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willing to gamble, for he felt success was "of the utmost Consequence to

the Interest and Liberties of America., w66,

The expedition was well received by the natives of Canada. Arnold was
able to secure food from the French inhsbitants, and at least some of the
Indians joined his a.rmy.67 From all appearances it would seem that, had
Arnold teken Quebec, he would have had no trouble establishing effective

control over the Canadians.

For the period, the expedition was organized and dispatched with incredible
speed. The idea of & march through the back door to Canada didn't take

definite shape until August 20, when Washington wrote Schuyler for his

‘advice. One month later, on September 20, the men had been recruited,

the supplies gathered, the batteaux had been built, and the army was de-

barking on the Kennebec.

Paradoxically, this initial haste proved to be the doom of the expedition.
Not enough time was spent in examining the route and the estimated 210
miles between the mouth of the Kennebec and Quebec68 turned out to be

350.69 Even worse, insufficient time was given to a survey of conditions

661nstruct:lons of Washington to Arnold, Cambridge, October 14, 1775, in

Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, III, p. 491.

67Letter of Arnold to Washington, Point Levi, November 8, 1775, in
Roberts, March to Quebec, pp. 84-85.

68Letter of Washington to the President of Congress, Cambridge, September 21,
1775, in Smith, Arnold's March, pp. 22-23.

69Letter of Arnold to @chwler , Point aux Trembles, November 27, 1775,
in Roberts, March to Quebec, pp. 97-98.
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