Crystal Cave
Arizona

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

515 Customs House
Denver, Colorsde
Mareh 22, 1932

The Director
Rationel Park Service
¥Waahington, DC

Dear ¥r. Director:

On Pobrary 26 I visited the proposed Crystal Cave Natiomal Honument,
in Arizona, and on Februnry 26 talked with the owner, Mr. F.D. Rhodes,
1408 Yest Polk Stroet, Phoenix. Crystal Cave is located toc the east of the
rroed connecting Mammoth end Winkelmsn. The dintance from Tucson is 6B
miles. At 8 point 14 miles morth of Mammoth and atout 11 miles south of
¥inkdman one turns to the left at a sign reading "Cave two miles,” The
road to the cave entrance is steop, rocky =nd only sufficiently improved
to be passable,

The eave 15 pald to be located in Jeetion B3, T. 6 S., Re 18 Fs It
is locnted about two milea east of the San Pedro River and in the lower foot-
hills of some mountains which rise three or four miles furthsr ecast. Theme
mountains appear to be of igneous formation. The slope between the base of
the mounteins and the San Pedro Rivar has been cut by tho erosion of a num-
ber of gulches, Almost at the bottom of one of these arrcoyas an area about
75 feet in diemcter caved in, giving acceasto the cave, Mr, Rhodes dis-
covered the cave on March 9, 1927, and, from the appearsnce of the entrance,
the cave-in probably occured shortly befors that dnte.

Ko one lives at the cave and it is open to tho publie, although there
seem to be but very few vicitors, since the road shows little sign of use,
The roof at the entrance appears insecure, but it is more solid after one
has entered ths cave, The painages are from ten to twenty feet in height
and from twenty to thirty feet in width. From the entrance passagus extend
to the north, south, cast and west. ¥ith the aid of a flashlight I follove
ed the eastern pastege %o arpoint where the passages bogan to ramify snd
thore acemed to be a good chance of getting lest. Ir. Rhodes tells me
that the cast, north and west pasasages oxtend for adout e half & mile esch
and that the south pas=oge extends for about s quarter of a mile. There
i3 a small lake at the end of the north passage and another one at the end
of the east passage. The latter is about 400 fect in length =and verying in
width to ¢ moximum of approximately 50 foet, Ir. Rhodes has built a boat
by which he can crosa the lake and cotimue along the passage beyond.



On his first visit "r. Rhodes was lost in the cave for about two
hours and had difficulty in finding his way out, though he hed used a
dozen candles as trail merkers.

There is no drip formation in the cave. In some places the roof
is quite white, probably with gypsum; in other places there is a black
formation. Minute cyrstals of caleite or gypsum meke the caveo walls
sparkle. Mr, Rhodes says that in the north passsge the best crystis
eppear and extend for about 300 feet in length. Many of them have now
been broken off by visitors.

Mr, Rhodes locatod a mining claim to cover the cave entrance. This
claim is the usual 600 feet in widih by 1,500 fect in lenzth and there-
fore does not cover sll the cave passagess He sold half interest in the
claim to A.L. Logan, who expended some money building the road to the
cave. Hr., Logan now lives in Celifornia. BKr. Rhodes would like to sell
his remaining half  interest and has twice accepted sn offer of 1,500 for
it, but af'ter & small initial payment the desls have fallen through.

The region is rich in gypsum deposits and Mr, Rhodes seys that the
Arizone Gypsum Compsny hons 26 claims, cach of 160 mcres, lying to the
vast of the cave. It 13 ssid that a well drillec three miles south of
the cave went to a depth of 700 feut end wse in gypsum for the entire dis-
tance, .

The vegetsticn surrounding tho cave cntrance is of semi-arid type
and {n€ludes some salmaro, or glsnt cactus, ocotillo, cholla, prickly
pear, palo verde, crcosote bush, etc.

Conclugions: Crystsl Cave includes no drip formestiona, but only erys=-
tal formatisns, the best of which have been dammged, It scems t0 have no
outstanding feature of excoptional merit and does not appear sujtable for
establishment as a national monument,

Very truly yours

. 4 . leet_

Roger W. Toll
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(PROPOSKD) GRYSTAL CAVE NATL. MONMENT, ARIZONA.

Eﬂ!z
This arva is located in Pimal County, eant of the romd comneg-
ting Mammoth and Winkelmean, end is owmod by Mr. F. 0. Rhodes.

¥Mr. Toll investigated this area and submitted an adverse report
under date of March B2, 1932, in which he stated that this

cave has no daip formaticas dut only erystal formations, the
best of whioh have beon dumaged. It ceems to have no outstanding
featurea of exseptiocnal merit and does not eppear suitable for
ostablishment as a nationel monument.

RECOMMENDATTON:

It is rocommended that this area be discpproved and dropped
from our list of proposed national monumenida.

C. L. WIRTH.
MEEROWDS iy py




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON
August 7, 1935

The Superintendent,
Yellowstone Nationsl Park,
Yellowstone Park, Wyoming.

Dear Sir:

In a recent study of the proposed areas on the permanent
list the following areas have been removed on the bas;a of
disapprovals by the Director in recent years:

v I'rio Canyon National Monument, Texas

» Archeeological National Monument, New Mexico
Bears Pew Nationsl Monument, lfontansa
Cabinet National Park, Montana
Ce=noe Camp National Monument, Idaho
Crystel Cave Netional Monument, Arizona
Davis Mountain National Monument, Texas
Hooker Hemmock National Park, Florida
Kildeer Natlonal Park, North Dakota
Montezume Well National Monument, Arizona
Mt. Shasta National Park, California
Ouachita National Park, .rkansas
Ozarks National Park, Missouri
Piceture Rocks National Monument, Arizona
Pikes Peak National Park, Colorado

- Pike Stockade Netional Monument, Colorado

v Royal Gorge National Park, Colorado

San Rafael River National Monument, Uteh

v~ Spa National Park, Nevada

Virgin Pine Nationel Monument, Mississippi
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The Regional Officers concerned have been notified of
these removals in order to prevent further investigation,
if possible. Any comments you mey have on these removals
will be eppreciated.

Sincerely yours,

cting hBBlﬁt&nt Director



