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the matter with him and he furnished the bulletin mentioned above, 
but hastened to assure me that the proposal for Daniel Boone National Forest 
Park was made in that fashion because it seemed impossible at the t ime to 
have the area controlled as a straight National Park. The committee which 
was headed by Colonel Adams felt that this compromise was a step in the right 
direction. Colonel Adams further assured me that the committee would never be 
content until the area was taken over by the Department of the Interior and 
administered by the National Park Service. 

It should be pointed out here that a very large portion of the area 
included within the boundary described and outlined elsewhere in this report 
i s now owned by the United States Government and is under the jurisdiction of 
the.United States Forest Service. Some fine stands of beautiful timber remain 
on the part now a National Forest, but to see it cut for commercial purposes 
is enough to break one's heart , especially where it is closely associated with 
outstanding geographical and geological features such as Table Rock. The Grand­
father Mountain Area is now owned by Mr. Hugh A. McRae of Wilmington, N. C. I 
have been informed that only recently has t he balance of the commercial timber 
l eft on the area been cut for use as pul p wood which means that the area. has 
been skinned. 

It is the opinion of this Inspector that this area consideration 
of a serious sort even with all its political dynamite. Undoubtedly any effort 
made to convert the National Forest area into a National Park will meet with 
opposition from t he Federal end as well as opposition from the State Forest 
Service . It is my information that Holmes and the former director of the 
Department of Conservation and Development, Colonel Harrelson, actively resisted 
the attempt made to convert this area into a National Park in 1932. 

(Sgd) L. A. Sharpe 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTiVJF_,NT OF THE I NTE'JUOH 

NATI ONAL PARK SERVICE 
BRANCH OF PLANNING 
EXTENSION DIVISION 

PROPOSED NATIONAL PARKS & MONUMENTS -----
(Form of r eport f r om Regi onal Officers) 

To be typed throughout . 

100502 

Letter of transmittal : To be attached (summary and reconunenda.tl·')n) 
Name of Project: DANI EL BOONE NATI ONAL PARK 
Location -(state , county, di stance and directi on fror:i kno?m city) 
NORTH C.AROLIN.P_- Y.ANCEY, BURKE, AVERY, CALDWELL AND WILKES COUNTIES 
Vicinity Asheville , Burnsvj.lle , Boone , Blowing Rock, Marion, N. C. 
Area - Total Acres Approx. 600 SqUllre Miles. 

Bomdarie s - (description , referenc.:e to ma.ps to be attached) 

Proposed : See letter of transmittal and map a t tached 

Recommended : ' As proposed 

Accessi bility : 

Railwc..y: 
Highwo.y: 
Airline: 
W:.tterway : 

Accessibl e by highway, Railway and air but not 
by water 

Major characteristics - (Indic~3te tnose whi ch are outstanding end 
attach additional infor ;;iation if necessary) 

1. Scenic features -- (topography·; el ev2 tion, ;::>l.:int covf:r, 
~ water , etc . ) : , 

Mountainous, 2500 to 6000 + elev. , Plant cover spruce , balsam, hemlocA:, 
rhododendron and associated r+ora Contains much water, strea~ and. 
waterfalls, includin~ Linville Fails, -Lijville Gorge and Linv-ille River• 
2 . Historical or 9renistoric f eat1rros: 

Relatively unimportCl.Ilt 

3 . Geological f0atures : 
Grandfather Mountain, Table Rock, Linville Gorge 
particularl y i nteresting 

., 
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4 . Recrea t i on&l Possi bili t i es (if compatibl e with pro j ec t ) 

Nati onal : Si mil ar to the Great Smokies National 
Park . Park t o Park Highway will pass through the entire 
length of the proposed park Area. Alr eady many sw.all towns 
l ocated on the borders of the area a.re almost entirely 
supported ~oct8urist traffic 

Esti mated population wHhin a radiurs of 50 miles: 
100 II 

200 II 

5 . Bi ological features: 

Vegetat i ve : Tr ees , shrubs and herbaceous mat erial in 
great variety. 

Wildlife : Game of all sorts , fish in comparative 
abundance 

Need f or conser vati on: Great need for conservation as f ar ming ca.uses the 
l and to erode badly and the cutting of t i mber by t he Forest Service and 
private companies is removing practically all of t he virgin growth 

Rel ative i mpor tance in compar ison wi t h areas of si milar 
nature elsewh8re : 

Comparable to the Great Smokies 

Possi ble d8velopment -

Recreati onal f acilit ies (if compatible wi t h pr oj ect ) : 
Should provide the same type of facility to be had in the 
Great Smokies 

Ut ili ti0s -

Vle.ter supply: Water generally abundant 

Par king space, capacity : unlimited 

Campgr ound si tes , capaci t y : adequate 
14 

Light and power facilit i e s : easily avail able 

2 
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Sewerage disposal f ac:i.li t iee : 

Capacity for handling of visHor s: 

Practicability of administrat i on and pr otocUon: 

Should be easily administered and pr otected 

Other land uses -

Mining resources : 

Mica and feldspar principal mining products 

Agricultural re.".lources : 

General farming , corn etc. 

Grazing : 

Flocks of sheet noticed f r equently 

Cultivated crops : 

Corn, potatoes , tobacco , wheat , oats , rye, appl es 

Timb0r : Most of the area has been heavily cut over and parts 
badly burned especi al ly in the vicinity of Mt. Mi tchel l. Many tracts 
of t imber r emain untouched but the Forest Service and private companies 
are rapidly depleting the supply of virgin timber . 

~hmting & F·ishing uses : 
Game and fish abound and could be increased by adequate protection 

Power Resour ces : 

~ 
Irriga t i on Resources : 

5 

' 



Reproduced from the Unclassified I Declassified Holdings of the National Archives 

1005::.2 

Ovmership : 

Railways : 
State: 
M1micipali ties : 
Pri vate : 

1224(Mt . Mitchell SP) acres 

200 .. sq. mi. 
T-::•tal alienated .lands 

Mining cla ims: 
Grazing permits and withdrawals : 
Power permits: 

Total permi t acreage 

Nati onal forest lands : (purchased or proposed) 
Public domain: 
Recl amation projscts: 
Indian lands : 

Total public land::; 

Total acreage 

400 sq. mi . 

400 ... sq • mls . 

Land Valu0s : Vary greatly. US Forest Service has purchased greater part of 
proposed area at nominal prices. 

History of project : Sponsored by a committee headed by Col. D.W. Adams 
Old Fort , N.C. See letter of transmittal 

Local a tti tude : See letter of transwittal 

Persons interested : See letter of t ransmittal 

Itinerary (Sheet to be attaclir:::d) 

Bi bliography: 

List of photographs , maps and printed information submitted : 
(Sh8et to be a.ttacl1ed) 

~ 

Note : Alf maps which are specially prcparE:d by tht~ 
Regional Offic0s should con.form to one of th<; 
following f;tandard s izes: 

Lctte:r size - 181! x 24" 24 11 x 36 11 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE PARK DIVISION 

'\ i\l"" \.. : ,1.1 ,, . :- ~·- . '!.'HIRD REGIONAL OFFICE 
'~" R 1:ri- ... , ·· 2100 ·qerrtro.l 1-ia-i;imml Bank Bldgo 

JLJN 9 7 1L1·°'1-, .... RICHMOND:. VIRGINIA 
,...,, V \..; v '.....{ 

/ 

ll441l . '· s ,,,../' June 26 , 1935 
s A rx n~.:----"' 

Stat e Park ECV: 
Washingt o11, 1J . C. 

Gentl emen: Subj ect: Daniel Boone National Park, 
North Carolina 

Please refer to your memorl:;lndum t o Regional Officers dated 
iiiay 17th rel ati ve to areas whi ch have been proposed for administr a­
tion by this Service . 

We a;>pend hereto a copy of a report from Regional Inspector 
L. A. Sharpe on the area noted in the 11bove sub ject , together with 
Form 100532 properly filled out and a pamphlet and letter from Col­
onel Adams mentioned in his report. A State Highvmy map of North 
Carolina, a l so enclosed, shm·1s the location of the area. 

Yours very truly, 

H. E. v; ea therwax 
Regional Officer 

:::rd 27 r a\./'-"'\.;"'.,..- ~~f 
A. P. Bursley 
As sis taut . . Regional Officer 

• 
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Jtf'J' i I Ch : 

7/11/35-. 

Referenc·e is made to the attached form r eport. on the pro-

posed Daniel Boone National Park, the Table Rock , Grandfather 

Mtn., and Linville Gorge r egion of North Carolina. 

Was Col. Adams , the gentleman who talked to you about this 

area a few days ago? 

1t appears to me that this area is merel y a second smoky 

Mountains . As it is at a aons iderabl e distance from the Great 

smoky Mtns. Nat ional Park, it could hardly b~ considered as an 

extension to that park. 

If you agree with me, I wil l draft a disapproval, and 

the Director signs it, will notify the Regional Officer and 

ask that the proposel be giv:en no further encouragement . 

' 
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·------- UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
' 

-~-·---- . WASHINGTON 
6W°i\L P:\HK S[ R.l.'!(;•t , 

RECEi\IED '-., 

~'7 s E p 1 7 ,935 ~ \ 
\ 

I cr--p 7 133 c . / .J _ ,, .._ I J 
s 

~L~ 

Memorandum. for the Directort 

A.map showing the proposed Daniel.Boon& National Park, 
and a report submi t'ted. by the 'lhircl Eegional Oft:icer o:r the 
St'ate ltark Jli,vision, are attaa:hed. 

Th& area. a.ppea:rs to be: similar to the. Great Smoky 
!fi.0unta·1ns. National Park. ks it is same di.stance from. the 
Great Silrokies., it would aaem inadvisa,ble to consi.der it as 
an extension to that park. 

It. is. recommended. that this area be disapproved 
and removed f'r001 our pennenent lia;t of preposed areas. 

Approved: 

Enel.. 686262 

Conrad I.. Wirth • 
.Ass-istant Direetor. 


