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/1;f7ji7 Dennis A. Johnson
/ -

6922 Meadowbrook Blvd,
St. Louis Park, Minn.

Auvgust 15, 1969

Walter Hickel
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Hickel:

My family and I just completed a delightful automobile trip
through the western states and encountered a couple of very
distressing problems about which we vowed to write you as soon
as we reached home., Hence this letter.

The first concerns the status of one of the most historic
enterprises of the American west, namely what remains of the
Egg%ggggggnﬁiau&naadeAWGsxe;n-narrow gauge railroad in south-
weéstern Colorado. In Durango I learned that the ICC has just

’ given the D&RGW permission to abandon one of the last two

‘ segments of this once extensive railroad. In danger now
is the line from Durango to Alamosa, Colo., which winds through
some of the most breathtaking and isolated mountain and desert
country in our country. As construction crews were putting this
line over Cumbres Pass in the early 1880s, they learned of the
murder of President James Garfield and erected a monument in
his memory. It still stands beside the track. Also slated for
abandonment 1s the stretch from Durango to Farmington, N.M.,
following the Los Animas River through beautiful deserts and
green valleys.

The Rio Grande narrow gauge was built under the direction of
the indomitable Otto Mears, who defiantly blasted rights-of-way
through the Rockies to link the gold and silver fields of Colo-
rado with the transcontinental railroads. Since 1949, his
incredible network of trackage has gradually been abandoned,
including the entire Rio Grande Southern, which went into the
. isolated mountain city of Telluride via some of the most beau-
: tiful canyons in the country.

Granted, these routes lost their profit potential for the Rio
Grande RR, which has a sound case when it said it could not afford
to operate them. But a vast number of scholastic and amateur
historians, railroad buffs, scenery seekers and others such as
myself feel that the deliberaste scrapping of this railroad is
tragic and unnecessary. A small section remains in opsesration...
the line from Durango to Silverton, which the railroad operates
profitably for tourists. But even that line is subject to the
profit and loss formula, and therefore isn't safe.

Doesn't it seem possible that this railroad...all that's left of
it.o.could be brought under federal protection as a National

Historic Monument. I think it qualifies, and I doubt very much
that the Rio Grande management would object to the Department of
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Interior paying the scrap value of the remaining track and
equipment. Once a right-of-way is relinquished, it'!'s very difficult
to regain,

Unfortunately the situation is very urgent, and perhaps very

difficult. But maybe the railroad can be persuaded to wait

voluntarily or through an injunction of some kind while the

Interior Department studies the matter. It's tough to know

where to start, and I'm turning to you., Your own home state

has a railroad of equal fame...the White Pass and Yukon, which
_should be saved at all costs.

The second problem is simply this: During a sidewalk conver-
sation with a couple of citizens in Reno, I was told that the
private interests in the growing town of Lake Tahoe, Nevada,
are dumping their raw sewage into that beautiful mountain
border lake. Supposedly the lake is beginning to deteriorate
rapidly. Outrageous!

My sincere thanks. .

Sincerely,

OCPWM s
Dennis A, Johnson

pP.S. I've sent a similar request to Sens. Walter Mondale and
Peter Dominick, and to Gov. John Love.
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Dennis A. Johnson
6922 Meadowbrook Blvd,
St. Louls Park, Minn,

. Auvgust 15, 1969
Senator Walter Mondale
Washington, D.C.

Dear Senator ﬂondalof

My family and I just completed a delightful aubtomobile trip
through thse western states and encountered a couple of very
distressing problems about which we vowed to write you as

‘soon as we reached honeo Hence this letter. CT

The first concerns the Suatus of one of the most historic
enterprises of the American west, namely what remains of ‘the
Denver and Rio Grande Western narrow gauge railroad in south-
western Colorado. In Durango I learned that the ICC has

Just given the D&RGW permisgion to abandon one of the last

two segments of this once extensive railroad. In danger now

is the line from Durango to Alam@sa, Colo., which windsg through
some of the mos?t bredtntaklng and isolated mountain and desert
country in our country. " As construction crews were putting this
line over Cumbres Pass in the early 1880s, they learned of the
murder of President Jemes Garfield and erected a monument in
his memory. It still stands beside the track. Also slated for
abandonment is the stretch from Durango to Farmingbon, N.M.;
following the Los Anxmas through beautlful desert and green
valley.

The Rio Graﬁde narrow gauge was built under the direction of

- the indomitable Otto Mears, who defiantly blasted rights-of-way
through the Rockies -to link the Gold and Silver Iields of Colo-
rado with the transcontinental railroads. Since 1949, his
incredible network of trackage has gradually been abandoned,

- ~including the entire Rio Grande Southern, which went into the
mountaln city of Telluride via some of the most isolated and
beautiful canyons in the country.

Granted, these routes lost their profit potential and the Rio

‘Grande had a sound case when it said it could not afford to

operate them., But a vast number of scholastic and amateur

historians; railroad buffs; scenery seekers and others such as

myself feel thet the deliberate scrapoying of this railroad is

tragic and unnecessary. A small section remains in operation..s
| the line from Durango to Silverton, which the railroad overates
profitebly for tourists., Bubt even that line is subject to the
profit and loss formula, and tharefore isn't safe.

Doesn't it seem possible that this railrosad...all that's lelt of
iteo.could be brought under federal protection as a Hational

Historic Monument. I think it uallfxe§, and I doubt very wnuch
that tho Rio Grande management would object to the Department of




My sincere thanks.
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Interior paying the SOrap value of the remaining track .and

"equipment. Once a right- of—way is rellnqunshed it!s very

difficult to regalno

Unfortunately the 31tuat10n is very urgent, and perhaps very
difficult. But verhaps the railroad can be persuvaded to wait
up voluntarily or through an injunction of sorts while the
Interior Department studies the matter. Itts tough to know

~where to start, but you've done an admirable job as a liberal

senator; and I*m turning to yovo

The second problen is simply thns Durlng a sidewalk conver-
sation with a couple citizens in Reno, I was told that the
private interests in the growing commercial town of Lake Tahoe;
Nevada, are dumping raw sewage into that beautiful mountain
border lake. Supposedly the lake is beginning to deterlorate
rapidly. Oquageouso

Slncerely,

E 7 /4%/
.". g/j o %

nnis A. hnson

PeSo I've sent a s1m¢lar request to Sen, Peter Dominick,
Walter Hickel, and Gov. John Love, Colo,
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August 29, 1969

Director, National Park Service
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Sir:

‘The tribal councils pf both the Southern Ute and Jicarilla Apache

Tribes met in special sessign August 25, 1969 to discuss the aband-
onment of the Denver and Rio Grande Westeru Railroad which passes
through both reservations. Since the abandonment would seriously
affect both our yeservations and its peoples, it was unanimously
decided to appoint a Joiat Task Force, comprised of twe councilmen
from each reservation, to study this problem in depth.

On August 27, 1969 this Joint Task Force met with itsf
and after much discussion passed a resolution requesting Lhe National
Park Service to provide this Task Force with its expertise in the
preparation of its final report outlining in detail, how the pre-
setvation of this railroad would benefit both of our tribes socially
and economically., A copy of this resolution was presented to

Mr, Frank Kowski, Regional Director of the National Park Service,

at the public meeting held {n Santa Fe by the National Park Service
to discuss the feasibility of preserving the railroad as a National
Monument, The Southern Ute and Jicarilla Apache Tribes are requesting
that tourism concessions be reserved for them.

Anything your office can do to assist our Imdian peoples along these
lines will be appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

@/We: d7/&

NI - Charlie Vigil, President

e Jicarilla Apache Tribe
% "‘ .
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The following resolution was adopted by the Joint Task

Force of the Jicarilla Apache and Southern Ute %ribes:
"WHEREAS, the Tribal Councjl of the'Jicarflla Apache
Tribe of bulce, New Mexjco and the Tribal Cbﬁncil of the
Southern Ute T}jbe_of lgnacio, Coloradg, in joint meeting
held in lgnacio, Calorado on August 25, 1969, created a
joint task force to work toward saving the railroad as the
same crosses thelfﬁo‘reservgtiOns;'and
WHEREAS, the Tribal Counti]s, in jpint session discussed
the need for the preservation of the railroad across the

reservations with terminal points.in lgnacio, Colorado and

Antonito, -Colorado,_so that freight service as the same existed
a2 S : ) _ ;

in past years can‘be rerestablished and more importantly, to

integrate passenger servnce into recreationa1 and tourism

developments which both Tribes are presently initiating and

.expect to have~in full'operatiqn within the foreseeable future;

and . ; 7

WHEREAS , the Jounthask Force has-been assigned the
FESPOHSIbl]ItY for preparing a presentation to justify to all
persons, and groups, concerned the need for the continuation of
the railroad; and

WHEREAS, the Secretary of Interior has pledged the mobiliza-
tion of. all Bureaus and Agencies within the Department of Interior

to assist. Indian tribes in propering economically and socially;

and i ' "
WHEREAS, the National Park Service has been directed to
determine the feasibility of the preservation of the narrow-gauge

rallroad as . a, Federa]ly owned facility, and, to this end, }ts

PR s
Rt e ot g

offlcers,,employees and consultants, WIth expert;se'nn the f|eld

T STV AAY bt S b S S S VT {3

e o |

are preparing a report which will embody its findings and con- .
clusionsg; and -
WHEREAS,  the Joint TAsk Force will need expert advise in

the-preparation of. its reportto the National Park Service;
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Now therefore, be it RESOLVED by the Joint Task Force

<

o%.the.Jicarilla Apache Trjbe_of New Mexico and the Southern
Ute Tribe of Ignacio, Colorado that it respectfully petition
the Director of the National Park Service to make available
to the Joint Task Force of the two Tribes,‘the services of
the officers, employees and consultants with expertise iﬁ
such matters to assist the Task Force in the preparation of
its report; and

Be it further RESOLVED that copies of this resolution
be forwarded to the Secretary of Interior, the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, the Director of the National Rark Service, and
the Congréssional Delegation of the states of New Mexico and

.Coiorado.

JOINT TASK FORCE OF THE JICARILLA
TRIBE AND THE SOUTHERN UTE TRIBE:

bY://QQ%QQCZ§Z%Z{251£%52,/

#* D.Barela, Couwnctliman
(\\*) Jicarilla
o B oo
by : it \:n; OTAn—

~Sam Baltazar, (Councilman
icarilla

| Ao by : ﬂwz»n/ S e [

Chris A. Baker, Councilman

| So. Ute
- by: //Zw2ﬂ/ fZ:/V<£

Bonn “Kent, Councilman
o

%
e

August 27, 1969
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DATE: -
September 10, 199 ﬂ/?ﬂ
Alnited Sfates ﬁnaic
RE:

Mr. Dennis A. Johnson
6922 Meadowbzqook Blvd.
St. Louis Park, Minnesota

Respectfully refe rr. tis

»
..'...l..'...‘..ll.x.."lﬂ.... N.Q.‘..
For your consideration of the at d
letter, and for a r@port.

&
__To be for .ardecfc'hrectly to the

wid¥h a copy to me
for mymnforgtation and records.

&e%

: g,a to accompany @

¥ there any way that the
Department might be able to take
this over as a historic site.
Any comments you have to offer
would be very helpful.

Please refer response to attention of

Robert Mannion , of my staff ,

on the outside of the envelope only.

Thank you. /hw y

WALTER F, MONDALE
U.S. SENATE
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September 5, 1969 gpr, oF THE SECRETARY

Mr, George Hartzog, Director
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Hartzog,

Enclosed is a copy of a recently

passed resolution of the Jicarilla
Apache Tribe concerning the Denver
and Rio Grande Western Railroad,

Anything that the National Park
Service can do to help them would be

appreciated.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

nu¢l Lujan, Jr.

ML/pap
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The following resﬂlufion was adopted by the Joint Task
)'~AForce of the charnlla Apache and Southern Ute Trlbes
WHEREAS ‘the Tribal Council of the Jicarilla Apache

i

Trlbe of Dulce, New Mexico and the Trlba] Council of the

LA
‘-l"‘ln,A(_. [}

Southern Ute Trlbe of lgnac:o, Colorado, in joint meetlng'
held in lgnacio, Colorado on August %5, 1969, created a
joint task force to work toward saving the railroad as the
same crosses the two reservations; and
WHEREAS, the Tribal Councils, in joint session discussed
the need for the preservation of the railroad across the
reservations with terminal points in lgnacio, Colorado and
AntonitO;§Co]efédo.so that freightAService as the same existed
? in past~fe§($fe§n he re-established.and more importantly, to
“integrate”paéeeﬁgee.service into recreational and tourism
developmen£s>w5ieh both Tribes are presently initiating and
expect,to;heye_in full“bperation within the foreseeable future;
L R
?. ' WHEREAS;ethe Joint Task Force has been assigned the o
responsibility for preparing a presentation to justify to all
persons. and groups concerned the need for the continuation of
the railroad; and
WHEREAS, the Secretary of Interior has pledged the mobiliza-~
tiognef,aIJ.Bureegs and Agencies within the Department of Interior
fo_eesist.Jndian tribee in 'propering economicelly and socially;
andti‘ | | :
WHEREﬁS,‘the National Park Service has‘been directed to

Hefehmdneﬁfhe feasibility of ‘the: preservation of the narrow-gauge

rd{ﬂxoadhégﬁéjfedef"' ”ed facmllty;'and, to, this end, its
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WHEREAS, the JOInt TAsk Force: w”]P need expert advise in

N

N ;;ofﬁLcers,,employe
B : T e

are prepar|ng a. report whlc hody. ltsfundnngs and con-

‘the. preparatlon of its reporttOvthe~Natwomal.Pamk Service;
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Now therefore, be it RESOLVED by the Joint Task Fforce
of the Jicarilla Apache Trjbe of New Mexico and the Southern
Ute Tribe of lIgnacio, Colorado that it respectfully petition

the Director of the National Park Service to make available

— —

to the Joint Task Force of the two Tribes, the services of

the officers, employees and consultants with expertise in

such matters to assist the Task Force in the preparation of
QJ .

its report; and
e R ]

Be it further RESOLVED that copies of this resolution
be forwarded to the Secretary of Interior, the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, the Director of the National RPark Service, and
the Congressuonal Delegation of the states of New Mexico and
Colorado

JOINT TASK FORCE OF THE JICARILLA
TRIBE AND THE SOUTHERN UTE TRIBE:

(ﬁ/ v 8/4(«(_/

T GarC|a, Councilman
: - Jicarilla

\’Sam Balfézar, Coyncilman
icarilla

by: [7(:4;/}‘../2154/ Q ] &/t

Chris A. Baker, Councilman

Aﬁi;ww//%zlff<i

BonnyﬂKent Counci lsrr(a)an

Ute
August 27, '1969
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Hon. Manuel mm: e
House of -
Waahington, D,

, Doy Mr, Ianjan:

! We ave plesgsd to acinovledge your iuguivy in behalf of the
mmmwmmmmm
mtmmmm..

We appreciste your intersst in this matter snd will provide you
ammmmummmm

Ny

TGWood 1 bbl: 9~10-69
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Hon. Walter P, Mondale 7
United Stabes Senste
mhinm, D.C.

Desar Sepator Mondales
We are pleased to acknowledge your inguiry in behslf of
Mre Demnls A. Jolnson ceneerning the Denver sad Rio Grande Narrow
¢auge Rallroad. We eppreciate your interest in this matter and
will provide you & reply at our earliest opportunity,

Sineergly yours,

DXvactor

; TGWood :jad  9/15/69
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L (sgd)_Robert B-,MOQ"‘*‘

Assistant | ?»"imctw» ' .o | 0[

) Regional Dimetcr, Southwest Region A
"‘."'Chlef SSC/ORP : ‘ I
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