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SITRRA CLUB
1050 211l1ls Tower
3an Franeiseo

Aagust 24, 1935,

Hon, Russ :very,
315 3. Broadway,
Los Angeles, California,

My dear Judge .very:

Your plan is a splendid one if it can be carried
out. It would be far better to preserve and dedicate a grove not
now preservad., That would really meen something, There 18 a grove
admirebly adapted to this purpose, which John Muir was rost anxious
to see pressrved and which is the largest fino grove still in pri-
vate ownership. That is the grove in the vicinity of 3Redwood loune
tain, helfway belween Giant Forest and General Grant MNational Perk,
on the nsw Jenerale Highway. It should be preserved at all costs.
Phil Bernays cen tell you all about this sinee he knows the owners,
1 am sending copy of your ktter to NMewton Drury of the Save-the-Red=
wood League and alee & Dr, John Ci Merriem, and of eourse if such
a moverent can be started the Sierra Club will unquestionably get
behind 1it.

#ith peraonal regards, 1 remain

3incerely yours,

(832) v, ®. COLBY
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RUSS AVERY
Attorney at Law
604 Homer Laughlin Building
315 South Broadway

Los Angeles
Vandike 8137

August
Twenty-eight
1935

Nis Excellency, Franklin D, Roosevelt,
President of the United States,
Wash ington » Do Co

Dear Mr, President:

I wrote you on August 21 with reference to
acquiring and dedicating a grove of Sequoia Gigantea as a living
memorial to Will Rogers. I sent a copy of the letter to Mr. Colbdy,
who is, and has been for many years, the very efficient and able
Secretary of the Sierra Club., I am enclosing his letter to me in
reply to the same.

About thirty years ago, I camped overnight in
this grove of Sequoia Gigantea on the side of Redwood Mountain to
which Mr. Colby refers. . The grove impressed me very favorably at
the time, and partieularly, with reference to its situation on the
side of a mountain with a fine outlook. The location is a good one.
I shall follow up the suggestion made by Xr, Colby and endeavor to
learn who is the owner of the grove and what price he is asking for
the same, Should I receive further definite information, I shall
take the liberty of forwerding it to you,

My information is that the Redwood grove referred
to comprises about four thousend acres of Redwood and of Conifers,
and that there is one Redwood in that forest which is larger than
the General Sherman of the Sequoia Nationel Park, The General Sherman
has, at different times, been estimated to be, at lsast, six thou-
sand years old,

My understanding is that the owners of the grove
at Redwood mountain had possession of it for approximately forty
years, and that they have recently been offered a substantisl price
from some lumber companies with a view of cutting the timber for
lumber. The recent depressesion caunsed them very great financial
embarrassment, I am told, and they may soon be compelled to aceept
an offer, which will result in the destruction of the grove. I am
.eonfident, if they have ovmed the property all these years and paid
-taxes thereon, that they would do everything within their power to
maké a satisfactory price on the same so that the Covernment might
e and turn it in a nationa)l park. I am expecting detailed
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vr. President

Ky auterest in this mstter grows out of my
deen love for the Redwood trees., They always appealed to me
in 8 peculiar manner, I feel econfident that the public generally
share the same love and veneration for these ancient living memor-
ials that I have. Consequently, if that grove can be preserved and
rade a national park or national momument for the venefit of all
posterity, it is & desirable thing to do. It seems to me that
nothing could be wore fitting as a memorial to ¥ill Hogers than fo
dedicate te him just such a grove.

I gincerely hope that such a plan will anpezl to
you and that you may consider the matter of sufficient importance
to embody a reference to it in a fubure messaze to the Congress of
the "nited States. !

Very respectfully yours,

(sgd) #Suss Avery
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COPY

STANDARD FORM No. 14a FrRoM INTERIOR DEPARTMENT
APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT
MARCH 10, 1926

BUREAU ... [atiopal Furk Servies

T E L E G RA M CHG. APPROPRIATION ...Cenepal . “Inense

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

#aghington, D, C. September 12, 1835,

QOYEANMEXT PROTING OYPICR 6—7134 n, Ay

searetary lckes Care i'recident icosevelt Tyde Psrk New York

Proponente €411 Rogere tlemorail appurenily very active Stop losg angeles
attorney in letter ¢to President referred to you proposes purchase of four thou-
sapd acre trsct of sequoias on Redwocd Yountein Californie as addition sequote:
Hational Park for thias purpose 3top This finest remaining atand of sequoias
not now {neluded in any park and is emal of ary 3top Approximate cost one
million gollars Stop Will Rogers like sequoins is associated with native ruggeds
nese anl ipdividqual ism digtinctly American and there 18 also hanvy coincidence
tn the nsxing of this tree for Sequoygh Chisf of the Cherokees which blood |
algo flowed in 7ill Rogers veins 3top Recommend Freaident be asved to endorse
this projeet com~2 That committae of Rogers friends sponsor eazpeign for solie
eitation of contrisutions from people of nation and that funds thus securad de

dopoaited 11 new Hational Farks $rust Pand Stop Before plan is publicized

option on traet rmust be secured. ﬁat§ﬁsng?g§g¥cr'
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Zentember Twenty-seventh,
105 Je

X¥r. A. ®. Demaray,

Aeting Director,

Rational Park <ervice,

U, 8, Department of the Intericr,
washington, D. C.

Near Sir:-

This is to acknowledse the recelpt of your favor of
Sept, 21et, in the matter of the crestior of a living remorisl
to ¥1ll Rogers.

1 xoxy greatly appreciate the kindly and sinecere interest
you are teking in this matter and your thorough comprehension of
the purpose I hed. in mind, slso your valuable suggestions as to
-of: aooamplishing the desired objesetive. I have siready

o On‘hi d somé of the members of tis Gemsral Committee, and have
'ha”& Yoy :pieasing sxpressions from them,

Ii’ yenr service has any recent photographs of trees in

tho EDdWQOd Mgpntains @rove, or any detailed information concerning
. the grove, 1 wonld-like tc lay such information before some of the
“members of the Gommittse.

Again thanking you, and hoping that this beautiful grove
of treds Wiy be pressrved as a part of the National Park System,
with dug tribute to »ill Bogers in the ‘matter, I remeinm,

Very sincerely yours,

{8pd) Russ Avery
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September 148, 1935,
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I have told you, I would not favor naming the national psrk
after ¥ill Rogers. I think you had batter feel out these psople
first,

pempnss
3

|
g

| remorandum for Acting Director Demaray:

. AL i

§' ;;aée : Before asking the Fresident to endorse this suggestion we
g2 Efg ought to know just what ne would be committing himself to. .
R

4
TR

{ SIGLED) M, L. I,
Seoretary.

Enc,) Telegream from Acting Director Demaray, re purchase of
) 4,000 acre trast of Sequolas on Redwood Mountain, Cali-
) fornis as addition to Sequoia National Ferk, ete.
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¥r, Russ -very,
604 Tomer laughlin 3uildiag,
los Angeles, Californie.

¥y dear ¥r, Avery:

¥o have for consideration by reference from the rresident to
the Seeretary of t:e Interior your letter of August 28, in which
you propose the acquisiticn of the Redwood I'ountain Sequola grove
in Californis as a memorial to ¥ill Rogers.

A memoriael of this character for #¥ill Rogers might be exactly
appropriate, sinos he, like the 3equois, typifies the irdividueal-
ism nnd native ruggedneas which are so distinetive of :merica. .1lso
the big tree was nared for Sequoyah, chief of ths Cherokee, and
the blood of this tribe flowed in the veins of ¥Will Rogers as well,
¥oreover, for Will Rogers' me: orial to take the form of o conmstrue-
tive act of eonservetion would seem far more fitding and aporopri-
ate to his charaoter and ideals than the erecticn of soms wonument
which in itself would be functionless.

However, the pr?@s reason for the inclusion of any area in
the natiogal parke syStem must be found in its own inherent super-
lative quelity, Only in this way can the standards of our national
parks be preserved, and this is the foundation upon which the na-
tional parks system is built., If a par¥ wers to bear the name of
an individual, its fitness for netional perk status would by infer-
ence be a secondary and not a primary consideration. s it is,
Congress 1s flooded with demands for the esteblishment of addi-
tional parks, by far the majority of these proposals involving
areas unsuitable for the purpose. ' Kany of these proposals are
basbd upon the proposition that someone's name be given a monorisl,

The Redwood Mountain grove has long been considersd for addi-
tion to Sequois National Park, and we feel that its sarly accuisi-
tion would be most desirsble. Though the treet ia not known to con-
tain any living tree of grecter size than the Ceneral ‘herman, it
does coptain the fimest grove not now included within a parv end
one that is equel of any that have beer so preserved. The rinte-
ment has been wads that the Redwood Mountain grove is the larcest
pure, or nesrly pure, stand of Sequoia gigantea in existence.
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while the Servire and the TDepartment would oo opnosed to siving
Will Rogers® name to the park, a plague could be placed in the grove
stating that its preservation for the bernefit of the nation came
about through the will of the imerican people to perpetusis the
name of their loved fellow citizen,

A plen of this nature would receive the suprort of the National
Park Service and we would be plad to reconmend it to the ‘ecrstary
of the Interior, #ith his approval, it is even possitle that the
newly created National Parks Trust Tund could be used as the raposi-
tery for the memorisl subscripbtion funds, Thls would set the seal
of Govermment approval, though the campaign, of course, would have
to be fonducted by the sommittes of lir., Rogers' friends. e have
not communicated with that comzittese,

Your sincere interest in the conservation of the "blg tree” is
apprsciated by this Serviece.

It is noted that Mr, williawm Colby stated that the 3ierra Club
is in atcord with gour proposal, Ya are sending copies of this letter
to ¥r, Colby,. ¥r, Yewton Drury, Dr. John O, Merrian, and Nr. Charles
Townsend,

Sincerely yours,

(56p) A. E. Demaray,
Aoting Direetor,
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S“eptember 2%, 1314,

MEMORANDUM BFGARDING Ti'® CHARACTER OF

THE {URPHY-McHAY R¥D¥00OD IOLDING

Ownershic - Ares - Locmtion:s

The ac¢iulsition of the property in suestion vas commenced
by John McRae, then a Michigan lumberman, in the yesr 1388, Later,
Isaac B. Murphy, of 1342 St. Andrews Place, Lot Angelex, »urchased

a one-half interest which he still holds.

Upon the desth of the

elder ¥cRas, his interest descended to his heirs, Donuzld C. McRae
of 519 Foxoroft Building, Sam Francisco, and Hector 4. J. YcRae, a

lumbermen of Ewen, Michilgan,

The holding is known locally as the Murphy-icRae tract, or
the Redwood Canyon Forest. I1 1s listed umnder the l:utter name in
the "Table of Big Trae Groves and Forests", on Page 143 of ¥, L.
Jepeonts "S1llva of California®™ and on Jepson's macz on Page 452 of
the same book. It consists of about 2,480 acres of luznd on Redwood
Creek, containing Big Tree timber, deseribed by legal subdivisions
below and on the attached map, and =bout 1440 seres of rire land
on Eshonm and Plerce Creeke a few miics southwrest of the Bily Tree

aread.,

Legal Subdivigions and Topogrephy:

All in Tovmship 14 South, Rsnge 23 Eest, ¥. D. B, & H.3

In Section 10 - BY; of SEj,
st} of s,

In Section 13 ~ S+ of SE},

In Seotlon 14 ~ ¥ of NE;?
Hu* of NWp,
+ of NWg,
Wl.of S
SE} of SWY,
N¥s of SEi,
€21 of SE3,
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20 Acres

33 heres

430 Aeres



SELy ;

SL? of S?:?",

Eh of NW>,

wh of NED,

SE} of NED, 490 Acrus

I. Geotion 1% - 8

In Scetion 27 - WE?,
-l T L,
N of E%p,
Fi; of 3Eg, 360 ieres

I: Section 23 - Entire Section A0 aeras

~

In Section 24 - ¥i,

3
N: of NE?, 40D keres
Ir Seetion 26 - NE} of HEh,
¥y
N®: of &%y 340 Acres

containing a total of 2680 Acres, situeted in the cequoln Hutlonal
Forest, in Tulare County, Califormia,

Topographically, this redwond holding is a perfect litile
isolated unit, It is bounded on tne noriit by the divide betwesn
Ten ¥ile Cresk, a tributary of Kings River, und Redwood Creek, a
tributary of the Nerth Fork of the Keweah: River, on the eunst by a
hizgh divide betweern Redwood Creek and EStony Creek, and on the sect
by the high divide between Redwood Creek und Plerce and Fshom
Creeks,

For & half mil. ¢u oither slde of the Creek iLbe slopss are
gentle; higher up they beeoms very steen ond irregulsr with otca-
gional benches and drews. Iu pleces the slopes sre siue; enough to
make logging difficul’: Aress covered with lzrye gronitse boulders
were frequently noted en the nigher slopes and these tilen together
with the steep slopss, would resuit in o large smount of breskag:
in connection with the felling of thn brittle redwood ind more than
averzge weer on cables,

Accesaibilitys

At gresent the brsct le very insccepsibleo from sn oqerating
standpoini, Lemon Cove or f%oodlake on the Visalis Fleetric Line
about 5 miles eouthwest and Cutler on the A, T, & &. F., K.H., sbout
3) milce west, are the nearest rollroud points, Probebly ths mnoet
: [& le route for = railrozd to fellow would be up the Ksweuh
[~ DECLASSIFIED 52
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River froam Lezmon Jove to Three Rivere mnd from there upx tiw North
Fork of the ¥aw:.ah and Hedvood Creek. 1 ron't know much aboub the
feasibility of such & rood for the lasi 17 miles from Caetus Creek
north, but julge from what I hewr anl fronm looking st ithe U, 8, G. &
gihset thilt 4 reilread eould be put through, although it would be
oxpensive in gpois. Below Uaetus Creer there should be losns Aiffi-
culty.

By wvehicle tha tract Le aow accessidble from the fan Jonquin
Vallsy by roads up Dry Crez Troz Lemon Cove or up Retilegnave Creek
from Cutler, Orosi anl vicliity, . These sre uverage mounbtolin roods
sk far &b Budgere Froa thaeroe u: the grode i3 heavy mesrly all the
way wod oaly a few malag of aolor cers nesotinte 1Y without trouble.
Thes- rowds huve daan usad & grest denrl in the past by esmpers goiog
inte Hume and the Kinga Rivexr country. Ranger xedst-mz itelle ae
that he tuiiks sbaut 2000 csuspers paes hie stelien lu the feetinn 21,
Just west o the redwood truct, each year, Of this nmmbsr he believes
that not over 2JJ) divarge down the ol roe! throush Redwool Canyon
to see Lhe Big. Urses.

AL the presont time the Stuie is constructing an excellent
avtomobile 1284 up Sand Creck from Dipubs on the A. T. & £, F. B.R,
This roud which will lesc to thwe General Orant Hational Pnvk, llume
and the Kings River zountry, wlll osps throe w1 ise northvect of Aed-
vood Canyen end will aivert ¢ lerge amouml of tr-ffie froa Lue old
Aume roud whigh passes through the noria end of ithe tract.

Character snd Goondition of Forestz

Loaving the Biy Trees out of considersidn, the forest on
this tracot resembles cleoexly tie type ol alxred orea* foun:d thraugh-
out the weztern slope of tie Sisrrses st si-llar elevationg {5500 -
7000) excepl that ths per cent of winlte fir is aixture ir above n9re
mal and ths yellow and sugar pine tiaber e hardly of aversge cuality.
From ny casusl inspecti-., [ should fudge that the siund {not con-
aidering the Big Trees) wae mude ugx of 557 whité Pir snd incensze
cedar, 25% sugur pine and 0¥ yellow pine. A sam la ncre ixken in
the Fir tys on Llv: acst sids of the canyo. in the Ng: of fee. I,

Te 14 S., No 28 L. showed the followlng resvlt:

Thite fir - 37,550 Th. BN,
Eugear nine - 1,310 ft. 3B.d,
Yellow pine = 6% = wow
#31, Tree - 250,70 " w"  {uneyoxiontely)

28?, ‘:LQ {‘tc Bn:\{n

The stond of Blg Tree timber will probabdly aversse shout
130 ¥ feet por acre ag agalnst a stand of about 25 ¥ fevt per acre
for all other syeciss., On the basie of this very raugh gstizate

v D¢ Treee vere found on t im aere vith am vverage

z%ag ddametor of 10 feet and helght of 233 feat,




the tract of 2730 scres contains about 300 million feet of Redwood
and 100 million feet of othar speciss, I sstimste that there zre
about 7000 redwood treee on ihe area over Z/. inches in dlameter B.IH,

The reproduction of fii on the aresa ls perticularly good,
Vory iitile redwood reproduction was notieed. & few openinge con-
tained amall grours of vouny redvwooils.

The lorest i in fuairly thrifty conditlon, sacext for thre
whize fir wulel le suffering gevercly from ths effect of tou misztle-
toa.

Tr: reeuits of serious firer Lie a0l 38 much in evidence
on tils area s on the averigs treet in the Slerrzs. Muny of the
glant Seyuolas show bad burns, but even their condltion is better
in tads respeot than thet of % aumber of ether redsool foresste I
hsve ingpected.

The univue feature of this redwoad holding is that the
Big Trees occur sll over it., Generally they are growed in s few
loealitles, but here I found thea sbundant sverywhers throughout
the iract, exgent in tne N3 of Section 14, whileh is very rocky und
gpersely timbered. Ewven tiore aa occusinsnal irse le to be =zeen,
hslde from this seetion, I doubt if a {ive-zecre trsct ceuld be found
in the whole area without & Big Tree on it. Along the botiom of
the canyon, zlopg the brunch: streems, and in molst cpots, the occur-
reace 1is generally in groupe of fpom 5 to 30 trees. On the stoeper
and drier slopes single treee are aeore frecuentily found,

Although the sntire aron 1e hign is scenie vnlusz, ithe kFost
Forx of Redwood Creek is gpartienlarly becutiful b:cause af the large,
imposing groups of Big Trees of frequent occurrenge along the ctream
and the bsautiful little waterfalls found where the oree: irickles
over huge, polished granite outeroppings.

BIG TRUE AKZAE IN¥ CALIFOHKIA
(Includee Gensral Grant end Sequoia National Parks
and HMariposs Urove)

frivate Public Total

Aeras Leres Acres

Tahoe - 2 160 140
Stanislaus -

Celaveras North Grove 220 9] 320

2D

.Celaveras South Grove 28] Q0
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Privaie Publice Total

Eierra -~

Freens Grove - 170 583 7
Maripoea Grove 0 1z5 125
HeKinley (Dirkey) Crove 2 20 20

Sequnie -
.area #1 463 E7E 1,044
#la b8 106 174
LIS 7 693 0 678
» #5 . 0 &7 )
A7) J 132 133
vowsE 1,163 22 1,188
LI s} 69 #9
47 D =4 7
A 35 2 35
T49 7 110 140
1D 83 16 63
S #1Y 36 149 185
LA I 56 0 55
"o#13 o} 224 326
L 5 VA _ el 1235 135
L 31 <3451 1,224 3,675
" #16 ' 0 55 55
LI 1 - ) 65 &5
r #B . o 1,017 1,017
r .19 0 145 145
"ooF20 0 325 525
"op2 | < 820 2,550 3,370
®fR2 4D 250 290
"o a3 : : : 133 30 163
LI JA 0 95 95
LI 33 303 35 £62
L #26 2} b 57
v #27 0 815 .5
" jas ) 932 93
" #29 : 201 e) 201
" #30 0 190 100
LI )] 410 42 652
n 32 ' 116 0 116
v #33 : 30 o273 303
B #34 0 240 240
o #35 0 65 65
oo#36 1,258 233 1,491
LI & 512 : 24 536
T 438 46 24 70
" #39 0 326 326
"#40 82 o 82
- 74} 0 45 A5
" #42 0 13 13
Grend Totals 2,768 11,202 20,370
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

October 11, 1935.

Mr. Russ Avery,
60/ Homer Laughlin Building,
315 South Broadway,
Los Angeles, California.

Dear Mr. Avery:

I am pleased to have your letter of September 27 re-
porting that some of the members of the General Committee
have responded favorably to the projected purchase of the
Redwood Mountain Grove for addition to Sequoia National
Park as a memorial to Will Rogers.

Further consideration of such a plan has only served
to increase our own enthusiasm.

I regret that this Service does not possess recent
photographs of the Redwood Mountain Grove. I have asked
Superintendent John R. White of Sequoia National Park to
secure some if possible, and to forward them to you direct.

There is enclosed herewith copy of a memorandum pre-
pared Some years ago, which, although it is far from recent,
does give some of the essential dataz on the Redwood Moun-
tain area. It is suggested that by contacting Superintendent
White directly it may be possible to secure additional and
more up-to-date descriptive material on this area.

You may count upon this Service for the fullest co-
operation within our powers toward the successful outcome
of this project.

Sincerely yours,

A. E. Demaray,
Acting Director.

Enclosure 234344

~e¢ - Wildlife Division, Washington.—
cc - Wildlife Division, San Francisco

.,'mmmw &

DECLASSIrlEO‘:'~ vv:Puperintendent White, Sequoia
. Wirth
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

Octeber 11, 1935,

Colonel Johm R, White,
8uperintendent,
Sequoia Rationel Park,
California.

Dear Colonel White:

I am enclosing herewith for your information copies ef
correspondence to date on the propossl which has been made
by Mr. Ruse Avery of Los Angeles, that the Redwood Mountain
Grove should be added to Sequoia Fational Park &s a memorial
to Will Rogers, You will, of course, understand that this
material and the plan itself is to be regarded as strietly
confidential until such time as 4t may be feasible to give
appropriate publicity to the projeat,

You will note that in a letter which I am addressing to
ir., Avery today, copy of which 1s being sent to you, I have
suggested that he seeure from you direstly if posaible the
descriptive material and photographs of the Redwood Mountadn
area vhich he desirss. It is of course in the interest of
the Service to cooperate with Mr. Avery to the fullest extent
possible, and I know that you will give him whatever help you
can in this matter,

8incerely yours,
(8GD.) A. E, DEMARAY

A, E. Demaray,
Acting Director.

Enolosure 234345

cc - Wildlife Division, Washington.—
ce - W1ld11fe Division, San Francisco
ce - Fuy Ypawes
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“Mr. DemereySoa 1

_———> Return to #r. Wright




