



































UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

7/ IN REPLY REFER TO:

158 Ps
MAY 8- 1967
Memorandum
To: Chief, Division of New Area Studies and Master Planning
From: Chief, Division of National Park System Plan and Natural

Landmarks Surveys
Subject: Study of alternatives - California Mother ILode

As you know, the discovery of gold in California in 1848 and the
great rush that followed were events of major significance in the
development of the United States, This phase of the country's
history is represented in the National Park System only in an
incidental manner, It should be more specifically represented
and commemorated in the Systemn,

Regional Historian John A, Hussey's report on the Mother Lode
Country of California, with which you are familiar, identified
four possibilities for Natlonal Park Service designation and
administration: .

1. Mother Lode Country Naticnal Parkway.

2, Mother Lode Country National Historical Park (Nez Perce
formula), -

3. Traditional NPS park in Mt, Bulllon-HornitoseBear Valley
vicinity,

4, Traditional NPS park in Volcano - Flddletown vicinity.

Inasmuch as the significance of the Mother Lode story has been
established, the desirability of NPS commemoration of that story
has been recognized, and four possibilities have been identified,
it seems appropriate now for the Service to schedule & more come-
prehensive study of each of the alternatives discussed in the
Hussey report, As the study progresses, additional alternatives
may be revealed,

There are several factors which cause us to recommend the scheduling
of such a study at the earliest possible date: (1) there are
several individuals still assigned to the Western Regional Oifice
and to the San Francisco Service Center who are very knowledgeable
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about the Mother Lode Country and who would accept such & planning
essignment with grest enthusiasm and interest; (2) physical
resources for commemorating the California gold rush still exist,
but are rapidly disappearing; (3) Director Hartzog and Congressma.n
Harold "Bizz" Johnson have discussed the subject severasl times,
Both are very interested in the possibility of NPS representation

of the California mining story.

A copy of Dr, Hussey's Mother lLode Country report is enclosed,

We have additional copies, if you should need them, If we can
help further in arriving at a course to follow we will be gla.d
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Edward A. Hummel él. /ﬁlwég

Assistant Director
U.S. Department of _ ,,,AIH”"’”’##’—"‘——
the Interior

National Park Service
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Hummel:

Just a note to thank you for your thoughtfulness in sending
me a copy of John Hussey's reconnaissance report on the Mother
Lode,

It was certainly well done and I found it especially in-
teresting since I had the opportunity to travel through much
of the Mother Lode County.

Sincerely yours,
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HAROLD T. (BI2Z) JOHNSON
Member of Congress 1
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