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August 24 , 1923 . 

The Director, lfat ional Par k ::lervice, 
Wri shington , D. c. 

AUG 2 8 1923 

l
l . _MAILS AND FILES i 

DtPT. OF THE INTERIOR_] 

Sir:-

Replying to your letter of the ins t ., 
re questing a map showi n3 the area of t he 
proposed Amer i can Legion l1Ionument : 

. This area as stated by Acting Secretar y 
Finney of the Interior would. f oll more 
pa r ticul arly in t ne category of nati 6nal 
monuments , whi0h are areas of sc i entif i 0 
or historic . inter est. · 

It is located in the Ciliricahua Mountai n s 
and i s shown on t he U. S. Dep2rtment of 
Agriculture map of the Coronado Nat ional 
Forest, 1 919, Henry Graves, Forester . The 
area pr o.J_:>osed by the Legi on to be se t as ide a s 
a monument i s locat ed entirel y on public domain 
and it is not stirveyed. Therefor e , town sh i p 
ahd subdivi s ions cannot be furni shed . 
I t is in t he n·orthern part of the Chiricahua 
Mountains · surr ounding 0ugar Loa f liiounta in, and, 
roughly speaki ng , is bounded by Pi nery Canyon on 
the south , I ndi an Creek on the east, and 
Whitet§il Creek on t he wes t. All of these points 
are shown O.n the a forementioned map . 

I note, according to t h e pre s s dispatches , that 
you have written to Dr . Walter P. Tayl or , president , 
Tucson Natural Hist or y Society , with r eference t o 
the Legion Park , and, as cha irm2n of the Legion 
Park _comrni ttet? , I have i nvited Dr. '..Paylor to 
acc ompany the American Legion on a pi 8nic which :t.he 
Legion i s giving in Finery Canyon on Sept ember 2 
and 3. 
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In order to designate the boundary of the proposed 
Legion l<!i:onument it would be necessary to run a 
survey and i t is suggest ed the.t a representative 
of the National Par k Service v i s it Dougl a s , Arizona, 
and make a trip to the proposed park in order t hat 
they may hav e first -hand knowledge as to the desir
ability of creat i ng through · presidential procl amation 
thi·s area as a Legion monument. 

~J.1hose who have made persona l t rips to the pr oposed 
Legion iilonument are unanimous in their acc l amations 
tha t it far surpasses the Jarden of the ~ods and that 
words cannot describe its beauty and gr andeur . 

Trusting tha t it will be possibl e for a r epresentative 
of the r ational Bark Service to v i s i t this area ,! am 

,., 
Chairman, .Ameri can Legion Park Comm. 

ERRpl . 

. . 
- .. .....a. - - -----·-----
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DEPT. OF ·rriE 'INTERIOR 

.. · 
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Dear Mr. Mather: 
\ . _•.J,,f 

I have Service letter ef ·Jiugust 13. f':rem 
Mr. Cammerer,·in which he incloses a copy ~f ~ ietter:which 
he 1has written ts Dr. Walter P. Tayler, of .Tucson, arizena, 
and ene which he has written Mr. E. R.- Rauma.k:er, .of D0uglas, 
Arizcma, regat-ding a prepesed Natienal M0nument in the 
9hiricahua Meu.nta~ns, near D$1;lglas, Arizena. · 

; ) 
I 

: I hav.e ub'officially knQw_n of this prepesed 
~amument for same time and saw in th.e papers s~me time ag0 that 
(}everner Hu??-t had pa.id it a vis~t, being the guest, I be~ieve,. 
pf the Deuglas ·chamber of C_ommerce • 

"">r- -

. . , I have· never visited that part Qf Cechise C0unty,,. 
but know ther~ are seme very interesting features there. and 
have ~o doubt some of the formations are well worthy, of 
pres,rvation as a National Monument. ·. 

" The cost of visiting the re~ion·, should you deem 
.~t de~rable for.me to go over and look things over on the ground, 
would ~ot be great, as I could make a trip ov~r there im my . 

. ·car -~9me time when I am w9rking at the Tumacacori. The expense 
!f_c;>µld. -i:i.ot exceed fifteen or twenty dollars for the· three or 

· ;.:i.f'our·~ days that. -would be needed. . 
•! . . .. ' 

. . It will be a pleasure to give any information 
.. or assistance to Dr. Taylor and the Tucson Natural History 
•Society, as l~r·. Cammerer suggests in his letter, and I will 
·make. a special effort to get in touch with Dr. 'raylor at the 
first .lpportuni ty_.,. · · . . 

. i ~ 

;i 

Co~ally yours, 

7'~. rP- ~ !::t::f . 
Custodian, Casa Grande and 

TumS;caoori .&.'
1ational fiiionuments. 

··-' ... ·-·--···-....... ·----·~·----· -- -· --·. 

.! 

-
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September 29, 1923. 

REPORT ON RHYOLITE PARK. 

-- The area oorn.monl;";; lmown _as "Rhyoli te -Park" com-~- _ 
·prises the ·greater part of the drainage of Bonita Canyon and a 
portion of Jesse James Canyon, on the west slope of the Ghiri~ 
oahua Mountains. It consists of a series of fie.lds of large 
rooks in a great variety of shapes. The typical forme are: 
(l) pillars,. from 6 to 26 feet in diameter and 5J to 2~~ feet 
high; (2) balanced rocks, of which the largest has a base of 

.about 5 ft. a maximum diameter of 2.5 feet and a height of 
30 feet; ( 3) ·rooks resembling faces and f igure·s of animals, 
·humari beings, etc. Eaeil type is represented by a large 
numb~r of individuals. The area is out by many canyons with 
steep walls ranging from l~~ to 5~J feet in height. The · 
canyons and small basins or minor park-like areas, are covered 
with 1a great variety of vegetation, including at least eight 
coniterous tree species. Deer appeared to be fairly a~un
d·ant and several large flocks of band-tailed pigeons were 
observed. 

Not only are many of the individual rocks interesting 
but they are so grouped as to be .very impressive in ·the mass 
and are divided by wide fissures, which, in the aggregate, . 
. give the appearance of .buildings separated· by streets and alleys. 

This area is within fairly easy reach of Douglas, 
Bisbee, Tombstone and Willcox. Automobile roads ·may be 
·travelled to w~thin about two or thre~ miles and trails are 
available the rest of the way for travel on foot or horseback. 
A considerable amount of public interest has already been 
aroused and all of the visitors to the area seem to·be enthu~ 
siastic about it. 

In the event that a National Monument is created, 
it is believed that it should embrace a large enough area to 
include all of the principal scenic features. The boundary 
of such an area would be described approximately as follows: 

'· Beginning at the Southeast corner of Sec, 36, T. 16 s., R. 29 
E.; thence South to Jesse James Canyon; up this Canyon and its 
south fork to the main Chirioahua divide; thence Northwesterly 

.along this di vi de over Sugarloaf Peak to the head of Boni ta 
Canyon; thence Westerly along the North rim of Bonmta to the 
West lineof Seo. 2.5, and South to the Wt corner of Sec. 36, 

, 
I . 

.,. T~ .16 s., R. 29 E.; thence l}ast. one mile and South 1/2 mile to 
the place of beginning. The area lies in Secs. 25and 36, T. 
16 s., R. 29 E. and unsurveyed sections which, when surveyed, 
will_probablylY~ Secs.-19, 38, 31 and 3~, T. 16 s., R. 30 E., 
G. & S. R. M., all within the Coronado ~ational Forest. 

-:.> .· 
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Developme.nt. 

If made a National Monument, the area should be left 
as nearly_as possible in its natural state. Trails necessary 
to facilitate foot an~ horse travel should be ~uil.t·, but i!_ · 
ts not belfevea that any automobile roads are necessary for 
the present~ Creation of a National Monument should serve to 
call deserved attention to an area of unusual scenic attracti\fllaess 
and to afford protection against depredation. likely to..oocur 
asaa result of the expected increase in the mumber of visitors. 
Until: very recently, when trails through the brush ·Surrounding 
.th~ area have be en opened, "Rhyo·11 te Park" has been known to 
-compa~atively few people, but it is now becoming quite widely 
advertised. . 

The area was examined by the undersigned on·se1'tember 
14 and 15. 

---' ~· M· 
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TUCSON NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

( 

TUCSON. ARIZONA 

I ExECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
i --· 

WALTER P. TAYLOR. PRESIDENT 

CHAS. T •. VORHIES. V1e1 PRISIDEHT 

DONALD STILL'.. SECRETARY• TREASURER 

Box 402, University Station, 

October '' 192;. 

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

HUGH G. CALKINS, CHAIRMAN 

· J. V ~ G. LOFTFIELD 
·~ F. J. CRIDER 

.I 

Dear Mr. Camme:rer :. 

I am inclosing a copy of the report made by the C~airman 

of pur Consertation Committee on the proposed National Monument in 

theiChiricahua Mountains. This is in answer to your letter of 
I 

Aµg~st 28, 192,. Mr. Calkins went over the ground personally, 
i 

and i has, _as you will eee, worked out tentative boundaries for the 

proposed Monument. The area seems well-Bui ted to the purposes 

of a National Monument, and I hope no difficulty Will develop to 

bringing about the necessary Presidential Proclamation. 

Mr. Arno S.. Oammerer, 
Acting D~r~ctor, 
National Park Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

Sincerely yours, 

W~-P.,~ 
President 

--
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THE AMERICAN LEGION 
National Legislative Coinmi ttee 

· 528-53 6 Woodward Building, 
Washington, D.C. 

' -

Hon. Henry F.·Ashu.rst 
Unit·ed States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sena.tor: 

April 2, 1924. 

The Na.tiona.1 Executive C~onmi ttee of the Anerican 
Legion recently adopted a resolution advocating that the 
Chirioahua National Memoral in Arizona be designated by Act 

of Congress, the American Legion Memorial National Monument 

This project is'strongly urged by the Post~ of the 
American Legion in Arizona, and the following memorandllm from 
Celora M. Stoddard, on the subject, was incorporated by the 
National Executive Committee in the resolution it adopted: 

" Recommendation by National Executive Cammi ttee 
of creation and designation of the American Legion Memorial 
National Monument. 

"Looat ion. State of Arizona, thirty miles south 
of Wilcox, fi'fty miles east of Bi:sbee, sixty-two miles north of .~./ 

Douglas. 

"Size. Contains approximately 12 square miles. 

"Value. Of no value for any other purpose than sight
seeing.· The accompar:iying pioturesr. will bear out my stateneDt that 
it is one of the wonders of the world. 

"Tmre area is sure to be created and designated as 
a national monument' regardless of the name to be selected. However, 
it is due to the activities of the three Posts of the American 
Legion located at Wilcox, Bisbee and Douglas tbat this monument is 
to be created, and it would be a ccmpli!!lent to the American 
Legion to have 1 t named as above indicated. 

"I have personally investigated the matter. The creation 
of the monument has the support of this Department of the American 
Legion, the Governor of Arizona, the t\vo United States Senators 
and the Representatives in Congress from the State of Arizona, and 
many others. The District Forester has stated that in reply to the 

~...> .· 

I ... 
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·Assistant Secretary of the Interior he intends to recommend the --
creation of the monument. 

"I a.nr.rposi tive that the monument will be created. It is 
locally desired that it bear the name of our organization, and._.a 
raoonmendation by the National Executive ·committee of the 
American Legion is requested as follows: 

t•First, urging the creation and designation of this 
na. ti onal monll.Inen t; 

"Second, urging that this national monument .when creat.ed 
be named and known as the American Leeion Memorial National 
Monument • " 

If not inconsistent with your views on the subject, I 
shall ~precia.te your introducing legislation looking toward tne 
fulfillm~nt of this resolution. With kind personal regards, I am 

NMS • 

-
'-::Ji' .. 

Yours very s inc er.e ly, 

(Signed) John Thomas Taylor 
National Legislative Committee. 

·-·.~ 
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UNITED STATES SENA.'RE. 

Hon. Hubert Work 
Secretary of the Interior,· 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Mr.Secretary. 

April 7, 1924. 

llerewi th I hand you a letter fr an Hon. John 
Thomas Taylor of the National. Legislative Cammi ttee of 
the American Legion, who urges establishment of the 
Chir~oabua.National Memorial in Arizona. This project 
is also highly enclorsed by the American Legion of Arizona. 

Kindly advise me what, if a:ny, action your 
Department contemplates taking with respect to this 
subjeot. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed} Henry F· Ashurst. 

,c_,.. .. 

. ';:::~~~~-
~ .. ;• ... 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 
WASHINGTON 

- . ...,.., •. Asl~ 

tlnit.l ~- SM&te. 

fd1 dea• S••t.or AM•tat1 

I 

I -..,.., --s•r let~ ·ot April ? taoloal.a ,... troa ~ Jou 
. . . 

DP.ill9 !aJla:r d the ·liatiowti Lez&lsl.a:llw Comrd:t.-.. of the Aad.oaa 

$qloii·-~ ~ •t4.l-4l~ at.\d. ,~, d the----·~·
~ .la.tiual ,~,, ~ tJl9. Old.-rt~ ... w. ••. -~ 
aia FOJK>aal waa ~t to tle ·attention Of this ~ ta 

~;,: 1923, •I :~\qk o-oneapoaieee ·wttil :p~ et ~ proj..,t 

ft. .... Cot..~ U.it tho lU!M pl'~d tor ~ft\$ti• WAS 1ooa.ta4 

-~ 14.tbla \llle· Coronado lfatlona1 PoNat. Aa a. m011u ..... if' ee

•bll~ 'la tll1s ,-.eotloa,. ~ ..._ •'• -- ~otte et ti\e' 

re.at sen:1ee ot -· ~ ot Ag#l.4llltwte. ~ ot .. ~-
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