UNITED STATES

IN ANSWERIN?-’REFER TO

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON
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The Director,
Hational Park Bervics,
Wasghington, D. 0.

Desr ¥r., DMrector:

As requested, the following note
splection of nstional historical ares

ere submltted regarding the

The list of present battlefield sites and nationsl historiesl
smonuament s administerad by the War Department i asg followa:

HATIONAL

TLITARY PARES

Chickamsugr snd Chattanooga Hationel
Military Park

Port Donelson Wetional MWilitary Park

Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania
County Battle Fields Memorial

Getiysburg Rationel Hilitary Park

Guilford Uourthouse Hational #ilitery

Park

Eings Mountaln National dilitary Park

Hoores Craek National Militery Park

Petersburg Nationel Milliery Park

Itate Aresg

Goorgla and

Tennegsoos 5,9%E sores
Tenmessee 95,18 *

In progesas of
Virginie antablishment

Pannaylvania  Z,727 sores

Horth Carolina 110 meroes
“outh Caroling In process of
#ptablishment

Ltres undeternined,

Hortk Carolina 20 scree
Virginls In process of
arhablisghment

Aree undetermined,



Shiloh Wetional Hilitary Park
Stones River National Military Park
Vicksburg Bational Military Park
Abraham Lincoln National Park

Fort HoHenry Hational Park

tntietam Battlefield

Appomsitox,

Brices Cross Roads

Chalpette ¥omument and Srounds

Cowpsns
Fort Necessity

Kenesaw Mountain

Honooacy

Santiago, Cuba
Tupelo
Thite Pleins

Peking, China

LFTELD SITES

State
Tennesses
Tannessas
#iusiesippl
Kantucky
Haryland

¥aryland
VYirginia

#iepsizsippi
Louisiana
Zouth “owglina

Pannoylvania

Heorgia

M¥aryland

Hignissippi

¥ew York

Ares
8,548 aores
ZPEM48 OV
1,722 "
110 "
47 "

40 acres
1 ® in
procass of
astsblishment
1 acre

15 acres

1l actks

1 ®
in process of
nstabl {shment
80 acres

1 acre
in proocess of
astablishment

1l acre

1 acre

¥onument
Tablet on walls

of legation
compound



Be
NATIOHAL EONUMENTS
State Area
Big Hole Battlefield Hontana 5 acres
Cabrillo Honument California 71,910 sq. %,
Cestle Pinckney South Carolina £ 1/2 acres
Father ¥illet Crosz, Yew York «0074 aore
Fort Harion Florids 18,09 acres
Fort Y¥atanasas Florida 1 acre
Fort Pulas¥ki Georgla 20 ancres
Heriwether Lewis Tennesgsee 300 acres
Yound Clty Croup Ohie 57 ®
¥ISCELLAMFOUS ¥EMORIALS
Camp Blount Tablets, Lincoln County, Tennessse (not yet established)

¥ill Devil Hill Honument, Kitty Hawk, North Caroline 547 acres

¥ew Echota Mariusr Georgla 1 acre

The above list gives the impresaion that the acceptance of
these areas has been a matter of chance, inflnenced by temporary local
presmurs, rathar than the result of well-considered s<lectlion, Some of
these areas are of the highsst {wmportance; others sre mach lower in
the geale of interest and value. It can not be sgid that the list
represents the ontetending nationel chrines of American history,

The Hatlonal Park Service now admlnisters Washington?s Birthplace
and Coloniel Wetional E numents. A number of other historical sites
have been proposed for ngtional parks or monuments. If the Park
Jervice 1s to play a part in this fleld it is very cesirsble that a
progranm should be worked out in advance, and progress puided toward a
dafirnite objective,
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The history of a nation is made up of progress in every field
of human endeavor. Commerce, industry, invention =nd literature
are but a fov of the activities that have pleyed & large part in the
history of this country. The list of rtant events is almost
without limit.

In considering events of nstional importance, the acte of the
Government claim first consideration, Such s 1ist would include
wars, treaties, lepisletdwe acts, etc, A war may have lees effect
on the progress of a anation than an invention, but the war is
garried on by the nation, wrheress the invention may be an individuel
achisvement.

American history can be sepgsrated into itz many important epochs
which would include:

Early discovery and exploration,
Yizar of the Revolution,

fiar of 181EZ,

Kexican War,

Civil Var,

Indlan wars,

Bpanish Var,

Tiorld War,

The selection of the most important eventse of sach wer would

involve the congideration of such toplez aa:

Tvants leading to or causing the war,

Opening and closing engagcments,

Turning points of campsiens,

Engagemants that are conspicuous for
the number of men engaged, exient
of losses, heroism, stc,,

Placer that mark the birth, death znd out-
standing evenis in the Iives of the
greatest national figures, such as
presidents and penersls, zrs also to be
consldrered,

From =uch a study one mlsht make up a 1ist of s hundred ar more
avents of outsianding national imporisnce. The most compateg&_ggg_ﬁ,ng
. suthoratative historians of the couniry can them be asked to list ©
~¢ Amese events in the order of their imporiasnce, %o twc men would

§
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- agres exactly but in this manner a list could be secured which
would reopresent the concensus of opinion of the greatest events
in Anerican history, snd their approximate order of importancs,

Some svants are not connected with a specific place which
is suscepiible of being marked, and for a variety of ressons many g
locstions &f important events would not be sultable for natiomal
mopunents, Prom such a 1list however, a program could be shaped,
One could msay "All thinge being considered, thess are the most
desirable national monuments.? Ho projeet far down or the 1list
wvould be ellgible for consideration until thone sf vreatnr importance
had bean passuesd upon.

Anoth~r method of approach 1s to ask each 3tatec Historieal
Socliety to furnish & short list, in order of imporisncs, of the
places in 1ts siate, whers the most important events have occurred,
or the places best adapted to nationsl monuments, From these
lizts & national li=st msy then be prepared. This method would give
an interestlng check on the other more comprehensive and mors
reliable method,

The suitebilityfor netional momumente of many historiecal
arsas would be determined primarily by selaction of the list of
events which it is most important to commemorate, Inspection of
the arsas themselves would come after the sslection of a list,
rather than before. Thare may be some cmsee whare old bulldings
or other existing structures will wive added walght io the
desirgbility of an area,.

Very truly yours,

o e

superintendent,
Yellowstone National Park,



