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63 
to Point aux Trembles, some 20 miles above Quebec, to await Montganery. 

The two American forces made a juncture on December 2, and the combined 

forces, numberiDg about l,OOO, began a seige Of Quebec on December 5· 

car1eton, now in ccmnand of the gerri!3on, merely lEcy' behind his walls. 

In desperation, the American forces assau1ted the city on the night of 

December 30, 1TI5· In snow and darkness they were able to enter the 

lower part ot the city. However, British fire killed Montganery, and 

Arnold was severly wounded in the leg. Confused and lost in the maze of 

narrow streets, the Americans were surrounded. In the fighting, 6o men 

. were killed or wounded, and 4oo captured. The American e.xpedi tion to 

Canada was virtua1ly over.64 

Arno1d's march to Quebec is worthy ot national recognition, despite its 

u1timate failure. It was a brilliant piece of strategy that came within 

a hair of the destiny of the North American continent. All had 

realized that there was an element of risk. In his instructions to 

Arnold, Washington noted that 0 
••• the Winter Season is now advancing 

and the Success of this Enterprize, (under God) depends wholly upon the 

Spirit with which it is pushed, and the favorable Disposition of the 

Canac11ans and the Indians. 1165 Nevertheless, the Commander in Chief was 

63Letter of Arnold to Washington, Point aux Trembles, NQVember 20, 1775, 
in Roberts, Mar@ tg Quebec, pp. 93-94· 

64PTench, The First Year, pp. 610-619. 
65Instruct1ons of Washington to Arnold, Cambridge, October 14, 1715, in 
Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, Ill, p. 492. 
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willing to gamble, for he felt success was "of the utmost Consequence to 

the Interest and Liberties of America.. ,.66. 

The expedition was well received by the natives of Canada. Arnold was 

able to secure food from the French irlhabitants, and at least some of the 

Indians joined his army.67 From all appearances it would seem that, had 

Arnold taken Quebec, he would have had no trouble establishing effective 

control over the Camdians. 

For the period, the expedition was organized and dispatched with incredible 

speed. The idea of a march through the back door to C&nada didn't take 

definite shape until August 20, when Washi?lgton wrote Schuyler for his 

advice. One month later, on September 20, the men had been recruited, 

the supplies gathered, the batteaux had been buil.t, and the ~ was de-

barking on the Kennebec. 

Paradoxica.J.:cy, this initial haste proved to be the doom of the expedition. 

Not enough time was spent in examiniDg the route and the estimated 210 

miles between the mouth of the Kennebec and Quebec68 turned out to be 

350.69 Even worse, insufficient time was given to a survey of conditions 

66Instruct1ons of Washington to Arnold, Cambridge, October 14, 1775, in 
Fitzpatrick., Writ111gs of Washington, III, p. 491. 
67Letter of Arnol.d to Washington, Point Levi, November 8, l.775, in 
Roberts, March to Quebec, pp. 84-85. 

68Letter of Washington to the President of Congress, Cambridge, September 21, 
l.775, in Smith, Arnold's March, pp. 22-23. 

69Letter of Arnold to /Jchu:ylei/, Point aux Trembles, November 27, 1775, 
in Roberts, March to Quebec, pp. 97-98-
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