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II Happened On main Street, 
U. S. ·A. 

by Arthur Robinson 

I T could 1haive happened in Pa·ris on a bench along the ibanks of 
the .Seine where men disouss world affarrs and perhaps women, 
or around a cracker 'barrel in a VeDmont 1ga'ocery, 00' in a puib 

in Enig.land, or anY'wihere else in t·he wOO'ld 'Wlhe'I'e peQPle 'breatli.e 
the air of freedom and lCYVe liberty. The simple fact, !however, 
is that it :haippened here in Amador County, in :Bill Tarn's .gents 
f.urniShinig store, on Main Stree.t, in J ackson. 

Ten •yea'I's J.ater bhe news would ·go out to the world lby 1radio 
and television and telegraph and cable. 

* • • 
1Pr€sident Roosevelt 1had died only two months lbelf-ore. The wa·r 

in ·Eurape had ended. Hitler and his demonology were i•ncinerated 
du.st in the l'Uibble of 1Berlin. The first atoonic lbam!b h ad not yet 
1been tT1ggered. T.he Ameri<:an flag was still to .be :raised on Iwo 
Jinna by marines under the icammand of Brigadier-General iHarry 

a friend and nei.g.hrboT. Hiroshima 'had .been ta'l'geted 
in anacahre se<:recy for destruction 1by a weapon which was to 
menace t-he f.utu·re of civilization. The war with J apan was mov
ing toward a clinnax. A martial audit, compiled 1by several inter
national 0T1ganizations and official1y reported bhe year 1before iby 
the Vatican. i·ndicated the total nuanlber of dead and 'W()unded
m.ilitary and civilian-was 56 million and 460 thousand. 

• • • 
•In Volcano (ipopulation 1128, •by a £ngeT-countin.g census) a 

sapling Christmas tree had /been planted. A !bronze plaque ibe-
low it iread in part: . . 

This Christmas tree was planted du.ring World War Two m 
the prayerful hope that the Spirit of Christmas would for
ever rule the relations of all men and all nations. 
A11d in ·San Tuandsco .the United •being 
The !bri.g.ht ltgiht of hope was 1begmnmg to flicker agam m the 

wa,r-darkened hearts of peaple e<ve'I'Y'Wlhere. 'Mayibe . . . ana.'Y'be 
the 'United Nations would suoceed where the 'Leaigue of Nations 
illad !failed so dismally af.ter the 'First World War. 

• • • 
1Bill T ann's store i:n Jackson is mu.ah rrnOO'e than a empOO'

i:um lt's a ·Main !Street instibution, a 'kind of coruve'I'sational foun
'tain. where men gather to ·refresh themse1'ves in talk 
some times lba'Ifbed debate. · In t he baok, w.here Bill sits 'behmdi 
an old and wonderfully cluttered roll-top desk, rrnineTs in the old 
da•ys pre-empted .the chairs in the shoe depa<rbment and dll!g gold! 
whic.h assayed $107 a ton the; und.el'wear depa·rtme!lt. Local 
political prize fi.gh.ts and ma,1or 
1baseJball ·pennants iha'Ve been won and lost m the 'b.ack of Bills 
store and at times t'he temperabu'I'e of the <X>n'Versabon has .gone 
tram' ;hot to freezing so quickly the rrnercucy in the theirimometer 
oozed out at lbotlh ends al:most simul.taneously. 

[n peace-time. you met :friends from other parts of the county 
.there and amiaibly :passed the of day. 

ln war-tinne, you siha:red amaeties ... and news albout county 
casualties. • • • 

It was there- ten iyea·rs ago- wlhile; the. 1United iNations was 
1beinig OO'ganized-that Antlhony Cammetti, Jr., :the soi: of an 
illus\lrious io.ther -who nad s=ved und...r ·Wood:i;e>w •Wilson as 
Commissioner of I•mtmi•gration, me he had an idea and wan t
ed .to •know rw1hat u thought of it. 

And the idea? · ' G Id 
A Statue of Justice, to be set up in Franc.1sco s o en 

Gate, as a sister statue to the Statue of Liberty m New York 
harbor. • • • 

!Many yeairs !before, the people and children of IF.ranee ihad 
reac:hed deep into hearts Shallow purses and poc:iled 
thei·r fou1gal cen tinnes m a f\und w.h1ch .g-rew to su?h !J?roporhons 
that anobher idea •wlhich; 'beyond first 
ibecame in fact and in sp.tr1t .the cv1S11ble and e!1du'I'1ng embodl1!11ent 
of the ibasic principle on which the of ·E'rance. tihe 
United States were founded. Never 1before-m the sw1?lim1ty of 
pure love--'had one country sent to another such a >gift as the 
Statue of Liberty. 

Kipling :had said, ''East is ·East and West is West and· ne<ver the 
bwa.in shaH meet." . . . 

iNow •perha!ps w ith the Stabue of m •Ne"". York 
•East a Statn'.ie of Justice the Gol<l;en facmg West, the 
twain wauld indeed meet m lbrother'hood and 
lasting peace. • • • 

I thoug.ht Mr. Caminetti's idea was a mawelous one and we 
went to rwol'k on it. I iprepa·red soone news releases and he col
lected $1.Q<>0-$2'50 of it the officiaJ contrilbution of tlihe county by 
special act of .the iBoaird of ISupewJSors. • • • 

It takes t inne for ideas to ripen in the imaiginations of soone anen. 
At San F rancisco bhe s tatesmen of the world wier'<! too ibusy 
ganizinig the •United !Nations to add tihe of a statue to then· 

.g.ra'Ve ibu'I'dens. ll'ihe City of San Francisco aiuthorities, or 
other hand, were u nwilling to carry the 1ball at the point at "' 
we here in .this small county, iw.ith our limited r esources, 
willin,g to hand it to tlhem. 

So the $1,200 remained in the bank. ,· 
And ten years passed . 

• • • 
Several weeks a•go, wihile listening to a 1broadcast f.rom the 

memoratiive sessions of the United Nations ill San Franci! 
scrhbbled a draft of a telegram to Henry Ca!bot Lodge, Jr. 
United States representati'Ve to the United Nations. TJ; 
p'honed Mr. Carminetti, now the [)istrict Attorney. He and : 
been on opposite sides of a 'Violent political !battle in the i 
vening years 1but of cou;rse this was no tirrne for letting 
ities or the past obstruct the .uirgencies of the moment. 

He agreed to send the telegram and he and I and Earl Ga·rb 
Chainman of the BoaTd of 1SuipeI1visors si.gned it. 

Here's the telegram: 

Hon. Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., 

Jackson, Califo1 
June 25, 1955 

United States Ambassador to the United Nations 
San Francisco Memorial Opera House 
San Francisco, Cal. 

Respectfully suggest a United Nations Statue of Jus 
to be erected in San Francisco's Golden Gate as an appro 
ate expression of ideals and objectives of member nati 
and a s a dramatic counterpart of of Liberty in ?i 
York harbor. A fund of $1,200 raisea:h."€re: i!! amai:lor 
specifically for such a purpose ' Ea'rriesily h• 
you will find it possible to submit suggestion for consid1 
tion of present commemorative session for 
may be fitting. Please advise if yo"' carl;-acc,ep_t our fund 
first implem enting step toward .realization oJ idea.- P erh 
people and children of all countries, as well as theil: g 
ernments, will want to join w ith the peo,ole and Board 
Supervisors of this small California mountain county in s1 
a world-wide undertaking of good will. 

SI A. Ca minetti, Jr., District Atlon 
of Amador County 

SI Earl J. Garbarini, Chairman, Bo 
of Supervisors 

.SI Arthur Robinson, Volcano, CalifoI 
.Copies of the telegram were sent .to the top officials o 

United Nations, to key ifilgtures jn WaShinigton. to GavernOT K 
and Mayor Elmer Robinson of ·San Francisco, and others. 

Then bhing.s began to ·haippen. • • • 
iNesws albout the idea !began to crackle on the radio and 

·vision. U. N. delegates at the San F·rancisco Opera House 
told a1bo1Jt it. American and international news agencie.> 
stOO'ies aibout it everywhere in tJhe world ... . 

'Main Street. . . . 
A small .California mountain county .... 
Lt could lhaive haippened in Paris on a ibench along the bar 

the iSeine where anen discuss world affairs and perhaps 
or around a cracker 1bal'il'el in a Ve<Ilmont .grocery, or in a p 
En.gland, or anywhere else in tJhe rworld where people br 
the air of freedom and lCYVe rnberty. 

For .the record-proudly and humlbly-it started :here. .. . . 
We have 'I'eceived anany commendatory letters f.r()!ll the 

Wlhoon c-opies of the were sent. Two weeks afterv 
!Mayor Rdbinson of San Francisco announced bhe appoinbm( 
a local ways and rrneans co:mmittee and requested the cornr 
to sulbmit a progll"ess report not later than A•u•g.ust 1st. ti\ 
IRabinson wrote us :he has already receiived offers 
many thousands of dolla;rs lfor a commemorative unonument 
here ·hope 'bh.ort. 'C.'vcry -nut.Jon o-t t1hc United N'CA ;r-
support the idea financially. An ilmplernentin.g proposar t• 
effect, we 1believe, will 1be introduced at the ·next .general s1 
of the U nited Nations and, •When that is done, a sUJPporting Tl 
.tion in Cong:ess. 

• • • 
A :hundred years aigo, in a one-room J.aw office in Sprin1 

Illinois, an dbsoure man naimed Abraftlam L tncoln read alo 
his partner, :Billy Herndon, from a srender 1book of poetry , 
!had onliy a short time before !been pu1blished. It was Walt 
man's ' ILeaives of Grass." :In the years to come Lincoln 
spea'k wi!Jh bhe saime impassioned simplicity at t-he dedicati 
a cemetery lfor soldier dead in a small Pennsylvania town . . 
are a few selected lines of W·hibman's that !Lincoln read: 

I announce. what comes after me. 
I announce justice triumphant. 
I announce uncompromising liber ty and equality 
I announce splendors and majesties to make all the 

previous politics of the earth insignificant. 
• • • 

Ten yeaTs aigo, as the United 'Nations was •being or.ganize, 
lb'I'i·gfht hght of .hope lbegan to fl icker again in t'.he war-darl 
hea,rts of people. The other day, !before leavinig for the 
P CY\Vler Conference in President Eisieruhower asked 
to pray for the suc.cess of tli.e conference. • • • 

In the hand of ·IJhe Statue of a torch reaches to• 
the sky. 

!May the 1brilgfht liog'ht Off h ape flid<'<>r into a flame and 
forever in oeace and justice in .the hear ts of all men. 

·Everyw1here. 
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:ould ·have hapP€ned in iParis on a bench along the ibanks of 
! Seine where men discuss world affaiTs and perhaps women, 
around a cracker 'barrel in a VeDmont ,grocery, ar in a ipuib 
gland or anjl'Wlhere else in the world 'Wlhe!re pec:xple 'breathe 
r of heedom and love liberty. The simple fact, !however, 
t it haippened here in Amador County, in Bill Tam's gents 
lhi-ng s tore, on Main Street, in .Jackson. 
.• yea•rs la ter bhe news would ·go out to the world !by rradio 
?levision and telegraph and caible. 

* • • 
siden t Roosev·elt •had died only two unonths !before. The wa:r 
·ape had ended. Hitler and his demonology were incinerated 
n the 1,u1i;ble of .Berlin. The first atomk lbamlb had not yet 
tr~ggered. The American flag was s tip. to . .be raised on lwo 
by marines under the command of Brigadier-General iHarry 
;ed.ae a friend and nei·gh1bor. Hiroshima ·had been ta'l'geted· 
.cabr~ secrecy for destruction 1by a weapon which was to 
:e the fu tu·re of civilization. The w ar with Japan was mov
ward a climax. A martial audit, compiled 1by several inter
ial 01.1ganizations and officialliy reported bhe year 1before by 
ati.can. indicated the total nuimlber cxf dead and wounded
ry and civilian-was 56 million and 460 thousand. 

* • • 
Volcano (1population 1•28, ·by a finger-counting census) a 
g Chrisbmas tree had /been planted. A 1bronze plaque ibe-
read in part : . . 

; Christmas tree was planted durmg World War Two m 
prayerful hope that the Spirit of Christmas would for
: rule the relations of all men and all nations. 
l in San Francisco .the United Nations was •being ol'ganized. 
ibri.g.ht light of hOP€ was ibeginniI11g to flicker again in the 

arkened hearts of pec:xple everywihere. 'Mayibe . .. ma.'Y'be 
nited Nations would suOC€ed where the iLeaigue of Nations 
1iled so dismally af.ter the 'First World War. 

* • • 
Taim's s tore in Jackson is muc.h anore than a an~re empar

[t's a Main Street instibution a !kind of coruve-rsational foun 
rhere men gather to ·refresh themsel'Ve.s in small talk and 
t imes lba·iibed debate.- In t he back, Wihere ·Bill sits 'behind 
and wonderf·ully duttered roll-top desk, miners in the old 

ire-empted .the chairs in the shoe depa-rbment and dwg gold 
assayed $107 a ton in the underwear depa·rtment. Local 

al campai.gnS, dlaanpionsh~p 'Prize ifi,g:h_ts and ma,jor lea1~u,e 
tll P€nnanls •ha'Ve been won and lost m the ·b.ack of iB1ll s 
and at times the temperature of the concversahon has .gone 
1ot to freezing so quickly -the 1mercul';' in t1he theirimometer 
out at •both ends almost simultaneousl'Y. 
•eace-time. you met friends from other parts of the county 
and amiaibly :passed the tirrne of day. 
rnr-tiime, you shared anxieties ... and news a!bout county 
ties. 

* • • 
rns there-ten 'Yea·rs ago-wlhil~ the. •United !Nations was 
organized-that An11hony Cammeth, Jr., :the SOJ?. of an 

ious !athe r -w.ho had Ge:I'Ved under ·Wooru:;ow •Wilso n as 
ussioner of TunmLgration, told m e ihe had an idea and want
know> rw\hat iI thowgoh.t of it. 

t'he idea? . • G ld 
tal:ue of Ju.slice, to be set up in Sa~ Franc_1sco s o en 
as a sister statue :to the Statue of Liberty 1n New York 

* .. • 
y yearrs !before, the people and· children of !F.rance had 
d deep into thek hearts an~ Shallow purses and PO?led 
:I'u•gal centimes in a ~und which ,g·rew :to su?h iJ?'rOiportions 
nother idea •Wih ich also seemed /beyond ;realization a~ first 
e in fact and in sp.irit .the rvisilble and e!J.diuiring embodiment 
basic principle on which the democrac1e~ of .J!'rance. a~d the 

States were founded. Never 1before- m the suiblim1ty of 
ove-Jhad one coUilltl"Y sent to another such a ogift as the 
of Liberty. 

jng had said, "<East is ·East and West is West and never the 
shall meet." . 
· 'l)et•ha'PS with the S tabue of ·Lilbertiy in ·New: York facm~ 
~d a Stat~e of Justice in ·the Golde n Gate facing West, the 
would indeed meet in glolbe~gi!I'dling lbrother.hood and 
peace. 

• • • 
m g.ht Mr. Caminetti's idea was a mawelous one and we 
. 0 work on it. I iprepared some news releases and he col
$1/2-00-$2-50 of it the official contr~bution of 1lhe county by 
act of .the tBoaird of Supe.l'Visors. * • • 

kes tirrne for ideas to ripen in the imaginations of some men. 
i Francisco bhe statesmen of the world were too ibusy or-
1g the United Nations to add 11he we1ght of a statue to their 

g.ra'Ve lbuTdens. f!'he City of :San :Francisco authorities, on the 
other .hand, were itmwillinig to carry the 1ball at the point atw.hic:h 
we here in .this small county, rwith our limited resources, were 
willing to hand it to them. 

So the $1,200 remained in the bank. i ·v" 
And ten years passed. 

* • • 
.Several weeks a•go, wlhile listening to a •broad-cast f.rom the coon

memora t.iive sessions of the United Nations i11 San F.rancisco, I 
scr~bbled a draft of a telegram to Himl'y Caibot Lodige, Jr., the 
United States representati'Ve to the United Nations. Then T 
phoned Mr. Caaninetti, now the !District Attorney. He and I had 
been on opposite sides of a <Violent political !battle in the inter
vening years 1but of cou;rse this was no time for letting personal
ities or the past obs truct the u ll"gencies of the moment. 

He agreed to send the telegram and he and I and .Ea:rl Ga·rhari.ni, 
Chairunan of the Boa·rd of tSupe.1.lVisors si0gned it. 

Here's the telegram: 
Jackson, California 
June 25, 1955 

Hon. Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., 
United Stales Ambassador to the United Nations 
San Francisco Memorial Opera House 
San Francisco, Cal. 

Respectfully suggest a United Nations Statue of Justice 
to be erected in San Francisco's Golden Gate as an appropri- ' 
ate expression of ideals and objectives of member nalio 
and as a dramatic counterpart o~ Stal:~e of Libert in New 
York harbor. A fund of $1,200 rai~ e:ce • · i ~aunty 
specifically for such a purpose - l flf hope 
you will find it possible fo submit suggesii'o fo ·considera,f.. 
lion of present commemorative session for !:ct:~~ ~":.-.:•"'· ..,· .... .., .. .._-......'I~ 
may be fiUing. Please advise if you· Sarl!ti!£~4ur funa as 
firs.t implementing step toward realiiat.iOltJ'.l .l $ Perli'aps 
people and children of all countries, as we l as their gov
ernments, will wan! to join with the people and Board of 
Supervisors of this small California mountain county in such 
a world-wide undertaking of good will. 

SI A. Caminetti, Jr .. District Atlomey 
of Amador County 

S/ Earl J. Garbarini, Chairman, Board 
of Supervisors 

S/ Arthur Robinson, Volcano, California 
.Copies of the telegram were sent .to the top officials of the 

United Nations, to key dilgiures jn WaShin.gton, to Governor Krug.ht 
and Mayor Elmer Robinson of ·San Francisco, and· others. 

Then flh.ing.s .'began to happen. 
• • • 

News albout the idea !began to crackle on the radio and tele
vision. U. N. delegates at ·the San F1rancisco Opera House were 
told aibo•.it it. American and international news agencies sent 
s tories aibout it everywhere in IJhe w orld .... 

'Main Street. ... 
A small :California mountain county .... 
lt could lhave happened in Pcuis on a ibench along the banks af 

the Seine where anen discuss world affains and perhaps ~vomen, 
or around a cracker •bar.rel in a Vel"mont .grocery, or in a pub in 
England, or anywhere else in IJhe iworld where people breathe 
the air of freedom and love lilberty. 

For .the wcord-proudly and h.wmbly-it started here. 
0 • • 

We have !received unany commendatory letters f.roon those io 
Wlhom copies of the telegram w>ere sent. Two weeks aftenvards, 
!Mayor Rdbinson of San Francisco announced bhe appoi·nbment of 
a local ways and tmeans committee and requested .the committee 
to sulbmit a progiress report not later bhan .Aiu1g.ust 1st. il\faiyor 
Robinson wrote us :be has already receirved offers ·Dunning into 

\ 

many thousands of dolla;rs for a commemorative monument. Y{_e, ___ u 
:here hope fih .,,t every :rneomlber nation o.f tJhe United N'~S "1111 
support the idea financially. An implementing proposar to this 
effect, we tbelieve, will 1be introduced at the •next .general session 
of the United Nations and, •When that is done, a SUJPportin.g resolu-
.tion in Con~ss. ; • • • • 

A hundred years aigo, in a one-room l·aw office in Springfield, 
Illinols, an dbsour·e unan naimed Ai'b!raiham Ltncoln read aloud to 
his ipar.tner, :Billy Jlerndon, f.rom a srender tbook of poetry which. 
lhad on!Jy a short time lbefore /been oPWblished. It was Walt Whit
man's 'iLeasves of Grass." 'In the years to come Lincoln was to 
speak with bhe saime ianpassioned simplicity at the dedica-tion of 
a cemetery for soldier dead in a small Pennsylvania town .. Here 
are a few selected lines of W·hitman's that !Lincoln read: 

I announce, what comes after me. 
I announce justice triumphant. 
I announce uncompromising liberty and equality 
I announce splendors and majesties to make all the 

previous politics of ihe ~arth insignificant. 
• • • 

Ten years aigo, as bhe 'United Nations was ·being· or.ganized, the 
1b!l"Lgiht lioght of hope 1began to flicker a:gain in the war-darkened 
hea~-ts of people. The other day, !before leaving d'or the Four 
P ower Conference in .Geneva, 'President Eis.ie!11hower asked us aU 
to pra:y for the suc.cess of the conference . 

• • • 
In the hand of 11he Statue of Uber.by a torch reaches towaords 

the sky. 
!May the 1briight lirgfrlt of hope fliclr0 r into a flame. and burn 

forever in oeace and justice in .the hearts of all men. 
·Everywihere. 
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