Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-

- .
S
=

* 0 GYELLAOTT HAGAN ™ . COMMITTEE

. FIRST DISTRICT, GEORGIA » ' i ARMED SERVICES
. COUNTIES: ‘.,y,
BRYAN LAURENS ’ ( %S
Smioon Ly Congress of the United States 4
S Ee .

i S Houge of Representatives

E‘”f:;“'SUEL IQE;?BAS‘-L DISTRICT ADDRESS:
JENKINS  TREUTLEN Washington, B.C. 20515 i, G

January 1, 1965

Honorable Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior

U. S. Department of the Interior
Washj_rlgton 25, Dn Co

Dear Mr. Secretary:

During your visit to Savannah and the Revolutionary
Battle Site with me, you stated that you planned to send a
high official of the National Park Service to inspect the
site and to see what could be done to expedite action on
the project.

The sole purpose of this note is simply to let you know
that we appreciate your kind offer, and that I would appreciate
your letting me know when the official plans to visit the site.

T hope you will have a happy and rewarding New Year, and
with kindest personal regards,

GEH:a
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January 31, 1966
Honorable Stuart Udall

Secretary of the Interior
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Udall:

We certainly enjoyed having you visit Savannah,
and trust that Cumberland Island will soon be a national
seashore park. However, the project that Savannah is
particularly interested in is a Revolutionare Battlesite
Park to commemorate the Southernmost battle of the Revolu-
tion in which Count d'Estaing led a combined army of
American and French troops against the British in Savannah.
This was the battle in which Pulaski met his death.

At no cost we can turn this property over to the
Department of the Interior. If you could accept the gift
and operate it on a smaller scale than the one at Yorktown,
and the flags of the various countries displayed in a small
museum similar to the Yorktown one, it would be a great asset
to Georgia and the nation.

It was our understanding when you left that you
were going to send an official of the National Park Service
down here to look over this site. May we have the temerity
to inquire how this project is coming and when we may expect
this distinguished visitor?

Sincergly yours,
fﬁ>)7/4?7&¢¢r4;4h-

Malcolm Maclean,
Mayor
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Dewr ¥r. Dagoen:

I spproviste your seeent levler scimwwledging my offer o

send an officied of the Zationel Paxk Service to woview the
spented Covennsh Revelusicnwry Hetile Site with Hayor Meoleon
aund mendorn of the leveluticnery Baltle Zise Comulitee.

B ¥ loe, Asglobent o the Deeeior of the lpbioned Ferk Service,

€ pleme o viglt this apss with Beglonsi Director Zibery Cox of the
dationel Park Service in Februney. Dlrector Hertgog will sdvise
you of the specific dates Lo the visit.

Sincerely PouYS,

spd) Stewart
ereieyy of the Intericr
Howme $. Blldott Hegun

dempe of Neprosentatives
WHERABG VO, M b

L/

cretary's Resding File |
/3pCo |
w |
V.8, F. Lee, NE Beglom, ufe of inc. -=«HOTE TO MR. LES FROM MR. HARTZ0G: |

ional Mrector, 38, wle of ine. 1 undevstand Dlbert Cox has discussed
WG Copy this wmebber with you. 1 would appre-
13 Yr. Bartzog, wie of inc. ciate you undertsting this special
g asaignuent for me. Vhen you end flbert |

have sebtled on & date please prepare |
a short letter for my signature to
Tiorris Kih 1/2L/66 Congressman Hagan sdvising him of the |
Feaurittent sohedule. GBH '
TFiorris :GBiartuog skih 1/26/66 S-TT65
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February 18, 1966

ALFRED W. JONES
Chairman of the Board

LS55

b 2/27

Mr. Clarke Stratton 75;1k@
Assistant Director
. National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Stratton:

Just a note to thank you sincerely for the helpful
suggestion of having Ronnie Lee stop by here around
March 9. We'll be awaiting word from you or from him

as to the exact date of his arrival.

It was nice to see you again after all these years. It's
good that at least one of the old guard is still around.

Kindest regards.

Cordially,

—

cc: Mr. Russell Tuten — Z&==5

Copy to: Mr. Cox, SERO - 2/28/66 pik

o
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February 22, 1966

Honorable Clarke Stratton
Assistant Director
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Stratton:

I am indeed grateful for the time you
spent with Honorable Alfred W. Jones and me
last week. Your willingness to help us with the
future development of Fort Frederica National
Monument is greatly appreciated.

With high regards, I am

/ RUSSELL TUTEN

Copy to: Mr. Cox, SERO - 2/28/66 pjk

:ﬁaquiérﬁunl
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Mr., Alfred W. Jopes
Vxha Cloisters
Sea Island, Georgla

Dear Myx. Jones:

This is to let you know that Ronunle Lee and I plan to stop at
Fort Frederica on Thursday, Mavch 19. Mr. Lee is heliping with
gome planning matters at Pensacola and at Savannah and I am

very glad that we can have him stop agais at Fort Fradevica.

T hope it will be convenient foy yow to spend some time with us
while we aze there. If for any resson Thursday morning (Mareh 10)
will not be convenient for you, will you please let me know.

Looking forward to seeing youw, I am

Sincerely,

(SIGNED)

Blbert Cox
Reglonal Dirxectox

ccC:

| Mr. Stratton

Mr. R. F. Lee
Supt., Fort Pulaski
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Hon. G Elliott Hagan
House of Representatives
Hmnﬂm; D C.

Dear Mr. Hagen:

Becretary Udsll, in his letter to you of February 9, indicated
that I would advise you as to when Messrs. R. F. Iee and Elbert Cox
would Visit Savoonah eview the suggested Savennah Revolutionary
myer Maclean and members of the Revolutionary
Battle s.tte C:mmim:ee. It is my pleasure to inform you that
Messrs. Lee and Cox plan to errive in Savaunsh by privately owned
automobile during the evening of March 10, They will contact
Mayor Maclean's office on the moruing of March 11 to arrange &
time and place for the meeting.

: Thanlt you very much for your interest in the programs of the

Hatlional Park Service.
With kindest regards and best wishes, I am

Slncerely yours,

G0 O Eﬁfkﬁﬁﬁmﬁm},’m

Beorge B. Hartzog, Jr.
Director

ce: D cCo
ional Director, SE (Mr. Cox)
Ix&}ap’endence NHP (Mr. Lee)

FSMelvin:htg 2-18-66

N

S-T765
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Dear Hayor Haclesas MAR 3 1966

Yg sxe preteful te you fox your vecent offer o donate land
in downtows B i for enir pae Ln SR enorating the
southernmest baLble oh the Revelutionszy WHar.

it i& our pleasuxe to infern you that fHationel Park Bewrvice
feglopal Divectoy Slbext Cox and Specisl Fieid dsaistant Lo
the Director Konald Lee, woom Pizecter Martazeg hes designated
as his personel yepressntatives, plan te arrive in Savpmaab
wy privetsly owned sutomebile during phe evening of Mareh 10.
They will contachk your sffice an Lhe wevaing of Nawuh 11 be
arvange o tive and plees to nest with you. '

Binearely youns,

lszd) Clarsnce T Paitzke

veputy Msistant  gasvetary of the interior

Hon, Haleolm Haclean
Hayer of Savannah
Savenoal, Ceorgle 31402

ce: :
Secretary's Reading File

Lee
~ Mr, Cox
C = Miss Wickline
SLR
28 Wopy

TFNoxrris: jo:2419/66
Rewritten: TFNorris:je:2/21/66 3-8343

e . Al
. ETURN TO:
NATIOLNAL PARY, emmyies

v i
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WAR 14 1968

My, Alfred W. Jones
The Cloisters
Sea Island, Georgia

Dear Bill:

Just a note to thamk you again for your kindness and hospitality
which you always extend so graciocusly when we visit Fort
Frederica. .lizabeth and I enjoyed especlally the opportunity
for a visit with you and Mrs, Jones at lunch.

2 1 hope that some of the suggestions which we reviewed together
at the meeting in the afterncon have some worthwhile possibilities,
I know that Mr. Lee understands the important part that the Fort
Frederica Assoclation has in our program, and nothing is move
reggsuring than to have bim Involved in our study of the watter.
We will certainly keep you advised as Mr. Lea's study develops.

Thanks again for your kindness.

Sinceraly,

Elbert Cox
Regional Director

be:
| Director (Attn: Mr. Stratton)
Mr. R. F. Lee

Supt., Ft. Frederica
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Independence National Historical Park
311 Walnut Street '

IN REFLY REFERBTO- ' Philadelphia, Pa. 19106

‘March 23, 1966

AIRMAIL

Mr. Morton Deutsch
1k East LOth Street
Savanngh , Ceorgia

Dear Mr. Peutschi

Thank you for your three letters coumenting on the location of the
Spring Hill Redoubt, other works involved in the Siege of Savennsh,
end the sites of important events during the battle. I am glad to
have your views, and apologize for my long delay in acknowledging
your letters. Yeour first commnication srrived after my aeparture,
and I have been away from Philadelphia much of the time since
visiting Savannah.

We are consldering the various materials and views that have been
provided to us. The Natiomal Park “ervice has as yet reached no
conclusions. It will almoat certainly be necessary to secure
additional dats on several aspects of the matter. Should your

" manuscript be published in the reasonably nesar future, I would be
very happy to have a copy.

With appreciation for your courtesy in writing to me.
v Sincerely yours,

Mot

Ronald F. Iee
Special Field Assistant
t¢ the Director
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4 EAST 40th STREET e SAVAILNAH LA

United “tates Lept, of the Interior
Katicrna™ P ra Service

317 Walaut Street

"niladziphia, Pa,

Abtantion o

Gantlamong -

i was on the verge of despatening a latter to

*hu don, Stuart Udeld, enilsting his gooperation in securling
a“KhOW’Gﬂgm@nt of my three letters to you, whon your air

mail turned up in the morning®s wail, I now realize that
vou did receive the letters promptly, and that because of ab-
sencs from the city, yor couid not write soomer., The wiews
sxpressed re the Savarnmah Historlieal Park, conflirms my under-
standing, that, under no conditions, would the Natfonal Park
Servica pl L G 1ts stamp of approval upon anything which might
b opan t0 later historiesl debate = and, that, was the cone
~iéeration which prompied me to wrlte you at great length,

i will appreciate it 1f you will keap me posted

of what your engineering stalf developsi and, in the meantim@,
10 you will be pood enough to explaln to me what the "Echells
de 12N0 Toilles" {(on the d'Estaing map) means in an American
Scale of the now, I will appreclate it very much. I am enclosing
g selfl addressed and stamped envelop for your convenience, You
can well apnveciate, thet, wha$ I might now devalop on my owlh,
py use nf tha szale, mﬂgh% ehange certain facets of the manuacri@&
o* e work on the qamﬁ subject. T ow sure von will agree.,z stiteh

A Lo, night save me hostile criticlem Later on, whmu L receive
wnwd that the mss hns bean accepted, I will advise you promptly.

in the meantime, please feel free t0 call upan jirlc]
if I can sarve vou end/or Mr. Udall further, /

MO

anc

sMarch 2, 11 and Lk, 1966
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UNITED STATES |
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Lon8

Independence National Historical Park [ V*
311 Walnut Street

|
it
—3

R GRS R e Philadelphia, Pa. 19106
158 N 2t
March 30, 1966 A |
Memorandum
To: Director
From: °—~ Special Field Assistant to the Director

Subject: Proposed Savannah Revolutionary Battle Site National
Monument '

On March 10, at your request, I visited Savamnah, Georgia, with
Regional Director Elbert Cox and Mr. Frederick Ley, Park Planner,

« to study the proposal. for a Savannah Revolutionary Battle Site
National Monument, contained in 52565, introduced by Senator
Richard Russell, September 24, 1965, and HR-11490 by Congressman
G. Elliott Hagan on October T, 1965. We were cordially welcomed
to Savannah by Mayor Malcolm Maclean who arranged a breakfast for
us with twelve officials and community leaders interested in the
project, including Mrs. Adrienne Roberts, Daughters of the Americen
Revolution; Mr. Owen Page, Attorney and Battlefield Park Committee
member; Mr. Henry Levy, Chairman, Metropoliten Planning Commission;
City Manager A. A. Mendonza; Executive Director Norman Thompson of
the Metropolitan Planning Commission; Executive Director Frank XK.
Butler of the Savannah Housing Authority; President Lee Adler, II,
of the Historic Savannah Foundation; Mr. Walter C. Hartridge,
former President, Georgia Historical Society; Mr. Alexander A.
Lawrence, attorney, historian, and member of the Georgie Historical
Commission; and Superintendent Ralston B. Lattimore of Fort Pulaski
National Monument who was most helpful during our entire stay. Mrse.
Adrienne Roberts, Mr. Hartridge, Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Butler and others
accompanied us onca tour of the proposed area.
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Urban Renewal, Project "J"

The Housing and Urban Development Act of 1965 (Public Law 89-11T,
'89th Congress) contains in Section 315(c)(l) and (2), provision

for the Housing Authority of Savannah to donate all or any part

of Urban Renewal Project "J" to a suitable agency to "develop,
preserve, and operate such property on a non-profit basis as a
historical site or monument." It is this property which is referred
to in the pending bills and which Mayor Maclean and other officials
asked us to consider accepting for purposes of the National Park
System. A map of Savannah with Project "J" identified is enclosed
and marked Exhibit A.

Project "J", approximately 38 acres in size, is one of five units
in the general neighborhood renewal plan for the Broad Street-Canal
Urban Renewal Area of Savannsh. The other four projects (R28, R29,
R37, R38) have already been carried out and Project "J" remains to
be executed. A preliminary study of Project "J" made by the Savannah
Metropolitan Planning Commission in 1964, proposed a land-use plan
which set aside 4.17 acres for a "Revolutionary War Park' with the
remaining 34k acres devoted primarily to light industry, and secondarily
€  to commercial uses. A copy of this plan is enclosed, marked Exhibit B.
This preliminary lend-use plan for Project "J" has not been approved
and we understand any or all of the project lands within the total
38-acre tract might be available to the National Park Service if they
are desired. Land acquisition costs to urban renewal for the origi-
nally proposed 4,17 acre "Revolutionary War Park," were estimated in
1964 to be $179,431; and for the entire 38-acre tract, $1,567,262.

Adjoining Project "J" is a second area, perhaps 12 acres in extent,
also identified on the enclosed plan, which belongs to the Central
of Georgia Railway. On this land are situated the early shop
buildings, but not the historic passenger station or offices of the
Justifiably admired Savannah Terminal. of the Central of Georgia
Railway completed in the mid-nineteenth century. As pointed out to
us by Mr. Welter C. Hartridge the shop buildings are an unusually
interesting example of early industrial architecture. The Central
of Georgla Railway plansto demolish them, however, and clear the
site for sale. Demolition has been temporarily stayed by Savannah
preservationists. Time will probably run out in May. This land
issaid to be worth perhaps $250,000 to $300,000. While some sponsors
of the battlefield project indicated the City of Savannah might be

2.
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willing to add these 12 acres to Project "J", we received no indica-
tion of such a possibility from Mayor Maclean. Senator Russell's

‘bill provides, however, that the Secretary may acquire lands adjacent

to Project "J" if he determines they are necessary or desirasble.
There follows a dilscussion of alternate proposals for the utilization
of Project "J" and adjoining lands.

1. Battlefield of Savannah, Project "J", and vicinity.

In 1779, while occupied by the British, Savannah was encircled by a
substantially continuous line of fortifications. Of the several
redoubts in this line, one situated near the western end, called the
Spring Hill Redoubt, played a crucial part in the Siege of Savannah.
This Redoubt, constructed of timbers and earth, is believed to have
been approximately 175 feet square. The Spring Hill Redoubt bore

the brunt of the attack by American and French forces on October 9, L779.
When this attack was successfully repulsed, the siege ended. It is
this redoubt which the sponsors of the "Savannah Revolutionary Battle
Site National Monument" wish particularly to reconstruct as the central
feature of the proposed parke.

It is generally believed in Savannah that the Spring Hill Redoubt
occupied a site near a marker, still visible on Railroad Street,
placed there by the Georgia Society, Sons of the Revolution, in

1911l. During our visit werdiscussed the location of ‘the Spring

Hill Redoubt with Mr. Alexander Lawrence, former President of the
Georgia Historical Society, and author of Storm over Savennah, The
Story of Count d'Estaing and the Siege of the Town in 1779, published
by the University of Georgis Press in 1951l. This highly readsble and
thoroughly researched volume is filled with fascinating information
and observant comments sbout the Siege. Mr. Lawrence sketched his
informal interpretation of the location of the Spring Hill Redoubt
for us on a map of Project "J" and vicinity, copy enclosed marked
Exhibit C. Although engineering studies would be required to achieve
a surveyed location, it appears almost certain the Redoubt lay athwart
Railroad Street and that no portion of it was located within Project
"J". While a portion of the Redoubt was probably situated within the
12-acre tract adjoining Project "J" a significant portion was in all
likelihood outside both tracts and under the sheds and railroad tracks
of the still active passenger terminal of the Central. of Georgla
Railway.

3.
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The conclusion is that a Savannah battlefield site, with a completely
reconstructed Spring Hill Redoubt on its original site as its central
feature, is impossible at the present time. Lands within Project "J"
saw supporting troop movements, involving actions related to the two
historically interesting Jewish cemeteries within its boundaries.
However, because it lacks surviving remains of the earthworks, and
the terrain has been much built upon, Project "J" does not quelify
under the official criteria for the category of historic sites to

be included in the National Park System.

2. Project '"J" and Historic Savannah Terminal, Central of Georgia
Railway.

Some of the Savannah sponsors of National Park Service administration
of Project "J" advocate preservation of the surviving early shop
buildings of the Savannah Terminal, Central of Georgia Railway. At
present, only the shop buildings are proposed, because the passenger
station and offices are still in use. The shop buildings are situated
outside Project "J", but within the adjacent 1l2-acre tract which is
soon to be up for sale.

& From an historical standpoint, assuming it should eventually become
available as a unit, the logical use of this historic terminal would
be as a Railroad and Transportation Museum to house old locomotives;
passenger end freight cars and related memorabilis of the railroad
industry in the South. Unfortunately, any possibility of this kind
of use for these early industrial buildings was substantially removed
on March 8, 1966 when Mr. D. W. Brosnan, President of the Southern
Railway (also owners of the Central of Georgia) presented 12 acres of
land near Norcross, Georgia to the Atlanta Chapter of the Railway
Historical Society on which to build a Southeastern Railway Historical
Museum. On the Norcross site, 23 miles from Atlanta, the Society plans
to construct a replica of Atlanta's historic Union Station and within -
it display 10 locomotives, 16 freight and passenger cars, two streetcars
and one bus to which the Society already owns title. Governor Sanders
of Georgia participated in the announcement of these plans. See the
enclosed clipping marked Exhibit D. Any national project relating to
railway history in Savannah now appears impossible and the National
Park Service has no apparent historical grounds for saving the shop
buildings of the Central of Georgie Savennah Terminal. Their unusual
architectural value merits thelr preservation by the State or the City,
and iks very much hoped an appropriate local use can be found for them.

b,
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3+ Project "J" and the Historic District of Savannah.

New Interstate Highway 16 is expected to become the major future
travel entrance to Savannah. Interstate 16 enters the City at
Project "J" and leads travelers directly into Savannah's historic
district. The Chatham County-Metropolitan Planning Commission
recognized the importance of this location in their preliminary
land-use plan for Project "J", pointing out that a park here would
give motorists "a more favorable impression of Savannah as they
enter and leave the City." Thomas G. McCaskey, Vice-President of
Colonial Williamsburg, in a recent study of Savannah as a travel
destination, pointed out that the terminus of Interstate 16 could
become the ideal entrance to Savannah and provide an excellent
location for a visitor information center and parking area for
perhaps 1500 cars. Sponsors of a "Revolutionary War Park" envisage
the possibility of combining it with reception facilities for
visitors to the historic district. As we considered this possibility
we were taken by Mr. Adler and others to see the historic district
for ourselves.

Savannah, the Colonial Capitol of Georgia, is widely known and
admired for its green squares, broad thoroughfares, handsome historic
houses, early public-buildings, and churches, and its unusual wabter-
front. Savannah is perhaps even more famous for its 1733 city plen,
one of the earliest and most important examples of city planning in
the United States, the main elements of which have survived intact

to the present day. Savannah is also well known nationally fr its
resourceful and imaginative program of historic rehabilitation,
renewal, and restoration, actively in progress under excellent
leadership for over a decade. In 1962, the Historic Savennah
Foundation, of which Mr. Lee Adler, II, is President, sponsored

an inventory of the historic buildings "in a two-mile-square area

of that section of Savannah which was laid out and built on from
1733 until the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861." This inventory,
made by Paul S. Dulaney and his students from the architectural
school of the University of Virginia with guidance from Mr. Carl
Feiss and Dr. Frederick Nichols, revealed 88 buildings of exceptional,
306 of excellent, and 575 of good quality, or a total of 969 in these
three categories. Mr. Walter C. Hartridge, former President of the
Georgia Historical Society, offers these comments on Savannah's
architectural heritage:

"Savannah is a city unusually rich in fine examples of 19th

Century architecture. The best known architects of this
country are represented here with characteristic examples

5.
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of their work. William Jay, John Holden Greene, Elias Carter,
Charles B. Cluskey, Detlief Lienau, and E. Francis Baldwin are
some of these outstanding architects. Most of their buildings
are included in the Exceptional category. Other buildings in
this category are the fine mid-l9th-Century row houses which
are so typical of the architectural pattern of Savannah, and
the commercial buildings along the river front erected in the
early 19th Century as cotton factors' offices and warehouses.
All buildings in this category have national architectural
significance, and each one has a definite place in the main-
stream of American architecture.”

"The second, Execellent, category contains buildings designed
and built by local craftsmen and architects of less national
renown. In many instances the published patterns of Minard
Lafever were followed, as well as the work of the architects
-referred to a2bove., Buildings in this Excellent category would
stand comparison with those of other American cities where
standards of taste:and fine workmanship prevail.”

"In the category marked Good are buildings which give local
& flavor to Savannah. High stooped row houses, wooden single

houses, churches, and stores, reflect the trends of 19th

Century architecture interpreted with a local touch,"

"The relationship of these 969 buildings to each other and to
the unique town plan which is Oglethorpe's legacy to the city
he founded, make Savannah unique among American communities.”

The staff of the Historic American Buildings Survey is keenly aware
of the outstanding quality of Savannah's historical architecture in
relation to its original city plan. HABS photographed or recorded

47 buildings there in the 1930's, added 13 more about 1962, and is
currently making plans to photograph another 10 buildings this spring.

Savannah's historic district, a logical two-square-mile unit descended
directly from the original city plan, is truly of national historical
and architectural importance. It is recommended that this two-mile-
square area be considered for early designation as a Registered National
Historic District. Regardless of the future of Project "J" this
important conservation step can and should be taken no later than the
Advisory Board meeting in the fall of 1966,

6.
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L, Other Action regarding Project "J", including memorial park
possibilitiess

It is recommended that other action regarding Project "J" be postponed
until after the designation of the Registered National Historic District.
Thereafter, the National Park Service would be justified in Jjoining with
representatives of the City, the Historic Savannah Foundation, the
Savannah Housing Authority, and others in planning studies for future
visitor reception facilities, at the edge of the District, possibly
located in Project "J" and possibly in combination with a memorial park
and a museum of the City, including features commemorsting the Siege of
Savannahe. After such studies are completed, a determination could be
made whether Federal funds might be available to assist in the develop-
ment. Such studies would compare the Project "J" site, with at least
two other possible visitor reception sites including the proposed city
Coliseum development near the terminus of Interstate 16, and the
recently acquired Scarbrough House, which Historic Savannah Foundation
plans to restore and consider for development "as a city museum or
tourist information center.” Such studies would also analyze such
questions regarding anemorial park at Project "J" as (1) possible
boundaries; (2) acquisition costs; (3) development concept; (4) devel-
opment and operating costs; (5) access from Interstate 16; (6) historical
base map of troop movements over this area during the Siege of Savannah;
and (T) legislative precedents for memorial parks (since there are no
established criteria).

Although this is an unusually complex project and a useful solution
difficult to reach, it was a very great pleasure to meet Mayor Maclean
and the civic leaders of Savannah, to see this truly handsome and
historic city once again, and to try to find a sound bagis for National
Park Service-Interior Department cooperation with Savannah leaders in
perpetuating their heritage, which unquestionably has national value.

h 7o

Roneald F. Lee
Enclosures )l

cct

Regional Director, Southeast (w/enc.)
Assts, Director, Coop. Act.

Chief, Div. Legis. & Regulations
Chief, Dive. History Studies

Supts., Fort Pulaski
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THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION il
Wednesday, Me.rch 9,11966 "
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..’ s 414 50T A

‘Railroad
Gwes Site] |

Eor Relies

i The Southern Raxlway Sys~,
" tem Tuesday gave 12 acres of} i
! land npear Norcross to the ‘At<] !
! lanta Chapter of the Nathnal‘
¢ Railway Historical Society ; on,
& ; which to build a Southeastem»

'/ The! governor said tha
{1 Southgrn was, “in the forgfront
Lin lmagmatmn, dedication and
Pl 1mp1ratmn Lo developmg the
Ly . ﬁ, South.!” '
i He isald that the museum
i Al should! “ereate a permanent
|| nhonwnent 'to; the employes of
[hthe Georgia railroad industry.”
i The |society plans to build a
-+ | |ilireplica; of Atlanta’s old Union
BN Statlod - destroyed by Sherman
- Ailin the [Civil War—on the 12-acre
. lisite.. The shed will hold. the 10
E ol lodomdtwes, 16 freight and pas-
: sengél jcars, two streetcars and
lone. ' bus to lthch the society
;now glds title,
bt i ».Sout ern: announcéd at the
|l miceting that*it - was. donating
‘ ‘th‘cee ful]m'm cars to the At-

iy

Railway Historical Museum. 1,
D. W. Brosnan, president’ of|
Soufhern, presented deeds tolli

“the tract to Dave Salter, pres-‘1 i
ident of the Atlanta chapter, at| | v
i a luncheon at the Capital Clty A TR
13 Bl o
[ C]ub. AR NI
!‘ Gov. Carl E. Sanders “fora
i mally ann nced”’

=
fab)
=
=
.
Sy
5
=
=8
<
£
.~|
=
=
@
?
g
<
w,
0
&
I

, mlles northeast of Atlanta near |-
‘»Ndrcross in Gwinnett County. It
lis lat the junetion of U.S. 23 and!
j‘;.‘lBérkeley Lake Road, about 500;
‘:bieet from Southern’s malnlme.,
{1t “From Interstate 85, the site;
Il may be ‘reached via .Pleasant;
¢ yAHill Road. It is- approximately
“|[sthree miles from the junction of |
/ iIBB and Pleasant Hill Road.
{ter | Brasnan, who' is a na-|
tnrd of Albany, Ga., presented
tl}ﬁ eeds, he was rec1p1ent of
i 3rd from the National
,mm fpstorical Society.
Le\ixil Pardee, of New Jersey,

-D. W, Brosnan Gov. Carl Bnnﬂers

before the actual presentatlon
of. the deed.

Gov. Sanders saxd that rm l
Georgian “‘would ever’ fail | to !
recognize the debt we: oweato
. the‘railroads of the' std\t@ ‘T,
~.the’ progress ,*ha t. has;!

« made here.

Tt
m—u.lh..m.)».,m‘_u._._.uj it

ﬁi'eSIdeqt ‘of the soci- | o '
ave! aBrosha a cernficate Sk ‘

g
ch! made ihim 'a e
i '
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UNITED STATES §1918 2
DEPARTMENT OF THE INT ER!OH : &

g :
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 3, 1966 4
; 5 i &
Independence Hational Historicsd Park
11 Walnut Street
o Prhiladelohia, Pa. 19100

o
%,
Tamt

&
2
z
-
¢
3
e

April o, Lub6

ATRMATL

Mre Morton Iwmutsch
1% Bast WOth Street
Saveonsh, GCeorgla

Dear Mr. Deutsch:

The Froncn map of woleh I have a copy carries the legend "BEchelle
de deuwr Miles,”" not "Bchelle de 1200 Toilles." I do not at present
& peve a copy of the particuler map you have,

Toners are al least five French maps, with four additional French
mans derived from them, ss well a8 Tour British maps of the Slege
¢t Ssvannsh. If you are writlng on the subject, T believe you will
wint Lo examine as many wf these maps as possible.

Altin very test regards.

Sincerely yours,

Gl 7 Lo

iy
Ronald ¥. Lee
Special Fleld Assistant
o the Director
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Wirton Doutsch — somta 9, 1966

14 EAST 40th STREET e SAVANNAH, GA.

Information Officer
Embassy of France
Washington, D.C,
Sirt=
It will be highly appreciated if you will inform me:
(a) Was the French word "mile" in use in 17792 If so, what,
in U.S.4, feet and inches, would the French expression (1779)
"un mile" connote?
(b) What, in U.S.A, feet and inches of the now, would the
expression "Echelle de 1200 Tolfeg'"connote on a French
Battle Map(of 1779) which I have in my possession now.
What, in feet and jnches of the U,S.A. (1966) would 1 Toife
connote?
If you will be good enough to send a copy of your reply to me, to
The Hen, Stuart Udall
g;;ﬁiggggfaﬁyc?f the Interio?

I am certain Mr, Udall will appreciate the courtesy.

Thanking you for your kinQ\COOperafion,

copy to

Hon, Stuart Udall,

U.S., Secretary of the Interior,
Washing’con, D Co
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morfon %@ufdcé April 9, 1969

14 EAST 40th STREET e SAVANNAH, GA.

Hon. Stuart Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:-

Pardon my intrusion upon your valuable time, I am forced to
do so, having failed to make myself coherent to the Hon. R. ¥,
Lee, Special Assistant to the Director of the National Park
Service, Philadelphia, who visited our City last month in con~
nection with the location and development of a National Park
to commemorate the Battle to Raise the Siege of Savannah, in
October 1779.

e
o
S

Nl
™~
i

O

o
@
2

o

Hawing what I believed to be information which would be of value
to your goodself, and to the Park Service - information which
leads me to believe that the site pointed out as being Spring
Z Hill Redoubt, was not Spring Hill Redoubt (there actually were
1l ‘%two Spring Hill Redoubts), I addressed a total of three long
' letters to Mr. Iee; the first two having been sent to him
through the hands of American Philosophical Society, in Philadel-
- phia; the other being mailed direct; when, after an Interval of
three weeks, I received a most incoherent’ letter from Mr, Lee ==
the kind you would call a gracefull political "brush"{

¢ U.s. GOVERNMEWT PR

In my original letter to Mr, Iee, I told him, that, the map which

I was working from, had. been found in the anciemt archives of the
King of France (Louis XVI); that; a copy of the same had been given
by me to Dr. Richard F. Shryock of the American Philosophicail
Society} who, I felt sure would make the map available to the
Park Service, if he felt it would be helpful. But, apparently,
Mr. Iee required no additional data; yet] Mr. Ieefs letter to

me led me to believe tHat the fullest investigation would have

to be made on the ground, before a decision was reached,

Under date March 26, 1966, I wrote Mr. Lee, as per xeroc
attached, and, as you wili also note. from xeroc of letter
received by me two weeks afterwards, the "brush!" is again

being applied, but with not too much finessel Mr. Iee: (b
rubber stamp) says he does not have a copy of the map I am
woTking fTom; yet he made no effort to obtain it from Br. Shryock,
or request a copy from me. He also states that there are other
maps appertaining to the subject; yet, he does not give name of
maps, or offer to furnish me with xerocs of the same, provided

I pay for the same, This smells very much unlike Chanel No.5?

To assure you of my sincerity, I am sending you a copy of the
map I refer to, with my compliments under separate cover. I

am also sending you a carbon of my ietter of date to the French
Embagsys; seeking information as to whether, the terms "mile" and
"toijg" wdd in use in 1779, and sueh what Y4 denoted then. The

metre was not offieially adopted by the French (though used) until
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To- Hon., Stus~™ Udall, Secretary of the Interior . .

sometime later. My only interest in the matter is to make

certaln that you/and your department,do not come under the criticts

lash later on, ~Of course, I may bé/wrong, and wlll stand correction;
yet, it has already been admitted that the spot where a marker now stands
to commemorate the spot where Casimir Pulaski fell from his horse,

was marked via 'guess"}

I am asking the French Embassy to send a copy of thelr letter to me -
to your goodself, Thls should place all concerned on the proper
footing; and, as I bdlieve that there can be no more an authentic
map than the one I am sending you, it should not take too long to
prove what we are seeking to prove, or to disprove.

I am satisfied you will find my letters to Mr. Lee of March 2, 11
and 14, on this subject, of vital interest to you, or, to whomsoever
you deiegate to study tﬁe matter)migus the "Lee Brudh"}

I know how you personally feel towards the electorate you serve
and I am certain such imperalistic treatment as Mr. Lee( phrougﬁ
ignorance, or, under orders) has shown me, is not in keeping
with what an indlvidual pald with my taxes, should be aldiowed

to continue to dispense, I speak frankly, and believe I am

fully justified in doing so.

If you wapt to cheek on my reliability and how closely I worked
with the inistration on the intra-state clean up of the
Savannah River, just call up the Hon. Murray Stein, Department

of Health and Welfare, What he tells yow will cause you to
move cautiously on the local historical park,for the now. I need
not tell you that I will be very pleased, indeed, to place you
or anyone else you may designate, in possession of ether
information you may require, ‘“- / /

; /]
Q,s/ "ére/i/iér, // -

AN

P.S.
Please acknowledge receipt of map,

permameny
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UNITED STATES S
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RE: 1916 3
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE b//ﬁ/ 3 1966 @'
WASHINGTON PLANNING AND SERVICE CENTER \’:s‘
1730 NORTH LYNN STREET ) 4A@gx§$ .
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22209 ~ /@‘é’é}jp ”/f’
IN REPLY REFER TO: . ° M:q, ) { ‘\l
April 13, 1966 " (o
158-RH g 3
—
UJ"\” jé/wv/
’lw V‘_)u,"/jf
AR
o e T
v
Memorandum oA
e e . e 9
T6: - Chief, Division of New Area Studies a\ ter Planning ()uoé 2
@7/
From: Chief, Division of History Studies Y
Jr ‘!7}7\
Subject: Proposed Savannah Revolutionary Battle Site National Vf;/
Monument (Q 28
i
e Returned herewith is R. F. Lee's report on his visit to Savannah. He Lgﬁ,jn
had previously furnished us with a copy, which we are retaining in our “vkﬁw’
files. &b

We concur fully in the contents of the report and in the recommendations.//
From the information now available to us, we believe that the Savannah ﬂ‘w
historic district will easily qualify for designation as a Registered

National Historic Lendmark. The proposed park is not in this district,

however, and we seriously doubt that Landmark designation would deter

its promoters.

f;éé;&ﬂjva«%‘

Robert M. Utley

Enclosure

/‘;&Mzg//ﬂu
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waq' ”
APR 18 1966

] 5 S 7/ ¢

Hemorandun \F{L %*’
L

Tog mfsg.amﬁ to the Seerstery mpd Leglelstive Counnel ‘[\\L\.\L\P Y \Al
Assistan
From:  Director, Netiossl Perk Service

&3

Subject: Proposed Sevenoeh Hevolutionary Battle 8ite Hstiovel Honuwment

On ¥areh 10,-a Nationsl Perk Service pariy conslsbing of EHpeeisl Fleld
Asslstant Roneld ¥. Lee, Heglonal Director Elbert Cox, snd Flanoer
FPrederick Ley, visited Savenush, Georgle, for the puryose of discussing
with the loval pesple plany t9 estebldsh & Hetloppl Nosusent in Savennah,
aa proposed in Senstor Buesell's bill 8. 2585, snd to weke o prelimlnsry
evaluation of the site. 4 copy of Mr. lee's veport of Meroh 30 is
attuached,

&

S. 2565 suthorizes scquisition of = J0-pore site tersed "PFroject g
together with vhatever adjocont lends are nesded. Project J hwe been
desigrated port of the Urben Renowsl Plan for Sevennsh. Mp. Lee
concluded that beesuse pelther Project J nor an sdjesent l3-acre tract
contein historic remains of the Revolutlonsry Wer, spd the tervain has
been much budlt-upon, the site referred to in the blll doss not quelily
Tor Hetionsl Histopdc Bite op Nationsl Mooument EO .

Loveted on the 1l2-sere tract sdjscent to Project J are several old shop
budldioge thet were used su pord of the Savenneh Terminal of the Cenkrel
of Georgls Bailwey. Mr. Lee concluded however, that there sre no
apparant historical grounds Por the Batlonal Perk Serviece 1o swve these
shop budldings. The Atlapts Chapter of the Redlwsy Historleal Boodety
ie plaznning to conetruch o roplics of Aldsata’s historic Unlon Sdetion
on & site 272 wiles from Ableute, and dlopiay rolling stock It now owns,
B0 that o vational project to portray rellde®s debory is not nended.

Projeet J is located where Intevstate Route 16 enters Savemwh, and
eould he developed ss s ontrance 1o the sdjoiuning Historile Disteict of

&c' CL

#//9/(;@
Ynah’
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Savannah. Mr. Lee has suggested that the historic dietrict be deaignated
as & Beglstered Hatlousl Historic Disbtwlet %o vecognize ifs unguestioned
hisboric significence, and follow up this sotion with & Joint Netlonal
Park Bervice-City study of the possivility of developing Project J ss &
visitor cm!‘.er and entrence to the District.

We concur in the foregoing recommendations, aund we suggest the following
course of actien:

e Sulmit for considerstion of the Advisory Boasrd the proposed
designation of Savanpab's historde district ss a Begistered
Natioral Historic District, at the Boerd's Fell 1966 meeting.

2. Assuming 1t is spproved by the Advieory Boerd, designate
the historic district.

3. Discuss with clty officisle and the local histopricel society
the popsibdlity of & joint stwdy of the potentisl use of the
Project J adte snd its adjolniog lands, such stwly to
analyze & proposed memorial perk In teruns of boundsries,
epst, access, and developments, as well ag to fdentify locally
finenced or ailded aliernatives.

&

A delegation of interested people from Savanssh will vislt our Beglonsl
Office in Richmond shortly and fyron there expects to come Lo Washington

on sbout April 18. Ve believe it would be helpiful 4o discuss the furegning
with thean st that time.

(SGD) JACKSON E. PRICE

Cellnsen
e

cC,

opiate Solicitor Parks and Recreation
R/Zional Director, Southeast

M&?y‘ R. F. Lee

]Mro U‘bley

Mr "Swem
Mfi ‘Harrison
Copy

JMLambe:sap  4/8/66
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ya v g 1/,3/0

APR 25 1966
L&

M. Morton Deutseh
3bh Bazt hOth Street
Bavennah, Georgla 2/ (/0 /

Dosr Mr. Dewkschs

The Secretary of the Interior bes asked us to reply o your receatb
letter regarding the possibllity of establishing s national monument
i%ﬂewgm, to commemcrate the battle fought theye in 1779
an you for the copy of the French map "Silege De Savanoah”
which you 80 thougbtfully enclosed. '

We regret that Mr. Lee's office was unable to furnish you coples of
the maps with which our historiasns are working, but believe you may
be able to obtain copies from the Georgia Historical Soclety in
Savannah or the Library of Coagress in Washingbton. Please be assured
that before any Tinal decision ls made regeyding this proposal theb
the matter will be thoroughly lnvestlagated, and your suggestions will
receive full attention.

Your cooperation and inderest in this project are appreclated.

Siocarely youra,

{560, HOWARD R. STAGNER
Assigtant Director

ceR

Il)dgc.oR. ¥, Lee, Independence Hall NHP é?

Regional Directox;gi]?;h:/ ¢ inc. H
SIR, Mr. Melvin, . .

RE (2) w/e/ inec. &tjf/ =
RH, Mr. Cullen, w/c inc.

FC vlleniro y-33-L¢
S -/0270 W
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14 EAST 40th STREET @ SAVANNAH, GA.

Hon. Howard R. Stegner
Assistant Direetor
U.S. Dept of the Interior

Courtesy of the Washington, D.C,
. Hon, Everett Dierksen

P i
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A - : LWQ/ MAY 23 1966
WOI’tOI’L :beulfdc/b May 1 1966

14 EAST 40th STREET e SAVANNAH, GA.

Howard, R. Stagner, Esq GﬂdﬁjﬁiQ\é;ié;ifi£;;;\zg ~
AssisPant Director
U.S. Department of the Interior S&ﬁhw- verfloaa

National Park Service
Washington, D.C.

Sirs-

I thank you for your letter bearing a rybber stamp date of April
25, 1966, It is hard for me to understand why the U. S. Government
(or the National Park Serviee) persists in pot stating the date

of the letter which they are acknowledging. Is it to cover up
diliatoriness in the premises? Is the National Park Service
overworked, overpaid, and underfed? As a taxpayer, it will be

my pleasure to do whatever is necessary for you, in the premises,

1t seems, my good friend, that, for some reason unknown to me,

the National Park Service stili persists in using the "ILee Brush",
Why? Is not a taxpayer entitled to ask questions and receive
answers? Or, is the national govermment at this time so

firm in the belief that they sit so firmly in the saddle that
they will remain there?

You force me to write you in this wise, with a copy under personal
cover to Mr. Udall, who, seeming also,is too busy to write a taxpayer,
because, without any effort at ail, you could have told me - given
me a description of the maps from which the Department was working.

PLEASE DO,

In my letter to Mr. Udall, commenting blindly@wittout the maps

your department were working from, on the proposevd'Estaing Park

in Savannah), I told you, that, to inform all concerned, I had
communicated with the French Embassy for pertinent information,
which, if you already knew, you were not gracious enough to give me -
I requested the French Embassy to send Mr. Udall a copy of their reply,
but since they have not done SO,tiE_JéLJ&uﬂLJEE&E&&&LI@Q&B&Q_Qi_EBQ

DIE 8Ll OL) ({1} ne )
told

A

resentl X] ng strained 1 N pom th n. Charl de Gaulle,
A friend just back from Paris me last evening, that, while he and
his saw no outward anti-American demonstrations, they could feel a:

sort of coolness, and an air of resentment whereever he went. And,

the Unitqglstates Government is in process of spending millions of
printing paper money here, to erect a park, in what might turn out

to be the wrong loecatioh, to do honor to Count d'Estaing, who, on
Séptembér 16, 1779, without consulting with the American General |
Benjamin Lincoln{ who he had been advised was only ten miles away)
DEMANDED SURRENDER OF SAVANNAH IN THE NAME OF HIS MOST CHRISTIAN
MAJESTY, LOUIS XVI OF FRANCE, Can you imaéine what might have been,
if the British had surrendered on September 16, 17797 We would have
had a n w;ioe to contind with, in the war of a%trition, then being
fought on many fronts
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.5fo\- Howard R. S. gner, Assistant Director, iS.Dept, of the Interior =2

Sinee the Hon. Secretary of the Ambassade de France aux Etats Unis 27
Stanislas Filliol, did not, as requested, send a copy of his 1etter oft April/
to me, to Mr. Stuart Udall I quote therefrom for your and Mr. Lee's
informations

"I wish to let you know that the word "mile" was not used
in France, except in the sense of a nautical mile.

"Echelle de 1,200 tolses" means scale of 1,200 toise. One
toise is the equivalent of 6'4"7/10."

"Echelle de 1 200 toises" is the scale of miles on the map I sent Mr. Udall,
with my compliments. It bears the following "SIEGE DE SAVANNAH - Fait par
les Troupes du Roi Aux Ordres de Monsieur Le Comte d'Estaing, Vice Admiral
de France en September en October 1779.% It is the map of the same
d'Estaing you propose to honobs so it should be as accurate as any ofher
Of those concealed maps you are presently using. Shouldn't it, now,
Mr. Stagner.

Now, Sir, on receipt of this scale by you, you should be able to reconclle

rights and wrongs. It shows that,what is ignated on that map as -
"Redoubte de 8 . commenced at, gie% oope Avenue, on the North

nd extende Sout w, How any one would now dare to say, at wha%
point of "Sprink Hill" the actual assault was made, is the $64o do question

With a strong glass, I find this a.m. that erred in a statement I

that there were 2 "éprink Hills", éloser reference to the battle plan
this morning, reveals (in the faint reproduction)that, instead of K and L
on the "Legende" of Spring Hill being British Redoubts, they actually were
enemy positions against &8ifferent sectors of Spring Hill -

Letter K of Iegende reads "Batterie des enemieg agauche de la Redoubte
de Sprink Hill, de 5 pieces de Cannons"

Letter L of Legende reads "Btterie Enemies de 5 pieces de Canon, don
deux flanguant ée la Redoubte de Sprink Hill",.

Since L and K are both Franco-American Batteries, you might well discard

them from your consideration - don't you think?

S0, in the face of all of whichj we start off wit?aﬁﬁghlgét&tﬁat,a marker

has been placed haphdfdly, in the Central of Georg a ion to mark the

spot when the?hero?Pulaski the U.S, G [®)

Ehen he died", and who wroge over his own signature "I am gerving in the
U.S. Army to please Frangew received his'mortal wound? You had nothing

t0o do with the placing of this marker; but, I merely call 1t to your atien-

tion so, that, the Park Service wont coggegg the Central of Georgia Railway

Statio Urb Renewal, and pay the Central of Georgla bemucoup dollars,

as they anticipate doing - with a blll already through the ngggg§§ - for

obsolete buildings and land galdre belonging to the same Southern Railwaye

Central of Georgia interests. Wouldn't this make headlines, Mr. Stagner?

The one place on the d'Estaing map that we know did exist at the time was
"Cimitiere de Juifs" - the Jewish Cemetery - it is the one which is still
extant, yvour able engineers should have little trouble in authenticating
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- TQBKJHoward R, Stagner, Assistant Director, U... Department of Interior -3-

how many feet this kmés from the Savannah River. 8till, as I told you
before, the mere fact that the Franco-American battle orders carried the
provision, that, in case of a rout, the men were, to" take refuge in the
Jewish Cemetery, where the Reserve was stationed, does not place the

Jewish Cemetery, in the area of battle, but definitely outside of the
bepise oreas on which the U,S. Government are %11 set to tear gowg b

isting buildings, via inquitous Urban Renewal'Grab What You Will
tacties. "

When the advocate of the Park, my good friendg Mrs. Roberts,called me
at her own volition sometime back, she averred that, the entire Western

£
Section of 0ld Savannah was battlefield. If that is true, then why not
make it soj instead of picking out one, yet to be confirmed site, in the

S9g;hgzg:gg;;yaz:Qgg&xgl;giﬁgggg%%g;zaxds_ and, saying, this ig 1t =- or, ,
did Mrs. Roberts mean to convey that,the U.S., Government, by Urban Renewal,
intended to take additional property belonging to Centrai-Southern Railway,
North of Liberty Street, and between Liberty and Hulls Streets? The

U.S. Government has already hijacked all the property from Hull Street
North to Broughton, in what was definitely the battle area; and, as

there is plenty of vacant land there, all the National Park Service
has to do is to erect a marker there,

TeF¥l me, Mr. Stagner, truthfully, do you feel ,that with all the dilly-
dallying and shilly-shallying that the U.S. Government has been doing
in prosecuting that "undeclared" war in Vietnam = andjywith the billions
of taxpayer money which is being poured in there, with a policy which:
ties the miltary's hands behind their backs - do you feel Mr. Stagner,
and you, too, Mr. Udall, that the U.S. Government is justified in new
building park on top of park - and, in the particular case of the
Savannah one we are discussing, to honor individ who d ot have

t _heart the best intere of our country?

When I entered into correspondence with the National Park Service,

I was motivated purely and simply with a desire (based on facts in hand)
to try and help the U.S. Government save face, and guide them so that
they would not go astray; but, by your Department’s sacrosant aptitude,
you foree me to throw theéﬁﬁégg upon your doorstep, and let1ﬂlgz%ly
where they may.

I have been a-good Democrat up until now, but Mr. Lee's "brush off"
to begin with, and, that assinine, uncooperative letter you wrote me,
has made me decide where my vote will go next election. Since there
is no Republican Senator from Georgia in Washington now, I am sending
this to the Hon. Everett Dierksen, with the request tha% he effect
personal delivery for me, to the Hon. Stuart Udall.

With assurances of my high personal respect, I am,

carbon copy to 4
The Honorable Everett Dierksen,
Washington, D.C.



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-

COMMISSIONERS 2 jg
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" HOUSING AUTHORITY of SAVANNAH /.

POST OFFICE BOX 507

EAST BROAD AT OGLETHORPE SAVANNAH. GEORGIA 31402

TELEPHONE

Cett ) [, 70066
ok

AREA CODE 912 233.3053 °

CeciL H. MASON, CHAIRMAN

JOSEPH F. GRIFFIN, JR., VICE.CHAIRMAN
EUGENE G. HARDY
WILLIAM W. OSBORNE

P. A. PATTERSON

FRANK K. BUTLER

XEC SUYHEST PERAON
May 3, 1966 | ‘w5 1966
r 2 o -
aot| Rigoliitectoy
YMr, Elbert Cox, Regional Director || Asst Bee Dir, 0
National Park Service - Q”L“mﬁ“"fb
o . sste Red, D,y (O
Federal Building ::‘Anljmq.; R
Richmond, Virginia m X
5 | Resourze Stdies Ag e
Dear Mr. Cox: Lo
Let me take this opportunity to thank you for letting me be a _

<fch'k2§;,¢x4
P <

part of the discussion on the projected Revolutionary Park for
the City of Savannah with Mrs. Adrienne Roberts and Mr. Walter
Hartridge.l

Before our interview with you and even after leaving Richmond,

we visited many installations and feel that with the development
of the Revolutionary Park in Savannah it will give tremendous
impetus for the preservation of historic sites and structures in
the state of Georgia, as well as the attraction to thousands of
tourists in our nation who are interested in this type of historic
parks, which is not new to the National Park Service.

I personally want to thank you for the dellahtful luncheon and
also your positive contribution in helping Frs. Adrienne Roberts
and Mr. Walter Hartridge trying to make the Revolutionary Park
site become a reality.

Thank you for directing us to the Church Hill restoration project
which we reviewed with interest, taking many pictures,

Sincerely yours,

Horace A. Edwards
Director of Conservation

H.AE:m'jr

cc: Honorable Malcolm Maclean, Mayor
Dr, W, W, Osborne, Commissioner, H.A.S.
Mr. Frank K, Butler, Exec. Dir., H.A.S.
Mrs, Adrienne Roberts
Mr., Walter Hartridge

A }Z;>¢/~zé254¢/ WS C 4%>ffc¢/45(4’Q;;é;;%L____,,,
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o

% ILLINOIS

Vlnifed Diates Henafle

May 6, 1966

rf(;" ‘x‘
{ s

i
Mr, Ropert jC. McConnell

ecretary

Department of the
Washing?o , D. C.
}

i %
Dear Mr,! McConnell: "V

MINORITY LEADER

'F/N(j

At the suggestion of Mr, Morton Deutsch, of 14 East 40th Street,
Savannah, Georgia, I am transmitting a communication addressed to
the Secretary and one addressed to Mr, Howard R. Stegner, Assistant

Director of the National Park Service,

It will be appreciated if you will place these communications in

the proper channels,
Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen
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i

Hon., Bverett MeXinley lrkeen
United States Seunete
&’Mh&mﬂm, Be €.

Peay Scintor Bisksen:

Taang you for your recent letter iu behalsd of Me. Morten Deutach
regarding the possibility of estoblishdng & netionasl moneent in
Gavanmeh, Georgie, %o ccgnswoyate the Dutile fought thers s 1779.
As we recently infoymed Mr. Deutsci, before suy fined decision i

e made regardleg this propossl the matter will be thovougaly investie
gated sod his suggestions will receive full ettention.

Slacevely yours,

(SGD) HOWARD R. STAGNER

Aggistent Director

5]

es
gipnal Director, Southeast, w/e of ine.
{ " of inc.

HK
sbar:5-18-66

[£7)
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L5858 ,
MAY 27 1965

1h Best BOLh Hreei
Lavannah, Geoxgle

Dear Mr. Denteciu

Msumm&ywwmwwfwxwmmmmu
to establleh & Hatlonal Moowssst Lo Sevensa,

tid hﬁm&%r Dilghsen

‘mmm t0 W

The Batdonal Park Dexvice ig sot ot the prusent Lime cundesiing

g any deteiled study of this aves whleh would eneble us W snawer
youy guestions. Ioglalation o ecsteblish the area a6 & uwnlt 4n
the Hationsl Yayk Systes has boen dnbtrodueed fn the Congrems,
Bt wntil sueh legislation ip enstbted we will oot koow what the
finel acticon will be. For Luformalion regarding the wrbaon repewsl
PrOgIHR wmtm,wmm»tmammt he Department of
Houmsing and Urben Development, which sdulnisters the wrbas cencwal
PIOEYE L.

As ve informed you in our letter of Sgil 25, befoye auy Cinal
declsion 1o sade regaxding this propogsal the switer will be
thoreughly investigated eod your sugpestions will be Lwought
to the attention of those concersiod.

Slnverely yours,

(SGD) HOWARD R. STAGNER

SAowistant Drector

ce:
Beglonal Director, SE w/ec of inc.
RE wfc of ing.

RA - Mr. Cullen w/e of inc.

JPCullen:tn 5/25/66
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Dear Benetor Jsckson:

Your committee hes requested a report from this Department r;u B. 2%65,
& Bill "o provide for the establishment of the Savennsh Revolutionary
Battle 8ite National Monument."

We recommend the ensctment of §. 2965, if amended ms suggested herein,

8. 2565 directs the Secretary of the Interior to seguire, by gift,
purchase, or otherwise, the lands (together with the improvements
thereon) described in gsection 315 (e) (1) of title III of the Housing
and Urban Development Act of 1965 (79 Stat. 451), together with any
other adjscent lands snd improvements, which he detersmines ave
meeuémr or desirvable for designation ag the Savennsh Revolutionery
Battle Site Hational Monument. The bill directs the Hational Park
Service, under the direction of the Secretery of the Interior, to
sdminister the monument subject to the amct of August 25, 1916 (39 Stat.
535), o5 amended and pupplemented, and the sct of August 21, 1935

{49 Stat. 666). It alaso directs the Secretary to construct anmd
maluteln rozds, tralls, markers, buildings, snd other improvements,
and facilities for the cave snd accommodation of visitors.

Bection 315 {e¢) (1) of title III of the Housing and Urban Development
aet of 1965, provides that the wrben renewsl project in Savemmah,
Georgia, known as Project "J" may include the donotion by the Housing

Authority of Bavannsh of 811 right, title, und intevest of the
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guthority in &il or eny portion of the lend within Project "J".
Parsgraph (2) of the subsection provides that the conveysnce shall
be made only if the donee furnishes sssursnces that the donee will
develop, preserve, and operate such property on & nonprofit basis as
s historical site or monwnent.

The sres known a8 Project "J" i3 described im section 315 (e} (1) as

bounded on the north by properties of the Central of Georgis Reilway

Compeny, on the east by West Brosd Street, on the south by the

righteof-wey for Interstate Highway Ho. I-16, and on the west by the
. Sevennsh and Ogeechee Canal and West Boundery Street.

Project "J", spproximately 38 scres in eres, is ove of five units in
the general nelghborhood renewsl plan for the Broad Street - Cansl
Urban Renewal aree of Savemnsh. The other four projects have alveady
been carvied out, and Project "J" vemsing to be executed. Preliminary
plens of the city propose thet 4.17 scres be set sside for a
"Revolubionary Wer Perk”™ with the remaining 3% scres devoted primarily
to light industry snd seconderily to commerciel uses. The preliminery
plan hes not been spproved by the eiby.

The ares within Project "J" is ideally located with respect to the
higtorical aresms of Savarmah. Frop Revolutionsry War timss the city
of Bavannoh has figured mmméﬁmy in the history of our Hation.
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The Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Bulldings, and
Monuments in October 1965 found the silege of Bavannah to be an
episode of national significance in American History. 1In 1779, while
it was occupied by the British, Savannsh was encircled by a generally
continuous line of fortifications, Of the several redoubts in this
line, the Spriﬁg Hill Redoubt played a crueial part in the Siege of
Savannah by American and French forees who attacked this pert of

the line gﬁ‘aatober 9y 1779, when this attack was sucgessfully
repulsed the siege ended. Our investigations show that a portion

of this redoubt was probably situated ad jacent to Project "J".

- Also nearby 18 a historie railroad terminal of the Central of CGeorgia

Railway. The terminal is atill in use, but the old shop.buildings,
which are of unusual awchitectural value, are no longer used. The

shop buildings are located on lands adjacent to Project "J",

The Project "J" site is also adjacent to the city's major historie
district, Savannah, the Colonial capital of Georpla, is widely known
and admired for ite green squares, broad thovoughfares, handsome
historie houses, early public buildings, and its unusual waterfront.

In 1962, the Historic Savannah Foundation sponsored an inventory of

the historic buildings in a two-mile-sguare area of that section of the
city which was laid out and built on from 1733 until the outbreak of
the Civil War in 1861, This inventory revealed 88 buildings of
excéptianal, 306 of emcellent, and 575 of good quality, a total of

969 historic buildings in this district,
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v

Sgwennah's histeoric district, a wmit descended direckly from the
originagl eity pian, appears to be of maticomal historical end
architectural importemce. We hope te presemt a proposal for formal
repognition of this fact to the Advisory Bosrd on Vational Parks,
Higtoric Sites, Builldings, and Honuments, in October, wherein the
district will éé dQQiatqd eligible for sarly desigration as &
Ragiﬁtataé;ﬁatieaai Historic Qiéatiﬁtt Sueh areas as 0ld Ssoramento
in California, Besven Hill in Boston, and Amnepolis, Hervyland, have

been gimilarly designeted as historic districts.

Hew Interstate Highway 116 will become the major travel entrance te
Savarmah, when completed. Interstate 16 snters the eity at Project
I and lesds travelers directly inte Savanmah'z historic district.
Thus Project "J® ie in an ewcellent locatisn for g visitor informebion
canter emphasizing the city's rich historiz heritage. We believe g
properly plasned facility at the Project "I site would be of
tremendous service to visitors travelling Interstats 1€ and an
excellsnt opportunity for a coopevative program of interpreting
Savanmah®s histovy, The interpretive and information cemter should
properly be opevated ab the city or other loesl governmental level in
rocognition of the comtinuing efferts of the city and locel preservaiion
groups to perpetuate their historical heritage. This Depavtment would
join with the ity in the planning, interpretation, and poasibly the
development of the site to give full vecognition te the historical

svents of national importamce that oecurred in Savamnakb,
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B

To carry out the proposal for an interpretive and information center,

a comprehensive plan drawn up on a cooperative basis utilizing the
capabilities of state or eity agencies and local interested groups,

and of this Department, should be prepared. Such a plan is needed to
identify the possible boundaries, land costs, development concepts,
development and operating costs, access tles with existing and proposed
routes, historical events that should be emphasized, and a basis for
Federal-local paxt;cipation in an interpretive and development program,
The possibility of multiple or alternative sites should of course be

congidered,

The enclosed draft of a substitute bill would provide for a study
which ¢ould result in such a plan, including & recommendation for
further legislation as necessary. We estimate that the costs to this
Department of participating in the study will be approximately

§25,000,

Our cities ave traditionally the sources of our early historical
heritage., Visibors to metropolitan areas need to be awave of what

there is to see and study in the historical snd architectural examples
that remain of our past, We believe that an interpretive and information

center as hevein proposed will help meet this need at Savannal,
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Y

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the
presentation of this report from the standpeint of the adeiniatyation's

PRORETER,

Sincerely yours,

Secratery of the Interiovr

Hon, Henry M. Jackson
Chairmon, Committee on

Intarior and Insuler Affairs
Washington, ¥, €,
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ABLLL

-

To provide for a cooperative plan of interpretation of the historical
and avchitectural values of Savannah, Georgia.

Be it enacted by the Senste and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary

of the Interiag_may, in cooperation with the State of Georgla, the
City of Savann#h (or any instrumentelity thereof) and with interested
organizations and individuals, prepare a comprehensive plan for the
development and operation of an interpretive and information center
for viéitors to the historie Uity of Savannsh., The plan shall considex

the possible site or sites, boundaries, acquisition costs, development

€ concept, development and operating costs, access from existing and

proposed routes, interpretive program for the center, and shall identify
the>casts that should be borne by Federal and non-Federal sources,

Not later than two years from the date of enactment of this Act the
Secretary shall transmit the plan to the President and the Congress,
together with his recommendations for such further legislation as

may be necessary.

Sec, 2. There are guthorized to be appropriated such sums as are

necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act,
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SEP 8 1966

Hemorandios

Tos Logislative Counsel, Office of the Solicitoer
Through: Assistant Secratary, Fish and Wildlife and Pavks

Assistant )
Frofd Director, Hatiomal Park Sexvice

Subjeet: 3, 2565 « To provide for the establishment of the Savannsh

Revelutiongry Battle Site Hational Honument. —_—
M
Your memorandum of September 30, 1965, requested our views and
supporting dato on this bill, Our sesovandum of Dacember 28, 1865,
recomuended that the Department defer the submizsion of its report.

We undexstand that Senator Ruszsell, sponsor of the bill, has
reguested that a veport be expedited. Yor convendence there is
enclosed a dvaft Departmental veport. The report recommends the
engetment of o substitube bill to authorize the Secrotary to prepars
a comprehansive plan for a visitor infopmetion and intérprevive
genter in Savanoah.

(SGD) JACKSON E. PRICE

RETURN TO:

ce! -----..)L}R

Associate Solicitor, Parks and Recreat NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
B

FGC

SOL-DL Mr, Wolph

LOR-Mr. Sullivan T T TR
Regional Director, Southeast Region /,':f - " : DN
WSC~Mr. Peetz (3) = _ ‘
R-Mr, Stagner {ﬁ: “EP B
C~Mr., Swem A 5 Souer
SLR~-Mr, Harrison \\ S g wa e 7
NPS Copy T D

g
—
Vo
;l

JMLambe:dmw 8/3/66 | vcf/
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Mr. Freeman November 22, 1966

Mr. Swem

Savannah -Study

On November 21 the Director had a telephone call from Mr. Don Mendonsa,
City Manager of Savamnnah, pertaining to our study of the Historic Site
there. Mr. Mendonsa had been told that we had monies for a study of
the area, which was in conflict with our propesed position on Senator
Russell's bill that a study and financing were needed.

After talking to Max Edwayds, the Director called Mr. Mendonsa back
and teld him that in light of the Senator's interest in this project
we had reprogrammed our existing planning money to make the study of
the Savannah area this fiscal year. He told him that we would not be
able to get down in the area foxr further investigation until January
or Februayy 1967, and that just &s soon as we know when we are to be
there I was to call Mr. Mendonsa and let him know our plans. Ray or
Jay, I wish you would make a note to check inte this just as soon as
possible and then let me know so that I could call Mr. Mendonsa.

This means, of course, that if Senator Russell introduces 2 new bill

in the next Congress and we are asked Lo report on it prior to completion
of our study we will have to tell them that we will not be able to
furnish our comments until the study has been completed.

(SGD) THEQDOR R. SWEM

;fHarrison-SLR
. Bright
Mr./Norris

{
TRSwem :ram
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morton :bem‘écé December \§ 1966

14 EAST 40th STREET e SAVANNAH, GA.
Hon. Stuart Udall, Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D.C.

Hon. Max Edwaeds, Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Legislation,
National Park Service, Washington, D.C.

Gentlemens IN RE PROPOSED U.S. BATTLE PARK
AT SAVANNAH, GA. TO HONOR

FRENCH Admiral-General d'Estsing

Your files, in National Park Service, Philadelphia, and in the office

of the Hon. Harold R. Stagner, Assistant Director of the U.S.Department
of Interiory National Park Service, Washington, D.C. will show, that,

I, based on such knowledge as I possessed, informed your department,
that, based upon facts, as shown by d'Estaing's own battle map, the
proposed site of the battle park was not on the ground where the fighting
took place,

In Mr, Stagner's letter to me of May 27, 1966, he wrotes
&

"Legislation to establish the area as a unit in the National
Park System has been introduced in the Congress, but until
such legislation is enacted we will not know what the final
action will be.™

Is this the same legislation which, as a rider, was tacked on to a bill,
by Georgia Senators, to provide one million dollars for this park? So
that we will all know what we are talking about, please be good enough

to send me a copy of this legislation promptly, accompanied by a statement
as tg what "the final action will be! on the part of the National Park
Service.

On the subject”’to the proper ground over which the Battle of October 9,
1779 was fought; Battle Orders of Admiral-General d'Estaing, and of
General Lincoln, supported by the work of your own Engineers, based on
extant maps; must, of course, govern, DBut, common-sense and economics
must govern otherwisej or, else, by subterfuge, you are by-~passing
President Johnson'!s edict not to spend a penny, except where absolutely
necessary in this budgetary yearl

With a war on in Vietnamj and with the Country on the verge of bankruptcy,
I question'ls this the time to spend one million dollarson a Safannah
Park?’ Multiply this by the sum now being spent on parks, nationwidey

and quite a sum could be amassed, to feed the hungry, and cloathe the
naked of the world - to which end (while I do not approve) the Administra-
tion has dedicated itself. Is this a time to build parks while our

boys are being made cannon fodder of, in Vietnam - fighting a war for
which no Pandora Box fitting slogan has yet been coined, or released -
and, if we are to believe your own censored press releases, without
adequate arms, planes and munitions?
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To= Hon. Stuart iall
C . : : - .

Hon, Max Edwards

morton :beufdc/L 12/'§/66

14 EAST 40th STREET e SAVANNAH, GA.

Why certain ones, locally, seem hell-bent on doing honor to d'Estaing,
and further unearned honor to Brigadier General Casimir Pulaski, U.S.A.
is certainly hard for me to understand. ©Surely, they have not researched
as thoroughly as they might have) and, why the Department of the Interior
would encourage this line of thinking, without, also, making similar
research, is also the $6%,000 question., I hardly think you could justify
the expenditure of one sou of the taxpayers! dollar, unless you had done
so. Perhaps, you may have researched on your own (and not taken the

word of others); and, yet, based on my qun regearch, and on facts set

out in my boo THE PHARISAIC BRIGADIER GENERAL CASIMIR PULASKI, UsS.4o
and HIS T]ﬂES? which is now being read by publisher) neither a'Estaing,
or Pulaski, rate encomium, at the American taxpayer expense,

Briefly, and, to the point, Casimir Pulaskl did not come to the United
States of America, because he was burning with sympathy and love for

the American Cause. Pulaskl was forced upon the U,S. Government -
through American Commicsioner Benjamin Franklin - by the French Government
who had to rid itself of the presence on French soil ofa branded

Polish regicide. Pulaski's war record in the army of America was

not a brilliant one. He resigned more times than any other officer

in the American Army. He had oubtside interests to engage his attention,
while warring should have been his sols objective -= and, gentlemen,

the records of the United States Government (furnished me, by them)

show that he was unable to account for $136,000 advaneced by the U.S.
Government - and that this amount is still unaccounted for. There is

a monument erected in Savannah memorializing Pulaski, and it has been
here since 1854, AS A TAXPAYER, and an authority, historically, on
Casimir Pulaski, I PROTEST against one penny of taxpayer money being
spent on this individual -=~ who is not the national hero of Poland,

and whose name 1s scarcely ever hearfd theres If we must honor a ;
valiant son of Poland, QQE{ to garner Polish votes for the Administration
why not do something ritting to honor the REAL NATIONAL HERO of POLAND,
Koscinzko; who came to America at his own expense; and,whose record in
the War of the American Revolution was a brilliant one. Have your
historians check into this, please}

And, as for French Admiral-General d'Estaing, your historians might well
check into the American War of the Revolution non-accomplishment of

this gentleman - though he did have opportunity to aid the Ameriecan
cause, from early in 1778, until October 9, 1779. I especially would
like to draw your attention to d'Estaing's downright refusal to cooperate
with American General John Sullivan, U.S.A. in . an attack on Newport
Rhode Islendj; which, had it not been for the Treaty of Amity and Commerce,
between France and America, would have then and there caused a break in
Franco-imerican relations ~ and, although the matter was hush hushed and
oll poured upon the troubled waters; the wound still remained unhealed,
and d'Bstaing's latent feeling towards America was still there - even,
when, at Savannah,.others have written,that,the French displayed a

high and haughty attitude towards the Americans = even placing their

camp site off limits for the Americans.
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Now, if d'Estaing's Armada-Army came to Savannah, in fulfillment of

the Franco-American Treaty of Amity and Commerce, it reasons, that,
d'Estaing would have gone out of his way to confer with; gain the
opinion of; and the military cooperation of General Benjamin Lincoln, U.s.8:
before taking any action which might be harmful to the joln interests.
D!'Estaing did just the opposite. that. Moultrie's Mdpirs of the
War of the American Revolution) /and,Pulaski's own letter to d'Estaing
(in my possession) set forth, that, when Generals Lincoln and McIntosh
were at a point about 3 miles from Savannah, and awaiting d'Estaing's
"decision", d'Estaing failed to give that decisionj but, acting strictly
on his own, marched the French troops to within sight of the British
unfinished fortifications of Savannah, on September 16, 1779, and

under a flag of truce (and with no American troops to bolster his
surrender demands - unwise as they might have been) demanded the surrender
Of Savannah to HIS MOST CHRISTIAN MAJESTY LOUIS XVI of FRANCE!f§}

Do we want to do honor to a man - a foreigner - who, with deliberation
and with malice aforethought, did not include the words "and THE UNITED
STARES OF AMERICA"™ in his surrender termss I wonder if you have
kfiown of this previouslyj or, if you do not agree with me, now,; that,
had the British,Surrendered Savannah and Georgia golely to Imperial
France; we would then have had a hew enemy to contend with, in a

new Theatre of War extending South and West, to the Gulf of Mexico and
the Mississippi River? The records will bear out;that;although
this action,on d'Estaing's part, took place on Septeméer 16, the
Americans remained encamped some 3 miles from Savannah, until September
23,and then marched to Savannah, and joined up with the Frenchl

The October 9, 1779, plan of battle to Raise the Siege of Savannah, was
a d'Estaing onej a plan which even d'Estaing's Staff Offiecers did not
approve of; and one General Lincoln was forced to initial over his
better judgment; a plan which was to command the Allied troops to
march across unreconnoitered ground = gooey rice fields - which

sucked many in like quicksands)y or,made them sitting ducks for the
incessant blasts of grape shot frofn the British Redoubts in front of
them. Writing, after his return to France{ after the holocaust of
October 9, 1779} concerning his plan to storm Savannah, d'Estaing said:

"I acknowledge that when deciding to attack by storm, I
foresaw a lot of obstacles, but the great achievement
is being able to congquer, and I thought it fitting to
prove to the Americans by a brilliant action, as bloody
as 1t might be, that the King's troops were able to
dare anything for them"j

which was d'Estaing's sly way of saying, that, when he, personally, made
the decision to storm Savannah ~ over the protests of his own officers,
ahd of General Lincoln, he had been driven headlong to take the long
shot gamble -~ hoping, that, notwithstanding how bloody and futile
Victory then seemed to be; a 100 to 1 brilliant d'Estaing achievement
would wipe th e slate clean of his Armada's prior record in American

Waters (Vide D'Estaing's American Expedition, John J. Meng) and enable
him to return to France triumphant; having, in process ]
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wiped the slate clean of his peprsonal prior boo=boos, in the American
War of the Revolution,

Noone, no matter how callous, could object to memorializing War Dead -
especially of the War of the American Revolution; but, WHY SINGLE OUT
TWO FOREIGNERS (whose records do not warrant its when not ,one word
has been mentioned, thus far, of the sainted AMERICAN DEAD{ Officers
and Men) who, led iike sheep to the slaughter house, with d'Estaing
at thei? head, lost their lives in an assault which d'Estaing himself
believed had 1ittle chance of success§¥ I CAN SUPPIY YOU WITH A LIST
OF AMERICAN DEAD IN THIS BATTLE ~ if you do not already have it,

And, why spend American money to do honor to France, at a time when
French-American relations are strained; when France has entertained a
Red China Trade Mission in Paris, for eonsj; when France has strongly
advocated the entrance of Red China into the United Nations; and,
when France, even at this moment is engaging in talks with our enemy
Soviet Russia ~=- with President de Gaulle going all out to overturn
each and every aim of the United States of America, trade-wise in
Bugope, and war-wise, in Nato, and elsewhere. What has Peance done
to aid our warring in South Vietnam? Why not erect a monument to
General Charles de Gaulle, or General Mao, or ComradeskKremlin, with
taxpayer money?

I am writing you at length, because, I would not for the world { even
though I do not approve of the policies, in the main, of your Administra-
tion} have the United States Government become the laughing stock of the
world, after THE PHARISAIC BRIGADIER rolled from off the presses. I
love my Country too much for that; and I believe you do also. So,
gentlemen, while making this protest, I do so cooperatively, and stand
ready to help you further, if called upon to do so. Bubt, surprisingly,
thus far, though your representatives have been in Savannah, time and
time agailn, they have by=passed me =~ even Mr. Max Edwards, when here

only a few days ago, made no attempt to contact mej but did hobnob with
the DYESTAINGERSY Why?

In Mr., Edward's statement to the hewspapers, he said, that, eventually,

he would ask for suggestions as to how begt to memorialize the Battle

of Savannah. Please accept this as my suggestion, now. (a) A fitting
placque can be set up in what is presently known as Oglethorpe Plazaj

which was the rice fields, per se, and the battle field, also. (b)

Since the Southern Boundary of the City of Savannah, in 1779, was our
present Oglethorpe Avenue; the Western Boundary Jefferson Street; and the
eastern boundary Lincoln Street ~ with the Savannah River bounding the

town on the North, that should well become the "HISTORICAL AREA" Mr. Edward$
speaks about -~ but, regrettably, other than for placques of the past,
practically everything of Revolutlonary Period building, no longer exists.
(c) As d'Estaing®s own map of the battle shows, the entire wegstern perimiter
of Savannah was encireled with Redoubts of the British; I have pinpointed

one or more of these redoubts on the ve round ; of )
Savannah is now engaged in erecting a COLLISEUM COMPLEX. This 1dgs
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in the area bounded on the west by the present West Broad Street;

on the South by Liberty Street; and on the east by the present

(and 1779) Jefferson Street, and bounded on the north by the

1779 South Broad Street, now called Oglethrope Avenue, You Engineers
can pinpoint this for you on your owh maps. They will also tell you
that it was in the very middle of the battle area of 17795 and is |
in close proximity to the plleged site of the redoubt at which ifis saids
d!'Estaing received a wound in his army from which he reccovered,

Why not place that Information Center which Mr. BEdwards speaks about,
in close priximity to - or make it a part of the COLLISUEM COMPLEX of
bhe City of-Savannah? Why not rename, or name, the COLLISUEM COMPLEX,
“BATTLE OF SAVANNAH!/COLLISEUMY and why not make those murals and other
exhibits a part of the interior ddcor of this Colliseum —- with other
exkerior symbolic significance to designate what it is really symbolic
of{ The placque to all of the Americang{ including Generals Lincoln,
MeIntosh and others)/who participated in the d'Estaing Wslaughter" of
October 9, 1779, s hould be erected there w-- and, if the U.S.A..feels
that it is duty bound, by Congressional Legislation, to give Savannah

$1,000,000 for a historieal park, declare the area I have indicated
(which is now being acquired by Urban Renewal) as a historiecal area,

Cas a Historiecal Park) and let the $1,000,000 serve a useful purpose -

not be wasted, unauthentically, on doing honor to foreigners, instead
of to our own Americans§

To make certain that you will receive this letter, and give it the
attention it deserves, and will answer me promptly; and, sojthat)
there will ever be a record that Messrs. Udall and Edwards, as the
proper executives of the Johnson Administration, have received tha:
letter « I am requesting my good friend and outstanding American,

the Hon. Everett Dierksen to forward this letter to you. After you
gentlemen have considered all I have had to say, I will appreciate your
writing me fully in the premises, with a copy to Senator Dierksen -
who, like myself, has, even in the last few days, gone on record as
favoring President Johnson's recent pronouncements slashing appropriations
for every unneeded expenditurel

Knowing, also, that the U.S. News and World Report, and, my good friend
the Hon. David Lawrence, also stands for less wasteful spending on the
part of the Administration; and, whose bent is historical, like my own,
I am sending him a copy of this letter, for such use as he may wish to
make of the same, Nothing herein written is confidential; so I
trust all concerned will govern themselves accordingly.

With every good wish, and hoping you will agree in toto with my views,
and will have the courage to so announce in the public prints, instead
of beating around the bush, as you are now doing, I am,

//
of i,
i

Yours for honoring Zme
(i,e. Americans ﬁ/

copy to Hon. Everett Dierken
Hon. David Lawrence
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

SOL.~-DL

Mrs., Adrienne G, Roberts
9 Bluff Drive.
Savannah, Georgla 31404

Deay Mrs., Roberts:

Secretary Udall has asked me to thank you for your letter
concerning the study for the Savannah Revolutionary Battle
Hite to be conducted by the National Park Service.

It was a pleasure speaking to you on my last vislt to

" Savannah. Also I regret that I caught you at a frantic moment,
I am sure that the dinner in honor of the Mayor of d'Estaing
was a great success, I regret that I was unable to stay over.

As you know, the Park Service study is expected to begin
early next year and we feel confident that the results of this
study will enable us to adopt a course of action which will best
commemorate the historic Battle of Savannah and give proper
consideration to what should have been done toward the
preservation of the railroad station brickworks.

A

vl

Sincerely yours,

\\-J a M"-.‘s “'JW W Gt TR
. Max N, Edwards
Assgistant to the Secretary
and Legislative Counsel
“ cc:
\\) Senator Richard B. Russell
N ( National Park Service
h Mr, Edwards
N
J MNEdwards;maw 12/13/66

5-14940
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United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service
Washington, D.C.

Attention Mr. Harold R, Stegnor, Assistant Director.
Sirs-
I am in receipt of your letter of December 14, 1966 reading
as followss=

"Secretary of the Interior Udall has asked us to

reply to your recent letter regarding the proposed

~Savannah Revolutionary Battle Site National Monument
in Savannah, Georgia. B ’

The legislation you mentioned H.R. 11490 and S.2565
failed to pass the 89th Congress, and, conseqaently
is no longer pending." '

What does this mean? Do you mean to say, that,the National Park
Service, with no money appofpriated for this park, has deleted
it from its forward agenda? Is there any other iegislation
now pending, or prepared fprintroduction at the next session

of the Congress, to appropriate $1,000,000, or any part of
it,for this park? Please be good enougﬂ to advise me
promptly} more especially so, since it 1s reported, that, the
chief proponent of the Park made the statement only last week,
that your department would build the parks . , &

In addition to replying to mva-,L angggiment by you
a

] Savannah
Jou owe
04 t other,

Morning News, will servq to clarify“the situation,
it to the taxpayers to declare yourselw

Youds/

¢e Editor Savannah Morning News,
Hon Everett Dierksen

Hon. David Lawrence
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY . .
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

Hon., Richard B. Russell
United States Senate
Washington, D, C,

Dear Senator Russell:

Enclosed is a copy of our reply to Mrs. Adrienne G. Roberts
of Savannah, Georgia, in response to her recent letter addressed
to Secretary Udall relative to t&g Savannah Revolutionary Battle

Site, R SN
r &
The copy of Mrs., Robert's letter which she sent to you is
R returned herewith per your request.
Sincerely yours, ;
; A g ;
2 mﬁ” PR A /. B s E
N b E S i e e
Max N. Edwards
Agsistant to the Secretary
and Legislative Counsel
Enclosures
ccC:
o Congressional Liaison
) e t—~National Park Service
=9 Mr., Edwards

S-15001
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Mr. Morton Deutsch
14 East LOth Street
savannah, Georgia 31401

Dear Mr. Deutsch:

This i8 in reply to your recent letter addressed to Assistant
Director Stagner asking for information about the status of
legislation proposing esteblishment of a Savannah Bevolutionary
ggttle Site National Monument,

The bills you were interested in were introduced during the lst
Session of the 89th Congress which adjourned Qectober 22, 1966,
Since neither House acted on the bills, they did not become law.

Notwithstanding this fact, the National Park Service does have
general legal authority to study and make recommendations on
historic sites. The National Park Service plans to wake a careful
study of the possible alternatives for historical presgervation

in the Bavannah ares during the coming year. Then, if legislatiog
is introduced we will be in a position to make recommendations

on it baged on the results of our study.

Sincerely yours,

(S6D) THEODOR R. SWEM

Rssistant Director

ecs

Re onal Director, SE
f, ORP~-WSC

CAM*"

TFNorris:jbm 1/16/67
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Owen Page, Esq.
Attorney at Law
Savannah, Georgia

Dear Owen: .

I deeply regret your irritation and, indeed, your disgust with
my inability to keep you fully informed about the status of the
Wﬂ% The buck stops here, but your concern
8 with information for which I am dependent upon the National
Park Service, and their cause for delay seems to me to be
reasonable., I had asked for a detailed response to your letter of

May 10 and now apologize for this delay in furnishing you anything
pertinent to the planning team's study,

The Park Service has determined that Savannah's historic district
does warrant speclal priority recognitlon in the preservation and
interpretation of this outatanding area. However, there is major
concern over the yet undetermined location of the coliseum, its
parking facilities, and access areas,

We believe that construction of the coliseum within the historic
district would be ingompatible with the preservation concept of this
great area. Without being managerial in Savannah's local problems,
we would suggest sericus consideration to placing the coliseum
within the area designated Project J,

When the coliseum lecation has been resclved by local decision, the
National Park Service is prepared to complete theiy battlefield come~
memoration study and present suggested plans for the Project J area,
and if the coliseum is to be located there, present design proposals
for a memorial plaza to be constructed as an integral part of the
coliseum project,
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Owen, last, but certainly not least, I do waunt to send my very
best wishes and congratulations to you in your recent marviage.
I hope that not too many months pass befove I will have an
opportunity to meet her in person., My best to both of you,

Yours very truly,
Max N. Edwards
i Agsistant to the Secretary
and Legislative Counsel
ccC:
e National Park Servieg

Ted Swem

Mr, Edwards

MNEdwards:maw 6/ 13/67
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ATTORNEY AT LAW
305-307 REALTY BUILDING
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31401

TELEPHONE ADAMS 4-6636

June 16, 1967

chlula ive Council

Dear Max:

Really, I used the cloak of irritation as a vehicle. It
was to get some needed information. I apologize for my chicanery.
When I hadnft heard from you, and knowing of the impending
Jecision on the coliseum site, I felt that any design was
justified. Thus, my apparently, churlish mood.

Last Friday the mayor and aldermen made their final decision
on the location of the auditorium and convention complex. It
is to be located adjacent to Orleans Square, where the present
auditorium is located. However, the plans of the form
d ald n have béen jettisoned, and new plans are be
cher or not they will be more comuabib"e
ct concept, I cannot say. If you wis
will ask the mayor to furnish you Wluh the nrew
are completed,

So much delay and co

arfusion have the construction
of the convention ~auditorium complex that I zm reluctant to
divulge the contents of your letter. I am afraid that it weculd
precipitate further delay.

. As a member of the Board o©f Directors of the Savannah
Chamber of Commerce, I supported the location of the complex \
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. Mr. Max Edwar
T wune 16, 1967
Page 2
in the Orleans Square area. This is the Chamber's
It was determined after an exhaustive study of all
particular emphasis on the impact that it would ha
izing the section of the city (downtown) adjacent
The die has been cast for Orleans Square. Wi
accompli, where does this put the Battle Site Pxoj
be Lost, delayed or what? With the local and stat
generating for it, I do hope that you can prevail
Service to go'ahead. I must confess that this is
events that I didn't anticipate.
Do, excuse the histrionics of my last letter.

ri
jo}

I guess it was rather a beastly show.

Most sincerely,

/ PN

OWEN H. PAGE

HP/bc

Upon reflectic

o

i
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That Service estlontes that this will b complebsd by early fall.,

You can be sssured that we will contact you &5 soon as the veport
is completed. |

Bincevely yours,

Asm'mt o m Buerebary
snd Jegislative Coumsel

Reégional Director, Southeast

Supt., Ft. Pulaski /K f//{

WSC, ORP

CAM Reading File
‘CAM, Mr. Jacobsen
DAL, Mr. Melvin
NP8 copy

RRJacobsen:ds :6-23<67
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Hon, James D, Hall, Jr, copy to Hon. Lester Meddox, Governor
Dept of Industry & Trade ;
Atlanta, Ga. Hon. Horace Caldwell, Department
of
Parks.

Doaxr Mr., Hallse

It was nice that you tock the time to write e,
I have read your letter with interest. I know you have a Job to dog
and, that, the alm seemingly is to bernafif Savannah, Bubt since, it is
taxpayer money that you aim to spend, fiscal respcnsibilité ghouid govern
all of yours and Mr. Caldwell's,activities., On the one hand, the Hom,
Governor 18 4n record as defini{ely against taking more Federal handouts
(which, after all, 1s your money and my money, and the money of every
taxpayer of Georgia); and, on the other hand, you gentlemen( relying on
what has been dreamed up locally) seem all too willing to lend strength
to a phantasy, which has traveled the full gemut of politicsy all the
way from Senator Russelld an: Hagan, the Despartment of Parks, and the
Department of the Interlor, right on down to the local level. I rather
expected it would get there soon after the Hon., Lesgber Maddox vas ife
stalled in office = as a sort of a "payoff" .= for, the proponent was
voclferous in making it known, in the highways and WeyS, hereabout,
that, "Lester" was golng Lo place her in a $25,000 place in Govermnents
and, that, come hell and high water, "lester was going to give her her
d'Egtaing Park, with a monument and a fountain) and goodness knows whatnobes
all of which was coniirmed, when the Hon. Horasce Caldwell let the cat
out of the bag the other day, as quoted in the newspaper, that, because
of the Governor's friendship for lrs. Roberts, he felt certaln the Governor
weuld ses that lrs. Roberts got her parkl The Architect who drew the plan

is now an 'Admiral' in the GovéTnor's 'Nay#?

Things have come t¢ a pretly past In CGeorgla, when
"friendsolp" governs the Governor and his actlons « now havan'% they
gentlemen, Lur dear Governor{ who must tell you how I have supported
him) didné talk that waey when he was stumping the State - ald he now?
And, what wonld his critics say, 1f, this, added to the other, wasg let
loose on the airways,and in the news media?

bon't misunderstand me, gentlemen, [ am for anything
that will be for Savannah®s goof - in this case, provided (a) 1t was historie
cally correct; and in the (b) provided, it was not intended to fatten the
coffers of the railroad, and others who hope to unloafl property which ccat
them little or nothing, at today's market prices. Ny the way, dossn't Mrs,
Roberts, et 2l own property in the area which we are talking about?

There ies nothing vindlcative in my make up = but
"Cooperation” doesn't live on a One Way Street.” i class myself tops
among historians on this specific facet of Savannah Hlstor y3 and I have
tried te cooperatej but)lrs. Roberts et al, consider themselves and their
opinions, sacrrsant =~es S0, Binece the "mountain" would ne'er come to
HMohammed, I was left with no other alternative but to
exercise my comstvivuvional rights before the Senate Gommittawi-who{‘if ‘nd
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when, the Federal Department of the Interior, has made its recone
mendation) will have to do with the appropriation of money. As I
have told Secretary Udally thls is no time to spend Taxpayer Money
for Parks. We are at war, internally in Arerica, and externally,
in Vietnam, and all over the world. We are now threatened with-
more Federal taxesj and pore local, County and State taxes -- and,
you gentlemen talk parks... This is the time to talk "common sense®
protection, s6 that i1t will be safe for the taxpayer to walk on

the street3£bgather in public places, and enjoy Freedom of Assemblyd
When the Ballbon Bursts, there will be hell to play = and you know
1t! Aind, all the while, dear Lyndon tells us we've never had it better!

I think you gentlemen had better soft pedal "Tourish". We've been

hlue enough in this Bible-belt State for acons = and, the Hon.
Governor {(true tc his camPaign promises) sounded the death knell

to Tourism in recent days. Anyone going off fobr a week end,

or a holiday (no matter how churchified they are) don't want any
estrictionss and, you should know it, that, on mall percentage

of the traveiers are historie minded. And, with everyeme CIty @long

the roube stressing the same "historie" business, what reason can

a "Blue" State present to induce tourgists? Is it contemplated to erect
Chapels in all of the Ga. State Parks? :

I didn't have this in mind, when I started writing this letters

but I have a plan, a unique one, w hich could put thig SaVannaﬁ
section of the country over in a big way. I have tried to get

1% alred publically for yearsj; but, because I didnt belong to

the blue stocking crowdy my idea has dled on the vine. I am
certain, if you gentlemen, and the Director of the Department

of Industry and Trade,w@4® falr and open-minded; they would welcome

my suggestion, and bend every effort to put the same across. I
place myself at the disposal of the Hon. Governor of Georgla, in

this respeety and shall awalt your further news with interest.

Yours) ve
Wi

carbon copy to

Henry W. Jackson, Esq Hon, Stuart Udall
Chairman, Senate Committee on Interlor & Secretary of the Interior
Internal Affairs Washington, D.C,

Washington, DeCe
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Hon. Stuart Udall Hon. Henry W. Jackson
Secretary of the Interior Chairman, Senate Commltte

Washington, D.C. on Interior and Internal ﬁiﬁiigﬁffar

Dear Friends: PROPOSELBATTIE PARK TO
HONOR
FRENCH ADMIRAL GENERAL
COUNT D!ESTAING

The attached is intended to bring you gentlemen up to date,

on what is encompassed in Savannah-State of Georgia concerning

# this proposed Park -- which has been the subject of many letters
sent you heretofore; by me, on this subject.
Tomorrow (if the controlled newspaper will publish it) I hope
to send you my "Letter to the Editor"; wherein I set down over
my own signature, bona fide, well authenticated reasons, why
not one cent of taxpayer money should be spent to further

this D*Estaing Battle Park = or,to pour oil on the world-troubled-waters

nired up by Monsieur de Gaullel!!}

With assurances of my high esteem, 1 am,

P.S. The irony of the affabhr is that Mrs. Adrienne Roberts,
(yho, for reasons not clear to the thinking public, seeks to

memorialized a disgraced French commandef} is a Daughter of the
American Revolution, whose honorary lens should ever be spotted

upon our Valiant Americans. Has Feance erected any Parks to
any Revolutionary War Generals (Americans) that you know of?
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Memorandum

To: Chief, Office of Resource Planning, WS

From: Chief, Divislon of New Area Studies and Master Planning

Subject: Savannah Revolutionary Battlesite study

gE———

The meeting on August 11, which was attended by Messrs. Baker, Harvison,
Freeman, Bright, Connally, Utley, Rosemberg, Brooks, Lee and Jacobsen,
concluded with the development of the following concepts for the
guidance of the Savannah master plan team in presentation of their
alternatives vepoxt.

1. The establishment of a Savannah National Historic Bite (in non-
Tederal ownership) to embrace a portion of the historic district,

which has been designated as a Natlonal listorie Landmark, and to
include a detached area upon which the Central of Georgia Railroad
shops stand, and where the Spring Hill Redoubt is believed to have
been. This alternative would propose the location of a future coliseum
with its related parking facilities in the Project J area; the develop-
ment of zoning restrietions by the eity to safeguard the historic
structures and the character of the historie distyict; and the inter-
pretation of the historical values in Savannah, from the Colonial era
to the Civil War perlod, by the National Park Service.

2. The establishment of a city or state park om the balance of the
Project J land and upon the adjacent 12 acres, which are now owned by
the Central of Georgia Railroad, to commemorate the Battle of Savannah,

It was agreed that these proposals would be presented to Max Edwards

before disclosure to Senator Russell.

Sed) R, E. Digy

LREaen

Rusgell B, Dickenson

ional Director, SE
%PC

%eading File /
, Mr. “Jacobsen '

'D'D‘T,‘:nn‘hsenﬁ Ir 8/22/67

Lt
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UNITED STATES RELEINEL
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ¢ 3 72K if i)
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE BETSRURORTRS
WASHINGTON PLANNING AND SERVICE CENTE

1730 NORTH LYNN STREET F“S{,P ’ 3 85 Pﬁ q’ﬁ—?

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22209

IN REPLY REFER TO:

<8 -WSC (RP) September 1, 1967

Memorandum
Tos Chief, New Area Studies and Master Planning

From: Chiéf, Office of Resource Planning, WSC.

Subject: Report, "A Study of Historic Savannah, Georgia'

Enclosed in duplicate is the subject report. We believe the report
reflects the consensus of the pre-master plan review meeting of

August 11, which was attended by Messrs. Baker, Freeman, Harrison,
Connally, Utley, Rosenberg, Bright, Jacobsen, Ley, and Brooks. Messrs.
Utley, Bright, and Jacobsen reviewed the rough draft of the enclosed
report.

Two plans are offered: One is primarily of local or State interest,

while the other is broader in scope and provides for National Park
Service participation in an interpretive program of Savannah.

C;4;*41§/27*) 1rv7?/~*’

Edward S. Peetz
Enclosure
ces

Regional Director, Southeast, w/enc
Superintendent, Fort Pulaski, w/enc



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-

Yo by

.
L

FVED ]
L DK SEHAIE
o e FTE

UNITED STATES sﬂ
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

C

i
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE SEP \5 9 43 m{ *5'{'/ ; \ﬁ’
SOUTHEAST REGION, P. 0. BOX 10008 : »

L/ P
. )

IN REPLY REFER TO:{ FEDERAL BUILDING, RICHMOND, VA. 23240
L5
BE8-WSC(RP) SEP 14 167
SER(PA)
Memorandum
To: o Director

Attention: Assistant Director, Cooperative Activities

Froﬁ: Regional Director, Southeast Region
Subject: Report, "A Study of Historic Savannah, Georgia''
&= We have reviewed the above report on the proposed Savannah

Battlefield Site, We believe this to be an excellent solution
IR i S

to the problem; otherwise we have no further comments.

.- £/A~c><;_=
ackson E., Price
ces

Chief, Office of Resource Planning, WSC
Supt., Fort Pulaski
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON PLANNING AND SERVICE CENTER
1730 NORTH LYNN STREET
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22209

IN REPLY REFER TO:

L58-WSC(RP) September 22, 1967

Memorandum

To: Assistant Director, Cooperative Activities =2
Through: Chief, Office of Resourcg;Blaaninéf/énd

Chief, New Area Studies and Master Planning
From: Team Captain, Chester L. Brooks

Subject: Results of field trip to Savannah, September 19-21.
Members of the field party included Joe Jensen, Bill Ingersoll
(WASO Interp.), Gene DeSilets and Don Benson (PSC), Ralston
Lattimore, (Superintendent, Fort Pulaski), and me.

¢ Our assignment was to take a good hard look at Savannah National
Historic Site study proposals and make further recommendations or
suggestions, especially with reference to National Park Service
provision of interpretive assistance.

The team endorsed the basic provisions of the master plan for a
Savannah National Historic Site. We agreed that an interpretive
center was necessary. Although we all felt it would have been
good to retain the engine shed and a few related mid-1850s Central

- of Georgia Railway structures to tell this significant chapter of
Savannah history, we concluded that the costs for rehabilitating
and maintaining these structures would be too high to warrant their
preservation by the National Park Service. Evidently the Historic
Savannah Foundation has arrived at a similar conclusion as it does
not even include these structures in its third or lowest priority
(notable) for preservation. The team's considerations on possible
use of the railroad buildings will be included in a later and
fuller team report on Historic Savannah. After examining all exist-
ing potential visitor reception facilities, the team concluded it
would be better to construct a new structure than to try to adapt
an existing one.

The team will probably recommend:
1) Federal acquisition of 33 acres in Project '"J"

and hope for donation of 15 acres of the Central
of Georgia Railway ;
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2)

3)

4)

d)

Reconstruction of a ''symbolic portion' of the Spring Hill
redoubt if its location can be fairly accurately determined.
A search of the historic records and an archeological dig
might reveal the location with a fair degree of accuracy.
(Superficial evidence indicates the site is now about 10
feet below grade);

Possible refinement of the boundary if needed to include
sufficient space for reconstructed portion of Spring Hill
redoubt and its proper setting;

Further study to resolve, if possible, the problem of access

. from Interstate 16 to the proposed reception facilities; and

In treating the Savannah story from the proposed reception
center, Fort Pulaski should be included as a part of the
total Savannah story.

Follow-up action needed includes the preparation of exhibit material
for the October 9 presentation in Savannah and, if Departmental and
Congressional interest warrant it, the a551gnment of an urban design
team to further refine the plan w1th.spec1a1 attention given to
costs and other required support data.

CC:

T Bl

Chester L. Brooks

Deputy Assoc. Director for Urban Affairs
Chief, Off. Res. Plng.
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vannah was outliwsof the plan would be_te '
night by Jatksen Price, an of-  Télute- Sayanas 5 historical

y BARBARA DLUGOZIMA
Staff Writer

oposal for turning 48

land into a historic

park com®

seige of Sa-

ficial of the National
Service.

The proposal would take in
all 33 acres of urBan renewal
Project J., which is bounded
by Louisville Road, West
Broad Street, Interstate 16
and West Boundary Street,
plus 15 acres of land north of
Project J, which are owned
by the Central of Georgia
Railroad.

1t is hoped by the Parks
Service that the city or state
would buy and donate the 15
acres of railroad property to

Par

- the Service, which would ac-

tually maintain and adminis-
ter the entire 48 acres.

The main approach to the‘
park area would be West |

roject ;
Park Plan
Is Outlmed

known, and

evidence ght i
further n y -

project, I
plans will be shifted, he sald
Price said that *he purpo
cor-

andmarks.”

He said that the 48 acres
put into the ownership of the
federal government, plus the
downtown area recently de-
clared a Registered National
Historic District by the Parks
Department would make up
a proposed “Savannah Nation-
al Historic Site.” This would
“tie (the city’s historic dis-
rict landmarks) together in
one story for the visitor te see
and enjoy,” he said.

Price,

See Park, Page 5B

... Park

together with Jo-

Squabble

PRICE OUTLINES HISTORIC PARK PROPOSALS
National Park Ofﬁclal Impressed With City

’Twas Nae a Bra Brwht Nicht

“I was just so happy that
I just about kissed her when
we got her out ... but she
was kinda’ muddy, from
head to foot.”

Mrs. Clyde Daniels was
trymg to sum up her fami-
ly’s feelings after they final-
ly freed Blackie, her daugh-
ter’s horse; from stomach-
deep mud in which she had
been stuck since 3 p.m. Sun-
day. '

Although the family called
11 different rescue outfits, no
one could offer assistance on
a Sunday

So tthe famlly did the next
loglcal thing. They all spent
the night with Blackie beside
a ditch about one-half mile
west of Pooler off U.S. 80.

The family worked unsuc-
cessfully until about 5 a.m.

MMy Mare Is F amzly Joy

Monday trying to pull Black-
ie out with ropes.

Finally, when almost all
hope was gone, help came.
Forest Rangers showed up.
They called Beatty Tractor
Co., which volunteered to do-
nate a tractor and heavy
machinery equipment to re-
trieve the horse.

At last report, Blackie was
resting comfortably at home,
wrapped in warm blankets,

H08p1tal
Rel;cntlon

A joint city-county commit-
tee reported Monday that it
will start a “Sell Savannah”
campaign to retain the U.S.
Public Health Service Hospi-
tal here.

The committee will seek the
N preparation of a brochure

showing possible sites for re-
_ locating the present USPHS

Staff Photo by Wyman Ayer

Pohce Crack Down

Six Face Dri
IsBacked Under Age Charges

City vice squad detectives
in a stepped-up campalgn
against drmkmg by minors
have charged six youths with
possession of alcoholic bever-
ages.

Three Ff. Stewart soldiers
were arrested early Sunday in
the King’s X Lounge at 301
W Bay St it was learned

e L L (S VORSP

312 E. Liberty St. was
charged with violating the
city ordinance prohibiting pos-
session or drinking of alcohol-
ic beverages by minors. She
was also accused of working
with a permit that was not
valid,

Julian Shnmsan. owner of

 8B—Savannah Morning News, Tuesday, Oct, 10, 1967 P

Beat |

~ How do you like your street light lumens—mercury va-
por a la Broughton Street, or great-time-of-day amber such
‘as those now hanging over the east end of Bay Street?

Seven of the new “Lucalox” lamps developed by General
Electric have been placed on Bay near East Broad in what
amounts to a trial run on the public’s taste in lighting,

Actually, the newer street lights put out about 41,000 Iu-
mens, twice as many as the standard mercury vapor lights
on Broughton, but the brighter lights on trial consume no
more: electricity, meaning more light at no more cost:

A spokesman for Savannah Electric and Power Co. said

the “Lucalox” lamp is the latest thing out and the utility

company will propose its use for all future street-lighting if
the public accepts it and City Hall goes along with the
switch,

., W%

HELP WANTED: Sen, Herman Talmadge noted in a
speech here the other night that Archbishop Iakovos, the
high-ranking Greek Orthodox prelate and guest of honor at
the Hellenic Center hanquet, was a Boston Red Sox fan.

The senator wished the archblshop s team success in the
World Series (they got a piece of it yesterday) and added,
“We might also ask the archbishop to pray a little for the
Atlanta Braves,” who finished a meek 7th in the National
Leagne this year.

* % #

I’I“S CRICKET: Thought Savannah had a cricket team

Boundary Street, Price said. i P
He added that the Parks | Continued from Page 8B
Service would hope that fed- ‘seph P. Cullen, projects di
eral, state and city agencies }ector for the Southeaste
would improve this street, | region, presented the plan pt
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- the Talmadge Bridge to the memorating the Seige of Sa-
park. vannah and given by T
“It could be developed as a | Revolutionary Battle Par
boulevard-type approach, with | Inc.

the two architecturally signifi- 1| Sen. Richard Russell and
cant overpasses (Central of | Rep. G. Elliott Hagan, who
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(Savannah, Qciober 9, 1779)

Uetober, 30th. 1967

Dear Senator Russell:

As a follow up thought you'd like to see this nice letter

4o me from Mr. Cullum. You can see he has given us permission
to carxxy on)and we are,in some quarters.

He tells us that our plan will be presented to the Secretary
of Interiors Advisory Board. You will remember that Alex Lawrence
offered to appear before them last time for us and was prepared
to go,when he was told he was not needed. He is again willing

. and ready if you think his services are needed.

& © 1 just don't know what we would have done without Alex,
Owen Page, Walter Hartridge and the continued support of Robert
Groves., How can we all ever thank you?

So glad you are better.

Sincerely,

Gt (I
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herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report
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Hon, Richerd B. Russell
United States Senabe
Hwh:’mgtm, De Co

Desr Senator Russells

We are pleased to aclmowledge your inquiry in behalf of Mes, W. M.
Roberts concerning the proposed Savianah Rebional Historic Site,
Georgis.

We appreciste your inberest in this mebter and will provide you &
reply &t our earliest opportunity.

Bincerely yours,

Ly
é:imcw

BEX
TGWood:jd 11/8/67
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Hon. Stuart Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Udsll:-

So that your file on the agitated Historic
Park in Savannah to do honor to French Admiral General d'Estaing
may be complete; and, in all fairness to you, Sir, I am enclosing
letter which I addressed to the Hon. Henpy Jackson (and the individusl
menmbers of the Senate Interior and Insular Committee) on October

12, 1967.

-The following facts should now be crystal clear
to yous

(a) With no bill introduced or pending in Congress at this time,

(b) and with the Department of Parks having spent the $25,000
alloted to them, under Senator Russellts bill, to make a
"study" of the situation,

(c) and without even having, up until now, authenticated the site
of Spring Hill Redoubt, and/or the swamp (rice fields) in which
the allied command bogged down while en route to the defenses
of Savannah (h.e., the "battlefield", if you would call it such)

(d) Park Representatives, with halos around their head, and in a
blaze of glory, ofated at length on how they would now spend
¢ $1,850,000, for land alone, to satisfy the vhims of a select
few, at the expense of the overall many -- and, at a time,
when the Federal Deficit has never heen 1arger§ As a sound business

man, this should cause you,and your Department heads, to sit up
and take noticel ' )

It has just been announced &n the newspaper that the Hon. Joseph P,
Cullen, Public Relations Officer of the Park Service, for the South
Eastern Region of the U.S.A., will present to the Interipr Board on

Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and Monuments, "the recently unveiled
plans for a proposed 48 acre Historic Park, ete" during the month of
November. Since this report, et al, was prepared with tax payer money,
and;since my interest 1s as sincere as your own; may I respectfully re-
gquest that a xeroc of the Park Servicel!s report be mailed to me as soon
s possible. Should there be any charge for the ?3?00, ?,shal

to send you my check. : g
J 1y c;;ﬁﬁ@éy, /

Lo dos fealicr
sopy to the Hon., Henry W. Jackson, }?ﬂ

Chairman, Senate Committee
on Interior and Insular Affairs.
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Hon, Richard B. Russell
United Btates Senate
Washingbon, Ds Cu

Dear Senabor Russell:

Thank you for yowr vecent letter in behalf of Mes. W. M. Roberts
concerning the proposed Savannah Netional Historic Site, Georgla.
w v '

ey

Secretary of the Interior's Advisory Board on Hational Parks,
Historic Bites, Bulldings, and Noouments met in Washington, D. C.,
on November 6-9 and congidered the proposal to esbablish the
Savannah National Historie Site. The Board's recommendations have

¢ been pubmitted to the Secretary for his approval. We will notify
you when he has had an opportunibty to consider the Board's
recomuendations.

We wish to thank you and Mrs. Roberts for your continwing interest
in this proposed site.

Bincerely yours,

(SGD) THEODOR R. SWEM
Resistant  Divector

iy : 3 4
R WZ’MMW G Tl o
Jug o
bt
Regional Director, Southeast )

C, Mrs. Reiner ; 81l w/ec of ine.
DAL, Mr, Melvin

THMMEBE JHustedsTGWood:jad 11/15/67 y
{ S

\/(“,;.,
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L58~CAM
NOY 3 o 1967

HMr. Mortoun Deutsch
14 East 40th Street
Savannah, Georgia, 31401

L

Bear Mr. Deutsch:

Seeretary- of the Interior Udall has asked us to reply to your recent
letter concerning the proposed Savannah National Historie Site.
Final nmodifications of a report on this proposal are underway prior
to printing. VWhen available, we will be wmost pleased to send you

a copy.

We think that the record should be set straight with regards to
your allegation that the National Park Service has spent $2%,000
aliotted to us for this study. We sssuwe that you ave veferving to
5. 2565 of the 89th Congress which was to "provide for the estab-
lishment of the Savannah Revolutlonary Bsattlesite Natiomal Monmment .
The ! Depattmant of the Interior reported on this bill, sugpesting a
substitute which would authorize the Secretary to prepare & compre-
hensive plen for a vigitor information and interpretation center in
Savannah. We estimated the cost for such a study would be 525,000,
However, 5. 2565 was not acted upon by the Congress and no additional
funds were wade available for this study. Accordingly, the currest
Savaunah study ig being absorbed as a part of the Service's regular
new area study program but will wnot go into the depth envisioned by
our rveport to the Congrees on 5. 2563.

Sincerely yours,
(5gd.) Bazzoald B Fsoewsn

Acting Assistant Director

- Ce¥

Regional Director, Southeast
WSC-RP '

CAM

CAM Reading File

JWBright:1r 11/28/67
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tary®s Reading File (2)
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oA Reading File

DAE; Mr. Melvin

085

JHHusted :bbl:11-16-6T

ﬁ_ﬂ,légional Director, Southeast

]

Do

. Te J
b - o L o
LE8~cam
%aéa%
Pear Semator Russell: BEp g - 1 /Bmm u[z,a

wamgmmimmmmwmwmm«ammm JI o

Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and Momwents, at ite STth Mng (

held in wwhmn, 13& f.‘«., on mmw 69, W&ad a wwmm ZW//
Eh vv__;_v.:: i 138 4 R i

Site in wm

wittss (1) & purtion of Ge mmmm %o be in il
ownership and (2) a modified aves &f the Savannsh Historie Distriet w t‘
36 semain 1n Aenetarn) ewessiiz:

An sdvence copy of the Department's news velease announcing the -
actions of the Advisory Board vhich relate to proposed additions to
the Fational Park fystem is enclosed, '.l*k&a containg brief descriptions
of eath ares endorsed by the Board,

The Watlonal Park Service plans to prepure a limited mumber of coples
of a tonceptual plan for the proposed Savemnsh National Historic Bite
for distribution to those mmmmmwt:\m which may be
involved 4in this project. This document would serve as the basis for
discussion and for further cooperstive gtudies which would be reguived
to determine precisely what part each agency or organization would
contribute to the total plan.

We shall be glad to have representatives of the National Park Service
meet with you at your convenience, if you so desire, to discuss this

proposal.
Bingcerely yoursy

(sgd) Stewart

, fSecretary of the Interior
,né. Richard B, Russell

ted States Senate o ,
“hiﬂtbam DeC ';;,4""'(" e (u{\l " % /’ /t/://{
e | NATIONAL PARK SERVICH | it (
st T LAV
%‘entical letters sent to: el ( U
on. Herman B, Talmadge Hon. G. Elliott Hagan \ ( ¥
W T House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. Washington, D.C, / i
7ul



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-

RICHARD B.“RUSSELL

Y CHARLES E. CAMPBELL
GEORGIA b

LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT
.

Alnifed Diafes Henafle

WASHINGTON, D.C.

May 6, 1968

Mr. Frank Melvin
Congressional Relations
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Melvin:

Enclosed herewith is a copy of the article
in the SAVANNAH EVENING PRESS of April 30 which
we talked about on the telephone today.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Chadse €. Compte¥



o

SAVANNAH EVENING PRESS - Zpril 3C,

B L eSS

@ ‘2“ @:T«ﬂ h\‘mg

- i\
g:\ i

*%w &N

A prochure being printed fo describe the proposed
‘Revelutionary Baitle Park here is “‘on the back burner,”

jand tue whole project appears to he “dormant,” ac

Service.
va for the

o an ofnr-zal of the Natmn,? Park
"')smn P. 5

ars  the h aohire
will g e printed o

until June

s oAt pm'.,sn 1y
Cullen

o !
af warg, &

Nas “lranke
¢ seid : R
wa develop-

raject 7 our-
area west of
Stregt and the

adizce Ceniea! of Geor- —

da Ralivar yax‘ds as a park ) K

2 g the 17 9 Siege ; ; v
& egard to the awnpasea &

sonville comraemorative |
. but has no e anytaing o

regard (o the propesed Savan-
| nah pari:

in the brochure is
y the {act that the

0
in re
park :
nouncsd G
was funded by
abiainca iy Sea.
Congress. Cialer
Sar as he knew

A(‘pr;u:'
e .‘.h'd.f for the
: bhesn an-

commities and ibe st
‘paid for out of MNPV ¢
funds.

main do
passed ny ¢

g T

R

e

R

D

BEST COPY
AVAILABLE

1 there is local snius-

asm for the park ana Yo
rezlly want io ge:
done, I say. thei
snould

anything
SOENRTE
sze about notting soma
i buv the sire, and

v, Russell could
.La\,md for corament, bu.
in hiz olffice said -
i the senator “has nal
eel in the (Batde
Fari) project” although he has
v direct actiern .o

ir s A Y
“for soveral

BEST COPY
AVAILABLE

Brochure

Delay Seen
Russell or Hernan Talinadge,
Rep. Ellioir Hagan, or soms
“other legislator,

He also sald thal separate
Congressioaal action would -
nesded {o provi (’v, aay o
funds to pL. rene
the park or °
noted that w most cases
or stale {unus are used i
tae park sice and domate i G
e NPS, and thal Savannan's
position is somewhat comj
cated by the fact that Projeol
J is desipnsied w8 an whan
renawal Rres. —
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

:vag’")' U e f1loeen
NI Y I L5 i N
SOUTHEAST REGION, P. 0. BOX 10008 :
IN REPLY REFER TO: FEDERAL BUILDING, RICHMOND, VA. 23240

158 SER(CA)

/D/Q-L\ MAY 8 1968

Memorandum
To: Director
Attention: Mr, Melvin, Congressional Liaison
From: Acting Regional Director, Southeast Region
Subject:» Newspaper article on proposed Savannah National Historic

Site
As requested by Mr. Melvin, the following information is submitted:
On April 3Q,Mr.(g;11en received a phone call from Mr. Dave Lawson
" of the.gayannah Evening Press requesting the status of the proposed
SaVannaE %atlonal Historic Site and the pending National Park Service

" brochure on this proposal, Mr, Lawson was informed that the brochure

////. was being published by the Government Printing Office and was not
,7/f§' expected to be available for distribution until June or July. He
b{// was also informed that the status of the proposed Savannah had

vl not changed, but #&&t no legislation had been introduced in the

d /5/15 present sess1on of-Con ress to establish it, When asked if he
;V‘f' knew why usse%l had not introduced legislation, Mr., Cullen
replied he d1d not know, but he assumed #l#t the Senator was <;)
waiting until the National Park Service brochure was published. 2
That was all Mr. Cullen said on these two subjects. "?}j\
Upon further questioning, Mr. Lawson was informed that even if legis- g‘r
1at10n _wew introduced and enacted to establish the site, such legis- <f‘
/////,/1at10n would not ordinarily appropriate funds for that purpose., Such E:%
= funds would normally be appropriated by the Congress in a se ra )
) ¢ e action, either for acquisition or development, or both, The ("’ e i\\
"l Service plan, Mr. Lawson was told, is based on the proposal /%hat %.\
the Progect J area (an Urban Renewal project) be transferred to \
the Lk Sir’étem, and if it is determined that additional land outside k\
area is needed, we would hope that it could be purchased by the =
te or city or prlvate group and donated to the Service, That was ;
afl Mr, Cullen said on these subjects, R
In essence, Mr, Cullen did not express any opinion or emotion on igﬁx
Senator Russell's action or lack of action, nor did he make any such (A{
ey
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statement as "someone should get after the legislators.," Unfortunately,
this newspaper article is both misleading and inaccurate, It is mis~
leading because the reader is given the impression that Mr., Cullen is
being critical of Senator Russell, and it is inaccurate in quoting

the statements made to Mr, Lawson,

ot 5. ALridiAl

Charles S, Marshall
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Hon. Richard B. Russell ) /
United States Serate %zf//e 4l
Washingbon, D.C.

Dear Senator Russell:

Thank you for your courtesy in sending us a clipping from the April 30
issué of the Savannah Evening Press relating to the proposed Savannah

National H te.
: Regiocnal

In respect to your lnterest, we asked the/Director of our Southeast
Region, Richmond, Virginia, for a full report on this matter. Hie
report has now been received, a summary of which is enclosed. We
think it appropriate to point out that the referenced Mr. Cullen is
one of our most respected staff wmembers, and we have every confidence
in the accuracy of his statements oy eme reflected in the enclosed
SUMMATY .

Your continuing interest in the National Park Service is appreciated,

o1

= ot &

have-ceuset.
Sincerely yours,
(}w {Sgd) Harthon L. Bill
DEPUTY pirector

Enclosure

ce:

Regional Director, Southeast)w/c of inc. & statement
CAM )

DAL - Mr. Melvin )

FSMelvin:htg 5-13-68 )
%//
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

SUMMARY
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE ON PROPOSED
SAVANNAH NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

On April 30, Mr. Joseph P. Cullen received a phone call from Mr. Dave
Iawson of the BSavannah Livening Press requesting the status of the
proposed Savannah National Historic Site and the pending National Park
Service brochure on this proposal. Mr. Iawson was informed that the
brochure was being published by the Government Printing Office and was
not expected to be available for distribution until June or July. He
was also-informed that the status of the proposed Savannah National
Historic Site had not changed, but no legislation had been introduced
in the present session of Congress to establish it. When asked if he
knew why Senator Richard B. Russell had not introduced legislation,
Mr. Cullen replied that he did not know, but he assumed the Senator
was waiting until the National Park Service brochure was published.
That was all Mr. Cullen said on these two subjects.

Upon further questioning, Mr. lawson was informed that even if legis-
lation were introduced and enacted to establish the site, such legis-
lation would not ordinarily appropriate funds for that purpose. Such
funds would normally be appropriated by the Congress in a separate
action, either for acquisition or development, or both. The National
Park Service plan, Mr. lawson was told, is based on the proposal that
the Project-J area (an Urban Renewal project) be transferred to the
National Park System, and if it is determined that additional land
outside this area is needed, we would hope that it could be purchased
by the State or city or private group and donated to the Service. That
was all Mr. Cullen said on these subjects.

In essence, Mr. Cullen did not express any opinion or emotion on
Senator Russell's action or lack of action, nor did he make any such
statement as "someone should get after the legislators." Unfortunately,
this newspaper article is both misleading and inaccurate. It is mis-
leading because the reader is given the impression that Mr. Cullen is
being critical of Senator Russell, and it is inaccurate in quoting the
statements made to Mr. Iawson.
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OCT 30 1967
0CT 27 1967
158 SER{CAY)
hctes Laken: Babe
Memorandus
Ton Divector

Attention: Assistant Director, Cooperative Activities
From: Hegional Director, Southeast Reglon
Subject: Propoged Savasnah National Historie Site, Goorxgla

Thisg will confirm Hr. Cullen's telephone vepori of sur prosenta~
tion of the above in Savaunah on Detober 8. The proposal was
enthusiastically received, particularly by lr. Owen Fage and
Hys. Adrienne Roberts, We have since received letiters of support
from Covernory Maddox, Hayor Lewis, Mr. Page, Mre, Noberts, the
Savansah Aves Chanper of Commeres, and the Chathan County Commism-
sioners, copies of which have been Tuwvnished your office.

Inammuch ag this proposal conceirns the City, State, and other
Fodeyal agencies, we belisve that the populay publication should
be produced 2s scon as possible. This would enable these other
sgencies to have pome definlte idea of what our finul plans will
propoae so that they aay plas sccordingly. Ve alse supgest

that an Urben Plosning and Design team study be scheduled as
soon ds possible after the proposal has been presented to the
Advigery Board.

(Signedj
Jackson €., Price

/ ,f“',

Chiuf gffice of Resources Planndng, WSC i

_Chief, Desipgn and Construction, PSC(~ aumwm Hr. muctc
Supt., Eennesaw Mountain {(State t‘.‘mrdjmtor) TN <0\
Bupt., Fort Pulpski jLr

o\
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Phtledelphis Planning and Service Center
Design and Construetion
143 gouth Third Street

L5G~PD Philadelphia, Pa. 10006
— March 22, 1968
Memoraadua
Po: Reglonal Birector, Souvtheast Reglom
Attention: Mr. Jogeph Cullen
Frows Chiel, Design and Construction

Subhject: Proposed Saveonsh Naticnal Historic Gite

Under aeparate cowa—r wa are sending you the Iollowing drawings
end overlays as roguested on March 20:

k.

Bese Map (large) with overluays

Overlay--Original Oglethorpe
Plan of City and fedovdbt

Overlay —Developuent of Project "J"
Pertial restoretion of redovht and tour of Old Ssvanosh

Dose Map-~—-Projeet "J" with overlsy showing possible develop-
ment .

Hendered draving—~failrond Bridge

Intermediate size buse msp of 0ld Savannabh and Projsct "

We are pleased thet these drawiangs will sgsin serve a useful
purpose and will appreclste thelr retwrn after the April 4
meetlag.

in

(SGN). H. K. SITH

H. #deese fwith

duplieste

Separate cover:
Brawings and overlays -

cc:

Chief, PD
Chief Architect
DFBenson:mgh

o




Reproduced from the Unclassified

| Declassified Holdings of the National Archives:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

N REPLY REFEFR TO

H30-1H JUL 2¢ 1869

L58-CPP

Hon. Richard B. Russell
United States Senate
Washington, D.C,

Dagr Senator Russeld:

Prease sccepl our apologies for the long delay in repl&ing'to your
letter on behelf of Mrs. Adrieane G. Kowverts of the Steering
Commivtee of the Revolulionary Pattle Park, Inc. ’

Public law 69-00Y, the National Historic.Preservation Act of 1900,
authorized a system of grants through the States for preservation of
historic properties. However, of the $10 million autuorlzed for this
purpose durlng fiscal year 1909, Congress appropriated only $100,000.
In accordance with the act, this money has been carmarked for state-
wide surveys and plans and for projects of the Natlonal Trust for
Historic Preservation. HNo money will be availlable for individual
preservation projects until the States have complete historic site
surveys and preservetion plans. Wrien funds btecome available, those
allocated to tne State of Georgla will be chameled through the

State Liuison Officer, Mrs. Mary Gregory Jewett, Executlve Secretary;
Georgia Historical Commission, 116 Mitchell Street SW., Atlante,
Georgla 30303,

In Oeroesr of 107, the Natlonal Parx Sservice proposed a plan in
Savannah whereby the Revolutionary battle might be suitadly

renorialized and the historicael values within the Savannah Historical

District might te interpreted. This plan, however, required the
ovliteration of & number of railroad buildlngs which are believed
by a number of persons in Savannah to poesens sucli significance as
to be worthy of preservation themselves. This impasse of purposes
for the identical land area, plus & subsequently advocated plan by
the Metropolitan Planning Commission to establish a "permanent fair"
on this site which would include a railroad museum, a wedieval
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fyrther study by the Service. Should local sentiments in the
future crystallize in favor of our concepts for development and
interpretztion of the Revolutionary battleground, we will be
sleased to work again with appropriate officials and agenciles

in its behalf. At this time, however, it eppears that the

local decision will be for city or State sdministration of the
areca in concert with Tocal historical societies or organizations
and with private enterprise,.

‘rench village, a permanent carnival end a zoo, has precluded

Ihank you for your interest in historic preservation.

Sipcefely yours,

o o .

{': Vo i . N

’ // it 741'7) e -7 —

,"/ » el =AW LR

{ //’

i heting-Tirector '
o7 /./,‘ :
enclosure
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HICHAND B, HULLELL, GA., CHAIRMA?

MILYON R, YOou! DAK.
KARL E. MUNDT, . OAK,

" MARGARET CHASE SMITH, MAINL

TOTA, N MIEX,

ROMAN L. HRUSKA, NEE(¢. -
GORDON ALI.DIT, COLO. @ ) s 03]
NORRIS COTTUN, MN.H. ; . Q 5y ('. f 3 S ﬂ A AR (
nifes DHiales Honale
HIRAM L. FONG, HAWALL
J. CALESB BNGGS, DUL. COMMITILEL ON APTIROUIIAT TOMNS
JAMES D, FEARSON, KANS,
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510
SCOTY, CHILE CLEKK
COLRUFF, COUNsEL
July 26, 1969
Mrs. Adriennc Roberts
B @
9 Bluff Drive
Savannah, Gecorgia
s

Dedax Mrs. Roberts:

I am enclosing herewith the letter in reasponso
to your request for o statement of intent from the
National Park Service in conncction with the Rovo-
lutionary Battle Park ‘

I believe you will find this cowmaunication seli-
explanatory and I hope the information contained there-
in will be useful in clarifying thce Inlericr Departiment's
present thinking. o
wilshes, I am

With hest

Sincercly,
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S OFFICERE

" ALTER C. HARTRIDGE, PRESIDENT

1. DARNELL L. BRAWNER, VICE PRESIDENY
. WILLIAK W OSBORNE, VICE PRESIDENT
38, ADRIEMNNE ROBERTS. TREASURER

2. ROBERT J. DUFFY, SECRETARY

SPECIAL COMMITTERS

. JOHMN K THORSEN. PuBLICITY

Savannal-Chatham County

'3{-‘5?’ -
“Fistoric Site and Tonument Gommission

Sovannal, Georgia

P',Sﬁy, Gthu X970

Govesrrnor Lester Maddox
The Capitol
Atlante, Ga.

Dear Governor Maddox:
&
I heve Tins news to report to you about the progress of our
Revaolutionery Battle Parke Ths latter you wrotis mae on October, 30,
1969 did exactly as you intended that it snoulds it enabled a number of
Stete end City egencies to work in cur behalf in the sssurance that you
wers hehind use qu Georgia MHistoriceld Commission certified the buildings
on tha site to bs“{iational snd erchitsctursl and historical sicnificance:
The Savannah and Chathan County Metropolitsn Planning Commission working
with our friend Jerry Horton in Atlente and with City Mareger of Savennsh,
have prepsred and sent applicestions to HeU«Dy for matching funds, And
yestordey | receivaed thae beet news of a2ll, within four wesks I would be
sant from H.UoDe & letter of intent, essuring me that thes projget would
be funded with federal money bafore June, 30, 1970, as you specified an
your letter to mae

I am ﬁncloalng a copy of your letter and an article that appeersd
in yesterday's Ssvannah Evening Prosa.

How happy we all are that this project, which tas Mrs. Robarts'
dream ten years ago, and for which she has worked incessantly, i s0 noar
realization, thanks to you,.

With appreciation for your understaending and help.
Cordirlly,

Walter Hartridgs® Jr,
President
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The city has applied for
federal funds totalling §157 828
fo develop a&  Ievoluilnapy
Baftle Park here. The amoeunt
would be malched with I ai
funds bringing the {olal prant
program {o 315,652

Cily Manager Picot Floyd

said the applicabons hove
st to the Dept. of

Yo

Housmng and Urban Develop-
ment,

The city had agreed to file -

the app}icafinn" for the Chath
gm-Savanna {istoric  Site
and Menuinent Commission.
Twe Applications

Two applications were filed,
One iz for & $164,000 historic
preservation grant and the
elher a §151,652 open space
grant. The funds would pur-
chase a five-acre tract at the
old Ceniral of Gzorgia Rail-

N

; mu}f T I‘u:!ﬁ

wey yardy develap the sile
and resiore tive  givuclured
tunl were ratiand ;
il L L

ly and m(hw-vfura ty impors
1and,

Gov. ILester Maddex has
agreed to give $§51,600 from
his emergency fund for the
project on the cendition that

another §51,600 is raised locsl-
ly and the federal funds can
be oblainsd

The (atas  pis tv,‘.Lm' &azaly

area is west of West Broad

PStreet between Interstate 16
’iand Lowsville Road. It in-
cludes hoth the railroad yards
and the city’s urban renewal
Jand Project J. :
The commission hopes to
devclop the area as a major
tourist attraction and corn-
memorate the Revolulionary
“War Batlle of Savannah
fought on the site.
Commission Chairman Wal-

“ter C. Hartridge has said the

area would be developed “as
a showcase window for Sa-
vannah" rather than as a
pum) historical pleect "
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¢ laetdpnsuera 48 s Woand
‘f%mm whinnary Battle Hark, T,
(PBuvanasly, Getober 4, 1?’?9) ;

FEERING COMMITTEE
Savannah, Gae

YBERT W. GROVES v l\qay IItho 1970
{1G. GEN. A. L. HENDER el ¥

[OMAS H. GIGNILLIAT Jana?s Office Bldge.
VEN H. PAGE Washington, D.C.
ALTER C. HARTRIDGE

1S. ADRIENNE G. RORERTS

Dear Senator Russell:

This is to bring to your attention the great progreass we
have met in trying to mest the criteria of evsryone as well
as to obtain lettere of intent from every one. I beleive you

&  will see we have one Trom the Governor, from Ho.U.lle from the
Interior Depto In the letter from the Nat. Parks Dept, on
date Jyl 22nd, the closing paragraph sets forth the statement
that when we have done ths above they will be gald to work
with uge

I talked to Mr. Jeseph Cullen during ths time of the
recent visit of Count de Warren to us and he said the Interior
Depte had been cut backe But just about two weeks aga ths article
sppoarod PARK EXPENDITURES BOOST IS PROPDSED, So 1 am asking you
agein to explore the possibility of us getting soms of the money
to purchase some more of the park lsnd,as we do nead it all to make
it acceptable as ws think}and of course for development,

We are well on the way and after I0 years 1 would say the
Cummunity is of the opision this is what we need to the entrance
to Savannah. The French Government is likewise going to help
us. I do hope I live to sess this park finished.

Thank you again for all of your patient interest.

May my Lord keep sustain you.
Lavey

.y |
)/
’L. Al gl A
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Tae
Nixon zdminisirstion pre
posed Rionday s 50 per cent
incm. m fe‘icm epending
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wl ?'l‘i ”MJ L. ae‘”‘ !
- discounis-ta

sy ;Aus proparty for park use.

ta the Bouse Mterior Cornmils
tee by Harrison Loeseh,
sistant secrvetary of interior.
“We must bring peris o
the people,” Loesch asserted.
“We believe it iz urgel
that we act now fo provide

sdditionai recreationzal oppor-
tunity, particulariy in view of
the high rate of development
and the rapid esealation )f
land pri es

The La..d and Waip Core

pal swirce o7 piopey o Ihe
purchage of recreaion ianu
by e Nativnal Park Sevvice,
the U8 Foerest Service and

g the p’,;&'&;dﬂé o i’ra\,mx

The program was outhned.’

servation Fuo d 15 the prinoe

thie Eureau of &part Fisharizs
end Widlife. ® alio Iz used
for grants o the states for
park peguisition and dﬁavalow
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: AWlnifed Hlafes DHenafe

A

June 1, 1970

Respectfully referred to:

“National Park Service
Department of the Interior

Because of the desire of this office to be
responsive to all inquiries and communications,
.your consideration of the attached is

¢ requested. Your findings and views, in

duplicate form, along with return of the

enclosure, will be appreciated byfg

— [ ]

4 i

% . 3 ¥ i b, ;

'\4_ ‘(‘ . \2\a 1,;»«‘\ ‘gt‘\)\““h

Jovohng A W
"""""""""""""""" u.s.s.

Please Address Reply To

l‘r‘:”:t":ﬂ:!;l '."{)‘), 8-‘_3;!'—!{25‘ \/fxl(‘“ B)l,’iq
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JUN -5 BT

Hon, Richard B. Russell

United States Benate

Washington, D.C,

Dear Senstor Russell:

We are pleased to acknowledge your inguiry in behali of

Mrs. Adrienne G. Roberts of the Hteering Committes of the Revolutionary
Battle Park, Inc., concerning the revolutionary batileground.

¢ We appreciate your continwing interest in this metter and will provide
you & reply at our earliest opporbunity.

Sincerely yours,
(SGD) GEORGE B. HARTZOG, IR,

Director

TGWood:jad 6/5/70
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Hom. Bicherd B. Tussell C 6’
United States Senste
4%%@%3  : 5.4

L5818 SN 501970

Thank you Tor your recest loguiry In Jahsll of Hes. adelsone G.
Soberis.

&y Soubiloss ave awersn, the decretary of the Imdevderis

sdvdsory Bownd on ¥etlooal Parks. Bistorie S5ites, Dulildiogs,

and Bomwwents, at its Gutober L0Y weebing, mobed that the Siegs

of Sevonnsh wes 0 geenh of nationsl hisSorde algadficasme but

stuted that il sridence of the event had been obldberabed YW

wrbas wmm The folloving yeuy the Advisory Hosed dedeuived
0 the Saramiah Hotioned Blastoric Blatedet to posness national bistorio

sﬁ@aﬁ&em&» Z#z Februery 1507, 10 was reglstered s o mational

blatordc lewdeark, Iater I 1967, s Satdoos) Park Service siady

© sugresied the creatlon of o fevannsh Reticnsl Hlstorie Gite which

wortld contadn deo unlite. One was %0 B¢ & nodifled aves of the

historic distriet of the olty Hu oundious in grivele owdwesilp.

Tive othee was to bo spubide aree ok the sile vhers auy of the

gvents sssooisted with e Blepe of Savennsh oconrred. The latier

ares wus proposed Tor seeuieition by domation aud for vestneution

to {ts appoarshce af the flwe of the Sloge.

The Haticnal Perk deweice pveposal 48 pot yecelvs Brosd aupmort in
PRt AT

abseguently, loesl sentivent developed fwrerday presereation of
pevarsl Centyal of Cesrgle Ballroad stiustares lovabted on the
bettlefield wite. Y6 appenws mow theb o hassondising of loeal
imteverts for coewacration of rallresd and the Bovolubionery Wop
bistory sed stissietion f tenvdss throuwgh the developssst of
spnscnent feotures bes boon werked oub. This profesd wey Lo &
Bighly sppoprlate wse of lend so conventently loouted fto the
eitieems of Bavamneh, bt we do not deldeve thet mash & plan ooudd
waresnt paeticipation YW the Jervice.
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I b sece Future sise local support showid develcp ia favor of
the Sereice concepta oy dewelopment of these srecs of setlonal
nistorie slgaificsuce, ve would be piessed to covpereiy Lewed
poch wn objecbive.

ainetraly yours,

QS@Q) T

D%aw

: ,1,,mutmmtmgima wie ine.
P, Mr. Ingham, wic inc. ,f.)’l ¢

IF; Mrs. Livingston's Reading File
LL, Mr. Mebvin, wfe ine.

FER:PKnight :bbl :6-19-70






