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Door Mr. Director: 

crystal cave 
Arizona 

On J'ob~ 25 I Tia1ted the propoac4 Crystal CaTo National Uonument, 
in Arizone, and OD Fo'brunry 26 talked With tho Ot'IJIGrt Mr. l".0. Rhodcs t 
1408 ~est Polk ~trcet, Phoenix. Crystal Cave is locoted to tho eut of tbe 

t roaa comiocting Mammoth and 1nkolman. The d.iatance from Tucaon io 68 
mil a. At a point 14 mile.a north or Mnmr:20th ond el'Dut ll miles aoutb. ot 
Wtnld.::nn one turns to the left at a aisn reading .,Cave tno milon. " ?he 
roncl to tho cave entrance is eteop, rock'/ nd only m11'1'1c1ently improved 
to bo pa.aso.ble. 

The eave io said to bo located in Section 23, T. 6 s., R. 16 F.. It 
la located about tvo miles eaa\ ot the an edro IUvor an4 in.the louer root
b1lla or aome mounta1na which riao three or tour miles l.Urtber east. Tbeao 
Dl)unte1no appear to be or igneous formation. fhe alope between the base or 
the mountains on4 the Sen Pedro R1vor has boen cut by tho erosion ot a num
ber or 6ulcbea. Al.moat at ihc bottom ot one or these GrrOJB.8 an area about 
75 teet in dlrunoter ca•ed in, giving aooeosto tho cnve. Ur. Rbodas dis
eoTered the ca•e on March o, 192'1, and. from. the eppearcmee ot the cntronoe, 
thG cnTe-in probt\biy occurecl ahortl.J betore that cl~te. · 

No one ll'Hs at tho cave ena it 1s open to tho public, al tholigh there 
seem to be but very few viol tors• since tho road ab.ans 11 ttlo aisn or u.oe. 
The rcot at th ntranoo appears lnaecure. but U 1 s more eolid ctto · one 
baa elltero4 tho cave. Tho pa • qea ore trom ton to tlTenty feet in hetsht 
ond from t•enty to thirty feet in width. From tho entrance p88aeson extend 
to tbo north, south, east end west. 1th the 14 ot tt tle.shllsht I t'ollow• 
od the eaotorn pe o.ge to a point whore th pa aages boenn to ramit)" om 
thora eeemod to be Q good chance of gettins lost. Mr. Rhodes tells me 
thnt tho ctUtt, nol"th and went paa!Jages oxtond tor obout e halt ci Dilo oeoh 
and tbftt tha south pas-;oge extendo tor about quarter ot a mile. 'f·hel"O . 
is a omall ls lre a t tbf> end or tho north paaaaso Blld nnother one at tba on4 
or the ca t pa:isase. Tho latter io bout 400 t t in length o.Dd 'Ve?'Jing in 
tTidth to o mcximm ot approximately 50 to t . ?Jr. Rhodes bas 'bl11lt a boat 
by which ho can croeo tho lAkG ond codlnuu along the pasaago be1ond • 
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on his tiret visit l". Rhodes as lost in tho cave tor about two 
hours and had difficulty 1n finding h1s way out. tbousb bo had uae4 n 
dozen cnndles an trail markers. 

There ls no drip to:rtnation in the cave. In some places tho root 
1• quite white, probably with gypsum; in other plo.ces there is a black 
formation. !finute cyrstels or calcite or gypsum make the cavo wall.a 
sparkle. !.!r. Rhodes aeys thot 1n tha north passage the be9t c:eyatd.a 
eppoo.r and extend tor about 300 tcet in length. ~ ot them have now 
b en broken ott by visitors. 

Mr. Rhodes loc.atod a mining claim to cover the cnTe ent·ranco. Thia 
claim is the u 3\UJ.l 600 feet in width by 1,500 rect in length and there
fore &>ea not coTer all th c Ye paasageo. He sold halt' interest in the 
claim to A. L. Logan• who fXX})cnded soma mney bulld1114 the road to the 
cavo. llr. Logan naa liTes in C&litornta. Mr. Rhodes muld lllco to sGll. 
his remaining h lf · interast and he.a tw1co accepted en o fer ot ..,.1,500 for 
it, but si"tcr a Gmal l 1n1 t1 l ;eyment the deals have tellon thrO\lGh. 

The region is rich in gypsum deposits and ~!r. ~hodea SEXJS thnt the 
Arizona C:ypsum C0mpall1' hns 26 claims, each or 160 11orea, lying to the 
west or the caTe. It is Geid t~t a •ell <!r1lle- three miles south or 
the ca.Te ecnt to a depth ot 7 o te t and wss in gypsum tor the entire dis· 
tnnce. 

The Tegetsticn surroundtng tb& cave ontrance is ot oemi-arid typa 
and 1n~ l~doa aorne onhnaro, or g1ont oeotue, ocotillo, cbolla, prickly 
pear, palo Terde, creosote bush, etc. 

Conolusiona: Crystal CaTe includcB no drip formations. but on17 Cl"JS• 

t11l rorn:at1ona, the best or which haTe been dtlmogod. It seems to he.Te no 
outstand11la teaturo or ·oxcoptional merit end does not dppear sU!table tor 
establishment as a national 11Cnumcnt. 

Very truly yours 4w. /~ 
o er w. Toll 
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!hi• area i• 1ooaW tn PiM1 comiv, ... , ot thtl Jtea4 omm•o
ttnc Mamm01h Ul4 ldakelma, u4 t• 0111194 Q 111!'. 7. o. RhOcle•· 
lb'. ~U 111.watlsatact thl• ana ma4 n.lmd.tW an adftne npon 
under date ot llanh u, 1osa, in elah he atawt tbat tb.1• 
oa• bu no•• tOJ'ma,tou but ODl7 P'Jlltal tomauou, tU lMt•' of Qt.ah baw bMn o., .. tl. l\ H8IJUJ to havo no outatan4b& 
toa'C\11."oa ~ naepiioul. liWl'l' acl 4oe• not appeU aultable t'1I 
••to.bl11bmeni u a natlo.ul DOZlU1U.ll.'• · 

pcamBNDA!IONa 

• 

• 

It la rooam:uude4 tha\ tble area be ell~ en4 4Jtoppe4 
~ cnu- lla\ at proposed national aont1aim'•• 

o. L. dlRfH. 

"ninotoi • 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 
August 7, 1935 

The Superintendent, 
Yellowstone National Park, 

Yellowstone Park, Wyoming. 

Dear Sir: 

In a recent study of the proposed areas on the permanent 
list the following areas have been removed on the basis of 
disapprovals by the Director in recent years: 

v Frio Canyon National Monument, Texas 
v Archaeological National Monument, New Mexico 

Bears Paw Nation• l Monument, Montana 
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Cabinet National Park, Montana 
CP-noe Camp National Monument, Idaho 
Crystal Cave National Monument, .Arizona 
Davis Mountain National Monument, Texas 
Hooker Hammock National Park, Florida 
Kildeer National Park, North Dakota 
Montezuma Well National Monument, .Ari zona 
Mt. Shasta National Park, California 
OUachita National Park, ......rkansas 
Ozarks National Park, Missouri 
Picture Rocks National Monument, Arizona 
Pikes Peak National Park, Colorado 
Pike Stockade National Monument, Colorado 
Royal Gorge National Park, Colorado 
San Rafael River National Monument, Utah 
Spa National Park , Nevada 
Virgin Pine National Monument, Mississippi 

The Regional Officers concerned have been notified of 
these removals in order to prevent further investigation, 
if possible. .LLD.Y cormnents you me.y have on these removals 
wi.11 be appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

erriam 
cting Assistant Director 


