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Walter Hickel 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hickel: 

Dennis A. Johnson 
6922 Meadowbrook Blvd. 
St. Louis Park, Minn. 

August 15, 1969 

My familw and I just completed a delightful automobile trip 
through the western states and encountered a couple of very 
distressing problems about which we vowed to write you as soon 
as we reached home. Hence this letter. 

The first concerns the status of one of the most historic 
enterprises of the American west, namely what remains of the 
Denver and Rio Grande West@Pa narrow gauge railroad in south
western Colorado. In Durango I learned that the ICC has just 
given the D&RGW permission to abandon one of the last two 
segments of this once extensive railroad. In danger now 
is the line from :Ourango to Alamosa, Colo., which winds through 
some of the most breathtaking and isolated mountain and desert 
country in our country. As construction crews were putting this 
line over Cumbres Pass in the early 1880s, they learned of the 
murder of President James Garfield and erected a monument in 
his memory. It still stands beside the track. Also slated for 
abandonment is the stretch from Durango to Farmington, N.M., 
following the Los Animas River through beautiful deserts and 
green valleys. 

The Rio Grande narrow gauge was built under the direction of 
the indomitable Otto Mears, who defiantly blasted rights-of-way 
through the Rockies to link the gold and silver fields of Colo
rado with the transcontinental railroads. Since 1949, his 
incredible network of trackage has gradually been abandoned, 
including the entire Rio Grande Southern, which went into the 
isolated mountain city of Telluride via some of the most beau
tiful canyons in the country. 

Granted, these r~utes lost their profit potential for the Rio 
Grande RR, which has a sound case when it said it could not afford 
to operate them. But a vast number of scholastic and amateur 
historians, railroad buffs, scenery seekers and others such as 
myself feel that the deliberate scrapping of this railroad is 
tragic and unnecessary. A small section remains in operation ••• 
the line from Durango to Silverton, which the railroad operates 
profitably for tourists. But even that line is subject to the 
profit and loss formula, and therefore isn't safe. 

Doesn't it seem possible that this railroad ••• all that's left of 
it.a.could be brought under federal protection as a National 
Historic Monument. I think it qualifies, and I doubt very much 
that the Rio Grande management would object to the Department of 
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Interior paying the scrap value of the re~aining track and 
equipment. Once a right-of-way is relinquished, it's very difficult 
to regain. 

Unfortunately the situation is very urgent, and perhaps very 
difficult. But maybe the railroad can be persuaded to wait 
voluntarily or through an injunction of some kind while the 
Interior Department studies the matter. It's tough to know 
where to start, and I'm turning to you. Your own home state 
has a railroad of equal fame ••• the White Pass and Yukon, which 
should be saved at all costs. 

_ ..... -.. ---
The second problem is simply this: During a sidewalk conver
sation with a couple of citizens in Reno, I was told that the 
private interests in the growing town of Lake Tahoe, Nevada, 
are dumping their raw sewage into that beautiful mountain 
border lake. Supposedly the lake is beginning to deteriorate 
rapidly. Outrageous! 

My sincere thanks •. 

Sincerely, 

:IJ~A~~ 
Dennis A. Johnson 

p.s. I've sent a similar request to Sens. Walter Mondale and 
Peter Dominick, and to Gov. John Love. 
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Sen~tor W~ltor Mondale 
Washington, DoC~ 

Dear Senator ~ondale: 

Den.n:Ls Ao Johns on 
6922 Meadowbrook Blvdo 
S · I ·· p , t1" • 1i" JOUlS aJ'.ltC 1 . .lvn.nno 

August 15, 1969 

My family anQ. I just completed a delightful automobile trip 
tlu.,ough the western s·!;ates and en.counte1.,ed a couple of ver.y 
<?.istressing problems about ·which we vowed to write you e.s 
·soon as we i.,eache-d h:>me o Hence this letter o 

The first concerns ~he status of one of the most historic 
enterp1"ises of the American west, narriely what remains of 'the 
Denver and Rio Grande Western narrow gauge railroad in south
western Coloradoo In Durango I learned that the ICC has 

----- .. 

·just given the D&RGW permission to abandon one of the last 
two .segments of this o.nce ex'tensive· 1.,ailroad. In danger now 
is the· line· from Du1.,ango to Alamosa 51 Colo.~ which winds through 
some o.f the most breathtaking and isolated mountain and desert 
country in our countryo · As constr11ction crews were putting this 
line over Cumbres· Pass in the early 1880$, they learned of the 
murde1-:i o.f President James Ga1-:ifield and erec.1G0d a monument in 
his memoryo It still stands beside the track. Also slated for 
abandonment is the stretch from Durango to Farrrdngton, N oMo ~ 
following the Los Animas th1.,::>ugh beautiful dese1-it and green 
valleyo . . 

The Rio Graride narrow gauge was built under the direction of 
the indornit~able Otto Mears,, who d.e.fiantly blasted rights-of-way 
th1-:iough the Rockies ·to link the Gold and Silver .fields of Colo
rado with the transcontinental railroadso Since 1949, his 
incredible network ~f trackage has gradually been abandoned, 

·· -including the entire Rio Grande Southern, which went :i.nto the 
mountain city of Telluride via some of the most·isolated .and 
bea~tiful canyons in the countryo · · 

Granted, these routes lost t~eir profit potential and the Rio 
·Grande had a sound case when it said it could not afford to 
operate theino But a vast numbeJ? of scholastic and amateu.1-; 
historians, railroad buffs, scenery seekers and others such as 
myself feel that the delibe1")ate scrap;dng of this 11ailroad is 
tragic and unnecessaryo A small sectioh remains in operationooo 
the line from Durango to Silverton, which the railroad operates 
p1~of'itably fo11 tou~isJcso But even that line :i.s subject to the 
profit and loss formula, and therqf~re isn't_ safe. 

Doesn't it seem possible that this railr:>ad ••. all t~at's left of 
itooocould be brou2ht under federal orotection as a National 
Historic Nonwhcnt.~ I thi~k it.qriali~ies, and I d~ubt very much 
that the Rio Grandb management would nbject to the Department of 
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Interior paying the scrap value of the rem~ining track.and 
· equipmento Once a right~of-way is relinquished, it's v~ry 
difficult to regaino 

Unfortunately the situation is very urgent, and perhaps very 
difficulto But perhaps the railroad can be persuaded to wait 
up voluntarily or~ th1.,ough an injunction of sorts while the 
Interior Department .studies the n:attero Itt s tough to know 

·.where to start, but you've done an admirable job as a liberal 
senator$ and Iim tµrning to youo 

. ~ 

The second problem is simply thfs·: During a sid~walk conver
sation with a couple citizens in Reno, I was told that the 
private interests in the growing coniro01~clal t-own of Lake Tahoe, 
Nevada, are dumping raw sewage into that beautiful mountain 
border lakeo Supposedly the lake is beginning to deteriorate 
rapidlyo Outrageouso 

My sincere thankso 

"· 

p.so I 1 ve sent a simila1~ request to Sc·ino Peter Dolllinick,, 
Walter Hickel$ and Govo John ~ove 9 Colo. 

·.I 
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FOR: D APPROVAL N ~ (£ .-;r..1CJ~,j} e__. 

D INFORMATION 

D PER OUR CONVERSATION 

D COMMENT 

~ ACTION AS APPROPRIATE 

[] DRAFT REPLY FOR SECRETARY'S 
SIGNATURE 

0 REPLY ON BEHALF OF THE SECRETARY 

D AS REQUESTED 

AND: [] RETURN 

D FILE 

D FORWARD 

D SEE ME 
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.· .-<~-:~'. .· -~ . DEPARTML _ OF THE ·INTERIOR ,...._ 
· :-:i , ASSISTANT SECRETARY ·- WATER POLLT.ITION CON'FROL 

·_ : · : -· · Washington,. D.~ c. · _; / 

RociIN~:SLiP· ·.·· . . . . . . • Date b? 
.• . ' 

From1 To . 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY. KLEIN _____ _.,_ __ _.,_ __ _ 
: MCConnick · : SingE;r · ---------------1-.:M..1 _ _... ___ _ 
'Reinhardt ··Everett ____________ ....,_ __ _... ____ _ 

·stem 
Kerr 

· · , Te,are 
WATER,POLLtrrION CONTROL ADMINISTRATION 

Dominick Banlhill ___________ _,._ __ __, ___ _ 
. ' 

,·_OFFICE OF· SALINE "WATER·.·. ~-'· · 

i 
. : i" 

- I 

; 

i 

•. c, .. • 

~ .. ·' ·.. . 

. ·:·· 

... 
;. '• 

OsW -MAIL CENTER j . ___________ ...._ __ __.. ___ _ 

. i ' . .. . .. 

OFFICE OF WATER RESOURCES-RESEARCH. I , . -: ··" .... : -... 
I 

·o,i~ MAIL CENTER. ________ ,..._ __ .._ __ _ 

~FOR/ I .. ·Concurrence 
' .. · ·:I File 

: ' : I Information . 
J • ··.- ; I Investigate. & .- · . 

Advise :. 

Return To _________ _ 
~ 'Reeommenda ti on. 
- See .Me 

.:"-_: · · · · ReJ?lY for Sig~ature of 
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THE JICARILLA APACHE TRIBE 

Director, National Park Servtce 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Sir: 

°' I rt 

Augutt 29, 1969 

The tribal c~uncils of botb the Soutit.e~n Vt• •nd Jica~illa Apache 
Tribes met in •p~cial ses•i~~ August 25, 1969 ~o dts.c1i18$ the ab•tui
onment of the D~v..er abd lto Gra~oe We•t•tO lailtoa4 wbich passes 
through both reservat1Q~s. Stnce ~he aba~doiwoent would seri~usly 
affect both our ieaervations and it• peqples, it was unanimously 
decided to appoint a Joint Ta•k Force, ·cotttptis•d of two c:ouncibnen 
from each reservation, to study. this prQbl•• in depth. 

. . . ? 
On AugQst 27, 1969 this Join~ Task Fo~ce met 1'ith its ~onsultants ; 
and after •ucb cU.scu.aston passed a resolutf,.(tn requestittg e ational 
Patk Serviee to provide this Task Force with.its expertise in the 
preparation of its fiqal r•port outlining in detail, how the pre
setvation of this railroad would benefit both of our tr~bes socially 
and econom1cally. A copy of thi• tesolotioa ••& presente~ to 
Mr. Prank Kowskt, l.egioul Director of the ?fatioual Park.. Service, 
at tbe public meeting held i~ Santa.re by the Bational Pa~k Service 
to discus• .the feasibility of pre•erv£ns the railroad as a National 
Mon\IQlent. the Southern Ute abd Jicarilla Apache Tribes are requesting 
that to\¢ism coucesaions be reserved for them. 

Anything 101.lt' office can do to assist our Iaiian peoples along these 
lines will be appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosure 
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The fo\lo~ing r eso lu t i on was a do pt ~d by t~e J o in t Ta sk 

\ 

Force of the Jicarilla Apache and Southern Ut e T r i b es : 

· W H E R E AS , t h e T r i b a 1 Co u n c, l I ,o f t h ,e J j c a r i 1 1 a A p a ch e 

Tribe of Dulce, Ne~ Mexico and 

S o u t h e r n U t e 1 r ,i b e . o .f I g n a c i o , 

the Tr i b a 1 ·c ·o u n c i I o f th e 

'11 
Colorado in joint meet in g 

' . 
I 

held iri l gnacio,.Co lor ado on August 25, 1969, created a 

joint task forc e to work towa r d sav in g the r ailroad as th e 
. ' 

s ame cross e s th e t wo _ r e s e rvation s ; 'and 
' ., 

\..'.HERE AS , th e Tribal Counc j l s , in jojnt s ession discussed 

the need for th e pres e rvati o n of th e rail road across the . . 

r ese rvati ons . wit~ ter m_ina l po i n t s . in l gnac~o , C9 l orado and 

Anton .ito, Coloraqo ... }P that freig r .t se.ry i c;e Fl~ th e same ex isted 

in past .yea rs q1nbe re- estab lish ed an~ mo r e i mpo r 'tantly, to 
. . 

i n t e grate pass e ·r.i·~l"e r · 5 e r vi c e i n to 
· 11·' J 

recr eat j onp l and tourism 

d e v e 1 op me n ts w h i ch pot h Tr i b es ar e pres en t 1 y i n i t i a t i n g and 

, e x p e c t to h a v e . .i. n. f u 1 1 .ope r a_ t i 9. n w i t h i n th e f o r e s e e ab 1 e f u t u r e ; 

and . 

WHERE AS , the Jo~nt . Ta sk Force has been assigned the 
I 

responsibility fo r prep a rin g a presentation t o j u stify to all 

p e rsons : and gr o up s , concern e d th e n eed for the conti nua ti on of 

the ra i 1 road; and 

WHE REAS , the Sec r eta r y of Interior has p l edged the mob i l iza-

t i o n o f . a 1 .1 B u r e a u s a n d Ag e n c i e s w i t h i n t h e De p a r t me n t o f I n t e r i o r 

t o a s s i s .L . I n d i a n t r i b e s i n p ·r o p e r i n g e c o n o m i c n 11 y a n d s o c i a 1 I y ; 

and .. 

\4HE REAS , th e Nat i ona l P ark Service has been directed to 

determ i ne , the f eas i bi lit y of th e prese rv ation of th e nar r ow - gauge 

r a i 1 road , as a .. f e d e r a 1 I y o wn ed fa c i I i t y , a nd , to t h i s end , i ts 
;~-·---- -·---~·~":·"rt-~-.:.. ... ~-.. r. ~ .. -.;;~--;~~,....-~ .. -_.i,--.c,. ....... ,... ___ ~,- ·;J ' . ·· ·":!· rt-- ·-... ; 

\ f).: · ~ ~.Pf'i-.._...-- _._ ,•,7!'7.----u-.. .. · .. -:;;·· .. · .- -- 1 

off .ic.ers, , emp.lo',ye ,es and consu .ltant s ., w ith exp_ert j se i r\ t he ff e"l d , ·1. """"! 
·, 

are preparing a , r epo r t which w i 11 e mbody i ts findin gs and c on - " 

WHEREAS ,. : t .he. Joint TAsk Forc e wi.11 n ee d . expert advise · i n 

the .. pre.parati .on, o ·f . it s r e p o rt t ,o th e. Nationa l Pa .rk Service ; 
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Now ther efo re, be it RESO LVED by the Joint Task Force 
~ 

..;!. • , e 

of the Jicaril l a Apache Tr} be .of New Mex i co and the Southern 

Ute Tribe of Ignacio, Colorado that i t r espectfully pet i t ion 

the Direct or of the National Park Serv i ce to make availa ble 

t o th e Joint Task Fo rce of the two Tribes, the servic e s of 

the officers, emp l oyees and consu l tants with expertise in 

such matters to assist the Task Force in the preparation of 

its report; and 

Be it further RESOLVED that copies of this reso l utio n 

be fo.rward ed to the Secretary of I nterior, the Co mm i ss i oner of 

Indi an Affairs, the Di r ector of the National ~rk Ser v ice , an d 

the Congres s ional Deleg at ion o f t h e states of New Mexico and 

Colorado. 

.. · .. · .. :: .. 

I 

JOINT TASK FORCE OF THE JIC AR ILLA 
TRIBE AND THE SOUTHERN UTE TRIBE : 

c4A'ec:-c~ 
-C.a r c i a , Col' n c i 1 man 

cO M--~·~:.~:.~lla 
- .)LVY u<t-"'-1-

August 27, 1969 

I 
I 

I 
i 
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DA'r.E!: ·· ·· 

RE: 

September 10, 1969 (l)f 
~Cni!eb .. ~Mate.G f nafe 

Mr. Dennis A. Johnson 
6922 Meadowbrook Blvd. 
st. Louis Park, Minnesota 

Respectfully referr 

Please refer response to attention of 

___ R_o_b_e_r_t_M_a_n_n_i_o_n ___ , of my staff , 

on the outside of the envelope only. 

Thank you. 

WALTER F. MONDALE 
U.S. SENATE 
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• 'UJAN,JR. 
.CIC~ r NEw Mmco 

t3t7 1m Mousa omca 
8u!LDING 

QtongrtSS of tbt '1nfttb g;ta~~T. OF lMTERIOR 
1$outte of l\epre1eutatfbt1( 

EMJJfuuton. :m.ct. 20515 SEr 9 \ 34 PH '69 
September 5 I 1969 OFF. OF THE SECRETARY 

Mro George Hartzog, Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Mr. Hartzog, 

Enclosed is a copy of a recently 
passed resolution of the Jicarilla 
Apache Tribe concerning the Denver 
and Rio Grande western Railroad. 

Anything that the National Park 
service can do to help them would be 
appreciated. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

ML/pap 
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The following re~81~tion was adopted by the Joint Task 

. Force of the Jicarilla Apache and Southern Ute Tribes: 

W H E RE AS , · t he T r i b a 1 Co u n c. ! 1 . .o. f th e J i c a r i 1 1 a A p a ch e ... 
Tribe of Dulce~ New Mexico and the Tribal ·c.ouncil of the 

• • • :·\; r; • . \ 
~ l ' ; ~ , ...... f• ' (.~ ~ • I ) I •• 

S o u t'h e r n U t e Tr i be o f I g n a c i o , Co 1 o r a do , i n j o i n t · me e :t i n 'g· 

h e .. 1 d' i ri I g n a c i o· , Co 1 o r a do on Au g u s t ~ 5 , 1 9 6 9 , c re a t e d a 

joint tas;k force 'to work .toward saving the rai 1 r.oad as the 

s am e c r o s s efs·· t h e· two res e r v a t i o n s ; a n d 

WHEREAS, the Tribal Councils, in joint session discussed 

the need for the preservation of the railroad across the 

res e r v a t i on s w i th t e rm i n a 1 po i n t s i n I g n a c i o ., Co 1 o r a do an d 

An to n. i t o ~ . : Co 1 · o r a do . s o th a t f re i g h t · s e r v i C·e a s t he s am e e x i s t e d 
.. 

in past y~~rr,~·t~n be re-established.and more importantly, to 

integrate, 1 passeng.e.r service into recreational and tourism 

~evelopments which both Tribes are presently initiating and 

e X p e c t . t 0 I h. ~ .v .. ~. . i n f U 1 1 0 p e r a t i 0 n W i t h i n t h e f 0 r e s e e ab 1 e fu t u r e ; 

and 

WHEREAS~ ·th~ Joint Task Force has been assigned the 

resp on s i b ·i 1 i t y f o ·r p rep a r i n g a p r:- e.s en ta t .j on to j us t i f y to a 1 1 

.. ' .t:-. 

persons· and groups concerned the. need for the continuation of 

the ra i 1 road; and 

W H E RE AS. , t h e .S e c r e t a r y o f I ·n t e r i o r h· a s p 1 e d g e d t h e mo b i 1 i z a -

ti o r:i of . a 1 1 . B .u r ea u ~ a n d Ag en c i e s w i t h i fl t h e 0 e p a r t me n t o f I n t e r i o r 

to .assist. Indian tr·ibes in.ipropering economically a·nd socially; 

an·d ... 

WH'ERE~AS, the National Park Se'rvi'ce has been directed to 

cfe~t~·r~m1in.e:it1he f·easib·il ity o,f ·the'. preser.vation of. the narro\·1-gauge 

. . . ,'.)W' ~,;;~ra'U ·[ o.a q, . ~s; :a:(. f e ~ ~,~,~p,l~f tl'. ~~~~,~ q fa d ·1 i t y " ·:_an ~ , t o , . t h i s e n ~- , i t s 

·I'',,, 

;.">~t ·the:1~pre.p~ra1tipn~ o.f i·ts re,p,ort to!·t·he,·Na·t;i'.01.nal. Pa;r.,k Servi c~; 
.. : ... ~' 
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Now therefore, be it RESOLVED by th~ Joint Task Force 

of the Jicarilla Apache Tr!be of New Mexico and the Southern 

Ute Tribe of Ignacio, Colorado that it respectfully petition. 

·the Director of the National Park Service to make available 

to the Joint Task Force of the two Tribes, the services of 

the officers, employees and consultants with expertise in 

such matters to assist the Task Force in the preparation of 

its report; and 

Be it further RESOLVED that copies of this resolution 

be forwarded to the Secretary of Interior, the Commissioner of 
! j J 

Ind i an A ff a i rs , the Di rector of the Nat ion a 1 Park is er vi ce , and 

the Congressional Delegation of the states of New Mexico and 

Colorado •. 

... ···' 

JOINT TASK FORCE OF THE JICARILLA 
TRIBE AND THE.~OUTHERN UTE TRIBE: 

~ 

.. o ~/!" CJ2.£<.__-J 

Sam Ba 1 t za r ,~6·'\! l)C i l.man .)Jicari lla 

by=:'. 6-~%1d~J o. l!:.a~ 
Chr~s A. Baker, Councilman 

. ,- / // / · So. Ute 

by: Lln1w--1. /f,Jfl:zt!/V 1

Bonn~~Kent, Councilman 
So. Ute 

August 27, '1969 

·. 
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.... Mamn1 fM..1•, Jr. Ho,_ . . raaeo. . . 

~-··· 
~ .JllJ. t.Q.1alt1 

we ...... ..-. to.~ pur ~a bthal' ot the aom.u.·-- ... -~ .. - aai l1o ~ Vestera ~· .... . 

w. ...,.,sat.a ~ iDte.e&i; m tlda •ta~ 4114 w!ll pNV14e 10\l 
• · "1fJ:t at -. ~lieat ojJoistunl:ti"• 

·~70ur$. 

TGWood.:bbl:9-10-69 
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Hem. Walter 1 • Mondale 
'Ullited states BeneAte 
Waith1ngton• D.C. 

»ear Senator lbndatei 

We are pleased to aclm.ot(Ledge 10Ul" inqu1ey in behalf of 

Mr. Dennie A. Jolmaon coneemi:Ds the Denver and Rio Grande marrow 

Gauge Railroad• We am>Neiate 7our 1nterut 1n this matter and 
.... 

will p;rov1de 10'1& H.Pl1' at our emiliest opportunity. 

Smcerely ycni:rs, 

TGWood:jad 9/15/69 
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(sgd) 'J. E.. N. Jensen 

.A.Ctlng·~., 
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