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IN ANSWERIN\!!"REFER TO 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 
h-,,, .r A ,. ;, ~ /n--· a C 

" · r . (j ; ~ 
Ur. .J - b.i1 

'!'he Director, 
.Ue.'t.iona:l Park Service, 

Waahing-ton, D. c. 

Deer Mr . Director: 

t,e r~que13ted 1 the follo~ing notl.ils 1u·e :riubmi ttod !' ogarding the 
!Selection of nationnl hi storical ut<eas. 

Tb.e l:!..st of praseut battlefield sites n:nd national h i :Jt'.)rlce.1 
:aom.m1ents admini st .ered by t he War Depi:..:rtmm1t Ls ~1s follows : 

Ohicb1mauga nnd Chatt.anOof~a Nntiona.l 
~ili tury f' '1I'k 

Fort Donel son Nat.iotutl t~i lite.:?:'y Park 

Freder~cksb-~:g und 3pot~ylvania 
County Battl e Fiel de ~fl!lt'~rial 

G-stt7sbul'g Na:.ional ~':ili tary Parl: 

Guilford Cou:-thouse National Mili t~l""Y 
Pfrrk 

Kings Mountain Ns.t.iona l '1lili tery Ps . .rk 

~oores C?-eok llatio1'.al ~11 i t.e!"Y ?ark 

Peterzb\.lrg 1fo tional &~ill tl.ry 21 .-.,rl::: 

State 

Georgia and 
Toone~oec~ 51 933 a.area 

In procwBs of 
l!irgir.is e:>~.ablishment 

North Caroli na 110 aC"l"eS 

'.)ou th Car olina In process of 
0 st.s.bli shment 

Are~ undet er mined. 

North Carolina BO acree 

Virs ~nia In proQess of 
e ~·t~ b li shm.snt 

A"!"~e. undete:r m in ad . 
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Shiloh National Military Park 

Stones River National tilltaey Park 

Vickobarg Rational Military Park 

Abraham LUJeoln Na t1'"181 Parle 

Fort llclieney lat1'"181 Park 

B!TTLEFIE[.,D SITES 

Antietam Battlefield 

Appomattox, 

Brioes Cross Roads 

ChelJnette Monument and Grounds 

Cowpens 

Monooac7 

Santiago, Cuba 

Whi t.e Plains 

Peking, China 

-·--·~ 

State Area 

Tennessee 51 546 acres 

Tennessee ~es.48 " 

1!1. euri. sei pp! l,~22 " 
Kentuoq 110 fl 

Maryland 47 " 

Vi.rginia l ir in 
process ot 
9 ns.bli shlllent 

Mia~issippi 1 acre 

Louisiana 15 aares 

P1Min9ylvania 1 a 

N@w York 

in prOCASS of 
~tstabliabmant 

SO acres 

l acre 
in prooeea of 
establishment 

1 a.ere 

1 ~ere 

Tablet on walls 
or logation 
compound 
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Big Hole Battle.field 

Ce.brlllo Monwaent 

Castle Pinckney 

Father Millet Oros~, 

Fort Marion 

Fort Uatmimae 

Fort Pulaski 

Moriwether Lewis 

!dound City Group 

Pn'ISCELLANEOUS Ml~ORIALS 

State .A!ltl 

Uontana 5 acres 

California ?1,910 sq. ft. 

South Carolina ! 1/2 acres 

~ew York .0074 acre 

Florida 18.09 acres 

Florida l acre 

Georgia 20 acree 

Tennessee WO acres 

Ohio 57 " 

Camp Blount Tablets, Lincoln County, 'Ienneesee {not yet established) 

Kill Devil Hill Monument, Kitty Hawk, North Carolina 547 acres 

leY Echota Marker Georgia 1 acre 

The above list gives tho impre~r1ion that the acceptance of 
these areaa baa been a matter of chance, innuenced by t,emporar,y loosl 
presmire, r&t.bffl" thnn the result of wall-considered ~eJ.ection. Sozae of 
these areas nra of the highezt. importance; others are much lower in 
the scale of interfl;:~t and value. It. can not be said that the list 
represents t.l~G oi1tstendinR national 8hrines of American history. 

The National Park S@rvioe now administers Washington's Birthplace 
ar.d Colonial National ~·>numents. & number of other hist~rical si tea 
have baa proposed for national ·parks or §lenwnant.s.. If the Park 
Ct=!rvize i:; to pla.7 a p.a.1·t in thh field 1 t ie V'lry desireJ:~le that a 
program should be worked out in advn.noe, and progreris gl1id~d tottTard a 
definite objective. 
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Tne hiBtory of a nation is made up of progr~ss in evory field 
of human endeavor. CGcnnorce, industry, inve?Jtion and li~ature 
are but u. fer. of the aoti vi tiGlS that have pkyed e. J.~e ~ in the 
hi~Of'1 of tlill:9 o-:>untry. ?he li9t of toportant events ia almost 
\"ti th out limit. 

In cons i dering events of M,tiotllll import.'.lnce, tho aota of the 
Govs!'?Unent claim f ir at consideration. Such a list woul d incJ.ude 
l'rnrG, treaties, l ccri slatiwe acts, etc .. A war may hnva loss effect 
on tho progreas of a nntion than aI1 invention, but the \"far is 
carried on by tho n.~tion, wboreaa tho invontion may be an individue.l 
achievement. 

American hiatory onn bo separ;;.ted. into ite raa.ny important epochs 
which ROul d include: 

E:arly discovery ano explo!~at.ion, 
u~r of the nevolution, 
vfor of 1812, 
Maxicuu War, 
Civil Um.•, 
Iodlan wr.u·s, 
S?ani ::ih Y!ar, 
lforld Viar . 

The selection of the m:>$r• important evente of ~ri ch v;ar ~nuld 
involve tho cons i d'3ration of such topic3 P.3: 

'Evrmta l!mdint to or cai.1sinf1 the ~ar, 
:)pE-'llin ~ And clo3ing engago;nent:;, 
Turniov. f)o ints of campaigns , 
~n~ag o~t'.l'llts that F..re conspicuou3 for 

tho number of men angaired , extent 
'!f lo:.>:'0s, heroism, e.1tc., 

Places th~)t !"lsrt the birth, do·~t!:l 1-l :i<l out­
~tnnding events in thtl livos of the 
great.eDt. national fi 2;"ures , such a.s 
prP-sidents and fenc~~ls, ere also to be 
con nlcfrrod. 

From ~'Uch a st'..idv one mi ,.,ht iilR.ke U:'.) a li $t. ::Jf n hun:iren o:r more i • .. • 11. • 
event~ of outstendine national importance. Th€.> ::os~ co::rpet~t_!!nd /!l; .r.."'1f · · 

a~1thorutative f.istori!Uls of thP. cou.ntrv C5.n then b~ nskod to li2t • . ~ 

-tn~sa evanta in thP. ordf'lr of their ispor-tance . ~o two man \:t.:iuld 
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&gree exactl.7 but in this mamier a list could be secured which 
would represent the conoensu& of opinion of the greatest events 
b Amari.ea bi.story, &Dd tbeir approximat.e order of importance. 

Some events are not connected with a specific place which 
is susceptible of being marked, and for a vrn·tety of rM\eone DtG.nY 
locations ·tltf important events would not be suitable for national 
mouumet'lte. · · From au.ob e. list howover 1 a program could be shaped. 
One could say "All things being oonsidered, tbfa11e &rft the moat 
desirable national mon.ttmEmts. 11 Ne project far down on the list 
would be eli~.,ible for consideration until thoae of gr0~t~r importance 
bad been paeflSd upon. 

J\nothf''r method of approach is to ask each State Historioal 
Soei~t:r to furnish a short liet, in order of impor~ce, of the 
places in its state, wheres the most important events hnve occurred, 
or the placea best adaptod to national monuments. From these 
li~ts a national list may than be prepared. This method would give 
an interesting check on tho othor more comprehenGiva and more 
reliable method. 

'fhe suitability f'or national monuments or many b.ietorical 
areas would be determined primarily by Belaction of the list of 
events which it. itJ so::;t import.ant to aommemora.ta. In~;pection of 
the areas t~emselves would come &ft~"?' the selection of a list, 
rather than before. Th~re may be some oe.!lee whare old buildinee 
or other existing structures will ~ive add~ w~ight to the 
desira.bility of an nreo.. 

Very truly yours, 

~-10-
~:!'Uperlntendent, 
Yellowstone National P~rk. 
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