






















REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

FrtQn: Aet1ng Cbi•f, Oft.l.cw of A:roheoloQ and lllatoirie Prea.en-ation 

Huoe¥ "Mother Lod"I Ot.Jiiat;j) __ 

Dr. r.JOrto Coimt:i;r tA i& au. 
mreellen\ ad understaDtillS o;n the '·peysical l.-enw,iua 
oxisting todJcy and the tnberent in at this 
late ate $program 01' p.rwt•rving thdir aosociated 
sett:lllgs .re]4t1ng to tile Gola Rulli ot m.orc than e. contt.tr"-J ego. 
We believe that 1;; prori.4e4 the bu1a ptwee<U.ug vi th next 

ate-p. . • · 

We otmc ur in :S:ustiey' • 'bh&1; ... e 
'probl.ema in th" · Mother l.o<lo country t cqnsidAD:red 1n the oi 
pniaent conditions, 'beat. l>e UA<teli .acme varitm:t 

the new park ecmcept r&l>ftlBelltd iA the reeently au.th.Ori.zed Nez 
i>e:rce llatiOGe.l JUatoric:al 1.ii I4.Gll0. SUc4 to be tiartablla!wd 
a.ad woUld lla.Vd tQ tM :tuU 
ta'VOl"Ule aupp>rt o:t ate.to, CODtt, totr;u.; ed. Paiblf othar loce.J. 
otfic!alAJ, •• llWAr-•s 

ID orcle:r to idtff Wl4 ee4tJ,DllfJ tbat shotald be 
tsworJ10rated iato &11 b:J,sto;rie:&l 'the il'O)GSed, A cClll.Petent 
atuq team CCDJpOee4 01' 1Jl their ;NfeaaionaJ. 
fieldo abould. 'be apJC>i,Ated. to make a 
T11e :bt.POl"tr.Q.c• of' tld11 arid: the et' l\:ihe ;prohiem 
1-« "8 to urae tltAti team. 'be as so.on ap poJJai'bJ.4. \Te 
sl1aUl he hap;y' to asu in the \to* otj t2le prQpd\led 'teil4 iil 

woy that seeM deai.table. 

We are reta1n1}!lS the copy of the reP,:> 
ti.tes . 

cc: 
OI ; '"'1. •. : ) 

DAD, MJ.·. I:>tagner 
WSC - HR 

REAppl.eman: srb 3/22/67 
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Memorandum 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INT ERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

W ASHINGTON. D.C. 20240 

MAY 8 .. 1967 

To: Chief, Di vision of New Area studies and Master Planning 

From: Chief, Division of National Park System Plan and Natural 
Landmarks Surveys 

Subject: Study of alternatives - California Mother Lode 

As you know, the discovery of gold in California in 1848 and the 
great rush that f ollowed were events of major significance in the 
developnent of the United States. This phase of' the country's 
history is represented in the National Park System only i n an 
incidental manner. It should be more specifically represented 
and commemorated in the System. 

Regional Historian John A. Hussey's report on the Mother Lode 
Country of California, with which you are familiar, identified 
four possibilities for National Park Service designation and 
administration: 

l. Mother Lode Country National Parkway. 
2. Mother Lode Country National Historical Park (Nez Perce 

formula). 
3. Traditional NPS park in Mt. Bullion-Hornitos-Bear Valley 

vicinity. 
4. Traditional NPS park in Volcano - Fiddletown vicinity. 

Inasmuch as the significance of the Mother Lode story has been 
established, t he desirability of NPS commemoration of that story 
has been recognized, and four possibilities have been identified, 
it seems appropriate now for the Service to schedule a more com­
prehensive study of each of the alternatives discussed in the 
Hussey report. As the study progresses, additional alternatives 
may be revealed. 

There are several factors which cause us to recommend the scheduling 
of such a study at the earliest possible date: (1) there a.re 
several individuals still assigned to the Western Regional Office 
and to the San Francisco Service Center who are very knowledgeable 
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about the Mother Icde Country and who would accept such a planning 
assignment with great enthusiasm and interest; (2) Jiiysical 
resources for commemorating the California gold rush still exist, 
but are rapi~ disappearing; (3) Director Hartzog and Congressman 
Harold ''Bizz" Johnson have discus.sed the subject several. timeso 
Both are very interested in the possibility of NPS representation 
of the california mining story. 

A copy of Dr. Hussey's Mother lode Country report is enclosed. 
We have additional copies, if you should need them. If we can 
help further in arriving at a course to follow we will be glad 

/, I , / to discuss. , ,. '1 ~ 

' /; :'I / --: I L 1.t 1C4 v /fa..:.~ 

/ (/ 
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JUN 2 2 1967 

Hon. Bairo-ld J'ohnSon 
~~ Qt Be:p:te'Nli!.ta.tives 
Wuh1Ilgtcm, J). c. · 

.. D$r Mr. J obnaol:l ~ 

Knovtng ot your keen. i'n:t.el:est in the W.storice,l siQ!lif;ic$lCe 
ot the mxiing dtory in califo:mi;a~ l(e a.re pl eased to eitQfql.i~ 
t or )"OUl' Wo~t;Lon e. eop'f ot a reconnaissance .re:pozit ,, · 
entitled. rt!rM Mot"her U>do Country, Cali:forn~a" b;r Jo,hn .!}.' 
Buaaey,. na to an, eii!&¢rn n~itta, MtionaJ. Park -· 
Bervi.ce. 

. ~ . 
W• ll&ve ~QJ1t]V-diNCtc!d our 8a3l Frant?ieco P.JAnni1~ ap.d 
Service Center to oo.wiudt ·a co~rehen$ivq s~ of the 
Motller :t,Qde Oountl7 ~<l· to prepare a re»art of conne.t-mt.ibn 
aJ.teruativu. This stuq;y w!ll det~-rtniue wo~r tb.i~ regioll. 
or po;tt~ Of' it 1~l'it conaideratioIJ tor esto.blishment £lB & 

unit C1f tho lfat1onal P$rk System. We 11,l[tic:~te .t'l1at t4e 
stu~ re~ WUl be c~letd by- thct fall of 1,968 .. 

(SGD) EDW A.fill A. HUMMEL 

Assistant )>irector 

cc: 
Regional Director, Western Region 
SSC-RP 
WSC-HII, Mr. l:Jtley ­
CMI, ~ •. Jjen13on 
CAM, Mr. ·sch'l.a.:t.'man 
CAM, Reading File 
c, Mrs. Sarah 
DAL, Mr. Mel.Vin 

TSchla.fman:J1IHusted:ds:6-16-67 
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OFFICE AOORESS: 

2 3 47 H OUSE OFFICE 8 UILOING 

WASHINGTON, 0.C. 

D IST RICT O F F ICE: 

3ZO VERNON STREET 

ROSE\lll .. l.E, C ALIFORNIA 

ON 

<tr:ongress of tbe mlniteb ~tates 
~ouse of l!epresentatibes 

mm!a%bington, J».QC:. 

July 5, 1967 

COMMITTl!ES: 

I N TERIOR A N D INSUL AR AFFAIRS 
SUBCOMMlllEES: 

IR RI GATION AND RECLAM ATION, C HAlllMAN 

N ATIONAL. PARKS ANO R ECR El\TION 

PUOLIC LANDS 

PUBLIC W O RKS 

SUDCOMMITTEES: 

Ft.000 CONTROt.. 

RIVER S ANO H ARBORS 

P UOLIC BUil.DiNGS AND G::tOONO~ 

SEL ECT C OMMITTEE: 

I N TER STA T E HIGHWAYS 

:..f--1/l{,_./ 

y-0?1-f/r f 
Edward A. Humrnel 
Assistant Director 
U.S. Department of 

t he Interior 
Nat ional Park Service 
Wash ing t on, D. C. 

Dear Mr . Humme l: 

J.. - ;:;4 

-------------
Just a note to thank you for your thoughtfulne ss i n sending 

me a copy of John Hussey ' s reconnaissance report on the Mother 
Lode . 

It was certainly well done and I found i t especially in ­
teresting since I had the opportuni ty to travel through much 
of the Mother Lode Count y. 

J: j 

Sincere~y · yours, 
I--·~ 

<·;~e,crl-e ,,.P rif __ < -;-, --. 

·H..A-i6i-t5 T. (BIZZ) JOHNSON 
Member of Congress 


