





Missouri Breaks will offer a somewhat different type of recreation
than normally associated with reservoirs and seashores. Here the
quality of the dominant recreational activity, river boating, is
based on the area’s great histonical significance and outstanding
scenery. A traveler on the river will be treated 10 a semi wilderness
experience as be floats through the canyon, for he will be unable
to see the major agricultural operations on the flatlands above,
The river 1tself will be the main avenue of transport and the focus
for all actvities. The varied attractions can be fully appreciated
only through the experience of a leisurely boat trip.

The riverway will be managed to enrich the visitor’s recreational
experience by interpreting i1ts natural, historical, and archeological
resources. Much emphasis will be placed on the geclogical features
and other elements of the natural setting, which have changed
litle since the days of Lewis and Clark. Historical interpretation
will bz devoted to the area’s associations with the eras of
exploration, the fur trade, Indian and miklitary affairs, and
steamboat navigation, Particular emphasis will be placed on the
Lewis and Clark Expedition, the importance of the river and Fort
Benton mn the steamboat era, and the rniver as an artery of
wesiward expansion.

This plan recognizes that a creative program for the preservation
and interpretation of the resources is necessary if a high-quality
recreational experience is to be attained by the visi-or. To achieve
the objecuive of both preservation and recreation use, the national
river will he managed 1o protect its semi wilderness character,
while concurrently providing opportunities for hunting and
fishing. Within the boundaries of the national river, grazing,
existing types of agricultural activities, and leasing of mineral
rights will be continued as appropriate uses.

Although recreation  developments will be onented toward
boating, opportunities will atso be prowided for the use and
enjoyment of this area by those in automobiles. A grade! road off
U S, Highway 191 near Robinson Bridge extends along the rnim of
the breaks and crosses the rolling wheat country to Stafford Ferry
Road. This affords excellent scenic droang. Liasson with the
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wiidlife, the Bureau of Land
Management, and the county will insure an integrated program of
interpretation and development that will convert this route Into a
very fine, low-speed road for sightseeing.

An administrative headquarters and wisitor centar will be located
at Fort B8Benton where there is an opportunity to work
cooperatively with that community in the preservation and
interpretation of this historic riverfront town. Two district
headquarters will be constructed: one at Coal Banks Landing and
another at Judith River Landing. Personnel will be stationed and
facihties provided at Kipp State Park. Visitor contact stations,
launching ramps, boat docks, picnic areas, and campgrounds will
be developed at all these sites.

Visitor services which are contemplated for concession operation
will include food service, groceries, camping and fishing supplies,
boat rentals and tour boats, and shuttle service between river
aunching sites and points of disembarkation

The natianal river will be divided into twe management zones,
Land and water rights in the public-isse and development zone will
be acquired in fee simple. This zone 1s comprised of 11,900 acres,
6663 acres of which are in private ownership. The area will be
totally devoted to public use; however, specific routes within this
sector for cattle access 1o the river will be provided. In the
preservation-conservation zone, comprised of 119,068 acres, the
objective will be to protect the environment and prevent adverse
development and use, detrimental to the full enjoyment of the
recreation area. Land acquisition in this zane will be by easements
which will permit existing use, while preserving the natural scene,
Many of the landowners in this division or adjacent to it are
dependent on grazing of Federal and State lands for an economic
livestock operation. This presents little difficulty, since it is
desirable to maintain the present pastoral character of the scene.

A complex management situation exists because of the long and
narrow shape of the proposed national river, the existence of
privately owned base properties, and the administration of
adjoining lands by State and other Federal agencies. Of the total
acreage, 6B percent is federally owned — administered by the
Bureau of Land Management — 25 percent is privately owned, and
7 percent is State-owned. Specific cooperative programs with
private landowners, the State, and other Federal agencies must be
warked out if the resources are to be emploved and administered
properly,

Missouri Breaks National River will help to satisfy the Nation's
ever-increasing demands for more and varied recreational
opportunities. Designating this segment of the Missouri as a
national river will attract thousands of visitors to the area, thus
benefiting the region economically.
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