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San Miguel, at the mouth of Frijole Canyon. An access road to the
Mesa top might begin here near a visitor center and campground•

Frijole Canyon above San Miguel.
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A road up Frijole Canyon would have roadside parking areas with

interpretive signs. On the top it would lead to the rimrock overlooking

Raton Pass below. There the story of the Santa Fe Trail and the later

development of mass transportation over this passageway would be told.

An adjacent small picnic area would allow a short pause.

The road would then terminate near Fishers Peak. From here a nature

trail would traverse the narrow ridge to the Peak. Many visitors would

find a walk on this the climax of their trip--crisp mountain air,

magnificent views, and the geology interpreted in place.

Between the Santa Fe Trail overlook and the Fishers Peak trail,

the road would be located to take advantage of other views from the Mesa

rim.

The visitor center at the mouth of Frijole Canyon would also serve

as the Monument headquarters, with employee quarters and maintenance

facilities adjacent. Nearby would be a convenient picnic area in the shade

of the taller timber, and initially a small campground.

Mass recreational camping could be provided at the Trinidad ReserVOir,

where the impoundment and its extensive shoreline would offer more varied

recreational activities.

A system of trails would prOVide a means of exploring by foot or

horseback portions of the area otherwise inaccessible.

Park employees would be stationed in the Monument to conduct the

program described here, to protect the natural features, to aid the

visitors and otherwise manage the area for the enjoyment of the people.
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Fishers Peak, elevation 9,6zr feet, and connecting ridge - ideal location for a nature trail.
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Administration of Grazing within the Proposed Monument

Continuation of cattle grazing on the Mesa top if restricted

from the main public use areas would not conflict with the preservation

of geologic and scenic resources and their interpretation. It may help

maintain the prolific wild flower displays, and the grazing story itself

has interpretive possibilities. If properly managed to prevent over-

grazing and fenced from areas of public use, cattle grazing within the

Monument could be permitted.

Alternative Plans

The following alternative plans illustrate various boundaries and

encompassed areas considered by the National Park Service for a Raton

Mesa National Monument. They are presented at this time to provide

the pUblic with an opportunity to comment on them.

Plans A, B, and C could accommodate the basic facilities previously

described under Development and Use. Plans B and C could also accommodate

additional facilities. Plan D could be combined with any of the other

plans. See accompanying drawing of alternate plans.

PLAN A. Northern Portion of Raton Mesa, Fishers Peak, the Uppermost
Slopes of Both and Frijole Canyon.

Approximate acreage within boundary, 8,800; within scenic easement, 10,260.

This would preserve and interpret the most scenic, highest, and

impressive part of the Raton Mesa country. Frijole Canyon is included

to provide a park-like approach to the summit covering the various vege-

tative zones from the grasslands of the plains to those of the Mesa top.

25



I

I
I
I
I
I
I

•
I
I
I

PLAN B. Addition of the Remainder of the Mesa Top and Its Uppermost
Slopes.

Approximate acreage within boundary, 20,460; within scenic easement 10,260.

This would provide a wider choice of interpretive and recreational

opportunities, namely, a scenic drive generally following the peripheral

rimrock, additional campgrounds, and more trails--all with attendant

interpretive facilities and services. The eastward slant of the Mesa

surface could be interpreted; its vastness could be appreciated. A larger

ecologically integrated segment of Raton Mesa would be preserved. Cattle

grazing could be permitted on the south portion.

PLAN C. Addition of the Mesa's Lower Slopes and the Summit of Raton Pass.

ApprOXimate acreage within boundary, 31,370; within scenic easement, 4,420.

Ecological unity would be maximized with the preservation of the

whole Mesa. The transition from plains to Mesa top on all sides would

offer a great variety of interpretive and recreational opportunities in

the lateral dra.inages. Cattle grazing could be allowed on the south

half of the Mesa.

Inclusion of the summit of Raton Pass would preserve a representative

portion of the Santa Fe Trail where wagon ruts are visible. Interpre

tation of the Trail in this locality could attract many travelers on

adjacent Interstate Highway 25. A direct access road to the Mesa top

might be possible via McBride Creek.
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The south fingers - opportunities for many recreational activities
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Lava rimrock, white
fir cling tenaciously
to the rocky slope
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PLAN D. Capulin Mountain-Raton Mesa Scenic Road and Parkway.

Approximate acreage within parkway, 1,600 to 2,000.

This plan could be combined with either Plan A, B, or C. It would

complement the interpretive story at Capulin Mountain National Monument by

providing an interpretive tour and scenic drive from Capulin Mountain to

Raton Mesa, where a closely related story would be presented. The route

offers additional opportunities to interpret the geology of both areas.

Visitors would have the opportunity to see an inter-mesa canyon, a part

of the total complex of the Raton section of the Great Plains province.

The plan reflects President Johnson's recent proposal to the Congress

that more scenic roads be established.

The plan has two aspects:

1. A scenic road designation mostly over eXisting public highways

and private ranch roads from Capulin Mountain to the mouth of Chicorica

Canyon near Raton, New Mexico. Cooperation of the State, counties and

ranchers concerned would be reqUired. Tbtal mileage would depend on the

exact route selected, probably about 38 miles.

2. A federally owned parkway from the mouth of Chicorica Canyon to

the Monument headquarters at the mouth of Frijole Canyon. The parkway

right-of-way would average 800 feet in width or about 100 acres per mile,

and extend about 16 miles depending on the exact route selected, and the

other alternate plan with which it would be combined. Scenic easements

might be used to preserve the scenic character of adjacent slopes outside

of the right-of-way. Exact location of these would depend on more detailed

study.
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San Francisco Pass; Raton Mesa, left; and Barilla Mesa, right.

A scenic road or parkway over this route could
connect with Capulin Mountain National Monument.

Chicorica Creek and Lake Malloy, below San Francisco Pass.
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