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Oc t ob er 2 6 , 19 31 
HARRI SBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 

PERSONA L 

near 1'ir • .Albright: 

I ann thankful f<i>r your 1prom:pt response to m 
ttpon the Hooker Harnmdck situation, and wi l l , 

after I have looked it over, r e turn the report you 
have so Jcindly sent. It is only fair, however, to say 
that since the r eport was made , very large changes 
have occurred in the neighborhood, and f avorable 
changes at that, because of the interest of Mrs . 
Roebling and her willingness to spend money. 

it is best by all means to delay any 
further action until there is an assurance that the 
Everglades National Park comes through as it ought to. 
If and when it does , then the scheme of a parkway 
is at l east worth dreaming about. 

I am glad you had a little visit with Governor 
Pinchot and that he expressed satisfact ion at the 

l ac quis i ti on peculiar circumstances oi£: that 1
Pt!ii/!li't,,;,; Delav1are river canal state park . He very seriously 

Der 2 eeds park cultivation, for as a matter of f act he has 
lS37 s yet no real park conception or park interest. 

-··-
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JD: 

Last week , at the suggestion of the Secr etary 
of li'ores ts and Via ters, I s pent a day going with the 
park authority in his Department and his Chief Fire 
Warden t ·o look: proposition to give the State 
a scenic :provided the State would 
develop owner 's real estate enterprise. Na turally 
I have had t _o make a re port to liir. St a ley, Secretary o:f 
Forests and tlaters , and I have made that the occasion 
for an urgent demand tha t he hol d a s tate park confer­
ence. 
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Vie do not, howev er , blind ourse l ves to the fac t 
that thi s is hopeless unle s s : . .r . Einchot becomes some­
wha t inte n:: sted i n parks in an effective way. Three 
weelcs ag o Frederick Law Olmsted was here and we dined 
with 1.r . Pinchot. Most o f the t ime , however , was 
spent in l i stening to his very delightful story of 
his South Sea tr ip, an d there was no oppor t unity 
to get the real educat i on that coul d come his way 
started . 

We are really despairing here as to how we can 
best interest h im. ¥.r . Evi s on can do something . I had 
hoped t ha t Judge Payne might manag e to tramp on his 

· toes , and I think your vis it wm t h him at Yorktown was 
all to the good. He is right now head · over ears in an 
unemployment reli ef propositi on, but no p lans are an­
nouced . There i s a possibility that i f he should an­
nounce a scheme for tak i ng suitab l e l ands for state 
parks and using otherwise unoccupied labor to develop 
the se parks, the Leg i sla ture which he may convene coul d 
be converted towar d the necessar y bond issue. I do not 
know what will hap pen, but I am very dubious about any­
t h i ng wor th while unless and until :Mr . Pinchot b ecomes 
more of a park man and less of a devoted. forester. You 
are pr obably aware that t he Nat ional Park Service did 
not come into existence until he had been licked in his 
pveventive endeavors because he did not believe in national 
parks as such apart f rom the Forest Service • 

.All th is, of course, is confi dential. 

The ~merican Rose Soc iety is a national organi za­
t ion now , with about 4 , 000 members in every s t ate and 
pr ovince o~ .America. Something lik e one hundred munici pa l 
rose gardens h ave been es t ablished , and many more are in 
prospect. Duri ng the depre ssion th..e Society has manag ed 
to ho ld its l evel rather than lose membership, which i s 
a f air ly good evidence t ha t it is a live 

H Hon. orace M • .A lbr i gh t, 
Nationa l Park :::iervice, 
Washington, D.c. 

Yours truly , 
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Dear Mr • .Alb right: 

I have now had opportunity to look over with 
interested care the report by Mr. Toll on the Hooker 
Hammock situation in Florida. 

Reading Mr • . Tol l 1 s admirable report, I am im-
pressed by the fact that the l arge ownership a nd physical 
changes that have occurred since he made his survey need to 
be added to the situation, in order properly to consider it. 

I have, therefore, asked some of these Sebring 
folks to get busy and let me have the da ta, which I . wi ll 
in due time then with pleasure tra nsmit to you. 

Should the Ever glades Park ent erprise come 
through as it surely ought to do, t hen the improved status 
of Hooker Hamnock,end the possibility of the parkway I 
have mentioned, mi ght get into the picture. 

Certainly the sta te of Florida ought to do it 
all, tha t sta t e having not hi ng wha tever to sell or live 
on but climate, scenery and agricultural products , the 
first two it ems of which can best be promo ted by a sanely 
managed state park establishment which could easily i nter­
relate with the national pa rk sta tus established for the 
unique ~verglades national Park. 

With hearty thanks for yo ur kindness in permitting 
me to see this report, which I em herein returning, and with 
ell sorts of best wi s hes in other directions, I am 

,.t<--_..,,-~ v ...... .; . 

JBMcF/LN 

Horace M. Albri ght, Di rector, 
National Park Service, ~ McFe r~l-a_n_d 
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