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LOCATION 
AND AREA: 

m STORY AND 
REMARKS: 

ACCESSIBILI'l'Y: 

ABSAROKA NATIONAL PARK, MONT.ANA. 

Meagher-, Sweetgrass and uallatin Counties. 
Includes that part of the Abaaroka: National Forest 
lying north of the Yellowstone Hiver. Area is 
portion of Beartooth Range of Rocky Mountains. 
Approximately 220,000 acres - the entire area of the 
northern section of the Abaaroka .National :J!·orest. 

Report submitted by_Mr. Henry Gerharz, Surveyor 
Generali. for Montana, in September 1916. Heport 
aclmowledged October 23, 1916. No further action 
taken. 

By motor from Livingston, Momtana, 
on the Northern Pacific .. Railroad. 

Livingston is. 

PERSONS INTERESTED: No one interested in this project. 

STA11US: Abandoned. 
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Mr. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE 

OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISOR OF SURVEYS 

·Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Marshall: 

Purm1ant to the suggestion made during 

your recent vis.it to my offj_ce, I am sending 

you herewith a paper entitled "Some Facts Con

cerninf~ the Propo~1ed Absaroka National Park", 

by M:r. Henry Gerharz, Sur·veyor General for Mon

tana, together with some photographs of the 

country embraced by the area shown on the ac

company:ing diagram of the boundaries of the 

proposed Absaroka National Park in Montana, 

Yours very truly, 

Ans'Ci OCT 2 3 1910 

"RCIVI. 



SOME ]'.il.CTS concm1UING THE 

fitOPOSED ABSAHOKA lTATIOU.-:J:; J?.ARK .. 

The area proposed to be included in this 

:Piirk lies in Meagher, ;jweetgrass and Gal-

la tin Counties, Montana, and inc lua.es that 

porti9n of' tho Absaroka National Forest lying North of -the 

Yellowstone Rivor. It is a portion of th~ Boartooth 

Range of the Rocky Mountains. 

The tentative 1)oundaries are the boundaries 

BCUJllia.RIES. 
, ;:.-<.ire-:. : 

of the present Absarolm J:iational /Park. Y 

This boundary ct1n be changed at any time, 

any good roa.son ll})pearing. 

.AJ:1lili-1.. 

ThcrEJ are approximately 220,000 acres in

cluded. wi thi':n the bo1u1a.aries o:t' this :portion 

of the m:itioool Fo:rost, mosi; of which is 

covered by a sparse grmvth of :forest, and not in su:fficient 

111.mntitiee to be a conm~)rc:Lul product, Il..t tho p::i:esent 

time the chief' uso of· this ~.rea. is for gl"a~~ing pur_pos9s • 

. As stated before, this liind is now :i.nclud.c)C1 within ·the 

Absaroka national 1!,orest 001a.. is supervised by the Forestry 

Service. As the area 11.os. w:L thin the Hv,ilroad 1imi ts 

every alterno.te section is owned by the Northern Pacific 

Railway Company. 

~RANSPOHT.ATION 

If' a National Park v ere made out of this 

area, it would be very well su1Jpliecl vr:'Lth 

railroad::1, as the m!:1.in trm1scontinental 

line of the TI'ortller11 Pa.uific :runs along 

the Louthern boU11dary·; the Shielcls River Branch o:f the 



Northe..r·n :Pac if"io along the Western bou.nd.,;;1,ry, v,na. ·the Ohlct1.g;o 

lviilv7aukee and. Puget Sov.nd Railway alone; the lfor"th.ern qou:ad-,, 

ary. Every town along these lines would have a branch 

wagon rQt'\.d to within the araa. The Yellovmtone Trail., 

along the main lil".te of ·the northern. J?aci:Eio also furnishes 

f'acili ties t·or automobiles. 

(2uotin.g from a letter w.ritten. 1,y Joru1 E. 

vrolf:f', 0.u:rat.or and Pro lessor of· :petrog1•ap;hy 

a.i1a. r.ainera.l.ogy of· Ifa1•vn1·d University, Cla.m

bridge: - Ill visit~d the peak {C.razy Ijeak) in lmgu.st o-f 

the year +883, being the first geologist to stu.d.y the 

mountains. .Again in 1889 I spent a summer in 'the moun-

tains f'o:r the u .. s. Geo1,r;gie-al S:nrvey, und asoended the 

pea~, and in 1907 spent a. thirtl. s-t.1mn1er tl 01'e on m.Y o·wn re

souxces, and invited the isJurrrr.ner School of @eology -to spend 

·ten days wi·t h me. It 7Jas then tht1.t 1ihoso names appeared 

on the record { .i.'ltJ.mes found in ti:n can} .. Of those ;rrn.i"'Iles, 

one, that of' C. T. Broderick, ·brings s-acl thouth"ts. He 

had. become f.'. very successftll mini:ne; en 0 ine01" em_ployecl by 

one of the great copper c.crn:1:panies of Siberia, and. made a 

visit home last wint;or, on h:ts way back he took -the Lusi

t2;11ia, ana. after helping others to safety died :from expo

sure. 

I have publisi:u.1d' several papors 01:1 the Crazy 

Mountains, and. send you under separate cover those of which 

copies remain, and hope 1)e:1:ore next summer to complete a 

monograph on the mountains •. 

interestin~ localities in the world, of over twenty vari~

ties, some very rare and most beauti:J;ully exposed, as you 

ha.ve s.een. [;conically I have never seen in such a 

small compass . ',, so many -vs.r:1-e·Gies; one glacier nt least, at 

the head of' main Big S:imber, a."bove the miner's cabin, beau-



ti.fu.l wa terfaJ.ls 9'.nd c nsoad.es, great mountains and peaks, 

and the· b-ei::n1.tt:f11l colo1 .. ix1g of' many of· the J.akes. 

t·or general beauty the v:\ow well n.p .into Shie1cls 1.1i v01~ 

:Ba.sin is the finest, although not as gr~d, o.s in;,-Gomo of 

the big mountains. a 

The pictures that are submitt.e<i. hen-rrilth 

were taken up at t;he head waters of Big ;..Cimber Cr.eek. 

Besides Big Tir.a.her Creek there ar·e th~ fh·;ee.tgrnss, the 

.American Fork of the !111u::ce:L.shell, Roclt G:r eek, the hea:d ... 

waters of the Shielifl.$ River 2.11.d. 1m .. t.n0r other sm1ll.or cre.eks 

which head in these . .mo1:.urta.ins.,. whorn the scenes are equally 

as beautiful. 

The mo1Jnta~.ns are very :rugged and co11tain 

the second highest peaks in the State. Crazy Pea1c at-• 

Besides this peak 

there are several others a-ttrd:ning an altitm1e of' over 

10.000 feet. All the:::;e peaks ho.ve glaciers o:n their 

On acco1111t of tli.o prec ipi-

ta"Geness of tho country, the:te are m.,,,my waterfalls, ,:rhioh 

are very beau1:;iful. 

~hi.s urea is uniq_u.e in that it stands out 

all by its elf·, wi•thout any other high :peaks anywhere near 

it, mid stnnd.ing on one o:!: ·the pea.ks t;he Atlan't :Lo Ooe~n 

could be- seen if' one could see that far. 

SPORTS. 

Fine trou. t :f'iDhing is· to be o btai:ned in -'0he 

head waters of any of the streams in this 

regi_on, f.l,Y-l,cl mountain (}11.:mblng aB rugged t'vS 

, a.n.y within the United States can be indulged in,, 

HOW S:O 

U1:2ILIZE .. 

it would be d.Lfferent :from- the other Parks, 

in that one a.a;/ or thirty days could 'be spent 

in this region without covering the same 
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te:r1:ii;,ory more than once. Large hotEd.s would. also not be 

n0ce,1;.ioary. a.s small stopping places co·D.ld be built on ea.ch 

01~ on foot,. 

Vihj_lc :l.t is t:rue t1w:t we :now have t·wo mitional 

J?arks within Moni;ana; this re@ion becmrnc o-f its: unique 

chttr:.tctor would be a distinct a11d.it :i.on.,. and a good reasox.1. 

for having it crerrted a.t tho present time iB thai; tho lru.1:c..1. 

is now owned by either the :Northern l)acii'io !taibll'ay Company 

or the Ifot:i.onal Go-;rcrnment, whj_le if we wai-t a :few years, 

at least the lands owneft by the Northern P.sw ifio are ver.;r 

likely 'to ·be sold, a.na. pass i.nto the ownori.:1hi:p of' smaller 

holders, \?hen it vi11 be ·well nigh impossi·o10 to re1n.1,rohar3e 

them. 

bmi ttec1 "by 

Montana. 
/ 
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'ftMJ:h$ni\0~i D"' 0"" ,, 
0@.·b~b:01• ::t3>ll. J;,16., 

~. l?~:r)I]'.: &.- .JQJu:21 ~~. i;;.l\~®i:vT1:.t:Qlt of ~ .. e~ of the 

l-\1.fflil'~ :Lm:u4 Ott1ctit'1 lm.G to-1,'\11'.ar,l~,d t.o ~ y;O'Wi" very mtrn,ist.mg 

:r~~l't ra-.iti;'1\lfj tll~ Jl"OJO'GO>d A'b~~Q~ mat!Q.Ml I;~.,k ~t¾i Mo~ta:n'1.~ . 
With ~e~~· ~tt~~~;1!;,:b?& p<ivtQt?st1aph~ a.:11t a 1;,<l"bit nhimin!< tail lrfJJtiaa ... 

~-u.t:t~l 1•~ 1':J C;oit~ , thiv t1aot.1on &f lion~ nai-@;}it 'bai d~..., 

Wlnpe4 bite; a - q ti.t,tx-nottve w.J.·t 1~1 plA:,~eund .. 

l'. a,m. veiiw gl$tl ·to 111'~4'.'ift t!i.-ll'lS~ (W,tt... ~1 \1lll ~e.~ ·ni:tMllt:r. ffl-1' 

tilG- ~a. t1ie-i w.ill oo .1S1f gre4ll. t m;~1~tstn111:e.~ 'tc ~e !.le~:rt•nt- g}1.ou.ld 

0~•$.tUf ~e-q ~&t a ;i:•opo1~t (JU the. a.liv-!. hUit:, Qi; G t?tatll;ts;biue' $Uj,b 

Jll,; na t!O:~-\l. park. 

11 '!'• ll~ G~lim.1.'$ -
~VV~'8W: ~~1 -Qdt ki•t~., 

~l~1tlj, llG'@;L ~* 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, 

STATE PARK DIVISION 

He le na, Montana 
September 12, 1935 

Sixth Regional Officer, 
300 Keelino Building, 
Omaha, Nebraska. 

Dear Sir: 

. We herewith submit our report on the Absaroka 
Mountains proposed National Park. 

All of this mountain range is within either the 
Absarolca or Custer National Forests. Consequently we do 
not recommend this area for a National Park. 

If Yellowstone National Park needs or will need 
additional area for the preservation of wild life it would 
be advisable to add a considerable portion of this a.rea 
to the north of Yellowstone Park, which would include Granite 
Peak, the highest point in Montana. Practically the entire 
area j_s inaccessible at this time by automobile. 

CAT:DG 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ /l/l ~ / ~ 
{!:/?f.,,,{ u,, y--a',A:rt.,,~c-?1. 7 
C. A. Taubert, Inspector SP-ECW 

~~?~· 
E. A. Hummel, Asst. Historian, 
Region VI 
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UThTJ.TED STATES 
DE.1? ARTMEH'r Ol!' THE lNTERl:OR 

NATJ.OlJAL PARK G:CUVJ.CE 
ERA.HOH OF PJ,AN:tt:·)J/J 
EXTENSION D.T.VU-;XJN 

PROPOSED NAT.IONA!, WKS ,?r. \\ONUNENTS 

(Form of repor·~ from Regj.ona.l Officers) 
To be typed thro•-1.ghout . 

100532 

.:Letter of transmittal, To be attached (summary and recommendation) 
Name of Project: Absaroka National Park., Montana 

_Location - (state;county:distAnce and direction from known city) 
Partly in Absaroka National Forest., Stillwater County., Montana 

about 40 miles from Livingston, Montana 
Area - Totel _______ Acres ____ Squc1re Miles.{ 

Boundaries - (description, reference to maps to be atteched.) 

Proposed: 

To include Granite Peak north of Yellowstone Park 
and surrounding territory. 
Recommended; 

Accessibility: 
Railway: 
Highway: 
Airline: 
Waterway: 

50 miles south of Northern Pacific 
Between State Highways 32 and 87\1., about 30 miles from 
each. 

Major Characteristics - (Ir..di,:.a.te those which are outstanding and 
attach addi tione.l information if nee essary) 

l, Scenic features - ( topography, elevation, pl1:1nt coverv 
water, etc): 

Highest point 12,850, covered with coniferous trees. 

2. Historittal or prehistoric feadrdl.res: 

None 

3e Geological fe~tures: 
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4 • • Recrecitional possibilities (if compatible vrith 
.proje,::t) 

Loca}.: 

-"' 

Estimated population within a radius of 
50 miles: 30.000 

100 II 

200 II 

5. Biological features: 
Vegetative: 

Coniferous trees. 

Wildlife: 
Deer, antelope, etc. 

Need for conservation: 
None. All within Absaroka and Custer National Forests. 

Relative importance in comparison with area.s of similar 
nature elsewhere: 

Inferior to Glacier, Rocky Mountain, or Grand Teton National 

Possible develop~ent -
Recreational facilities (if compatible with project): 

Hunting, Fishing, Mountain Climbing, etc • 

Utilities -
• Water SUl'.)ply ~. 

Parking Space, capacity: 

Ca~pgroudd sites, capacity: 

Light an~ power facilities: 

2 

Parks•;/ 
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.Sewage dis-;-oscil f;,cilitieet;. 

Capacity for handl:i.ng of vi.e~.torsg 

Practicability of edministretion end rrotection: 

Could be added to Yellowstone National Park. 

Other land uses 
Mining resources: 

Agricultural resources; 

Good. 

Cultivated crops: 

Timber: 

Mostly coniferous trees. 

Hunting & Fishing uses; 

Good. 

Power resources~ 

Irrigation resources: 

3 

100532 

(( 
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Ownershil): 
.Railways: 
.sta.te: 
·Municipalities; 
Private: 

100532 

Total alienetel lands _____ _ 

Mining cleir:is: 
Grazing rermi ts and. wi thdrnvvel s: 
Fower rermits: 

Totel permit acrea~e 

National forest lends: 
Public domain: 
Reclamation projects: 
Inrlian . Lands: 

Total public lends 

Totol acreage 

Land values-: 

History of project: 

Suggested by Henry Gerhorz, Surveyor General of Montana. 

LocBl attitude: 

Persons interested: 

Itiner01ry (Sheet to be att.,.c>e.i.) 

Bibliography: 

List of photographs, maps ani printed information submitted.: 

Hitshway Map. (Sheet to be ettached.) 

Note: All mars which are specielly -prepared by the 
Regional Offices should conform to one of -tho 
following stanierd sizea:· 

Letter size - 18 11 x 24 11 ... 24 11 x 36 11 

4 
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Septoo1be:r ll,~ 1935 - Area vb;l.ted. by :Cmspectol" Carl A., Tauberb ru:1d 
and .A.$s;i.$tt.Yat Regional Hir:rborian E. A,. llUllllllel 
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OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTEND 

( 

The Director, 
National Park Service, 

Washington, D. c. 

Dear 111r. Director: 

It will be appreciated if you will send me your files on 
the proposed national parks and monuments in Montana, including: 

Absaroka 
Flathead 
Gates of the Mountains 
Sacajaw(}a 

It is my recollection that there was a former project which 
may have been removed from the list relative to the Crazy 
Mountains. In case you have a file on that area I would be 
glad if you would send it also. 

The above includes all of the areas in Montana so far 
as I know except the Big Horn and that file is not needed. 

Very~r y yours, 

- //4 
ger w. Toll 

Superintendent 
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,.,u, .... UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. Roger w. Toll 1 

Supt .• Yellowstone National Park. 
Yellowstone Park, \"lyo. 

Uear Mr. Toll: 

The Service has l~eceived your letter of 
September 18 in whioh you oak f.or the files on proposed 
national parka and monunwnta i:n Montana, inoluding: 

cover. 

.Absaro1'..a 
Flathead 

Ga.tea of the Mountains 
Saoa.jawaa 

T'.nese tiles are being sent you under separate 

Sincerely yours, 

(SGD.) A. [. DEMARAY 
.,'l,,ating Direotora 
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UNITEO STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE PARK DIVISION 

300 Keeline Building 
Omaha., Nebraska. 

National Park Service, 
State Park Division, 
Washington., D. c. 

REGION VI 

1935 

Subject: Proposed National Park 

Gentlemen: 

In compliance with your memorandum SP-5-84 dated May 31., 1935 

we herewith enclose two copies of a report on the proposed Absaroka 

National Park in Montana. 

EAH:LN 
enc: 

Yours very truly., 

George Gibbs 
Regional O~ficer., 
EEGIOlil' VI 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEl~IOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

; WASHINGTON 

Sixth Regional Ot'f'iaer, 
National Parle serv:too, 

300 Kealine Building. 
Oai&ha, Nebr. 

Yc:nu: letter of Ootober 9, 193f}, trruismi·tting a 
report on the propo.sed: Aba1J.roka National Park., has been 
received .. 

'i'his report has been stU;died and it has been 
d.ecidod to drop this :ti:Uil.Ha:r for the prsstmt at least. 
Uowever, it has not bean di~s.pprovecl and 1JUl be eonsidored 
as a possible extension to Yellowstone .. 

eo~r.., ~ibbs 
NAB:--fmd 

Sincerely you:re, . .Ii 
(SGD) coNRAJ)L~ wan: 

acting ii.ssistant Oireator. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 

YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYOMING 

October 16, 1935 

The Director, 
National Park Service, 

Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Director: 

Enclosed herewith I am returning your file on the 

Proposed Absaroka National Park, Montana. 

Enclosure 

Very tuours, 

17:..IP.-µ:;_ 
Roger w. Toll, 
Superintendent. 

I 
,- / 

/ I ✓-' • .,.,-~t, 

~ 
~ 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 

YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYOMING 

The Director, 
National Park Service, 

Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Director: 

October 16, 1935. 

On October 2 I visited the Proposed Absaroka National Park, 
in Montana. 

This proposed area comprises the northern unit of the Absar
oka National Forest and is located in the counties of Park, Sweet
grass, Meagher, and Wheatlando It includes the range known as the 
Crazy Mountains. The area is approximately 220,000 acres. 

The chief feature of the area is the mountains, which are 
highly scenic and probably are among the most pictures~ue in the 
state. 

It is believed that this area is unsuitable for a national 
park or monument for the following reasons: 

1. The area is now entirely within a national forest. 

2. Half of the land, every alternate section, is owned 
by the Northern Pacific Railroad or is in private 
ovmership. 

3. The scenery, though excellent, is not of outstanding 
national character nor equal to that of the existing 
national parks whose chief feature is mountains, 
such as: Glacier, Grand Teton, Mount Rainier, and 
Rocky Mountain. 

It is reconnnended that this project be disapproved. 

Very truly 

y~ a,: 7,/4,(__ 
1 

Z:-.r W. Toll, 
'Superintendento 
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IMPORTANT 

UNITED STATES 

Report on the 

Proposed 
ABS.AROKA NATIONAL PARK 

1.£. ~ Crazy Mountains, Montana 

To 
The Dir~c_tor, National Park Service 

By 
Roger w. Toll 

--._ 

October 16, 1935. 

This file constitutes a part ·of the official records of the 
National Park Service and should not be separated or papers 
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge. 

All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room; 
Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure 

, to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the 
. integrity of the official records. 

ARNO B. CAMMERER, 
v. a. oon:att»cnT PRnrTINQ omOE: 111n 0-14-10 DiTector. 

., 
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Crazy Mountains from the south, near U. s. 10. Yellowstone River 
in the foreground • 

Looking up Big Tllnber Creek from Van Cleve ranch. Big Timber Peak 
at left; Granite Peak, center. 

Photos by Roger w. Toll 

I 
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Granite Peak 
from 

valley or 
Big Tnnber Creek 

Headwaters of Big Timber Creek from Lower Twin Lake$ Permanent 
ice field at left. Peaks unnamed. 
Photos by Toll 
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Granite Peak, from timberline. 

Crazy Peak at right, Big Timber Peak in center, with Granite 
Peak in foreground. From pass, elevation l<D,000 feet, south 
of Conical Peako 

Photos by Toll 
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The heart of the Crazy Mountains. Several watersheds meet at 
high, sharp peak (unnamed). Gr-dsshopper Glacier lies to the 
right of this peak. Ice field at left. View from pass south 
of Conical Peak. 

-- -----

Crazy Mountains from the east. Crazy Peak and Big Timber Peak, 
left of center; Granite Peak, near center. 

Photos by Toll 
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Crazy Mountains from the southeast. Valley of Big Timber Creek 
in foreground. 

Photo by Toll 
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History of ~ Project. • In 1916, Mr. Henry Gerharz, Surveyor 
General.for Montana, prepared a report entitled "Some Facts Con
cerning the Proposed Absaroka National Park. n· This report was 
transmitted to the National Park Service under date of September 
27, 1916, by Mr. Frank M. Johnson, Supervisor of Surveys. 

There has been no recent agitation for this project. 

The administration of the Forest Service seems suitable to 
the area. 

Scenery. The Crazy Mountains include many rugged and precip
itous peaks, in a rather compact group, at the crest of the range. 
The highest peak of the range is Crazy Peak, whose elevation is 
11,178 feet. • 

The scenery resembles that of Glacier Gorge in Rocky Mountain 
National Park, though the difference in elevation between the 
peaks and the valleys is not so great. 

There is a Grasshopper.Glacier in a cirque at the head of 
Cottonwood Creek, though we did not visit it since an additional 
day's trip would be required to reach it. It is probably rather 
more of an ice field than a glacier, and is not so large as the 
Grasshopper Glacier near Cooke, Montana. 

There are numerous other perpetual ice fields in the range. 
The glacial topography of the area is conspicuous. 

Wildlife. There are now mule deer and black bears in the 
area and also a very few (probably only four or five) mountain 
sheep. Formerly sheep were more abundant, and there were also 
white-tailed deer, grizzly bears, and elk. Buffalo were once 
found in parts of the area. 

There are fish in the streams, both native and introduced 
species. 

Trees. Douglas fir is abundant in the lower part of Big Tim
ber Creek canyon and is mixed with same lodgepole pine. In the 
higher portions of the canyon are Englemann spruce, Alpine fir and 
white-barked pine. 

Grazing. A number of cattle are grazed in the area. Mr. Van 
Cleve, Jr., has the largest number, about 300 head. The grazing 
is controlled under permits from the Forest Service. 

Mining. There has been a good deal of prospecting done in 
the area, and a few deposits of galena have been found, but there 
are no active mines in the Big Timber Creek region, and perhaps 
none in the entire area. 

/0 
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~ographs. Mr. L.B. Brown, photographer for the Northern 
Pacific Railway Company, has taken some excellent photographs of 
the area, which may be obtained, if desired, from the railway com
pany. Nos. 802, 803, and 847 are among the most representative of 
the mountain scenery. 

Prof'. C. H. Burgess of the Department of Geology, Harve,rd 
College, took some airplane views of the Crazy Mountains this sum
mer, in company with Paul Van Cleve, III, and they may be avail
able for purchase, but Mr. Van Cleve has not yet seen the photo
graphs 0 

Land Values. The Northern Pacific Railway Company originally 
owned every alternate section, as part of a land grant. The rail
~ay company sold 37 sections in the Big Timber Creek region to the 
late Mr. Simons of Minneapolis. The executor of his wife's es
tate, c. o. Lundquist, 704 Phoenix Build.ing, Minneapolis, Minn., 
has offered this land for sale, and Mr. Paul Van Cleve, Jr., be
lieves that it could be bought for 50 cents per acre, or possibly 
less. 

Recreational Use. The Lazy K Bar Ranch, operated by the Van 
Cleves, is situated near the mouth of Big Timber Creek. This dude 
ranch is well operated, and during the sutmner season accommodates 
perhaps fifty or a hundred guests, who spend their time fishing, 
hiking, and taking horseback trips in the Crazy Mountains •. It is 
understood that there is one other smaller dude ranch in the Crazy 
Mountains. 

Nomenclature. The name Crazy Mountains is said to be the 
translation of the Indian name for the range, The Indians felt 
that the mountains were not normal and dependable because the 
weather that the mountains produced was erratic. It often was not 
in conformity with neighboring weather and did not follow custom
ary methods of forecasting. So the mountains were mad or crazy. 

Many of the peaks are unnamedo The area is used by a compar
atively small number of people, and the existing maps are of small 
scale and cannot use many names, so only the most prominent topo
graphic features have been namedo 
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Time 

1:25 p.m. 

5:35 p.m. 

6:45 p.mo 

: 8:00 p.m. 
: 

: 8:45 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

1:25 p.m.): 
2 :30 p.m.): 

. . 
3:10 p.m.): 
3:40 p.m.): 

6:45 p.mo 

10:30 p.m. : 

: 9:25 a.m. 

10:25 a.m. 

Miles 

0 

96 

ITINERARY 

October 1 1 1935 

Left park head~uarters by auto. 

Arrived at Big Timber • 

120 Arrived at the Van Cleves' "canyon" Ranch, 
the Lazy K Bar dude ranch. 

138 Arrived at the Van Cleves' lower ranch. 

October 2 1 1935 

Left the Van Cleves' lower ranch by auto. 

Arrived at the canyon ranch, on Big Timber 
Creek. 

Left the ranch on horseback with members of 
the Van Cleve family and rode up the trail 
along Big Timber Creek. 

Half' Moon Park. 

Stopped for lunch at timberline. 

Pas~ south of Conical Peak, elevation about 
10~066 feet, on the watershed between Big 

: Timber Creek and Sweetgrass Creek, abouts½ 
miles from the ranch. 

Returned to the canyon ranch. 

Returned to the lower ranch. 

October 3, 1935 

138: Left the Van Cleves' lower ranch. 

159: Arrived at Big Timber, and thence to Red 
Lodge. 

October 4, 1935 

Returned to Yellowstone National Park via 
the Red Lodge-Cooke road. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

Memorandf ~l' .,,, 
MR. J". LEE ~: 

,../ 

March 16, 19360 

You have requested a review of the reports on the 

proposed Absaroka National Park in Montana from the 

Wildlife Division. Because this area is well isolated 

from Yellowstone National Park and because presumably 

the area in question is largely summer range, whereas 

Yellowstone needs the addition of winter range, I 

think that it is no·~ a valuable area. 

If you have not already doneso, I suggest that 

:Mr. Baggley's opinion be soughto 

Acting Chief, 
Wildlife Division. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

March 23, 1936 

Memorandum for Mr. J. ~ 
(!f/· 

Reference is made tc· the two attached reports on the _proposed 
Absaroka National Park in Montana. 

The two reriorts being concgrned v,i th different areas in ; .. :011tana 
perhaps separate comments are d.esi1'"t't'!:i±e;- _ ...... , • '"·'"""""·-

The Crazy Mountain section of the Absaroka National Park which 
lies 40 miles north and east of Livingston, M0ntana is not especially 
outstanding as compared with other mountainous sections of Llontana 
although it does lay at some distance from any other chain of r,1ounta~_ns. 
So far 2.s "Lts wildlife potentialities are concerned i<t o:.'.'f9rs fairly 
good c;razing territory for aiOLmtain sheep, deer and eE<: and the 
l)ossi bili ty of a fev,r antelopes al though grazing and other intensive 
domestic uses have depleted the value of this section for wildlife. 
It would not seem to be an important area for the National Park 
Service to concern itself with at this time. 

The section of the Absaroka Watione.l Forest which lies to t:1e 
north and east of Yello,vstone National Park and abutting it on l;he 
north and east boundary is by far the most desirable section of 
territory to be considered as future park ar.ea. Vfhile it does not 
offer any particular advantages to Yellowstone Park nor any adcl.i tional 
e;ra.zing for ;vildlife of Yellowstone !Jational Park except sum:ner range, 
it is perha.l_JS the most outstanding mountaj_nous section in the State 
of Eontana.. It is now a part of the so-ca.ll,::,d. E•'orest Service J?rirnitive 
area. 

Its use for National park purposes would not materially affect 
the Yellowstone wildlife probler.1s, although that section is es_pecially 
valuable for the native furbearers, r;rj_zzly bears and bighorns. It 
is, of course, entirely too high to be considered as ;;razinb range 
for antelope, deer and elk. Undoubtedly there ::Cj}J_...llll,..,1;1. ... :ti~ .... )&h@ 

the National Park Service wi 11 want j;jn,....o~--:hl1i-s .... :s..e.::..U.0J.l....Q.L..;!J:te ____.............,.,.....__...._.,.,. ___ ..,~:,,r.,,-,,.,,....-...,.._..,.,.~-/fl-,,~~.,.f • 

Absa.roka. National Forest as 0. nossi. ble addition to Yellowstone 

National I'~:rk .. ~.2!~~~~;:r::w:~+19).1~w'f;tJi;:i-:JEis:n:::]~€:ili~:L ~s .... ~2-~~·~.1~g;•n• 
Llpsucha 1U:!roosal. I do think, ho\",ever, that the area ought to be-· 

-- .... -~-- .. ~ h*-.~~~,, 
rt 
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studied more fully durin 6 the next year so thcJ.t t)_,,,, Jashh1i'.;ton 
Office wou.lrl have a compJ.ete r8r,ort on i to 

co: Dr. Bryant 
Cahala:-ie 
Thompson 
Be.ggley 

George F. Bag~ley 
i.'Jlldlife Sup~rvisor 
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Please note Mr. Baggley's comments on the 
t.wo attached reports. 

Do you feel additional investigation by 
wildlife men advisable at this time_!.> 
C;J6; t1-~- ••··•· - ------

But~1a. / 

Jf~~~ti.,~ 
µ-- a/ ~~/Ju_~~ .._..., 

.-t.--,6~~ b-<f ~ n.,o...,.(.-.,/d..-<,.... 
Q yJ+c_ 



Portion or 
National Park Service Map of 

Recreational Areas of the United States 
1934 
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Map of Montana 
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Published by State Highway Commission 
1934 

Scale: l" • 22 miles 
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