


































































































































































































CUSTER BATTLE GUNS 

·The middle gun "was used by Spotted ·wolf, a 
Ch eyenne I ndian , in k ill ing soldie1·s at Custer's !ast 
batt le . June 25. 1876. It is Sharpe's model 1852. 
br!'ech-loacl('r, single-shot. Relic obtained from 
Spot led 'Vo H's daughter , in J 927. 

T h e four other guns were taken Cheyenne 
n·a niors from Custe r soldie rs killed at the L ittle 
Bighorn battle. They a r e Springfie ld m.ocl e l 1873 , 
brl'ech-loRder, single shot . 

SKETCH 
OF 

CUSTER 

STORY . 
THE 

BATTLE 

Copyright 19 33 

By Thomas B. Marquis 

'.l'HE BASIS OF THE WARFARE 
The t r eaty of 1 86 8 settled the Northern Cheyennes, the North ern A rapa

hocs a nd variOliS Si oux tribes on resHvations in Dakota T erritory. The Cro-:v 
reservation's eastern boundary was fixed at t h e 107th merid ian ot longitude, 
which runs north-south about t wen ty m iles east of the pres ent Custer battle 
f•ie ld monument. Between that line a nd the Dakota r eservations was about 
140 miles. 

That unoccupied r egion, 140 miles east-west and from the Yellowstone 
river at the north to the North P latte' river at the south, was to be a hunt
ing ground f or a ll Indians, w ith all whites exclud ed . All w en t well until 
1874, when the Custer cavalry expl ored t he Black Hills countr y, particularly 
where d welt the Norther n Cheyennes and Ogallala Sioux. Gold was discov
ered by prospectors w h o accompanied the military fo rce. Their r eports 
brought mine1·s in droves. The I ndians protested. Soldiers wer e sent to kee;:> 
out the whites. But t h e in vasion continued. 

The friction caused th e government to change t he reservation location i;>i,. 
of those India ns. Some accepted the change, but many ot the ousted people"' 
went instead to the hunting lands. M embers of othe r Sioux tribes 
went also, in "sympathetic strike." · 

A year later it was decided to compel all Indians In the treaty hunting 
lands to qt.iit hunting there and to stay on the reservations. It was orde red 
that all I ndians found off their resen·ations after January 31, 187 6, would be . 
fought by Un ited States soldiers. But the Indians felt they had a treaty 
rig h t to be In the hunting lands, wJ1ere they wer e not bothering any white 
people- no white people there for tl?em to bother. So our side claimed the 
Indians thus b rought on a w a r. 

SOLDffiRS JN THE FIELD 
Three small armies of our solJ.iers w ere assembled early in 18 76 to go 

after those Indians. G eneral George A. Crook or ganized a t F o rt Fetterman, 
' ¥yarning. Colonel John Gibbon head ed a combrination of Fort Sh a w , Mon 
tana, infantrymen, and Fort Ellis, Montana, cavalrymen. G en e ra l Alfred H. 
Terry ha d . a few com panies of Infantry and the entire r egiment of Sevent h 
cavalr y, from Fort Abraham L incoln, Dakota. Under Te1Ty was Lieutenant 
Colonel '. George A. Custer as commander of t h e Seventh cavalry. 1 

T e r ry, Crook and Gibbon had been Major Generals during the civil w ar. 
Custer had been a Brigadier General, w.ith a brevet ranlc of Ma jor General. 
The a rmy shrinkag·e after that set back all of the high officers to the 
stated ranking in 187 6. ' 

'l'he first 1876 clashin g of red and b lue-r ed-painted warriors and blue
u n iformed soldiers- was on March 17. Early that morning the Crook forces 
attack ed a Northern Cheyenne camp on the west side ot Powder rive r, near 
the present Moorhead, Montana. A few kHlings on each sid e. The Indians 
fled, and the soldie rs burned the vacated tepees and their contents. T he 
same army, bu t considerably en larged, were met on June 17, on upper 
hn<l c reek, by the warriors of all tht· tribes at that time. They fought 
of the day, when Crook retr eated towa rd his base in Wyoming. 

•.r11e Gil>bon army arrived on th.e Yellowstone valley early In April. They
mOYl'd ;::-rad un.lly down t h <.' valley from day to clay. From the north s ide of 
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the Yellowstone they saw various parties of warriors on the south side, but. 
there was no serious encounter. The Gibbon men watched and waited for 
Terry and Custer to .come from Dakota. 

The Dakota column left Fort Lincoln on May 17. Arriving at the mouth 
of Powder river, they established a military base and left their infantrymen 
there to guard it. Custer and bis cavalry regiment marched on up the south 
side of the Yellowstone. Just below the mouth of Rosebud creek, at noon 
of June 21, they encamped. The Gibbon army was waiting encamped just 
across on the north side· of the Yellowstone. 

The steamboat Far West, loaded with supplies, wa.s there. Terry. Gib
bon, Custer and some subordinate offiC'ers used this steamhoat as a ferry for 
exchanging visits in conferences. Terry, the highest ot'ficer there, outUned 
what should be done. The Gibbon army should go back up the Yellowstone, 
cross to its south side and march up the Bighorn and Little Bighorn rivers. 
The steam boat should follow these streanis as far as it could go. Custer 
should lead his Seventh cavalry Uli the Rosebud valley on a broad Indian 
trail discovered there by Major Reno and some scouting troops. Terry's idea 
was to get the Indians between the two armies and thus compel armed con
mct. He and. all of the other officers were worried by a fear that the In
dians would escape without a battle. 

Leave the Gibbon-Terry-Custer soldiers at the mouth of the Rosebud 
while the thoughts center upon. ..Where were the Indians?,. 

THE INDIAN MOVE'MENTl'S 

The war began when Crook fougbt the Cheyenne camp- at the forks or 
Powder river, March 17. The Cheyennes fled northeastward, arriving thl'M 
days later at the camp of Crazy Horse and his Ogallala Sioux. A few days 
afterward the two bands wt:nt to the camp of the Uncpapas, where Sitting 
Bull was the chief. A council was held. The result was an alllance of the 
three ballds. . 

The three t1·ibal bands moved northward· in the region east Of lower 
Powder river. Other bands joined them, until. there were six separate tribal 
ca.mp circles in the aggregation of Indians. These were the Cheyennes, the 
Ogallala Sioux, Uncpapa Sioux, Minneconjoux Sioux, Sans Arc Sioux and 
Blackfeet Sioux. A few other Indians were mingled with these. All tra,·
eling together, they turned to go westward. Each tribe had its own cbiefs, 
each had its own separate camp circle in the group of them, each had its 
sptclal place in the column on the march. Chiefs from the dUferent tribes 
met" at times ln genera.I councils. On such occasions Sitting Bull was con-

' sidered the leading chief. 
'l'h~ arrived on lower Rosebud creek ten or twelve miles southeast ot 

the present town of Forsyth, about May 19. Scouts from the Gibbon army. 
north of the Yellowstone, saw the Indians at this first camp on the Rosebud. 
One of those scouts was Thomas H. Leforge, a white man belonging to the 
Crow Indian tribe. In the book, .. Memoirs of a White Crow Indian," he tells 
of this inddent and of many other incidents of that summer of warfare. In 
the book, ~·A Warrior Who Fought Curter, .. an old Cheyenne Indian tells the 
Indian side of the entire campaign. 

The Indians moved on up the Rosebud, camping and hunting along the 
. way. The hunters saw soldiers near the present Sheridan, Wyoming. The 
Jn<lians, then in camp near th~ present Busby village, decided to go west to 
the Little Bighorn valley. On the way they camped at the forks of the 
stream we know as Reno creek, that camp's site being about 13 miles south
east from Custer ba.ttlef~eld. From there all the warriors rode out at night 
20 or mo1·e miles southeastward and fougl1t General Crook and his soldh'\l'R 
all day of .Tune 1 7, compel11ng those soldiers to retreat. 

On .June 18 the Indians moved and set up their six camp circles on tl1e 
Little Bighorn. That camp site ls about five miles up the valley from wh~re 
Custer found them a week later. The plan was to go up the Little Bighorn 
valley, but it was changed to go down the valley, for setting the camps at 
tbe mouth of the. Little Bighorn while the bunters went across to the W\•st 
sicle of the Bighorn river and kllled antelope from tl1e vast herds thC'y had 
seen there. 

On June 24 the combined tribes moved the first five miles of thf'ir 
planned journey down the Little Bighorn. The Cheyennes, in the lcacl as 
thtlY bad becu in all the marchlngs of tile tl"ibes, located tbPlr camp circl~ 

about two miles north of tbe present Garryowen railroad station. The Unc
papas, always traveling at the rear of the procession of tribes, located. them
selves just northe.ast of the present Garryowen. The other four tribal Ca.mp 
circles and the extra unattac:hed bands took positions between the twd end 
camps. Practically all of the lodges ln the great combined camp were fam
ily lodges. During the preceding weeks of travel there had been additions 
almost daily. The total number of Indian men, women ·and children DOW ln 
the camp was about 12.000. 

CUSTER ON THE TRAIL 

Now shift the thoughts back to the soldiers: Custer and his S-eventh 
cavalry regiment left the mouth of the Rosebud about noon on June 22. 
His force consisted of about 675 m~n. including civilians and Indian scouts. 
.The Indians with him were 80 Arikaras he bad brought from Dakota. and 
six Crows transferred to him by Gibbon. Mitch Bu·oyer also was detached 
from Gibbon and attached to Custer, as a. guide. He was a half-Sioux liv
ing with the Crows,. and he knew well this Montana region and the ways of 
all the Indians in it. 

The cavalry march up the Rosebud was continued until the night of 
Saturday, June 24. Late that afternoon it was learned the Indian trail they 
were following turned westward to the Little Bighorn. The soldier camp 
was t:iet up nortb of the present Busby school, exactly 22 miles east from 
Garryowen railroad station. After darkness had come, Custer decided to 
break camp and go on following the trail. During the night the cavalrymen 
went al~ost to the crest of the divide. There they stopped to a.wait day
light. and further investigation. They did not know then that Crook had 
fought those Indians on .June 17. about ten miles south of the trail that wa.s 
being followed. 

At daylight on Sunday, June zs. Custer was out wit·b some of hls scouts 
trying to discover the Indian camps on the Little Bighorn valley, From 
high points of observation the camp location was seen. Custer retuJ:"ned. to 
the matn body of troops. Upon hiEZ return he was informed that some hos-
tile Indian scouts had seen the soldiers, that the hostiles had been shot at. 
and that they had fled out of sight. Custer called a conference of officers. i'oi:. 
He stated to th~m his plan had been to rest a day in the hllls and make W 
the attack early in the morning of the 26"th, bi.it this unexpected discovery 
of them by the In<lians made it necessary to attack without delay; a.S a 
wait until the next day surely would result ln the escape of the Indians. 

He divided his regiment into four groups soon after they crossed the, 
crest of the low range of hills. He led a battalion of five troops .. Major 
Reno w-as put at the head of a battalion of three troops. Captain B~nteen 
was given command of three troops. The 12th troop was put under the 
command of Captain McDougal and escorted the pack train of mules bring
ing up the rear. 

Benteen and his three troops wei·e sent aside to the southward, to search 
for whatever Indian camps might be found there. Aboiat two mlles from 
the Little Bighorn Custer sepal'ated himself and his five troops from Reno. 
He ordered Reno to go straight ahead, cross the Little Bighorn river, then 
go down the valley for a eharge upon the Indian camps. Custer and his five 
troops turped and went over the hills to the northward. evidently .wtth the 
intention ,of attacking the lower end of the camps. 

Major Reno did as he was ordered-m-ossed ·the LltUe Bighorn tq its 
WC'st side and made a dash down the valley toward the Indian ciunps. : He 
bad not gone far, though, when it became plainly apparent that. there were 
n. great many more tepees and mor:.e Indians on that valley-than had been 
seen from the high hUl view points. A long row of high bluirs and· a tull 
leafage of tall cottonwood trees had hidden them from view. But their war
riors swarmed into view as he and his men rode in - that·~ direct.Ion. ---He 
judged-and judged wisely, according to the men under him who . lived 
th rough it-that his· charge had better. be changed into a.. defense action. 

The Reno men were dismounted· and were spread. out along a. sklrmis'1 
1ine to shoot in defense while lying flat on the ground. The move served tp 
ch~k the- Indlan·-onrush; -In··a few mlnutes;thoUgh,···a.s more arid. more. ot 
thP red warriors on their. swift ponies kept coming, the soldiers were crowded 
into a timber thicket. After· some further defense there, Reno ordered Jils 
men to mount their ·horl!EiS for going elsewhere, as it \VaS beco1ning '."ap·pa:rent 



they would be overwhelmed by the Increasing numbers ot Sioux and Chey
enne warriors. 

The move of the soldiers to get away from the Indians became at once· 
a pantc·ky .flight, every man for himself. Their horses were tired, from the 
long marchings of the pre~eding few days and from the dash toward the 
camps tn beginning the fight. The Indian ponies were fresh and lively. 
The warriors thronged right behind the soldiers, beating them, stabbing 
them, shooting arrows and bullets into them. The ranks of the white men 
were rapidly depleted during the few minutes of the race toward the river. 
About a third of them dropped out-killed, wounded or merely dlvlng into 
the brush for personal hiding. The remainder of them got across the river 
and to the top of a hill at its east side. There they took a stand for de
fense. But, to their astonishment, not many Indians followed them all the 
way to tht! hill, and even these few soon left in a racing of their poni<'s 
down the valley and out of sight. 

THE MILITARY TRAGEDY 
General Custer then was 36 yea.rs and 6 months old, 6 feet tall, weight 

170, and sandy-complexioned. Mentally and physically be was a package of 
incessantly popping explosives. A West Point graduate, 1861, in the civil 
war he wc;>rked up to Brigadier General, with Major General brevet. In 
1866 he commanded a division In Texas. In 1867 he was made Lif'uti>nant 
f'olonel and active leader of the new· SeYenth cavalry, which chased Indians 
on the southern pI:iinR in 1867-68-69. In 1873 he and bis regiment we1·e 
located a.t Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota Territory. 

Custer's course of travel after be left Reno has been in controversy 
among students of the Little Bighorn affair. Some ·declare a belief that he 
followed down a broad coulee-now known n.s Medicine Tail conlee-ancl 
1·eached the river ford just north of the bluff promontory on the ea.st stde o! 
the stream and immediately a.cross from the Cheyenne camp circle on ftJ.1 
west sl<'le. This theory supposes that the Ind.fans met him at the ford, re
pulsed him, and that he retreated gradually and in order to the battle ridge. 
There he made a stand, and the Indians surrounded him. -

A d~t'fer<'nt Idea as to Custer's approach has been gai~ed by the preRf'nt 
~·rlter, n-orn conferenct's with many veteran warriors who fought these sol'
dlers. All of the veteran warriori-;, without exception and w-ithout appea.r
an"e of doubt .. declare positively that the soldiers were not in Medicine Tail 
r.oulee and were not at any time. near the ford. The Cheyennes, from their 
<'nmp position, saw thE>t troopers about two miles out eastward and !novin~ 

. along a h-igh ridge there. Some of their warriors, with a few Sioux, went 
out there and exchanged long-distance shots with the soldiers. The march
ii:tg cohimn's first turn toward the river was from the high ridge to the lower 
r1dge where the battle took p~ace. By the time the Custer men reached thiR 
battle ridge there were too many Indians at their front for a· charge to be 
carried out further toward the river ford and the camps. 
. ·It rn~ have been that Custer got confused as to the best course for him 

to arl'ive il.t the camps, or it may have been that he <lesfgnedly remained at 
a. rlistance; expecting thns to entice the warriors out to him and nfford RPno 
a better. opportunity to work at the south end of the camps. Anyway, there 
was a disconnection.. Every indication is that the Reno men were repulsed 

· and in wild flight before the beginning of the Custer engagement. -When the 
Indians left the Reno men they did so, according to their' statements, be
cause these soldiers had been thoroughly defeated, and it was time then to 
go tor fighting the other soldiers just then reported to be on the hills out 
f.t:om the lower end of the camps. 

Warriors rushed from the Reno position along th~ bills and gulches to
ward the north. Warriors rushed from the camps to cross at the ford and 
go out for a fight. There were hundreds of them, other ht:ndr~ds, and yt•t 
more hundreds. All were on their ponies, an we.re ·dressed and painted In 
1·ead.iness to fight-ready to die. A1 first the Indians kept themselves he
tween the Custer men and the camps on the valley across the river. The 
number of warriors, so much in excess ot expectations, necessarily cansPd 
Cn~ter to stop and array his troops alc•ng the ridge, either to defend them
selves or as a ruse to lure all of the warriors· away· from where he sup
posed Reno was operating. The soldiers dismounted to fight while lying on 
the ground, as men on horses present too good a target in a stand.Ing de
fensive fight. The Indians galloped ponies to right and left, and soon they 
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were all around the white men. Then the Indians too dlilmounted. The 
ponies were left in gulches, out of bullet ra.nge, while the riders crept along 
on the ground. 

warriors outnumbered soldiers dn the ratio ot ten to one, or in higher 
ratio. Throngs of red men were wriggling along gullies and hiding behind 
sagebrush knolls all a.round the white men. Walk all over the batUefield
examine every square rod of it-and you wlll understand how . well they 
could hide themselves and shield themselves trom soldder bullets. The only 
Tndians the soldiers could see were the many hundreds of non-combatant 
youths and old men on their ponies and moving here and there along the 
neighboring ridges, out of bullet range, a.nd watching the ba.ttle. 

So the Custer battle was mainly a pitched battle, the participants on 
both sides afoot--or prostrate on the ground. The slow fdghtlng continued 
through about an hour and a half, according to the Indian estimates. Then 
the Indians started the soldier horses into a stampede. The saddlebags on 
the horses carried extra ammunition. It may be that a few of these extra 
storages ·had been retained by the soldiers. But the Indians, according to 
their stories, got all or almost all of that saddlebags ammundUon when they 
captured the stampeded hoFses. 

The horse stampede was followed quickly 'by soldier panic a.nd by con
sequent tragic actions so sweeping and so swiftly carried out that within u. 
!ew minutes thereafter not a soldier remained alive. The victory was gained 
liO easily tho.t the warrior participants in it commonly regarded it as one not 
af!ording much ground for boasting of brave exploits. They say that not any 
one of the men surrounded got away. They say also that not one waa taken 
aU.ve as a prisoner, an<l that they were not trying to capture any of· them as 
pr,isoners. There was no final charge on horseback, such as often has been 
repr.-:eented in wrlUngs and in paintings. The only semblance to such cul
minating action was a .. charge'' by the mounted youths and old men ·1n a. 
rush to seize plunder from the dead bodies. 

Four near relatives died with Custer. Captain Tom Custer, age about 
30, led troop C. Boston Custer, youngest brother, age 19, was 8. civilian who 
co.me along to see the Indians running away. Lieutenant Calhoun, husband 
of a Custer sister, led troo1> L Autie Reed, a 16-year-old nephew, also was ~ 
there to see the fun. Another civilian victim was Mark Kellogg, a news- V 
paper man who intended to write the story of a Custer victory. 

Wllo was blameable for this mflitary catastrophe? Setting aside '.the 
c>ontroversies, it may be attributed to the paramount fact that there were 
too many Indians. Custer and h_is companions had expected to find about 
1,500 .in the camps, Instead, they found· u.ooo. 

But: Why did Custer divide his forces? Did he obey orders given ·by 
•rerry? Ought Reno to hav,Hrone to Custer's relief? Ought Custer to have 
followed Reno dn support of him? Is lt true that Curly, the Crow scout, 
eRcaped from the encirclement of Cheyenne-sand Sioux? In this mere sketcb 
of the battle there ls not room to discuss these questions. To learn of such 
matters, and of many otber absorbingly interesting matters appertaining to 
tlle Custer battle, the r~der may study various extended writings that l1ave 
been published-and others that doubtless will be published. 

The sold~er guns were highly prized by the warriors who got them. The 
blue uniforms were taken from the dead white men and adaptedt as fine 
habiliment for some of the red men. It is not true· that the Indians gener· 
:Llly had 'guns superior to those of the soldiers. Much encouraged by; the 
good rifles and revolvers captured and by the plentifut supply of cartridges 
In the saddlebags, with others added from most of the soldier belts, the 
wnrriors went back to fight the Reno men. · · 

RENO'S SECOND BA'r.l'LE 
Aftf.r the Ind-fans went away from· the Reno ·men ·on- ·the· ·hllltop there 

wa.s n call of the roll. Tl1ree ·officers and more than 40 men, including a 
few <'Jvilians, were absent. Nobody knew bow many of the absentees were 
doa.d, were wounded, or. simply were hiding in the valley: forest. .. \ The. num
ber of soldiers in the valley fight had been 112, accompanied by about 20 
A rlkara Indian scouts, .. three· or ·four' Crow -scouts, three white men scouts 
n nd one negro listed as an interpreter. 

Benteen and his three troops joined the shattered Reno forces _soon after 
the~e dofeated men arrived on the ·hilltop and just· after the Indians had 



gone away. Not long afterward Captain :M~Dougal arrived there with his 
cavalry troop and the train or pack mules. There were conferences as to 
what to do. The swift. and crushing re.pulse had done considerable damage 
to the morale of the remaining Reno men. The Benteen men felt more con
tident, naturally, as they had not seen any Indians. 

The conferences were rather hurried, of course, and there were dUfer
ences In opinion not readily adjustable. Some excitement was manifested. 
some of the remarks exchanged by officers bcrdering closely upon outright 
quarreling. On the one hand there was a feeling that Custer had sent the 
Reno battalion into an impossible charge and then had failed to com.e to 
their support. On the other hand ·it was argued that, notwithstanding such 
situation, the duty of the combined battalions just then was to march north
ward along the hills, in the direction where Custer had gone, and try to join 
him. Some move was made to do this. But :Major Reno, the highest officer 
there, decided that all of the~ should stay where they were. 

Not long afterward-somewhere between 4 and 5 o'clock p. m., accord
fng to the soldier statements-the entire host of Indian warriors came rush
ing back over the hills and up the valley to begin a renewal of the battle 
against the soldiers they had chased to the hilltop. They found there had 
been an increase in the numbel of soldiers .here, Lut this did not deter them. 
They s~on were all around this hill, were dismounted and were creepin·g in 
the gulches_ and gulUes and were dodging from shelter to shelter while send
ing bullets and arrows among the blue-clad white men. 

The soldiers, all of them now under the command of Major Reno, diil 
the best they could at entrenching themselves around the edges of their 
impromptu hill refuge. Another hill, just south of the original one, was 
occupied as an additional defensh'e move. On that southern hill Reno sta
tioned Captain Benteen _in command of a part of the forces. 

All throughout the remainder of that Snnday afternoon the pitched 
battle raged.. The weather was hot, and. there was no rain there that day. 
Some cool officer or officers had calmed the sold·iers so it appeared they had 
fo1-gotten their utter rout on the valley and had settled down to a grim de
termination to hold their post. 'l'he coming of darkne~s put an end to the 
terrific fighting of that afternoon. All during that time, and succeeding it, 
the soJd.iers among themselves were whispering curses upon Custer for hav
ing abandoned them. 

At dawn the next morning, the 26th, the Indians· were back again to 
resume the battle. Thirst tortured the soldiers,. especially such as had 

' wounds. The distress was such that volunteers were called for to make an 
attempt to .get water from the river flowing at the base of the two hills. .A 
special body of marksmen was organized to go along the ridges sloping in 
that direction and clear the way for water carriers to· follow the gulches. 
The mov,.e was a success,· and water was ·obtained. 

· The fighting continued without interruption all through that forenoon 
and into. bie afternoon. Then the warriors began to withdraw. Late in the 
afternoon; the soldiers saw across the valley westward a sight that pleased 
them. All of the Indians in all of the camps were leaving the scene. Their 
moving column was in plain view mounting to the bencnland two miles to 
the· westward. The long· procession of ponias and tepee pole travois went 
slowly trailing southward up the Little B~ghorn valley. · Before darkness 
came the last of them had disappeared. · 

A dozen or more Reno men who had been left behind during the flight 
of the soldiers from the valley on Sun4ay afternoon had hidden in the brush 
and had joined the forces on the hills during that night and Monday night. 
So the death loss on the valley finally was calculated at three officers and 
.29 men, apparently including the scouts. The death loss on the hills· dur.lng 
the entire fig·hting Sunday afternoon and .Monday totaled 18, all of them 
enlisted men. 

Although the Indians wel'P. gone. the soldiers on the entrenchment hills 
were still cursing Custer for having quit them. The offlcers generally sup-

. posed he had become engaged as they had and was somewhere. not. far away 
occupying entrenchments as they were. There were var.lous conjectures con
cerning where he .was and what he was doing. Nobody indicated any thought 
ot what was learned late]," as to his situat1011. 

. ----· --- - _....., ____ ·-· ............... .,. __ .. -·-- --·· ··~ ., - " ----. ' 

THE RESC{;'E BY GIBBON 
Colonel Gibbon's Montana column, numbering 460 men, left the mouth 

of the Rosebud on June 22 and proceeded on its course outlined by Ter1:y 
tor cooperating with Custer's cavalry sent up the Rosebud va~ley. Gibbons 
men marched up the Yellowstone and crossed to its south side just belo'f 
the mouth of the Bighorn. That night, the 24th, they camped on lower Tu -
Joclt creek, a tributary of the Bigr.orn. The ne~ day, Sunday, the 26th, they 
struggled under ·great difficulties over the a.rid hills in an eft:ort to get to ~h~ 
mouth of the Little Bighorn. Their cavalry detachment arrived at this point 
about midnight. During that Sunday the Custer disaster had occurred. But 
it was not yet known. 

On Monday morning, the 26th, these Gibbon cavalrymen at the mouth 
of the Little Bighorn got into diqtant signtalk communication with three 
Crow Indiaus who had been scouts with Custer. The Indians told that al~ ~t 
the white soldiers had been killed. '!'hen they kept on going toward t e r 
own agency. 

Nobody among the Gibbon men believed the Crow scout story ln full, 
but all believed there must have been some sort of encounter wUh the In
dians The Gibbon infantrymen bad camped several miles back. As soon as 
they 'arrived, in mid-forenoon, the entire Gibbon army set oft to ~a:f hth~I> 
the Little Bighorn valley. Terry was with them. That Monday n g t e~ 
c·amped where crow Agency now stands. As they were going into camp h ~ 
~aw hundreds of Ind-ian ho1·semen on the hills just southwest from them.
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The following morning, Tues•lay, the 27th, not an Indian was in ig 
l the Gibbon camP '1.'he soldiers had breakfast and then got 

nnyw ler~ near · h thward along the west-
into column formation for the ensuing ma.re. on so~ B dl and his twelve 
ern benchlands beside the Little Bighorn. Lt ieuttenanall ti;~ ~en the column 
mounted infantrymen, on special s~out du Y a. · 
was on the march, were sent to scout over the hills east of the valley. 

Wl:en the moving column hn.d traveled about three mil~ 
8 

ala°nn! a.1:.: 
benchland an ~f!ic;r usin~11~ie~~ro~~~e: :a~l~~v=w1!.~:~~:!f1 i:ree or four 
mals moving a ou on a th C st r's cavalrymen., It could not b~ 
miles. Were they IndiAnans? ffiWeereand e~ f~w emen were sent .in that direction fl:iii. 
determined at once. o c r _ qr 
to get close enough to find out. 

n their hlll looked abross the valley and saw 
Meantime, the Reno men ovin southward along the benchland. '.rhey 

a long column of hsoldtiiers. ~Coust! is coming!" And they sent out an otri
IJurst into c.hePrs, s ou ng. . 
cer and some men to mak~ ~ontac~ibbon and from Reno met and exchanged· 

The small detachmen rom R d tachment was· "What has be-
informatiocn. t1:~?. ftTrstheqyuweset~otn o~ ::etelle~~ t~eir own terrifi~ battles and of 
come of us tl • 
the disappearance of Custer and his five troops. -

About that time Lieutenant BradleyHand01!1sw~':.~l~:e;n~:~t~~u~n:~:~ 
scouts ar~ve~ a~a~!~ 11!~tif:t~~r:~e.putr:r:ing bodies of white men, pre-
or more ea • • idge just east of the Little Bighorn and 
sumably Custer and his men, on ~:versation then was taking place on the 
in plain view from wherGe the c n That was the first authentic news of 
valley near the present arryowe · 
the horrible catastrophe. f om 

'fhe Gibbon men, Terry and Gibbon still with them, marched down r 

~.~~e~T:~1~~~o~~~r~~0~:h~~: ~::°R!~~e!or:i~;!;f~~~et0o::~:i;s~:t~~E~~~t~ 
hills' camp was set up there near the river's edge. s was a u la 
o'C'l.~<'.k in the morning, two days .after the Custer batUe had taken P, ce 
on the preceding Sunday. · 

Fifty-two wounded men with Reno were being car;d hfo: ::e!h:Me~Ul;~~~ 
surgeon Dr. Porter. The.fr senior surgeon, Dr~l De':"o d a fternoon While 
east of 'the. river during the flight trom the va ley un ay a. to trO:n~fer to 
the Gibbon ca.mp was being pitched, steps were entered upon 
it the wounded men. Saplings were cut a;~ ~sf:'rde: ~~':l:.fo ~::i~~ ~;;: 
were used to make carrier Utter frame~h ;-~a~o ~ns were taken troin · 
used for cot slings on these frames. e u - t r di d ad 
tl'JWes .that hnd been left on the Indian camp sJte a~d~J'l.ll.~f~-nb __ n

1
. - an_ te - -

1 SI •• dressed as wa.s their ur al cus o~ .... wu.1·rlors had \>eon placed, al gorg~o~ _.. - · · ' ·- · -- ··· ·· ···-e ·lili:i_s ... used ·1n: 
~ome rl<>arl J1orses on the valley were also skinned and thes e 

-l 
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m aking the litters. All o! the wounde d m en we re moved down the hill and 
across t h e river to the Gibbon camp b efore t h e da y ende d. All o! the o th e r 
mem bers o! the Seventh cavalry segm ent under R eno's comman d brought 
themselves with their pack mules and other b e longings to make bivouac 
camp with the Gib b on men. 

Tha t day of t h e 27th and mos t or the 28th were spent In a ttention to 
the wounded. In warfar e this ls a prime rule-first care for the wounded. 
Some examination of Cu ster fi e ld was made on the afternoon of the 28th . 
'!'he precise dates of partic ula r acts just then h a ve varied In diffe rent pub
lic:a.tlons. The dates given her e are accor ding to t h e n a r ratives of W illiam 
H . White, a Gibbon soldier there, and w h o Is yet (1 934) living a t Crow 
Age ncy, a few miles from the o ld 1876 camp s ite. Mr. White says it w as 
p l:i.nne d to leave that night of the 28th to la k e th e wounded to the steam 
boat a t the mouth of the Little Bighorn, about 20 miles away. 'l' hen, In or
de r to g ive the wounded men more time for preparatory rest , it was d ecided 
lo wait yet another day. So. on the 29th, having leis ure time, the remna n t 
Se ve nth cavah'y went in a body to explore fully the Custer battlefield. 

Efforts were centernd first upon counting the bodies, to learn if any 
s oldie rs were missing, or to learn if any might be still alive a nd awaiting 
ri;scue . Some were missing, but none were found alive. A.JI belongings, in 
c luding c lothin g , had been taken by the Indians. Devastating mutil a tions 
had been made-chests and auclome ns ripped ope n- a rms, legs, feet, h eads. 
cut off and sca ttered about. Ide ntifica tion was difficult, although Custe r 
and some others are said to have t ee n identified. Observ e rs told that h e 
was naked, but was neither scalpe d nor mutila t ed. 

Of the d eaths in the entire C uster a n d R e no conf lict, 253 were soldiers 
and 10 were scou ts or other c ivilia ns. Divis ion of the death losses is a s 
follows : Reno on the valle y, 32. R eno on the hill, 18. Custer a n d his de
tn.chment , 21 3. Total 263. 

The opposing Indian death Joss in a ll the figh t ing was about 31. 
Soldie r buria ls? Very little, or none. The dead men w e re of no further 

u s e to that a rmy, so the s urvh>ing comr a d es 1·eturn ed to tbe hospital ca mµ. 
\Vhat b ecam e of t hose bodies? The subject Is treated fu lly In another book
let, " Cu st e r Soldiers Not Burled." 

That night, Thursday, June 29, four days aft er the battle. the e n ti re 
forces or Gibbon and Reno left the scen e and s e t out, most of the m afoot. 
the ir horses be ing led , to carry t h e wounded men on Jit ters to the mouth of 
th e Littl e Bighorn, where the steamboat Far W est was waiting. They had 
to w a ll;: s low ly, with many stops !or r ests or rea d justments. The destination 
\\"3.S r eac h ed a bout midnight of the 30th. 

'fhe fifty-two men suffering f rom wounds were put aboard . Soldier 
comradf's were assigned to a ccompany the m . The start was made to go d0\\"11 
the Bighorn, the Yellowstone, the Missouri, t o the home post In Dakota. T he 
l~ar \Vest had com e loaded w ith sup plies tor a contemplated ;;lorious mili 
tary campaign. It " "-" r eturning loaded with victims or t h e bloodiest mill
ta.r y calamity in the annals of American frontier warfar e. 

--·--------------·---·-----------
Other BOOKLETS b y Thomus B. Marquis: 

SHF. WATCHED CUSTER'S- LAST BATTLE. 25 Cents. 

RA I N-I N-T HE-FACE and CURLY, THE CROW . 25 Cents. 

S ITTI N G RULL and GALL, THE WARRIOR. 25 Cents. 

TWO DAYS AFTER THE Cl.ISTER BA'ITLE, 25 Ce nts. 

CUSTER SOLDIERS NOT BURI ED. 1 5 Cents. 

WHICH I NDIAN KILLED CUSTEn? 1G Ce nts. 
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A WARRIOR 

WHO FOUGHT CUSTER 
Interpreted auvobiography of Wooden Leg, an 

old Cheyenne Indian. One of the first off the res
ervation in 1876 and one of the la.st to surrender 
in 1877. Age 18 at the Custer ba ttle. Also fought 
Reno, Crook, Miles and others. His story haSJ much 
of entirely nev.• revelations. Published by The 
Cax.ton Printers. Inc., Caldwell, Idaho. .384 pages. 
9 photo illustrations, 2 maps. Price , $3. 

--~---------------------------------

MEMOIRS OF A 
WHITE C ROW INDIAN 

Assembled and edited autobiography of Thomas 
H. Leforge, an old wh!te man who spent most of 
his life a s a Crow. Indian. Scout fur Gibbon in 
1876. Scout for :rvu1es; Crook and other old-time 
army officers through about 10 years. Describes 
life as a member of the Crow Indian tribe. Pub
lished by D. Aippleton-Century Co., 35 West 32nd 
street, New York. 356 pages, 8 photo illustrations. 
Price, $3. 
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;....I ~ Thomas B . Mai·quls Cus ter B~'lttl~ M!!_SC.EJDl~nt:i!~s: 

Custe r soldie r g11 ns, saddlebags. a.mmunition-be lts . etc., captur6!L by, : In
~ ' :•ns ... India n w eapons us ed II~ the ba ttl e ... 1 3 la r ge coloreif-crayon 
rlrnwlngs made by v e t e ran Cus t e r battle warriors .. . Letters from :Mrs. 
1~ust er. Ge n. Godfrey. G e n . Scot t .. . Orig inal ' maps f or fu ll study of the 
t>a t1l o ... Q r ii;"ina l photos of ve ter an warrio rs . soldiers, scouts . of 1.S76 
. . . Jl•(any a2sJ iliona l re l ics nnd c_p rlos ,__, : All drawings._ photos , '.naps, ~t-
t e i·s, e1c .. f rame d .. . EYer~• object in e nt1re._dlspl!lcY has type d exp_!an_n.:.::t:.:lo:.:n~---
in full . · 
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