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March 5, 

The Director, 
National Park Service, 

Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Director: 

I am enclosing minutes of the last meeting of the San 
Joaquin Valley Council of the State Chamber of Commerce at 
Fresno February 26, inviting attention to page 2, and the 
recommendation o~ the Conservation Committee, 'of which I am 
a member, on the subject of the Yosemite Elk herd, and Boyden 
Caves. I wrote to the Director recently about the Yowemite 
Herd, tell~g o~ this recommendation ot the Committee. 

With regard to the Boyden Caves, I think that the Park 
Service has an interest· in this matter because of the fact 
that the Boyden Caves are located between Grant Park and the 
proposed Kings Canyon Park. Although not embraced within 
the la.test proposed boundary for the Kings Canyon Park, it 
will be the greatest contiguous attraction, and will be ruined 
by vandalism unless sufficient funds are availalile for its de­
velopment and protection. We have found that where not 
properly developed and protected, caves are irreparably ruined 
by vandalism if left open to the public. In the case of Crystal 
Cave in Sequoia, we closed it a number of years ago. The Clough 
Cave on the South Fork Entrance trail of the Sequoia National Park 
is entirely ruined by vandalism, and this was done maey years ago. 

I suggest that the Director take this matter up with the 
Forest Service, and also inquire again into the matter of making 

' ' took this matter up some time ago without success, and now thinks 
6P'" it would be difficult or impossible to create a monument there, 

lJ.. N but I think it is worth further investigation. I have not visited 
l"~ 1 t' Jt / Boyden Caves, but understand that they are extensive and as fine 

vf \ ' as any of the limestone caves in California. The new State Highway 

of the mouth o the cave, and will be travellable to that point 
within a year or so. . \ . 
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Hotel Californian• Fresno Fdda.Y, J'ebrual"Y 26, 1932 

The regular comnitteee met trom 10:00 A· u. until noon, when a combined luncheon 
$eeaion was held in the !all Room. Tbe.lxecutive Committee met at 8:45 A. M. 
Chairman s, Parker Friseelle ~etided. · · 
Viait-on and GSt1a. Cbairme.n J'risaelle welcomed the ma~ v1sito:rs and new com­
mittee members, and expr~eaed the plea.sure of the Council at a~in having Regional 
Vice-President A• Emoey Wishon present.. .· 

Statewide .AeroAAU.tice.l Committeg Mee.ting. Mr. Frisselle called attention to the 
fact tbe.t the San Joaquin Valle7' e l~e.sling part in aviation developnent was being 
recognized br the Statewide Aeronautical Committee of the State Chamber. which 
was to hold ~meeting in Fresno on the following cia.1• with leAders. in the avi~tion 
industry flying in from all parts of the state to attend. 

BEPORTS OF COMHITT~S 

ADO~AYTIC~. COMMig 

Chairman A. A· Clark reported for the Aeronautice.l Oommi ttee. 

Minute-Ma.n Organiza..tign. The Oomi ttee will create a "minute-man" organization . 
of fl.Tera end related officials, to function in time of disaster& and emergencies. 
This organiz~tion will'be a widespread network. so li'nked together tr~t it can 
be gotten into operation within a few minutes, in ease of' either a.vis.tion disas­
ters or other emergencies, such as floods, fires, etc. 

Statewide' Meeting. Mr. Clark invited those present to attend the Statenide Com­
mittee meeting. The San Joaquin Valley Committee, e.cting as ho11tS, had adjourned 

. early to meet those who were arriving at tho airport during th~ ~. 

CONSEt\vATION COWITTEE 

Past Chairman A. D. Stevenot reported for the Conservation Committee, in the ab­
sence of Chairman E. G, Dudley, who had been detained bf illness in his f~mil.y. 

Roadside Cleening. Due to the unusual rainfA.11 this year, this district ts cer­
tain to have an abnormal annual gror-rth a.long the roA.dsides. The Committee feels 
thR.t one of the prime functions of this Oouncil is to anticipe.te emergencies .and, 
if poS'Sible. prevent them. A large percentage of destructive fires occurring in 
this district in the past have etA.rted from roadSidea.. ~e Committee reeoI!lDlended 
that a letter go over the signature of .the Regiolll\l Director on behalf of flle 
Oouncil to th~ several boRrds of supervisors, calling their attention to this 
situation and urging that tull considerRtion be given in connection with their 
ro1=t.d prograJllS to •the removal of int'lat:D:lable vegetation from the roA.deides. 
Recomriendation approyed. 
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Page 2. 

Wild.Pigeon Control. For the past several years this district bas been confronted 
with periodical serious invasions of wil-d pigeons on agricultural la.nds. Because 
these birds are under federe.l regulation, the state is virt'W\lly powerless to con­
trol them. The Committee, feeling that rea.sonable open season, under proper regu.­
lations, should be develop· ed, recommended that this Council request the Statewide 
Fish and Qa,ne Committee of the State Chamber to ma1:te a study of this problem and j; 
prepare suitable recommendations for the State Chamber of Commerce to transmit 
to the u. S. Bureau of !iolo1ioal Survey to the end tbAt well-regulated open 
seasons be established throughout the State in keeping with local conditions. 
Recommendation approved. 

Yosemite Elk. The herd o.f· Tule Elk now existing in Yosemite Natioria.l Park each. 
' year sUtfer extreme hardship, due to the fact that they are out of their natural 

ha.bi tat, and climatic conditions are not se.tisfactory. The Conservation Comm1 ttee, 
a number of year8 ago, sponsored ·the establishment of the Tula Elk Refuge at 
13uttonwillow, A.nd now recommends tha.t thie Council urge the National Pe.rk Service 
to move this herd of elk to the Buttonwillow refuge, merging it with the original 
herd. Recommendation approved. 

Bozden Caves. Following up. the recommendation made by this Council at its last . 
meeting, the Committee finds tbat it is practice.Uy impossible to make the . J 
:Boyden Caves a national monument, but recommends tbat in the interest of safe- . 
~.rding the :S91den CR.Vee from vand.R.lism, pending proper and suitable arrAnge­
ments, the u. S. Forest Service be requested to close the caves until such time 
as they.can· be opened ~.nd adequately protec~ed. Recomr.1endation approved. 

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
.. 

Chairman Al c. Joy reported for the Publicity CoDD~ttee. 

Welcome Committee. Plans are air.ea~ i·n -operation for the welcoming of visitors 
to California during this year. Names ·and itineraries of writers and other prom­
inent travelers are being secured and placed i~ the hands of local committees. . 
Letters are going to railroads, hotels, etc., urging that every possible courtesy 
and hospitality be extended to visitors. Arrangements are being made for these 
visitors to be guests in California homes, reviving the tradition of CA.lifornia 
hospitality. 

Another feature of the campaign will be to circulate invitations to former Cali­
fornians to return to the State for a visit this year. It has also been suggested 
that a welcome card be prepared, to be signed by Governor Rolph, and placed in 
the hands of incoming tourists. · 

Points of Interest Album •. Cba.irr:ia.n Joy reported that the ten large albums of 
photogr~phs of points of interest are now being as~embled. These are to-be 
ava.ilable to viei ting and resident writers, to assist in the selection of striking 
views of California scenery and industry. A boR.rd of editors bas been appointed 
to pass judgment on"t!le suitability of pictures for inclusion in the album. Mr. 
Joy explained the standards by which they Rre being judged, and shoved a 
finished ·eampl:e of one unique picture. San Joaquin VA.lley communities desiring 
to be represented were urged to submit their photographs at once. 

Fiesta Leaflet. The Fiesta Leaflet is just off the press, listing over 30e 
fiestas and celebrations to be held in Cnlifor~ia this year, \Varranting the· use 
of the slogan "See All of California--The Fiestn. Sta.to1'. In order to secure ade­
quate distributi9n, San Joaquin Valley coI!ll!lunit~es are urged to place orders 
for these pamphlets, at actUA.l cost, $7.50 per tho~sand. Mr. Guy Hopping, chief· 
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UNITED STATES 
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WASHINGTO~ 

•• lolm a. White, 
SUpulatea4eat. 

sequoia lfat!Onal Pal'kt 
Ca11tol'llla. 

near OOloael. \1h1 tee 

MAR 21. 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

le baw JOU let"81' ot Mal'Oh 6 refeJ."11.Da to the SIUIV 
papp ••a poseUt1- aatloul moa11Uat, aJl4 aleo the tea 
Of tlle su. 1oaquta Vall.er oou.011 ot the state Chamber ot 
OOmmene. 

I 4o aot believe tbat We le tlte ~ time to take 
Wt., pojeot 1lP With tu ro•at Semoe, we eve macle a reoor4 
ot ,._ 11WWJS11on u.4 Will take it 11.p with 'ha! at a later 
48.M• tJi(t propel' elualttoation tor this area, I 'bellevo, 
TiotU be. eoparate laolated part ot the p.9opose4 xtaa• atwr ca• IB'lftal PUk. 

8lnoerel7 JOllle, 

A. :s. DBMARAY. 
Aotlng Dlnotu. 

l• 


