
-~-•7;,. 

.,,V ·,:..,..),•~""• ~.,.•,d-,.,•,!,~i·•••·!:-.,'sl_,•.-,_•,•,'!;:l, ••,•• .. 1'·,., • " ,._ y' :·· _,;;.,,.;..,c',•i,', 
,, •• ....,. . .' ., •- ,, v_ ..,. ,1:,;,..:...·..''•1',:~• ':. ••,.1~{-~~'5~~•,.i•·~.,.,...,- . 

f.:.. -..,~-~-~~ .. :~'f;t·,•· ,U), ·-1r.'.: :::· i ~--:-··,,1 . :;ff..,-._ -~ _ '" ·<t t•·•,•.~ -~-r~-----~·~•-"·:-,'.:.. 

~-~-'.r:·' \ 

10-23 
(May 1929)· 

• U-N ITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEHl~R 

' I 

LAST DATE O}T,TOP . 
\,c,;'•',. '.' 
~-~ .• ,., -i' . 
f" ~, --t -----~-----------~·-·t... • ~-

J . 

NATI ON.AL PARK SERVICE: 

. uv~.R~-~J!!'..~_! .... NATIONAL PAR_K • 

PROPOSED 
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J, I - IMPORTANT . 
,· .. ·1 This file constitutes a part of the official records of the t-·,, ;National Park Service and. should not be separated or papers . 

J· '; .. 1.,.{yithdrawn without express' authority of the official in charge. 
r ,· I All Files-should be returned promptly to the File Room. 1 . Officials and ·employees "'.ill be held responsible for failure 
•• , tQ observe these rules, --w:h1ch are n~c.essary to protect the 

i-ntegrity of the official records. , · • • 
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LOCATION: 

HISTORY 

Alm 
REMARKS: 

fmd 

PROPOSED UWHA .... 1-IBIE MOUNTA.INS NATION.AL PARK, 
NORT'rl CAROLINA.. 

In Randolph,, Montgomery, $tanley and Davidson C.ounties., 
west of the: city of .Asheboro. 

Cont.ains virgin forest of balsam. Contains·72,0.0Q 
aares. A.t the request of' Congressman Doughton and, 
Senator Bailey, the Director has req_ues.ted Supt. 
Eakin o.f the Great Smokies to make an ins·pection , 
as to the· possibilities of this area as a national 
park. 
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PROPOSED UWI:I&RRIE MOUNTAINS NA.TL. PARK, 
NORTH CAROLINA. •. l 

I 

I 

Located in Randolph~, Montgomery, Stanley· a~d Davidson ,jCounties, 
west of' the. aity of Asheboro. C.ontains v;ii'gin forest ~of • 
Balsam. • Approximate•ly 72, 000 acres. 1 

' At t,he request. of Congressman Doughton and Senator Baile.y,, 
the Directo:n- has requested lV-1r. Toll and Supt. Eakin to' make 
an inspection of this area as·to its possibili.ties asa 
national park. However, ])J'.lr. Wirth is of the opinio'n :t,hat 
the area would :µot meet the national park standards. 

Awaiting. investigation by :Mr. Toll and Supt. Eakin. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
j 



JOHN B. HARRIS 
EDITOR 

STANLY NEWS J\.ND PRESS 
ALBEMARLE, N. C. 

Oct 13 ,1933 1 

.. , Hon Jo~ iah W Ba.1 ley, 

Washington, D C 

1 Dear Sir: 

1' 

I am enclosing a cmipping from our paper today· 

rega.rdtng the establishment of a na.tiona'i park in our 

cowit7l I would appr,ecia.te it very much if' you would 

call the a. ttention of the proper author! ties to the 

Uwharrie mounts.in range, and ask them to investigate 

its possibilities• 

With best wi~hes, I am 

Very truly yours, 

_____ ,__,, I~ 
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\ Charlotte-_Paper 
Says Proposition 
Can be 'Put Over' 1 

] 

Townsend Should Lead 
Movement, Says Editor. 

Several Thousand Acres 
In Mountain Range on 
The Yadkin is Avail­
able for National Park. 

Interest is growing in the pro­
posal of Stanly to create a Na­
tional Park reservation in the 
range of Uwharrie mountains in 
this county, and the Charlotte Ob­
server, in an editorial Thursday 
morning, suggests that residents in 
this section get behind the proposi- , 
tion and "put it over". The Ob- , 
server further suggests that Oliver· 
C. Townsend be made leader of the 
movement to impress on govern­
ment officials the splendid oppor­
tunity for the creation of a na­
tional park in this section. 

The complete editorial, as it ap­
peared in the Observer, is as .fol- ( 
lows: r 

The Observer has often marveled , 
at the neglect of one of North Car- f 
olina's most impressive scenic as- s 
sets, which is the Uwharrie moun- r. 
tains that rise in Randolph county l: 
and run to a fade-out in South , 
Carolina,- walling the Yadkin and r. 
Pee Dee in their course. The 
Uwharries appear on no map, an- i 
cient..or modern, nor has any t 
thought been given to the geologi- e 
cal antiquity of the Uwharries, the e 
ranges and. peaks of which were 1, 
probably raised up when the Al­
leghanies were in the • making. ] 
These inland mountains, however, 
are destined to be brought into Na­
tional consideration, because some ! 
of the enterprising and prideful . 
citizens of Stanly and Montgomery ' 
counties are now moving to convert 
the mountain areas of these two 
counties into a National Park ·res- ( 
ervation, a proposition that should 
make appeal to the whole ·state. 
The keystone tracts of the Uwhar-

(Continued on ];>age Ten) 
ries are ·owned by -Mr. J. M. Mor­
row • feature of his possession be­
ing 'a dominating peak from which 
an expansive view is obtained i the 

' Badin subsidiary of the Alummum 
Company of America; the No1:th 
Carolina Power company and m­
dividuals controlling from 1,000 to 
5,000 acres. The total acreage so 
grouped amounts to about 20,000 
acres and assurance is given of its 
availability for park purposes at 
low costs. The gwners o'f scatter-
ed farm holdings involved have not 
been consulted, but local authorities 
estimate the total of this requisite 
additional area to be less than 4,-
000 acres. The individual corpora­
tions and owners · of the larger 
areas will give active support to -
the National Park proposition. 

T.his is one of the best projects 
so far advanced in the state .and 
with co-operation of the people of 
Stanly and Montgomery counties, it 
can be eventually "put over". An 
organized movement by the resi­
dents of that section is all that is 
needed to secure favorable action I 
by the government. The Observer \ 
is suggesting' Mr. Oliver C. Town­
send, of Albemarle, as leader in 
this movement, for he is a man 
peculiarly-well-equipped for work 
of. the kind that is required. The 
Uwharrie National would be a tre­
mendously valuable asset for the 
·state. 
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JOSIAH WILLIAM BAILEY, N.C,, CHAIRMAN 

PARK TRAMM!il.L, FLA,· ARTHUR CAPPER, KAAs., 
HIJBERT D, STEPHJ::NS, MISS, JOHN G. TOWNSEND, JR,, DEL, 
HUGO L, BLACK, ALA. WALLACE H, WHITE, JR,, MAINE 
MARCUS A. COOLIDGE, MASS. FREOERIC C, WALCOTT, CONN, 
M. M. LOGAN, KY. WARREN R. AUSTIN, vr. 

THAD PAGE, CLERK 

G) 
I 

Mr. A. E . Demaray, 
National Park Service, 
Department of the Interior, 
Washington~· .D. 'C:. 

' 
Dear Mr, Demara~: 

I, am dire~t'.ed,, by, Senator' :Bailey to enclose for 
your consideration the attached letter from Mr. John 
:S, Harris,' Albermarle,, North Carolina, to which is 
attached a clipping from the Charlotte Observer, 
relative· to the establishment of a National Park in 
the Uwharrie Mountain range. Senator Bailey will 
be grateful for arry consideration that may be given 
this matter. • 

·Very truly yours, 

~d~ 
Secretary. 

2 enclosures. 

I· 
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UNITED STAT.f;S 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF 

NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

_WASHINGTON 

• :8•01, -'tlQ $m.ttot ,oeiilh: w • !:l~tlq. 
v.111, s~at•• s.a,.,, • 
W'a•h_llEJffll1 l)~ if• 

- »eat •.•• Pqe~ 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

• :~ lilat~ :,e~e1,-4: 19V let:t♦'it ot Oet~ibo:,· l.:ih ta,ensnU,ttt:na a i~tt&f' 
flt~ b.,_ J'o.}pf. 9,~--:ftu:vt•~: Al~~l•· Mo~• Ol.li4lf.~•,; AAil ~ ellpp1n• ff~ the 
.CMflttt•-·•'b•••i,/ ia ~t•~ell,♦ ·t~ '.th• Jts•U»U,t\1 ot e-s-bltahi- • na1il$.Ud 
~~ ''\ tlt-tfW~~e Mttw;rta~n r.JU$•if. -

'fM•--~-• Jmt ll;G'IOr oe,n pi-•e,enied to Q ai8· • ;p~QJQ'lt4 na1:i0ll.al 
~- Q.d; -~11.lefOl'♦,.'.t•;;h~,,.., r.itTtJI ltl'tl:l\ J,t t-Ua1dettati;-()lh Wtlt io .ti~t.. -l;;e"(e, 
, ..... ,,. th$.'1 ~,- ~•-. ~r. •<t-1'alwt po1a,,eta 1h• \:)!ld~~-t,~ -~~i~ q.Ui$J.l 1Ji\\UJ 
.. ~ .. , .. ...._. •.· • ~d!oii• iii: .ill<· 'ft'.•- _ iJ, • .,.,..;'\;hi• .,__ • 1(1'Q _."!; • .._~l,;• !I'( ,~- ··-..,'i, ,t., ~:.· .--.. l'tta11~•{i,C JI!',., . --...-• •. Q-q.~y -.'NI u ,J; n~ ,~,!Iii•• _,,t ~QJ..., pa)!,fl,,a 
Qt ••1&1ll4lllth\ Q'' -.a,. of -oo•••• .-~4 Ul'lt Qeaa • ~••ff•-A~. ott'ittt~t~ 
l&Jlittei,e qu.al.1:11~• ti a· JJPtticul.w type,~ • • 

• . Whi• - ♦ftl<tt, --~•-.u•tJa \Hf\ !~teNs~4 1~ l~t»t:\t- ,u,, i,t.Jk , 

4e'ftl.Opa1Jt, 11~ 1J2• •r.toua :eta•• fUld sin• tl',t• -'b♦gi!UJ.lng ut iih~ d.op;aet.-t&'#lotl 
proehJ.ll·lAlt· .,,, ..... "'"'· b••· i• dl~~o, o.~~taot Wlib Gt~~j J~ls:-t>t~Jllil:ti,ons. 
~.~--ib.••· .O-Oli:t~1-• •• -~YMJ1•t• JblA: tt, );)•c,••-·~·~· f$1lllt~,u~ 'thei,t WQi"k 
U4 ---ta ~1J-1A• .i.tb ~,.t~ 1tiatt,,;Ja:rl p~q~•• We 4• not beltevil t~t N•i-tk 
tatoi1u. ,_ha• .0,. t1SU. 'fl.4\'411tt.gt ot· I,. -tta,.. pi\~ ,OS&thlU1td. N• dr>ubt 
tho :u,,l).a.:•t• Momitdn ~q we1llll« 'bu-. l40U1 :11,$,t~atad 'lff 11ate JQk ~o,e1. 
--.~efol."~ I 1 1qge.,, lh,et ;1h• •t•'• att1hO.lll1t.l$i a1_ivt .it ton..tltl~iaiii81).. • -a p,4Q·stbl.t 

. e.-.·te pu.Jt.: 

. A$ '" QQlft ioh& ltd•llla1 GO'.bhl\l.,~t .1$$ illken. f't'ttl 1u1~-awnin:tJftr, .... 
UoA r>t $b♦ · (l:reat $mo_. M.~'MlM ;Nti;:J.o,n~l. l>alki balr.t ot Wl:i1<ih 1.ts1 in Ji'1f1'th 
~otua. · .1'h.1.• p .... Wll•• o-..»lA'hd.., ld:U 4.Qtdial,n 4121,:000 ll(i:t4UJ- -81\ld '.C'Jll 'be 
of peet ul.u-t •• a t,u:tt1 •"ti•c-iii11~ - tbe stwth i• cen•hl. «m<l . ~,p~e1.~,­
to -~l'\b Oa.,ollU Ud ,........... I 44 'bttlie-'t'e t'.ba'ti th• .$'\late. e.b;oulct ·tue 
M'ftU);tag• ot thi• a1tno·tton anti it-velc»> • it JJWltt 1)4.l'k: •.1•1i• t~ ht1:p ro~4 Q'U.t 
tht Ja#lt posatbU.tU•• in 1h~ 4~~1,11♦. 

"{,e'lr( truly J<tU#,, 

A. ll• ~&Ji' 
A«¥aoo:t-tt Pite~to"t • 

--- --------
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_ASHEBORO CHAm CCMP~ 
r 

:Furniture M~uf'act~rs • 

HQn. 7os1~ w.,Bailey, Senator, 
Waehington, D. C. 

My dea~ ~nator: 

..j\.sheboro, N. c. 
October 25, 1933. 

if the newspa~rs_ have the correct information, the government is 
becaning interested in .the UWharrie mountains of Montgomery and Stanley 
Counties a~ a national part. 

Th& pe.ople of this section 110uld greatly appreciate your good 
effort$ 1n 1nf'luenetng the committee or observation to etop at Asheboro 
on their tour and look over this chain ot mountains lying in Randolph 
county._ 

By tar 'f;he l~rger, tallel' and bettel'.' p,:,,rt ot the UWharrie mountains 
lie just to the west of Aeheboro in Randolph county, and so c~t and crossed 
by atrefJDls. and valleys, anq piles and acatte.red around by nature in eu~h 
pr,otusion as to present a beautifUl view. 

With beat of •!shes, I am, 

Yo~a very truly, 

Signed. J". o. Redding. 
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UNITED STAffES 1 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR' (!JI' 
1
~----· f '. J 

OFFICE OF _NATIONAL PARKS, ,/,; (o 7 
BUILDING:A::~N:;~:RVATIONS l~·; b/4 ~(/ 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

October 26, l933. o/ 
-

Memorandum for Mr. Wirth: 

I made an appointmen-t for you tomorrow morning at ten o'clo~k at room 
l315 of the House Office/Building, with Congressman Doughton of North 
Carolina, who is the Chairman of·the Ways and Means Committee of the House 
of Representatives and one of the most powerful figures in tha.t body. He 
is one of our old friendsl 

He says some of his constituents are pushing him to have~ ~ational 
park created somewhere in the area of his constituency (he mentibned it to 
me, but_I did not get it because- the phone was working badly) and·would 
like to talk it over with I somebody here. I told him I would come along 
with you if I possibly could but doubted very much that I could inake it. 
Take a map

1 
of North Carolina along with you in or~er to make sury of getting 

from him some approximate location of the area . .H.e_will doubtless want 
to have'it 1 inspected by somebody in the Park Service. 

On that point I mentioned to him that years ago when the S_outhern 
Appalachian Park Commission was working on the plan to establish a na­
tional park in the southern Appalachians, which resulted in their.finally 
selecting the Great Smokies area of North Carolina, they went all over 
this southern park area and eliminated everything in favor of the Smoky 
area. I told him that I had no hope at all for recognition of this area 
for national park status and he agreed that that probably would be so but 
on the other hand he wanted to do everything possible to oblige his con­
stituents. 

Please .see him and malce your report to me. 

' . -·- ---- _j 



UNITED STATES 
·' 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF 

NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

It<>l\.-l\Obtl'i 1..- ~QtJ$hto~.t 
itl!\Se ()f ReJ>l'O<G~ilt-. u 1'&$' 

• Wa~h111$ili)ll., D" 0 • 

My dee:!t Mt"• no~t~J 

WASHINGTON 

111-., Wirtli he:·a ,~l,1~:t'~M ~ m~ on ~lte m~(lt1lllg 1ihat t~~k pl.a~~ 

1n 1~ otrto• ,~ste~ay. tll(>l"~J.♦I• 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

W~ tlulll l)e glad to make ~ tn,-ea1tlgtftd,ori, ot th~ Uwh~:rl'te 

Mtuntai•• at e.. pll'opos•il ;natt:o:ua~ ~k,., aR 1eu; :1:~qu.E.u1tei,, '.l'ho tnv~u .. 

gaUiG>31 will b$ ma.a• •• B<iioxt al ptil\li.s.1~le·, ·tmll\ ;vou and Sena~~-1~~le¥ .\1:ltll. 

b• ~otif'ied betQ11s ~he in:apeo!ho:;t c,u,witve,t. no tnia, you \fill be tulr. 1llt~rmeci. 

ve-,,, t~y yo~:re $' 

(Set-D.) A.'.RNO B. CAMMERER 

AJn-Q )h Q8ltl1llllt'ol1., 
:Oil!'neto~. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF 

NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

Son• l<>GM ifll kll.l$f • 
Vial te.4 State, $.tAt41• • 

waahb1;:t;oa. 'P•1 Q, 

My 4ea:ir S1JJ.Uttt1' Batle;i 

WASHINGTON 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

M,..,: W1l"1h WAI t;epf#tf« IQ mt on th$ nieettng that took J.l.f!qe t~ 

o.ona~esssaan 9ought~n•s otti.Qe yas'tleri.tY aol"nt~, At •hi~ 1P~ ••.orv-e-t~r, 

a,, Je.ge., wa..s :p:te11•.a.•, 

?he }n$i,tltlg ·was 11 Nte:renof:J to ~ p01db£llt1 or b:ret.tlga.tiq 

'1:1.t Vfh.anl, MOWltaua a• a ptG;t,t8o4 nattona;J. ,,,.~, • 1,1:r, Witt.:b t1attli't 

that ,~-u fU14 Mr, t)o~~n Wtta ,.,,, .,A iA"t.eNitEH\ ~~ th,, UIA r;md. W1Sfht4 

'\ha1 tlte Nat.1on~l. PQ!k. Seil'Vlo.-, wow.d malt• Cl oe.r.4fu1. tte1d lnvest1gattox1♦ 

.Atteit :tt11.eriq th, Jl't;f•ot end ta1¢1.ng ~U ma.t"te,.a tn.to C.®$lilera11on., is:r. 

vu;i-ttl ,ie.tecl tha\ •• •~uldi tt11k'.t such ·an lnYtst1ma'tlQt.. T.nis i& t.Q oon:r1~ 

M~, Wlll'th'a --,t,;rt._nt,•ud. wi, 1lu\U m:P:t th1 J.nvosttgst;J.on at th• $ait.\Ueat 

p.ossible kk u.d wU.l nc:>tU'f you Pi aongts~n nou~hton 'bQfore :J:t ii, 

ma«« -ln trdor that ffa will 'bQ: tull.J tn.fQl'mei. 
·f• 

(SGD.) ARNO B~ C.AMMERER 

A,nO J• O~lllOtt 
:Plroetor, 
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UNiTED ST ATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF NATIONAL PARKS 
BUILDINGS AND RESERVATIONS 

STATE PARK CONSERVATION WORK 

Memorandum for Mr. C.§Jlllll&r-er·: 
October 28, 1933. 

In accordance with your memorandum of October 26, I met with Congressman 
Doughton of North Carolina, Mr. Page, Senator Bailey's secretary, and two 
other gentlemen from North Carolina, in reference to a proposed park in North 
Carolina. 

It ~eems that there are about 72,000 acres which could be turned over 
to the Government without cost at this time. This area contains a great deal 
of primitive woods and an artificial lake. The actual dam creating the lake 
is outside of the area which they have in mind butbacks water away up into 
the property. 

I explained to them as clearly as I could, the national park standards, 
the effect of the artificial lake in a national park, and also the work of the 
Appalachian Park Commission. In view of all this, they still believed that we 
should make an investigation of the area. However, I am quite sure that they 
are convinced that the area will not meet the national park standards. 

At the special request of the Congressrnan, I told them that we.would 
make an investigation if he and Senator Bailey wished it. Apparently· they 
had more or less promised the people that they would bring it to our attention 
and request an investigation, and unless their promise is carried out, they wrould 
find it difficult to explain just why the area was not given further considera­
tion. I felt that from our standpoint, we should respect the request of the 
Senator and Congressman and grant this investigation. 

I told the.m that we would agree to an investigation but that we held 
out little hope of the possibility of the area qualifying. They s;tated they 
understood our position and felt that it was perfectly justifiable, but the 
investigation would clear up ~he proposition for all time and everybody would be 
satisfied. 

In view of the above, I have prepared two letters for your signature, 
one for Congressman Doughton and one for Senator Bailey, which are att~ched. 

I 
/ ,.,.. ,~. t ,/ ~-·~· 

/;/-£.l I/ , ~ ;---··­
t) t1 .--~t__-, 

Attachments f. ~-;12,:,. ~ c. L. Wir
th

• / ,..J 

_ 

5

e~~-/tf--tL ,~~ 
.,..;,-~fac;:;,T- - - -- _.- .--: 

.yV, ~/~ 
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Mr. Harold C. Ickes, 

Taylorsville N.C. 
Oct.28,I933. 

Secretary of the Interior Dept., 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. Ickes, 
Enclosed is a resolution 

recently passed at a meeting of the 3rd. Dist. of 
The North Carolina Federation of Women's clubs 
which I have been instruc:j;ed to send you in 
behalf of this matter. I am also sending 
Mr. R.L.Doughton, who is our Congressman, a 
copy with the original signatures. 

If we are so fortunate as to have this 
considered in your D"@partmB.nt :t hope that· you 
will favorably look upon it. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. R.Z.Linney 
President elect Dist. No3. N.C.F.w.c. 
Taylorsville N.C. 
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Be 1 t X"$SC1•,ed t:turt we t.he telie~t-:a:ted Olub Woman cf 
D1st~1ct Mo. a in session October· 26, • nt Taylorst11le 1 
North OtaH11na, so ·on reeor:4 endorsing the prose:rvation 
of the r.a~e ~:and -b:eaut1M .. tlirstn forefflt of Balsa:rp. and 
Spruce on th~ C-randtathor. •otu1ta.in, No~th Carol1n;a. .• 

We de~ 1 t. a O~'V1.o duty to p1--eser.ve, this v1on9-erful 
, sceni.t attraction. not only for I'Iorth Garolinit1ltts but tor· 
the mahy toUJ:tist:s who now am,iu.ally v1s•i't ou:r mountains Glld 
the m$.?1y more who vt1ll be taming noti1 that the great smoky 
Motu:1.ta.in Na.1::!.onal Park is e.bqut to be opened. 

Furtherm~re,. wa· wtl.'IJh this For·-tat preserved in or.d®r 
that the wat~r shed m.a:1 be preserved.,. It ·this is not 
done very soon, the flogd danger :mt~i. ba inateridly ~n• 
Ol"(?t'1Se4 ~s will r~b.'b. <la,ng$1" tl>:f. <tr·ought• PQ\V~r-•Ol:U'' sr,eatest 
natural ·resource will be thremttened•""our ,oil will b® 1m• 
poveris.he,l and cl,eroded by tuUl\O-ntrolled fllood waters, and our 
wondertul clime.to be subjaot to great 4b.ange'.« ':Che 'Grand 
FathG!!r Mo~ntllh. ,1s. the O.hief scenic asset of. :t;ld.$ part o·f 
the State. • 

It will eeas,e to be without its mantle o-f th.ese Balsam 
ana.· Spt-tni·e • :t¢>rests \\tt1 icli are: alm~st e-x-tine.t· witli; the ex0ept-ion 
of those in the:great smoky Mounta1ta Park. fhtse trees arlitl 
1rreplaceab1e certaillly··fo~ generations to come. When. they 
are, destroy~d ~s tl'.uiy .are now b@in&; dean$• they are sone for .... 
ever •. 

Geolog1 sts say tha 1i tlla Grand.ta'.ther is one ot the oldest 
mountains 1n ex1~tence. It is the only one ot our high moun­
tat,~ saks thlth. has a pro'$.1~l~~ State and F'edere.l nigh.way 11 
mald.n:g· ·it ·&locess-able to the JUblith This highway· is the east­
ern,, National. PCitrk. to Parh 11:l.~w.ay ru.nntng t9r tan miles along, 
the,. SGuthern slope o:r· tn.J Gran4f'ath$l."· llilou.nte.tn the a,r~rage 
al0vat1e>11 at which :t..s tor:ty on0 httndret\ te&t llig,h~ 

The Government llaa·money appropriated for th-e preser'iJ'ation• 
ot natural wondEJ.rs• the consE!t'vetio-n of forests is ont of the 
Objectives o,t the prt:u:1ent adlnini$tration. Therefore,. we ap­
peal to Const"essman R. L.. Dou.Shto·n, te> secretary ot the In­
ter:\.Qr I MlL" ... !ekes. to $'toll the destruction of these f'ora$ts. 
It has been estimated that the cost t!>f :we-f¢>ra1.rt1:ng will be 
at least ten t1mes as much a.s the eo-!'St ot preserving· the forests 
as it now sta·mts. So this seems to us as· oi tiZ$nS a.ncl ·tax-
:paye~s m~eh more pra~t1cal and sensible from evary point of 
viEIW an4 we cannot make our appeal too strong· for tbis oivic 
worlt for ctn- CQunt.,:-y • 

.... 

Respeottu:lly submitted, 



Mrs~ Ro H. Latham, President, North Carol.ina FederatioIJ: 
0:r Woman's Clubso '735 Summit Street, Winston-Salt'pm, 
North Carolina. 

Mrs. H. G. Etheridge, 2ndo Vice President North Carolina 
Federation Woman's Clubs, The J"eff'erson, Ashevill$, North 
Carolina. 

Mrs. J". w. McintoF3·h, President District No. 3, North G_aro­
,lina Federation Woman's Clubs, Lenoir, North Carolinao 

Catherine Ervin, President Woman's Club, Morganton, North 
Carolinao 

Mrs. J". C. Connolly, President Woman's Club, Taylorsville, 
North Carolina. 

Carrie Hoff:man, President Woman's Club, Statesville, North 
Car.olina,. 

E. C. Randolph Harper, President Vfom.a.n' s Club, Lenoir, North 
Carolina. ----· 

Mrs. Frank Holler, President Woman's Club, Conover, North 
Caro'lina. 

Mrs. Charles H. Cowles, ];;R·e0 jdanii Wsmoli'l.'0 9lerl'J, Wilkesboro, 
North Carolina. 

Mrs. A. Ho Wolr, President C'ora.m.unity Club, Hickory, North 
Carolina. 

Mrso L.B. Dul, President Woman's Club, Wilkesboro, Nor;rr,h 
Carolina; 

Mrs. J". c. Reines, President Woman's Club, North Wilkesbor9r;1 
North Carolina., 

Mrs. Charles :B. Gilbert, President W'oman's Club, Catawba, 
North C'arolinao lHstric:t Chairman of Home Demonstration 
Clubs .. 

Mrs. rt.Z.Linney Pres. elect Dist.No3.N.C.F.W.C. 
Taylorsville N.C. 
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M. 1-1. Birkhead 

8IRKI-IEAD1 & NEELY 
; 

INSURANCE: 
, OFFICES: 

First National B_ank Bldg, . 
_,,..,_.· ASHl:BORO, N. C. 

Oct. 2elth,1933. 

Re: Uwharrie Hills Section. 

Dear Mr .. Wirth:~ 

The Press under date of October 27th,1933,dated 
at Washington,D.C.,carries an article that the National Park 
Authorities have authorized an inspection at an ea:-rly' da e 
of the Uwhar ie,. H:i, s Section of Stanley County, North Carolina, 
for Park purposes. 

I am very much interested in this project as these 
hill8 of the Uwharrie Section, in Stanle:y and Davidson on the 
West siq.e of the Ri.ver and Montgomery and Randolph Counties on 
the [est side furnish one of the most attractive natu~·al 
views in North Carolina. 

I own about twenty t ,vo hundred acres situated in 
the South-west corner of Randolph County adjoining the Uy,rha;rrie 
River on the East sic1e that has no buildings ax1d is well wooded 
and watered, that forms a part of this ranie of hills. I adcition 
to my land here is thausands of acres owned by other parties 
lying on the East side-Uwharrie.and on the West sicle of Litt e 
River tha.t in my opinion wou.ld be a·ai.la.ble for this projept. 

I am a,sking that you use ,your good offices in 
helving the Inspector, when he .comes to Stanley County to come to 
Asheboro,N.o.,and look over this territory. There are severa..l 
people in Asheboro, that are very much interested and we wiibl 
appreci-:,te any help that you can give us in ~etting this inspection. 

Yours very tru y, 

$~ t/1 d__--· 
M.H.BIRKHEAD. 



. -
• • ~ l • • r.~•=----• • • 

·- ...... _ • 

Hon. Robert R. Reynolds, 
Senate Office Bldg., 
Wasl;J.ington·, D. C. 

Dear Senator: 

C O P Y . 

BIRKHEAD AND NEELY­
INSURANCE 

Asheboro, N. c. 
October 28, 1933. 

Re: Uwharrie Hills Section. 

• .,. The press under, date of October 2?, 1933, dated at Washington, 
D. c. carries an article that the National Park authorities have authorized 
an in~pection.at an -early date of the UWharrie Hills Section of Stanley 
County, North Carolina, for park purposes. 

. • I ., . 

' I am very much 'interested in this project as these hills of the 
Uwharrie Section, in Stanley ·and Davidson, on the west side of the river 
and Montgomery and Randolph Counties on the east side, furnish -0ne of the 
most attractive natural views in North Carolina. 

I eNm:1abdmt 'twenty two hundred acres situated in the south-west 
corner of Rando:J_ph County adjoining the UWharrie River on the East side 
that has no buildings and is well wooded and watered, that forras a part 
of this range of hills. In addition'to my land there are thousands of 
ac~es owned by other parties lying on the East side Uwharrie and on the West 
side of Little River that in my opinion would be available for this project. 

I am asking that you use your good offices in having the Inspec­
tor, when he comes to Stanley County, to come to Asheboro, N.C. and look 
over this territory. The.re are several people in Asheboro that are very 
mu.ch interested and we will appreciate any help that you can give us in 
getting this inspection. 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) M. H. BIRKHEADo. 



M. H. Birkhead 

OFFICES: 

Firs~ National Bank Bldg. 

Hon. E.W.Pou,', 
Rous~! OffiOe0Bld~~,, 
Washington,D.C. 

Dear Mr. Pou:-
' 

BIRKI-IEAD & NEELY 
INSURANCE 

ASf-11:;BORO, N. C. 

Oct. 28thi 1933. 

Re! Uwha.rrie Hills Section. 

John M. Neely 

The Press under date of October 27th,1Q33,dated 
at Washington,D.C.,carries an article that the Hational Pa.rk 
Authorities have authorized an inspection at an early date 
of the Uwhar:de Hills Sec.ti on of StRnley County, North Carolina, 
for Park purposes. 

. I am very much interested in this project as these 
hills of. the U-whar:eie Section, in Sta.nley and Davidson. on the 
West side,of the River.and. .Montgomery and Randolph Counties 
on the East side furnish.one of the most •ttractive natural 
views in North Carolina. 

I own about twenty two hundred a.ares situated in 
the South-west corner of Ra..ndolph County adjoining the Uwharrie 
River on the East sidetha.t has no buildings and is well wooded 
and watered, that forms a pa.rt of this range of hills. n addition 
to my land there is thousands of acres owned by other parties 
lying_oi1 the Ea.st side Uwhal'rie and on the West si :e of Little 
River that in my opinion would be 'ava.ilable for this project. 

I am asking that you use your good offices in 
having the Inspector,when he comes to Stanley County to come to 
Asheboro,~.C.,a.nd look over this terrltory. There are several 
people in Asheboro, that are very much in ·-ere st ed and we will 
appreciate any help .that you can give us in-getting this inspection·e"-• 

MHB:L 

Yours very truly, 

~-~1:k 
/{(cl(~ ~1frEA?f. 
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UNITED STATES 
r 

' DEPARTMENT OF THE"INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF 

NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

·· ll~lh Ro'b•r:j -ll.: ~o~ol4ia 1 
Ubtt~d ~,~,,et SOtt.l:'te, 

· • \fttrtll;StS,'9lh • ,. 0 • 

• Mt -4tlf S&~to.,t-li6¥U<>l¢e: 
,, 

WASHINGTON 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

tov. 1ettQr·a~f OC'Ji~bo:,· t4., atidie~atd to Mf~ .roaep1:l Q .• K!:t~Jaer, FQ;reetry 
Sel.l:d,c~·,. 1JQJJmtttll'lg tl ;l.i,tt.et -,;,h:1<))3. you ~eteeive<l frooi Mr• ./QhU 13.i-Har;ti-a, he.ti! 
t>.••• r•teri•ti 10 the Q:ttl~t ot Natton.a.t ~:rtQ, Buil&insa a,ud: Rt,t&etva,,i.(ms to1t . "~ • - . 

fatt-.m•.i pqk'S. e:~4 e~atet\ bf a4t~ ~f C()ngres~ ~na,. are ti)r -th& p~poff 
tt ••1rt-i!ltl i:utide otitsfalldl.Q:S -.it4nsl ij&tnlo. a:raaa. Si,.veral :r-eara a Q, t.h-e 
S.tt11~•--4~~~, Pa'.E't C®imtfi!~l(tln W(J.S .appc:lnte:d to find .◊wt if th~:r~ -wore 
•~'.ta.£~•~-- ii .. the. •o:Qthe-ae,tetn r ~alT.t .of ~)le trni t"cl S'tatee that. would mt·tt tke 

, Dt\-~i,~~,~.-.:1•ik, '.:e~4P4S, • qd ybtf JJ~il,.t-Q,t~6: Jl. ~e<ft1on :ct the ~l~~ n1~c M~~tain;, 
• . '~A ,r,4.~-llf~_ • .. ~ff·~ .. ·. ~~~_ .. ,. 0~\"8 .. txi. .,ij'.8f3, .. U'l"~V tµtd 'lib;~ Q-f~$;,_· Sn).(Uty MQ~ntatn., • ·i, n, Jof_·, '.\ilt 

f 'fp. >~J·· •lUl~»se1h ·fla~f ··tonat4~l"ttl all 'Wl• Jq.~>$:lbl,e p~r,k e.t.i¼_jle ~(t tl~l•• 
.. ,. . • :••n•i-..·.in f;a,-,er e~ •t~e~ Qjte$t11 and theretocre l am <;1:uu~ J~e t~t the 
Wl\Jtt'·l~ •ountn.1ne 110:ul.d; ,n$t qu,Uity- t◊:r establishment ais a ne,ti<;>nu • puk. 

'>!"'"~~ . . • 

• -_,,,,., . • J!o•~_flr .• Ccngr:ea.mna~ l)o.ushton .~qu..eated a epec;a.1. tnvestisflti~n o.nd we . 
nll fQ1u>l1 .. ·wi,'th .h1a,, •i•b.e•" ,Yhen ~ ,~veat1gator Viti!i t$ tbia aw~~, w& shall 
be gM,d ·to let you now so 'tlhe.t you nmy be flitl.11 intormedw 

• I $11. r,tlll'.ntl\4 Mi'• l:1$l't'is'· l,ettar to you:, t~etheci with the ~i1ppi~ 
•iUJthe4•-

(f':G-D 'I A . 
• 
1 

• P..No B • CA:rv.11v.r:m.aEa 

~Q f ..-0.QlWnEll!fll'• 
Di.ieotQ'f• 

I 
j 

-I 
l 
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SEVENTY-SECOND CONGRESS 

EDWARD W. POU, N. C., CHAIRM.-.N 

0. ~ --:~~--l---df' ~ytJ-~ 
_, • lt/J, . .,.,,.(...A..,,. ...... _.-_,,. 

WILLIAM B. B.-.NKHEAD, A'LA. FRED S. PURNIZLL, IND. 

1!,louse of l\ep;;sentatib~~~~ 1.,1)~/.,;l / 
JOHN J. o·coNNOR, N. y. EA~L c. MICHENER, MICH. 

'ADOLPH J. SABATH, ILL. HARRY c. RANSLEY, PA. 
DANIELE, GARRETT, TEX. JOSEPH W, MARTIN, JR,, MASS, 
ARTHUR H. GREENWOOD, IND. 
E. E. COX, GA. 
THOMAS S. MC MILLAN, S. c. 

WM, S, MOYE .. CLERK, 
«;ommitttt on .l\.ults 

mta~bington, :;tl. ~. 

October 31, 1933. 

Honorable Arno B. Cam.merer, Director 
National Parks and Reservations 
Interior Department Building 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. Cammerer:-

I beg to enclose herewith a re­
quest from Mr. M. H. Birkhead of Asheboro, 
North Carolina, that his property in the 
southwestern corner of Randolph County be 
included with that to be inspected for park 
purposes. I will appreciate any considera­
tion you may be able to give this request. 

Thanking you, I beg to remain 

Faithfully yours, 



PAT HARRISON, MISS,, CHAIRMAN <~; 

WILLIAM H. KING, UTAH DAVID A, REE'"'o, PA. ~ 
WALTER F, GEORGE, GA. JAMES COUZENS, MICH. 
DAVID I. WALSH, MASS, HENRY W. KEYES, N,H. 
ALBEN W. BARKLE\ 1, KY, 'ROBERT M. LA FOLLETT.£, JR., WIS. 
iOM CONNALLY, TEX. JESSE H. METCALF, R.J. 
THOMAS P. GORE, OKLA. DANIEL O. HASTINGS, DEL. 
EOWARO P, COSTIGAN, COLO, FREDERIC C, WALCOTT, CONN. 
JOSIAH W. BAILEY, N.C. 
BENNETT CHAMP CLARK, MO, 
WILLIAM GIBBS MC'ACOO, CALIF, 
HARRY FLOOD BYRD, VA, 
AUGUSTINE LONERGAN, CONN. 

~~-~-:,,. ... ~---

Hon. Arno B. Cammerer, Director, 
National Park Service, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Cammerer: 

November 2, 1933. 

I am directed by Senator Bailey to 
thank you very much for your letter of October 28th, 
ini'orming him that a field investigation will be made 
of the Uwharrie Mountains as a proposed national park. 

In view of the fact that a considerable 
part of the area under investigation is located in the 
Congressional District represented by Hon. Walter Lamb~th, 
Senator Bailey requests that you be kind enough to notify 
him also before the investigation is made. 

Very truly yours, 

P-p 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE-•INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF 

NATIONAL PARKS. BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

Mi• M••· I, tirkbead, 
'llil'lkhe·ad & ijeelS"r 

:tnsl:l:r;'anco, 

WASHINGTON 

ASht:S'boro • N • ,,.. 

i 
t1vesttgt\ti~11 of 'fihe t1$~t, M•~tdna. in Nol'"ih O$Jt>:Un1h 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

we e.r&. unable to t.ta·te at the p:t"e1~nt time just when oq.r 

1.nepeQtoi w1ll be able· to investigate th.is area as •e ha-re Q'Va-1\' l~O 

J>H!)osed pa:rks end monumei:t~s tc 'b$ inve,fUgc.tet and have o.nly one 

inspeotGll' available durj.~g the wt:nte:r tor tu4h work, 

thf.e p:rQp(Hted ut.tone.J. l)al'k• Mt wtU be 1n oo~tact •t th senator 

Be.U,111 ElJl.d OongNHman :Otugbton betoi,e h& mskialil thU insJeQi;lun. 

ror lh$ Di~eot~r, 

oon:rad L, Wirth • 
.1vuait1~t nirecto.~. 

OOPT ONLY REO'D IN M. & 1', 



.-::.._ 
"' - ,._,,,--:i\'."• WJLLIAM H. KlNG, UTAH, CHAIRMAN~~ ,..::. 

CARTER GLASS, VA. ARTHUR CAPPER, KANS 
ROYALS, COPELAND, N,Y. HAMILTON F. KEAN, N.J. 
MILLARD E. TYDINGS, MD,. ROBERT D. CAREY, WYO. 
THOMAS P. GORE, OKLA. WARREN R, AUSTIN, VT. 
·J. HAMILTON LEWIS, ILL. JAMES J. DAVIS, PA, 
JOHN H. BANKHEAD, ALA. JAMES COUZENS, MICH. 
PATRICK MCCARRAN,NEV, 
ROBERT R, REYNOLDS, N.C. 

JAMES P. MCCENEY,CLERK 

Director-

,,November 2, 1933 

National Park Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Sir: 

Attached hereto I send you a self-explana­
tory letter received a few days ago by Senator Reynolds from 
one of his constituents, .Wir. M. 1 H. Birkhead of Asheboro, 
North Carolina. 

Will you please have the matter about 
which he writes looked into and.if possible bave the Uwharrie 

Hills Section inspected~/t-l){l/w,:'/) // • 

1f &: //If~~ 

McD:pig 

W •. ,E. McDonald, ~tary to 
Senator Robert R. Reynolds 

.J 



SEVENTY-THIRD CONGRESS 

J, WALTER LAMBETH, NORTH CAROLINA, CHAIRMAN 

PATRICK J, CARLEY, NEW YORK 

ROBERT F, RJCH, PENNSYLVANIA 

Thomasville, N. C. 
Nov. 3, 1933. 

I 
Dear Mr. Can:anerer: 

Having learned that a field investigation 
is abGut to be made1of the Uwharrie Mountains to determine 

I 

the suitability of that region for a proposed national park, 
I wish the investigation to include that part of the range 
which lies in Davidson, Randolph and Montgomery counties as 
well as Stanly County. 

It was impossible for me to be in the 
conference with Representative Doughton and others from 
Stanly, but if a park is being considered, it should certainly 
include the entire area. 

I will thank you to advise me as to re­
quirements and possibilities in this matter. 

Hon. A. B. Canmerer, DireotCJ?' 
National Park Service 
Washington, D. c. 

wl;s 

Very truly yours, 

I 
I 

.J 



. UNITED STATES 
• r 
,I ( 

D~PARTMENT OF THE-'INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF 

NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

WASHINGTON 

BoJh lobert lh -ll,Jynolds t 

t1n1.ted States SenatEh 

we have rece!.Yed. Mr-. M<,H»n~d' s l.Qtter of November 2* 1ran$111 t Un..g 
a l,ettel" w~ittea t~ you ft¢fa :Mr., Mt li• 1U.:i:i'.khead, ot A,shebo.l'.'o, l1h .(h1. with 
1t:eter~u1¢e to the 1nspeott<>n ot·, tbe UWha:rrte lUl.l+• a~ot;t.Qn of S1ianl.e;r County, 
N&Jtt.~ O.aroltn.fli to,: Aat;lonal. pat~ p1t1tpoaeih • • 

w~ have placed It.he Ultharrie Mc>ttntaina en Oll:f li$t of proposed 
national :pa:uks .alld monwrren:ts and have e:~itho;rite.dttil$ 1n.vest1ge.ti0F-• Tb.err; 
are s.t ~e pre&ent. time,. e.pp~eximetely teo pl'Op~sed ne.tie&n.al l)Qltk ~d: 
monum.eat ar-eas ,on our l"ostel" ilo be i~v-astigatad, and 1 t ;11;1 1.m.possible to 
atei.te jttst ·when ou.11 i;nvoetigator lfi_U be able ·to Vis:f;t thE3 UWha1~i1e }tountains. 
Wt ~b$ll be ~l.a.d, ,b,Qwever• lo tntorm you heto:r& su..ch an ilvast1g~t:ion t~ 
ma<l•-

We ~e. P~'t\trning Ml'- IU,rkhead•s letter,. and have made a eo:py ot it 
fol' OtU' t!lea1r 

Xn.cl., 509,tn 
Q..W~ 

A/rllQ B. ('&l'llll.e~82l'11 
l)Jrecto11, 
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. IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

UNITED STATES ifll,,,✓,-tiJ" 

'DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR W~· 
OFFICE OF ~ 

"T,oN>L ""'·'"''°'"GS.<ND acs,e,Ano,s M~ 1/ / 

WASHINGTON Jlic,-v,-el'!lb.e,r ia, J.gf/J',,,-::.:_>-]£~", 
( ___ . 

• , ' I 

I }).ave reoe:lved. Yt:>'ftl letter of oo·tobe:r 51 t t.r.an~i tt:lng a 
teque.Jt (r(tl Mt,,. th Ji• ilrkh"d ~t Ael:te.\l4)1fll1 ?Q"otrth. Q&:rol.in~, tbp.t 
!!.ts ;ps-op,t-ty tn th• sout~we~te;rn ttorne:, or Randolph Oounty l>e lni.;lu.d~d 
in th-& t11si,ett1.on trip anno.wu1,a to:r the propoa,e~ pal'k .tn the UWb~rt·.ie 
M~un tdna. 

the p;rQ:t,,QaE!cl _ t~11peot1on tcti: the J;>Ul'JO.t,e ot l:nW,$t±ga tipg the 
pesslb!Uty ot aatabl.1-s.htng a ru.ti<:>lllal. p11tk t,~:thl';l trwha-ni~ Me~tains 
ts· be1~g Md.e ,at the :i;$qu1t1t Qf' Con,rea~ llii>u~tol\ and iena'iH>f !Alley. 
Wt ,hl'i& t~l&iUlild. to 1/lt!it)ll\ ih&.t t1$'1/$ral fQU$ Q(/!'0 i ~l!J.e Sou1ih~X'in Ap:palachi(Ul 
Oommif.udGl\1 wt,s Q.\ltho:rize.t br e~ess ~na: a_p:poin.t~d. 'by the e~~te~y Qt-
~• Interior to mQk., a ~-,1~t.& .e,anvaa$ c>t -th~ JQlll'\i})le~t't6~ patt !l>tl.' the 
U~ttea.. S~a.te•· Md li'Et}1>Qrted that 1,1,; • the>S.lls" ()pillitn. the G:rel\$ ~Okf Mountain 
aiea, tlle M~oth eave.1 4tld tllt piop$itul Bh.en@dP!ih NaUQ.nal l>~lt t~, the· 
)ll.u.e Rldaie Meuntatnt wer• t,he all'iH1$ whit.h ~hould \Jo. ·e.sta'blbhe-d· as nauont\l 
Jarks; ~au, i~>ifcu.1tA,3atiaa •.Qove.~ed. nl:l. po~t=., ~t 'the- e•ut~e~ate,..n <)Orn~t 
ot the trnlwd.. Sta-e and, wQ. feel fure ~lat the al'e• w~d•eri-ea to will. not 
~uallh ae n a$t1~al. PUlh Bew~vei·1 ~t tllf.l ,et1ttli¥$1 ~f et.noes~ Dotlt.lit~u 
and $eh~tG:t .l3ail,1~f-, we t•ld, thetn WI WQ.U;4.(1. b:e ttltd fl~ $n'lfeet1eute it eilld. 
m,1a;t¢0 $'"1'e that 11 ha« ll♦t 1>,,n ~V$fl.e~ked ln tht p:t-$Y1o.® i~V$$'ti$satt,on. 

. ~pparently UJr• i:trkhi'Hld ht\s 1:n mb,c't the !i!!olUnS, of h1,I JJO;pe:rty .• 
It $»,OUl.d b~ bt'1lUght ()U,t et tht.a f01®.ts 1ihat l1. t hae ~e•&ll the ;pollt:V ¢.)f ·ClGJ!l~ 
iP'ese ~:t to e.:,p~~trte, ~, ra.<m•Y tet'I the $.QliJ.U:l.$;!; tJ0n ct l.and #-O'II na~lgna1 
pa;rl( pti;poe~-. ;tn th• Wt;1$lj; th;e na1d.Q¥U:tl ]lla.l?k~kaiv~ be~n 0.iUfV~cl t;r® the 
pq.bJ.to. d(i;la1n, anti 1:n the ,East the p.iQl\l~lelfi .11a:\;i~nal pa~~~-Q:li'e ·t,eit.11 at• 
q.uu-ed by the 19t·ater, and. p:t?.l vate ind.l vi<lualG arut 11\Wnet\ eve:r to the Fei!le).'al 
Gev,~ent w:Ltht)ui cost tor pa:ttk JJu;r;po$es. 

Ve.'tf t~Y 70:urs i 

Arno :a. oammel'er. 
D:i~eQ'tOl'it 

1\ 

\ 

\ 
\ 
I 
i 
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UNITED STATES 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 
I 

I/,.~ 
bv::j/t-- , • • ~/ 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR J(*~ I' 

OFFICE OF _1,1,/,:; 
NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS '{/I'~ -

WASHINGTON N@l'-ebl~~:t'-3.3:; l9$,0,. ~ 
\ _/' . 

0.tll' MIi', ,~u:' 
A:$t1,tht4: ~-1$ Et ·<t.QJY~t ~,lll~Ql"U4Uni -ptep~ed :t)y AS.at_. D.Uta,etor 

Wlt'tli in 1e;fer8nCe to a ;w,etl~ hd,4 in Oc~~~s~ .O~u~t~A • a stttee • 
'-®~rniJlg vile: U11lilal:'a.·t~Mo®tt,.1:ns Jn N~th 0tWll)J.in~~ l be.J;,~e,ve, that 
.:I. t. t, a•lt+-.e~~atA>l7-, ,, 

:t -d◊ A<rt :itnot jtta't hew ·th1;$ ~an be w.or,ked into y01:1r ;p:t-,S1'$• 
S~n,a:r. :tt. WQ11:ld l)$ dei9~i-e:blt to. ha'V'il thie 1itVt$.1iit;fitien tne.d.$ ~fl 80Qn 

ti poi1$1ble~ ! •o\.\ld lU:e J~ hnTe_b~t'h you ~d 8tlpt. Eald.h mak4.tl'd.;s 
. int,¥).(Ht;l~n. -WU.l ;yott ;tt1ffll•~ l.et mt. Jtnpw whet~e.f ti; ts :pQ$.etbl& to tlt 

tlli:e into 1f'ln" ;pr'QStanl -•~1~-~, th.ls YdJ:f\:tllt' Gr e~lf ne~ ,eprJ.n..rt _ 

]l\el. 509~.j:5 
Q:it';t;~ 

Vt'lf1 tm.ily yoi.irs, 

(SGD,) ARNO B. CAMMERER 

Aimo n. ~tinnerer. 
ntr.eoto;ri" 
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Mt-$. $l. Z.i1 U.nner. 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF 

NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

WASHINGTON 

Ptrealdeni elec1)1 , Diet-, No. 5 1, 

Notth Ca~li:o.o. F~dera ti on ct women'' a Ol.Ub$ 1 
Taylors'Ville, N, o. • 

Dear Mrth Linn.eyi 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

Your lettel'! of ootober ta to Secretary Ickes, inclo~ing a :copy ot 

a res,olution paa.sed at the mee;~ng Qt' the· "fh11d D:l@t:rict of' the No~th 

' o~oline. Federation et Woinen1 s Olttba-. has boen aent down to th1a offioe tor 

re!ply.-

This resolution 1n supl)Gl't of th$ U1vest1gation of the Uwha.rrie 

For the Director. 

eon:raiii Lt w_irth •. 
Asei ista.nt Di:),'ecrtol". 

., 
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PAT HARRISON, MISS., CHAIRMAN 

i WILLIAM H. KING, UTAH 
WALTER f'• GEORGEfGA. 

'-":il.iJtrY't, ~LSH, MASS. 
ALBEN'W. BARKLE't', KY. 
TOM CONNALLY, iEX. 
THOMAS P. GORE, OKLA. 
EDWARD P, COSTIGAN, COLO, 
JOSIAH W. BAILEY, N.C. 
BENNETT CHAMP CLARK, MO. 
WILLIAM GIBBS MCADOO, CALIF. 

.DAVID A, REED, PA.­
JAMES COUZENSt MICH, 
HENRY W, KEYES, N.H. 
ROBERT M, LA FOLLETTE, JR,, WIS. 
JESSE H. MnCALF, R.r. 
DANIEL O. HASTINGS, DEL. 
FREDERIC C. WALCOTr, CONN. 

"~~ --~,, .• 

~Cni£e£l ,$fa-fez ,S,ena:fe~ft,·f /l: 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE I 

HARRY FLOOD BYRD, VA. -----
AUGUSTINE LONERGAN, CONN. ~~1-~ 

ERNESTP.JONES,JR.,c'ii6i<,\ v~11:,/~o V1cfa\\ 

f
;;_,-.j '" ~'p,o,,, <.- \ 

C 
-(1mtiJ /l 

_ , \~ 1 \) i~/,." )J 
~ {'<--s I 
~-~~)~-~ 

Mr. Conrad L. Wirth, 
National Park Service, 
Department or the Interior, 
Washington, D. c. 

lltr dear Mr. Wirth: 

{]),-·· .. , 
November 14, 1933. 

I am directed-by Senator Bailey 
to enclose the·attached letter,from Mr. J. 0. Redding, 
Asheboro, North Carolina, and to request that, if 
possible, your representative be instructed to investi­
gate that part or the Uwharrie :Mountain Range which 
lies in Randolph County upon the occasion-of M.s visit 
to North Carolina. 

Very truly yours, 

~::!T 
P-p 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DEPARTMENT OF 

CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
R, BRUCE ETHERIDGE, DIRECTOR 

RALEIGH 

November 16, 1933 

Mr. Conrad L. Wirth, 
National Park Service, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Sir: 

There appeared in t.he state papers 
on October 27th a news dispatch: "Mr. Conrad L. 
Wirth of the National Park Service has promised 
Congressman Doughton that.an early investigation 
of the Uwharrie Mountain region would be made 
to determine the feasibility of establishing a 
national park there." 

We have been unable to learn if 
this investigation has been made. Will you 
kindly let us have any infonnation l)earing upon 
this investigation. 

Thanking you in advance, I ru.ri 

RBE:FP 
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UNITED STATES 
. } 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF 

NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

loll;• W$l. ,.,r temboth', ir. o. 
'.FAO!liaiV',U~l.$'1 :tir •. <r, 

I: 

·Jq {tear Mr·-~ • Lambe th) 

WASHINGTON 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

·t haYe :rt1oeived row.- letter of *ovemb•r I with rega~d t~ the 
1~"As♦lsat.1on of t~e U-~:rt& Moun.ta.:tus in North Oarol.1~a as a prcpo~ed 
nat.1f}nal park,. ani l'eqUe,,tj:ng thu:u the. ar-ea te be Anveatigated ptelUdf 
ia~'\I pat.'t of . th~ l'ant¢1-was.a~ lleii ta fJavid-.on:i a&ndol:ph_;; w:i.d M~ntg~el.."y 
IOtJ.D.'\1.e$ ,as ·•ell. ss Stanly Q()unty, 

It »~bably Will..' b~ sQnlttim.e, • be:t'er~; e-Ul' /i.n;f$sti~at.or he~ an 
oppOJ.'!tU})i ty to look o'teJ: this a~oa as. thel'G tirill a;pp~ox:1ma tely 100 -pro­
posed parks •Qd mon1i1m:e.nt$ 0n ow· li~rt for in.v~sUgat.io:a.. Ho e.V'e);",, 
:,rhen tm l:nspeotio!). iP m1ail.;, he will. .l.Qok in:\o all. the ;p0~$1b3,.littas._~ 

W• lulvt ad;v1a$.d Qongrelit~ DQ~hton that it waa QlU' J~4snien:t 
tha,t 'thtl ~rea lla4 li 'ttlt • po.ei,_f.bilt tY e.~ 9'. nat:to:nal. PtU"k afl th$ .enJ;f.:re 
S~1ih bad been thor~ughlY, .¢cm'bad by thEii SOU.tlle:itn :Appalach1ru:i Park 
Oomm1.seton whi4h us e;ppci.atal!l by tb.e s~e:r~tary ~ n'li1r.l,ber or -years ag9 
10: !n.vest~gate all nat:ion~l. pa:tk poss:t.bilities -iti .t,hq S9t1,h.11 At that 
\ime ,, • th'-', eommi tt.e~ :t.tJt~,m,!Bi.l'ltliJil. the .e~'flal!>l1ehmt~t or thQ pl."P:p~.sed 
M~ot~ 0lYB,. G:reat Smoley' Mo~tains .. an~ Shtn~nd11li Nat£4ln$.l_ Parket all 
ot w)Ualt hav:f, a;tnce been Q:tttlu,~ized tor· esta:bU.,glam~nt, by <:ongrass-upon 
presentation. ot the n.eo:es.aa" 1$1\d,a t~ ,he fad$'.l!'~l G.~ve:t'.n.ment w1thf.l.ut 
o.o.lift by the ue-ve'.'1.1'.~i 81:lra.te.e !tt:be~estd. • • 

'V$'1l'V 'trt''lllf 10l\~8 t 

A.mo ~ .. Cmnel",.l'; 
:01.,lt"G:Q"O'-• 
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IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

UNITED STAT;ES 
1/fl , 

- I ...... i-:-' 
( ~J'\..,{.A, {/...;(;, •• --

' .. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF 

NATIONAL PARKS. BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

WASHINGTON 

[)t.~~ .M~.. ~~ { 

t Qft ~u~ l•tteJ! qt .Nmm\:>t.31' l,4-,:lJ"anarn1tt1na a ltitel..' ·to se.n.att1' 
»•i:U•1 ntom Mr, .1·*. • o. Btd411f! ~t.. A$hel/10.ro1 North OtU"Q).J.na• requ,us1tp1 tnat,. 
tt »9-aaible, <>U:V• ~tPl'l'l:fe~t•ti.tft" .t)e iti$.twote4 to. tnyestigate that ;p~rt of tho 
11~,~~1•· uo~t~i i~ •lU .. <lh ·ue~ 1n .Qlmd,ol.J)h cou.at11 wllen we $tud~ th1a 
~anie ot moruit$1Ulf aa a. l>l'O)ot•d nat:ton.&J. pa,k" 

We h8.ve. Ill$4e a (a<'PY ot MrJ. Red!l:tn1•• lette~ ·ror our til-e$ 1 a.nil 
•U•l Jn'Cl.U.de tlle enttre Vwhar~l• Mootxdn Ran~• When. lt'EJ liitake ~ur tnr"lestigation. 

W~ a;r♦ t•~DS Ml"- l\el'H\tJW•a lette:,., 

r~t th.• nt"'-o,ol'. 

oonrad L.- Wtll'11lh 
Ae•i,1sta,.nt Dlrettor. 



J. P. Garner( President 
,-::~~. 

" "." • -. : ~L. Presrrell, V. President C. Th,~- Secretary 

'2~ 
fislze6oro f:3/2am6lir of f:3ommerc~ 

DIRECTORS: 
K. ALEXANDER 
W. J. ARMFIELD, Ji. 
W. J, ARMFIELD, Ill 
W. A. BUNCH ' 

• C. C. CRANFORD 
N.M.CRANFORD 
C. M. FOX 
J. P.GARNER 
H, L. INGRAM 
H. C. JONES 

ASHEBORO 
Center of North Carolina 

..Ashe6oro 

~~S~t-~· 
/; ~~' ali:OEI'vmt,£~► 

Mr. Arno B. Crunmerer, 1 ( 01 ,. 0 ""' -1"1 

Director Department of the Interior,· J~ •• 11 , .. t) '!~~t, 
Office of Nai;ional Parks, I ·' ~ · 

• (j 
Washington, D. c. '-..!!.~fOtl),rlfED\ftEt'{Qft::.---~ 

• ·- -· -~ 
Dear Sir: 

Re: Uwharrie Hillls' Secti.on 

November 22,1933. 

E. H. Morris, Treasurer 

DIRECTORS: 

D. B. McCRARY 
E. H. MORRIS 
J. M .. NEELY 
0. L, PRESNELL 
A. ROSS 
J. D. ROSS 
S. B. STEDMAN 
C. THAYER 
J. F. WHITE, Jr . 

It is ou.r information that an inspection is to be made of the Uwharrie 
Hills Sectio.n of Stanley County, North Carolina, with the idea of .establishing a 
National Park in this area. In this connection we desire to urge upon you. that a 
t_ract of land tying in .Western Randolph and adjacent to Stanley be inspected during 
the course of this survey with the idea of including same in· this park proposal. You 
are probably aware of the fact that this section is considered to be 1among the most 
beau.ti"fu.l of any lying east of the Blue Ridge Mountains of Western North Carolina and 
well adapted for park purposes • 

. Thanking you. for giving this matter your consideration, I am 

Cy. to: Mr. Conrad L. Wirth·, 
Department of the Interior, 
Office of National Parks, 
Washington, n.c. 

CT/S 

Yotµ's very truly, 



IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

UNITED STATES 
,! ·~ .. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF 

NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

WASHINGTON 

Mt-, o. •• a:ai th-g,,oat. 
B•'$2G, · • 

.. it.1.d in• lh .... 

Deer Mr. lalth1.~01t,, 

Ywut l~tt~r 1a..t Now~"-·r- le w:Lt-h refer~.nc.e to the !n&pet;'ltion ot the 
Uw~Atl,io M~t.J.titrdu ranae in ·~o~b C$to:u.na as a p,Qesillle ~ation.a1 p(U'k, has 

• . • I 
bee-a ~¢•1ved. 

Wfi! •are nc.t <;ettaiti.! just wllen. tlli$ in.specti~ wU.l be ~nde1, but you 
~y: l'eeat asQUred that we wi;ll judg~ tM,s en-ea on. its. quel1rle~ti~n,s to 
reprfeet.t .1tt1 perthtrla;r type of· l..l.illl,~scapEh 'i'li.11 if, tlle ~a•t* on wh:i0,h all 
nat iO!l'lal. p$~1$ .; ea• este.'bl.bkEJ!il, 

' 

V~t'!f tl't'uly y~ur~, 

" . · w:IAi 
(SGD) CON.RAU L2. W 

Otm,;n;d. l,, Wi;t,th. 
Ata:hltant Di~GQtor. 



r-· ---_.-· ·--- -----,-,-~----·--

$ 

-< -

._. ·._ ·.···:~\.-:,·· 

( 

UNITED STAi-ES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF 

NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

Mr. o. ~ayell'• S,eorete.ty·• 
Asheborb Chem.bar 'ot OOllmlereei: ;, 
A.'Shf;lboro, N. c_. 

I 

· WASHINGTON 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

l ha'V'$ r~Q&1Ved your- :Lttter of NGTember 22, with l"e.ferenee to th.e 
bapection ,of the UJhuria ¥otmtatn1 aJ a proposed national park, 

• •. I • ' I 

When ~l.U;' 1nepecto27 i,.rz-ives to lQok QV$JI' thi.s a:rea, he will eQnsider 
al.l;.:~.lk~J.y P'3:l"k tll'Q'&,a in the 1rrl.tned1&te v:teinitr wbhn; no do.ubt 1 will include 
th.Os♦ lands ;J.ying in •eatern ~ando.lph and adJe.cent to Stanl&y County, 

0onrad i-. Wiwth~ 
.Ass1stant :rn.reiltor. 
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UNITED STA1;ES 
l 
~ 

. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF 

NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

WASHINGTON 

' , ·m.-.:· a .. B.:ruc,-Ethel"Ulge, ll.i,-ettor. 
Dept 41. ~t Conservat1¢n and »-.v.elopaent, 

_ -Ba.1Ei1$b.i -Nerth;:, oaro11na,. 
' ~ .. 

. D(!ie.1> . :Mr.. EtJ:ierttlge; 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

• ;r:' he.V$ _:r,U,'.t", lette;tt ~;t• Nov:~n.nbe:r 16 in rete:ren([e• to the lnJasti~"" 
tion ot the Uwhatll'ie: Mountain r~gt.on as a pr~l>:POHd natio:na)L J>al."k• 

This 1:nVEH'>'tiitation has not lHl$~ 11$d.e ~nd we a:re u,able· t.b state 
a.t th& p;rasept. tiw.e ju.at wllen it ,rill be under-taken·:• We nav-e lll&flY area.a 
on our li.$t tot !nve-st1gat1Qa mad it may-be. aometime be.tol'e our Chiijf 
lnvestige.tor tan come 'b-0 North Caroline. to malce-thifl inspection. 

• We ha'te made,~ record of your ltetter and when our invee.tiga.to:r 
has detinitoly ms.de e.:rrai'lgemeats to visit N¢'~th Carolina, we s~all be 
glad to let yQu kaow.-

Con:t.'e.4 L. Wittl'h 
asabte.nt D11tf<1tox-, 



/ 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NA.:r-l-ONA-1:..-flARK--eERJi..C+OE 

Office of National Parks, 
Buildings and Reservations. 

' / 

The Pirector, 
,Office of National Parks, 
Bui~dings and Reserv~tions, 
Washington, D. •. c. 

Dear Mr. Director: 

• ,,✓ 

(j,} • ✓.fl 
\ V'L ,JI 

\J 

November 28, 11933 
515 Cu:stom Hquse, 
Denver, Colorado. 

Received your letteri of November 13 regarding inspection of 
the Uwharrie M0unte.ins in North Caroliria. • ' 

It does not seem probable that I can include this area and still 
take in all the other areas that are·scheduleq for inspection this 
winter; in fac~ it will be difficult to complete the areas that ~re 
already listed for examination. 

Would suggest that S~perintendent Eakin make this inspection, 
and if he finds the area of interest another inspection can be arr­
ranged for later. If he does not find anything of outstanding inter­
est in the area, it would hardly justify any unnecessary expense 'for 
inspection. 

Very truly yours, 

/Jw. ~ z;-w~ Toll, 
Superintendent, 

Yellowstone National Park 

/j 
I, 

) 

I 
.J 

I 

i 
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M. H. Birkhead 

OFFICE:S: 

Firs~ Nafonal Bank Bldg. 

Dear Sir; 

,r 
BIRKI-IEAD ,&· NEELY 

INSURANCI: 

ASHEBORO, N. C. 

November 29th 1933 

Re; Uwharrie Hills Section 
Randolph County. 

John M. Neely 

Repling to your letter of the'2nd of Nov~mber 1933 
wit~ reference to the inspection of the Uwharrie Hills 
Sect'ion of Randolph County. 

I thank you for your letter and your interest, and 
the fact that you have listed this section for an inspection 
at an early da.te. 

I have handed my file to the Ashe~ro Chamber of 
Commerce and you will hear from this office in· the near 
future. I wish again to thank you for your interest and 
any thing that you may do for this section in way of.an 
inspection. 

.i. 
Yours very truly, 

~Xa~t 
M.H.Birkhead . 



o,f the 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
I 

OFFICE OF NATIONAL ~PARKS, 

this winter or early spring, and apparently Toll's schedule is so 

crowded that it will be\ impossible for him to eome East in accordance 

with your orig;inal sugge.stfon. You will recall that. your original 

idea was that Tali and Eakin were· to loo:k this over together-. 

I expect to be down in the South looking at some of our ECW 

camps s.omet-ime bet.ween now and next. summer, and I thought perhaps 

arrangements could be made: to ha.ve- Eakin look this area ove,r~~ 

.Apparently, from all the information we have, it is a g_uestion of 

visiting_ the area, making the necessary conta.cts, spend somet.ime 

in the field, and then draw up the re-port.. As you lmow we, t_old the 

Congressmen that we·held. out no hope that- this area would.meet our 

national park standall?d~, and. I am quite sure, and I think you are, 

that. it absolutely wili not qualify as a national park. Howevel',. 

we will have to go through ·I.he formal procedure and make an investi­

gation. 

I fee·l sure that Eakin and myself c:an handle this to the 

sat.is.faction of all concerned. 

What are your wishes in this matter? 



UNITED STATES 
( .. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF 

NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

WASHINGTON 
December 21. 19313" 

Mr. J. Ross Eakin. 
Supt., G~eat Smoky Mtna. Natl. Park, 
Oatl,inbul'g, Tenn~ . 

Th1a is in reference to the -proposed Uwharrie Mountains Na~ional Park in 
North Oat-ol.ina. 

At first we had hoped tha:t pe:;r-hapa Ml·• 'roll eould come Ea.et and you and ha 
could inv-eatigata and ll'eport o,·n this proposed national Park. It is now evident 
that Mr. Toll cannot aome :mast, anA the :01:reotor and M:r. Demaray te~l that it 
would be desirable tor you end I to set together and visi't thts area sometime 
next spring. I hope to get down your way early in the spring and v~sit a good 
many or our ate.ta park ¢amps, also I would like to get so.me first hand informa-
tion and kno;;rledge of t.he Qperation of your eo.mps... l thought :perhaps I eou.ld 
aooom:plieh thb tne earne time ,that vm ins:poot the Uwharrie Moun.ts.ins, I would 
appreciate bearing f'.rom you as to tbe best time for U.'3 to make this investiga-
tion.. • 

! dontt know whether you nr.e thoroughly ta:mil1a.r with the ci:rcu.m.stances 
which led up to the aeo.faion to 1nvaetigate this area .. The Senators and 
Cone;rasamen of North Carolina have been qu.ite pers.ietent about it aml a.eked u@ 
to have a meeting. I attendod this meeting for Mr. Osmrnerer and told them 
f'ra.nkly that th0 ·entire Southeast had been thoroughly combed by the Southe:rn 
Appalachian Comm1asion and that. we were sure that this area would not qualify 
as a national park. At the rueerting ther~ were also some. ·ot the repres~nte.tive 
oitizena or No;rth Carolin.a, l held out to them absolutE3lY no hope that this 
area 'ttould quality. :Fiowavar; the request wns made by Oongrassm.an Doughton 
and Senat{)r Bailey th~t we invsst!gate tho area anywa1 and if we did turn in 
e.n a.dv&r$e ropor·t, that they would stand behind it but that they :f'elt that tlle 
area ehould have a f1ald investigation and that the matter ha.d gone so far 
that this f'leld invas'liige.tlon would be the only way to quiet the movement to 
create a nat1onal park in thiG area:- 'l'hey expre~sed their; opinion that they 
would b@ glad to e.bide by any dec:.ision. which we would make. In oth~;r words• 
they either want tho al"ea. approved or d1aapprovea. and aettled once and for all. 
On th1-s basis,. we agreed to make an 1.nvest1gation et en ea:rly dat.e. 

Now if you will let me know when this invest.iga.tion should be me.de.I 
'Ifill ti-y to fit in my plans a:eaordingly and if l ~~nnot mike it at tbe time 
you J:luggest, I wtll oom$ back et you tdth further suggestions. 

Fo~ the Director. 

Very truly yours, 

Asais-tant Dh.•eoto:r, 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF 

NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

WASHINGTON · 

Mr. Roger w. Toll, 
Supt. , YGllowatone Na:tfi onfiil Park, 
515 custom Rouse, 
'f>bn'for, o.olo 11 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

We have your lttter of November 28 in. furthe~ re.terenoe to 

the possibility ot inspecting the tiwharrie MountaiuJ in North 

~arolina. 

D1:reetor, and· we will try to make definite arrangements tor~. 

E's.kin and pe:rhapu myself to invest:l.s;e.te th.ie a:rea sometime this 

Spring and make the ~eport requested by the Seuators and Congressmen 

of' North Carolina .. 

Very trul;r yours, 

.Assistant Di.rector .• 
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N _ 6 iS34 UNITED STAljES • 1 J~ DEPARTMENT OF THE'. INTERIOR ' 
Office. ot Na.t.o:, ,; L'a:-l,s, 

MAILS AN~ f\l£.S NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Buildings uml l~ec;cr\',1LLOnS. 

GRl:J.i.T-~SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK i 
GATLINBURG, TENNESSEE I 

.ran. 4, 1934. ~ 
Mr, Conrad L. Wirth, 

Assistant Director, 
Office of National Parks, 

Buildings and Reservations, 
Washington, D• C• 

@---I ~y 

Dear Mr, Wirth: • 

I ha.v.e. your ) .. e:tter of- Dae. 27, 1933 concerning the proposecl---­
Uwharrie Mountain~ Natiopal Park in Nor-th Carolinao 

I can get away just anytime that suits·your convenience best 
except that I must be here the latter part of each week to certify 
CWA payrolls. There is no dti'fi cul ty in designating authority 
to one of my assistants to certify PWA., ECW and local park payrolls 
but I an rather afraid to attempt to delegate this authority for 
CWA payrolls. 

While I think it best to delay investigation until the 
weather moderates somewhat this is son:e thing tor you to decide. 
While I had never heard of the Uwharrie Mountains until your 
letter was received I have made same inquiries and find they 
are a bunch of low hills sticking out of flats and if the 
location was gi van to me correctly I have driven over this 
territory and I did not see anything that suggested park 
aalibreo 

However, I note an investigation nru.s t be made and I em 
ready any tilD9 that suits your convenience. 

Very truly yours, 



UNITED STATj::S 
; ( 

DEPARTMENT OF 'THE" INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF 

NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

WASHINGTON 

~'" J'. Ross Eakin; 
Sup'ti•, Great SJ:noky Mtne. National. Park. 
QE.l.tl.,in'tntrg. Tenth 

~ar Mr. Ee.kin: 

I have your lettel" ot .ranuary 4, and in reply wish to 

:report that I will try to put off the tt,-1:p to the Uwhanh 

Mountains until Apri~ Q"° May if' possible. 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO ,,. 

It is my thought to drive down and visit eeve~al or the 

state park oamps in Virginia and Kentucky, and go further south 

at the same time, perhaps spending, two. or three weeks out i:n the 

state parkih I will let yQU know more i,,efini tely later on. 
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ESTABLISHED 1880 
; I 

STANLY NEws··AND PR·ESS 

~ 
PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY AND FRIDAY BY 

THE PRESS PRINTING COMPANY 
wttlO 0111.r.t.lT 

JOB PRINTING 

Honorable R,. L .Doughton 
House Of Representatives 
House Office Building 
Washington; D.c. 

Dear Congressman Doughton: 

ALBEMARLE, N. C., 

March 6, 1934 

Petitions for the exercise of your efforts and influence 
in behalf of early and favorable consideration of the 
signers appeal for national reservation of the Uwharrie 
mountain zone are being mailed to your office. 

The groups represented by the 2463 signatures tabulate 
as follows: 

Industrial executives 
Clergymen 
Lawyers 
Member.a of church and 

Patriotic organizations 
Members of Woman's Club 
Members of 

Rotary Club 
Lions Club 
Merchants' Ass'n 

22 
10 
11 

241 
82 

98 TOTAL 523 

The group signatures were taken in triplicate, 
making possible the submission of copies to 
each of the Ifo1•th Carolina S,ena tors and to our 
district congressman. 

Signatures numbering 1943, were obtained by 
general circulation under circumstances unfavorable 
to t:ei~cation; the· single copy of the 1943 signatures so 
taken ~ being forwarded to the office of Congressman 
Doughton. It is hoped that their number and importance 
will not be overlooked by the offices in which they are 
not filed. • 
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2. ALBEMARLE, N. C., 

The objectives of the Forest Service of the Department 
of Agriculture seemingly promi.se adaptability to the 
Uwharrie Reservation requirements. As the result of 
contact with that ~ervice, Mr. s.eward H. Marsh, Senior 
Regional Forest Inspector, and Mr. ~.E. Hedges, Chief 
Land Examiner, visited the Uwharrie area in January last. 

All that is lo,cally known of the present status of 
the pet.i tion-~ for·~Uwharrie Reservation is incorporated 
in the following letter: 

Mr. Ira T. Yarnall 
Ass't ~egional Forester 
Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D-U• 

Dear Mr. Yarnall: 

Albemarle, N-C. 
February 26, 1934 

As the custodian of petitions addressed to N~G­
Senators and Congressman by some three thousand 
citizens interested in the outsome of the surveys 
being conducted by 1viessrs Marsh and Hedges, I am 
in receipt of frequent inquiries as to the progress 
being made. 

_M7 questioners are told that numerous surveys are 
being made by your Serv:i::-ce and that locations will 
be made by Washington officials after the ~esults 
are appraised by· them and that meantime nothing 
can be done to either hasten or infulence their 
decisions. 

If you can suggest anything helpful to our cause, 
which can be locally done, please let me know what 
it is. 

OCT/T 

Ver~ truly yours, 

Oliver c. Townsend 



~··· --------~-~-~ rn..ttsC'frf~" _ ~ 

-I 

I 

J. D. BIVINS, PRESIDENT S. R. ANDREW, VICE-PRES. -· JOHN B. HARRIS, SEc .• TREAS. 

·~ •• ". t.... .J .:'I(("-=-=========================;:::===========!:- .. ,:-
; 
-< 

ESTABLISHED 1880 I 

STANLY NEWS AND 
I 

PRESS 

~·. 

WI!>OOUa,.n 

PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY AND FRIDAY BY 

THE PRESS PRINTING COMPANY 

JOB PRINTING 

ALBEMARLE. N. C., 

We should appreciate the aid of your office in 
fostering the int:ere st shown by the Forest Service 
of the Department 1 of Agriculture. While there is no 
known reason to assume that our project_ has ceased to 
be of interest to 1 the Forest Service officials, their 
prolonged silence1 suggests the wisdom of soliciting 
your co-operation. 

T 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE; .. INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF NATIONAL PARKS, 

BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

1:ton •. ~obtlttl i., llc:>ugh.tt;Jn; 
~ ' 

House or BeJr&Hntat1vss. 

·MW' 4~tl' Ml-11 Doti~bttn.1 I 
I • 

Ii'< ANSWERING REFER TO 

:w;u:., . 
• ~~ 

'n1.ts Ja ln .answer to the t-~l;ephono !';tO.nversat ion Whie-h 1 
had Wit~ Jou t-hi1 tno~tng in l'Wil:tereJA.o~ to tlle pl'opasod Uwhar~.i.e 
Mountaitte National liu:•k• 

'l;'h,1$ e.rea. ru\~ been plaoed on QUX-dookiet:i foF inv0etiga1t1on 
and this ,rUl probably be do~ by Sqpt. :Eakin of the Great adoey 
~uI1taitJ.s Natio.nnl. !a~l,C antli Asst,t~n·b Di.recto~ I •rth .of my at~ff 
80in&titne- this Spdn-g.. fJ:'he e~ao.t dat.e has not be.en. set, but ~. 
Wirth will co-n~&et you in advatl.Ce an.el give you the e:x:aet, t;ie:te' 011 

Whi.O·h ha and Supt., E.8.Idn will 'be in tlmt Vidn1ty. lt ha.$ b-e~n 
neee:~a~ry to po$tpone this 1f1'1'e,ati.gation dtie ta ·the- heaVy pressure 
o.f 'Ylork and on e:coount ·of climetie eonl."tl'biona. 

(SGD.) ARNO B. CAMMERER 

Arno :a. Ca.tnme:re:r. 
J),irecto:r. 

••-•p • •• 
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SEVENTY•THIRO !=ONGRESS 

RObERT L. D~~.!iHTf'-.- .;~;CHAIRMAN 
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0,1 - ,~7it:;fi77 
. 1' • I / SAMUEL B. HILL, WASH. ·- . . .;,LLEN T. TREADWAY, MASS. 

THOMAS H, CULLEN, N.Y. ISAAC BACHARACH, N.J. 
CHRISTOPHER 0. SULLIVAN, N,Y. FRANK CROWTHER, N,Y. 
MORGAN G. SANDERS, T,EX, JAMES A, FREAR, WIS." 
JOHN W, MCCORMACK, MASS HAROLD KNUTSON. MINN. 

COMMITTEE ~~ WAYS AND MEAN~ : (.--~';;.-h .. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES~., • · _,_4,C::,C CLEMENT C. DICKINSON, MO. • DANIEL A. REED, N.Y. 
DAVID J. LE'.WtS, MD. ROY 0. WOODRUFF, MICH. 
FRED M, VINSON, KY. THOMAS A, JENKINS, OHIO 
JERE COOPER, TENN, WILLIAM E, EVANS, CALIF, WASHINGTON; D.C. I ~i ,, I~'<''= 

! ASHTONC.SHALLENBERGER,NEBR, THOMAS C, COCHRAN, PA. 
CHARLES WEST I OHIO 
JOHN W. BOEHNE, JR., IND. 
JAMES V, MCCLINTIC,OKLA, 
CLAUDE A, FULLER, ARK, 

March 9, 1934 

MAR 'l 2. 1934 

O\R[C1GR 

Hon.-Arno B. Carnmerer, Director, 
Office of National Parks, 
Buildings, and 1Reservations, 
Department of Interior Bldg., 
Washington, D.C. 

• My dear Mr. Director: 

I am enclosing herewith 
petition having to do with the Uwharrie Reservation 
requirements. 

I trust you will give this 
matter early attention. I shall appreciate hearing 
from you regarding same. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(}{ A. 
RLD.b Robert L. Doughton, 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
pFFICE OF NATIONAL PARKS, 

BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

INAN~· 

If~ 

Hon~ lt~be~t • t. DQ'Ug).Un.m 

Baue-tl o.t .:n~,1$.t@te.ttvee 

Dear ~. Doughton; 

Your letil,er ot ~th &,. tr~rumd.tttns 'the eomw.un:tcatien 

troni o. o. T01maend and. John 13 .. ltal't-ia, togetlH)r with the 

:petittone a:tp,4'>110-.1 ,1,1zesn~ ana Qre~tzation$ ot 

North oarollaa • has been reoah·ed... 

-It ta 'r!lrJ e:v:tdent that a pea1i deq.l. <tt interest ha& 

b.,en. @oused in. behalf or th$ pl"fJ.osoil\ Uwhl'U"ri •• Reae~­

tio.n,, ant I G Jil~Ul~ed to infQl'-n JOU, that the 1r.ropoati! tl.-eld 

1nvesttgat1.on ot this a:i:ea ~s e.x~ected te bee :made 1~ 't;he 

near tutue.~ You Will be adv1.ae( be:tor~ the inve~t:lgei.tors 

go 1-fl.tO tho fi-eld.-

DBA:BB 

Ool:'iii·allr fO\l,1'$. 

f§Gtt) A. E. DEMARAY 

A. :I, P~Y 

AQting Direct.or 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE~,INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF NATIONAL PARKS, 

BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

Mr. J. Ross E&kin, . 
supt., Great Smoky Mtna, Natl. Park, 
Gatlinburg. Tenn. 

DearMr. Eakin: 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

The situation °in connection with the Uwhar:rio Mountains 

in north Carolina is g.ett1ng q\dte aoute. You know, we wrot·a 

you sometime ago in reference to the possibility of making an 

investigation of thie orea 1;his apring. At that time, I believe 

you stated that you thought April would. be a iood month - either 

I am wondering w'h.e·ther we could not set a definite date 

at this time so that we will be in a better position to handle the 

inquiriea that are coming in t:rom "tarious sour•ces. I am now 

getting the file.a together and within the next week will send them 

to you tor your information. This will give you an opportunity to 

look them ove;r and beoome oriented before we visit the area. 

Please lat me know as soon as poaaible about what time 

you think beat for ou:r visit to the area so • ,aa. I c;tf make my 
~ , 

plans accortLingly. .. ..;\ / . 

.. • , e~~~ o \_ 

.,,, ·· · ~\ ·,r .··\,.J-

cu1 -tmd ~ · , ~~':/·rector. 
',A- ,, 'I 

y ¥,., . 
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MAILS AND FILtS 
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UNITED STATES 

qf PARTMENT OF TI-jE INTERIOR 
{; OFFICE OF NATIONAL PARKS, 

BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS 

Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
Gatl.inburg, Tennessee 

, ... -... •·r.t'I,. March 30, l 9'34. 

Mr.- Conrad L. Wirth, 
Assis·tant Director, 
- National Park Service, 

Washingto.n, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Wirth : 

I have yom- letter of March 24 in further reference to 
proposed trip to Uwharrie Mountains ±n North Carolina. 

These mountains are located in a relatively low country 
alild the trip could be nade any time that suits yo'lll' conven­
ience. Any date set by you will be satisfactory to me. 

Sincerely yours, 

Eakin, 
er int end en t. 



,,,, 
.. .; :.r:. __,. . 

. . .:-

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE. INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. J,. Roillo Eakin, 
Supt,., Oreal Smoky, Mtns~ Nation.al Park, 
Gei.tlinbur$. Tenra. • 

. The lnst l heard, fro.m you :regard.i.ng our joint investigation 
of the proposed Uwharrie ?i!ounte.ina was Mnroh JO. I never d'.id answer 
that letter. J: have ke:pt putting it orr, hopti'lg that an oppQrtuni ty 
would arise wherEfb:y 11 eoul.d mak.e d.Et:t'inite e.rrangementa to .co.me down 
£md: look this area ovex-. h is avidont nQw. that it. will be impossible 
tor inc to get down· to ?Worth <Carolina ~nd. go tlvo.r tbJ.s. aMa with you. 
'l'herarore, I am prepai;-1ng a letter tor the Dtreotor's signature, 
J;"ecomraeno1ng tlrnt you. be. requested to make thie investigation alone. 

l regr~t ve,P-y much not being able to <;:o.e;ie doWQ as l had hoped 
to get away f'rorn the Wa..11bington .off1o·e for at least a few day-a. 

Oonrad. L. Wirth. 
Aaaisttint Director. 

.., 
·~ • I 



UNITED STATES 
/ 

• DEPARTMENT OF THE' INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

Ml!". J. Rosa $akin, 
Supt.,, Great Smoky M'tne.· National Park, 
Gatlipburg, Tenn. 

• I 

taat Fall we !flrote. you su.g~~sting that you and Aaat. Diretrtor 
Wi:rth make an tnvest1g&.ti1,9il ot the prop,os~d Uwhar.rie Mou'Q.tai;na 
National J?ark ill North Caroli11a . 

. It is inrpol"t8.'nt,.that we have an 1hvestigation or this ar0a 
this Spring Q'.r early summer, und it hua now be.come evident tba.t 
Asst .. J:.U.rectori Wirth will not be able 110 get down to Nol/'th Oe.r9lina 
tQ .maktl th 1s investigs. tion 111th yol!,• 

J; am anoloaittg our tilea on th,a proposed U-whetrie Mountains 
lll"ational l>arkt and request the'b you miuce arrangements to v1ait 
the area·and .fiubmit e. report as early as possible,.. 

OLW•tm4 
Encl. ee0667 

(~GD.) ARNO B. CAM.MERER 

.4:rno Bit c;tarrJl.lerar .• 
Oire.otor. 
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UNITED STAt-ES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK 
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OFFICE OF NA1\Qil\l Pl\fl°~, UNITED STATES 

REOErvfr>EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

JU~i 2J 19,34. GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK 

GATLINBURG, TENNESSEE 

1..._! ' P/· 
June 26, 1934 

The Director, 
National Park Service, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Director: 

Cone erning ins tru cti ons that I investigate the proposed 
Uwharrie National Park, North Carolina., I bave written .the 
Asheboro Chamber of Commerce as per attached copy. 

In looking through the files sent me, it is noted that 
Forest Service officials inspected this area last January. 
Possibly the Forest Service contemplates acquiring this section 
and bas rra.de some commitments in this connection. In this 
event it rould appear the n:a. tter should be dropped by the 
Service. It is suggested that you communicate vdth Forester 
Silcox and ascertain what plans, if any, he has formulated for 
this section. 

,. 

Encl. 



C OP Y 

ASHEBORO CHAMBER OF COMMElRCE 

ASHEBORO 
Center of North Carolina 

Mr. J. R. Eakin, Superintendent, 
National Park Service, 
Gatlinburg, Tennessee. 

Dear Mr. Eakin: 

, July 6, 1934. 

Your letter of June 26 addressed to the Asheboro Chamber 
of Co:rmmrce, Asheboro, No~th Carolina, for the attention of Mr. 
C. Thayer, secretary, was handed to me today by Mr. Thayer. He 
asked me to answer same, as I am the chairman of a sub-committee 
for the. Chamber of Commerce and have largely handled the corres­
pondence with reference to the Uwharrie National Park Project. 
During the fall of 1933 I had correspondence with Mr. Wirth, 
Assistant Director, and with Mr. Cammerer, Director, that the 
Uwharrie Mountain section of Randolph, Davidson and Montgomery 
Counties would be placed on the list for an investigation as to 
this territory being acquired for a National Park purpose. 

Since this correspondence I wish to advise that the De­
partment of Interior, sub-section, The National Forestry Division, 
has had this project up for investigation, and it has authorized 
same for a purchase unit known as the Uwharrie Purchase Unit of 
Randolph, Davidson, Montgumery and Moore Counties, which is the 
same territory that we have been in correspondence about. I might 
add that the National Forestry Service has set up headquarters in 
Troy, North Carolina, with its sub-office in Asheboro, North Carolina, 
for the purposes of examining titles, and surveying this proposed 
purchase unit and quite a large crew has been working since early 
in 19:34. From your letter I have assurred this project has been 
transferred from the Department of Parks to the Department of 
Forestry, and Asheboro and other communities in the Counties re­
ferred to are highly pleased that this project has been authorized 
either for a forest or park purpose. 

As stated, the headquarters of this Unit are now in Troy, 
North Carolina, the county seat of Moore County, and surveying 
operations are working from this office, under the supervision of 
Major Cox and Chief of Surveyors, Mr. Torrence, whom I understand 
report to the Asheville office. 

This is about all the information I am in position to give 
you today, but answering the last paragraph of your letter for Mr. -

I 
i-__ ,_ 
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2. July_ 6, 1934.--:... Asheboro Chamber of Co:ramerce, 

i 
-l 

Thayer, the Chamber of Connnerce of Asheboro, Mr. Thayer as Secretary, 
and myself as Chairman of the Committee handling this subject, and 
myself as Chairman of the Committee handling this subject, Will be 
very pleased to have you come to Asheboro on the evening of July 19 
as suggested by you, and we wish to assure you you will be very welcome 
and any assistance or information that the Chamber of Connnerce, or Mr. 
Thayer, or myself can give or aid you and the gentleman who accompanies 
you will be freely given. 

I wish to say that the.reaction from the best reports that 
you can get is that the entire section included in the boundaries of 
the Unit are highly pleased that the territory has been considered and 
is being worked out for the purpose stated. 

If for any reason you cannot arrive in Asheboro on the evening 
of July 9, ~indly wire Mr. Thayer, or when you 'do arrive, kindly con­
tact with Mr. Thayer by telephone and he will be pleased to call upon 
you at your Hotel. 

COPY ·ro: 
Mr. c. Thayer 

MHB:SHC 

Sincerely yours, 

/a/ M. H. Birkhead, 
Committee Chrm. for the Chamber 
of Connnerce account of the 
Uwharrie Purchase Unit. 



MAILS AND FILES 

The Director, 
National Park Service, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Director: 

Referring to your instructions that I investigate the Uwharrie 
Mountains near Asheboro, N. c., as a proposed national park. 

On June 26 I wrote the Asheboro Chamber of Commerce stating 
that I c.ould arrive in Asheboro on July 9 if this date suited the 
convenience of the people interested in this project. A copy of 
this letter was sent to you and in the letter of transmittal I 
stated that in looking over the files sent by the Service it was 
noted the Forest Service had investigated the area in January 
and suggested you communicate with Forester Silcox and ascertain 
if he had any plans concerning this area. Not having had a reply 
to my letter of June 26, on July 6 I wired the Asheboro Chamber of 
Commerce in this connection, to which there was no reply. 

I have today received a letter from Mr. M. H. Birkhead of the 
Asheboro Chamber of Commerce dated July 6, copy herewith. From 
Mr. Birkhead'a letter it appears the Uwharrie Purchase Unit has 
been set up by the National Forest Service, and I have wired Mr. 
Birkhead that I would not make the trip until further instructions 
from you. 

I assume that under the circumstances it would be unwise for 
me to make the trip and this is the last of the proposed Uwharrie 
Mountains National P.ark. I believe this is a good thing. I do 
not believe these mountains could possibly qualify for national 
park status. 

I will retain the file sent me on this matter until I hear 
from you further. 

Sincerej.y yours, 

int en dent. 

Inclosure. 

., 
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. The Uwbarrie Mountains file·:nas been sent to;. Slll)'t. 
Eakin in connection with his investigat~pn o~ the 
Mountains as a preposed national park. . All io0~e 
eorrespondenee has been ~ent to Mr. Wir:th • 
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1 ·, i ,STANDARD FORM No. 14A 
APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT 

MARCH 10, 1926 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS-GOVERNMENT RATES 

O<IVllUOUr:NT PJlC't"fIMO omos 6-7134 

M. H, Bh-khoo.4,. 
Qhamber o:t. Oonm~<:ef. Uwhal-:r;le l?tn-cb.\$~ V~t,, 
AShbOl.'0:, North ,Ca:rolina., 

FROM INTEtdOR DEPARTMENT 
,' 

BUREAU ______________ ' ___________ ·-----------------------------------------

You:r lette;:i:i sixth $'tip As Forest Sem<:e bag ~et up tlww:d~ pur¢h/$se uni'b 
my trip _w!ll be d.etert."ed until tux"th~ in~1.tntctions from Waaliingto4,. 

Govt~ d.~. 
paid.. 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

J""uly 10, 1934: .. 

Memorandum for Mr.. D'emaray: 

Attached hereto is a. lett.e-r.. re:c-eived from Supt. ;r. R. Eakin 
with referenc-e to the proposed investigat:ion o-:t the Uwharrie Mountains 
in North <rarolina, t.ogethe:r with previous correspondence rela.ti va to 
this inve.stigation. 

You will no d.oubt recall that this Service agreed to conduct 
an investigation of' the· proposed Uwharrie Mountains National Park at 
the reque,st o'f <:ongressman Doughton. 

ln view o~ the s.tatements ma.de by Supt. Eakin c·oncerning the 
interes,t of the Eore,s-t Service in this area, and f.'eeling that our 
proposed investigat,ion was e:xpec-ted. to be more or les~ perfunctory, 
with very little- possibility of favorable: reoommendation., I am wondering 
if we should pursue· this :matt,e:r further. 

Donald B. Alexand.e-r. 
Ac:t-ing .Assistant: :Director .. 
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UNITED STAT.ES ,_J.. vi7L li!J[; ;T ,.·-; 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR;/t&,~*•··"'' 1 / 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ./1, f _ ,f. ·; ,' 
rf 
I GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK. ALJ.A-,{~~ • 

GATLINBURG, TENNESSEE ..,... ;;7 I/ v_:_...-----~ /--------
• J'uly.:6, 1934~ 

I / ) -~-- •• 

The Director, 
National Park Service, 

Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Director: 

Herewith preliminary report on the proposed Uwharr:i.e 
National Park, North Carolina. 

Accompanied by Associate Landscape Architect Roswell 
Ludgate, I spent July 23, 24, and 25 in the area. The entire 
area:;has been logged, some parts of it has been logged at 
least twice. Fifty per cent of the area is now cleared, 
perhaps an additional twenty five per cent was formerly 
cleared, but is now covered with light second growth. In 
other respects the area does not measure up to National Park 
standards. 

The Forest Service has set up the Uwharrie Purchase 
Unit with a gross area of 560,028 acres. Prominent citizens 
of Asheboro, and Albemarle, who were originally identified 
with the Park movement, and with whom we discussed the matter 
were unanimous in their opinion that it would be much better 
to create a National Forest in this area than to create a 
National Park, for the reason that many people would be per­
mitted to retain lands now owned by them. 

Upon receipt of maps promi sad to me by the Forest Service, 
a final report will be submitted. 

' rintendent. 



Mr. j • R. Eakin 11 
Superintemlent; 
Great. Smo]cy Mts. Natl. Park. 
,Gatli;~bu.g. 1!etm$aaee • 

Dear-M;. Eakin; . . 

August 4, 1934. 

l'o'llr lettez of J'ttly 26. -1ciq pi-elim1nary repo;rt 

.on the. pr.opos,ed 'Uwhani,a, Nattona.1 l?a.rk, North ea:rclina.. 

not be, made until your final re;)ort on the area is re• 

e.e.tv:ed. 

(SGD.) A. E. DEMARAY 
A. E. tentt1~ay, 

11.ot:ing Di~a,t.er. 
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The Director, 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK 

GATLINBURG, TENNESSEE 

National Park Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Director: 

August 11, 1934 

As we are today submitting report on Proposed Uwharrie 

Mountains National Park, your file in connection therewith, 

transmitted with your letter of May 16, is returned. 

Very tru:ro,- yours, 

.,_},.( 
/ I 

Encl. 

'1 
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'i~\' S r,1, 1'1The Director, 

National Park Service, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Director: 

As requested in your letter of May 16 and supplemented 
in your letter of July 12, Aspis,tant Landscape Architect 
Ludgate and I made an inves~igation of the Proposed Uwharrie 
Mountains National Park, in North Carolina, and a report of 
this investigation, together with map, is sent herewith. 

The area does not measure up to National Park standards, 
therefore, an adverse report has been made. 

Mr. Ludgate helped prepare the report, but is not in 
the office at this time to sign, but you are assured, however, 
that he concurs in this report. 

cc Mr. Ludgate. 

Encls. 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

•• GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK 

GATLINBURG, TENNESSEE 

August 11, 1934 

INVESTIGATION OF PROPOSED UWHABRIE NATIONAL PARK: 

LOCATION .AND AREA: -----
The area proposed for the Uwharrie National Park lies in 

Randolph, StanJ.y, lhvidson, and Montgomery Counties, in the central 
section of North Carolina. (_,/ 

There had been nothing constructive done toward outlining a 
definite area for a National Park. However, the National Forest 
Service has set up the Uwharrie purchase unit of 560,026 acres 
and a map of the purcbase unit was used in the investigation. There 
were no topographic maps of the area. ' / 1~ 
ACCESSIBILITY; (; 

United States Highway Nos. 311 and 411, and State Highways 
Nos. 62, 90, 70, 64, 51, 705, 109, 26, and 902 traverse the area, 
which is also crisscrossed by County roads as shown.on attached 
map. There are also numerous logging: roads which are not shown on 
the map. 

CHARACTERISTICS: 

Forest Service officials advised us tbat about fifty :per cent 
of the area has been cleared and is now under cultivation. They . 
also advised that at least an additional twenty five per cent had 
been cleared at one time. The entire area has been logged at least 
once and there have been many disastrous fires. There is no virgin 
timber in the area. The remaining forest is uninteresting. 

TOPOGRAPHY .AND ALTITUDE: 

The name l1Mountains 1t as applied to the Uwharries is a misnomer. 
The area is really a series of low, rounded, gently sloping hills. 
So far as it could be determined, the.difference in altitude between 
the valleys and the crest of the hills is appro:ximately 500 feet. 
The streams were small, many_ of them were practically dry, and a.11 • 
were uninteresting. 

GEOLOGY: 

The area was so far from National Park standards we did not 
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seek information concerning the geology of the region. However, we 
were infonned by a mining engineer that the rocks were very old and 
q_ui te interesting. A. small amount of gold is being produced by 
placer mining. Mining is done by individuals on a very small scale. 

TREES .AND PLANTS: 

The usual S::>uthern varieties of second growth oak with a scat­
tering of ·scrub pine pre.dominates: in the regeneration. The soil has 
deteriorated to such an extent that the minor plant life is very 
sparse. 

ANlMA.LS .AND BIRDS: 

At one time there were deer, wildcats and wild turkeys in the 
area, but they have become extinct in the region because of inten­
sive hunting. There remain a few foxes. and a considerable number 
of sq_uirrels. and rabbi ts.. Rattlesna..¼::es and. moccasins are said to 
be abundant but none were observed on the trip. Very few birds, were 
observed. 

PREHISTORIC INDIANS .AND OTHER HISTORIC.AL INTEREST: 

Inq_uiries regarding these topics indicated nothing of unusual 
interest. 

CLIMATE: 

Owing to low alti tud.e of the area the summer climate is very 
warm.. It was uncomfortably warm when the area was investigated and 

. would undoubtedly be unsuited so far as attracting tourist travel is 
concerned. 

LA.L'\JD OWNERSHIP .AND V.ALUES: 

Information obtained from the Forest Service indicated there 
were more than 6,000 holdings in the Purchase Unit averaging less 
than 100 acres each. Timber lands are held in small units rather 
than by large lumber companies,. We were advis,ed that cos:ts on these 
holdings would run from $4 to $30 per acre. No person with whom we 
talked knew of any offers of donations of land for park purposes. 
On the contrary, we were told that donations were not a possible part 
of the picture. 

POPULATION IN AREA: ---
We were unable to determine authentically the number of persons 

living in the area, but would estimate it conservatively at 10,000 1 
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exclusive of the towns. 

PERSONS Th""'l1ERESTED: 

The proposed national park was discussed with M. H. Birkhead, 
C. Thayer, and others of the Asheboro Chamber of Commerce, John B. Harris, 
Editor, Stanly News and Press, Albemarle, and Oliver C. Tovmsend, retired 
mining engineer, Albemarle. We later had an opportunity of discussing 
the matter with Congressman J. Walter Lambeth, in whose District the 
area is located. Without exception, all stated that a National Forest 
suited their purposes. better than a national park, in that people would 
not be compelled to move from the area. 

ITINERARY:· 

We left Gatlinburg in the morning of July 23 and arrived at 
Asheboro, North Carolina, at 4:00 PM. We immediately contacted Mr. 
Birkhead and Mr. R. G. Trogdon of the Forest Servic·e. We then drove 
from Asheboro to the top of Carraway Mountain where 4 good view of the 
area, which extended to the south, was obtained. We returned to 
Asheboro by State Highways Nos. 64 and 62, proceeding along the northern 
edge of the most rugged and inaccessible part of the area making side 
trips into this section over spur roads, returning to Asheboro for the 
night~ 

On the morning of July 2:4, we proceeded along State Highway No. 
26 to a point approximately 2 miles from Ulah, where we took a hike of 
about six miles into the inaccessible region. Returning to the aar, 
we proceeded along the west edge of the inaccessible area to Troy, where 
we visited Forest Service headquarters and had an o:pportuni ty of seeing 
the aeroplane map of the Purchase Unit, an examination of which bore 
out the statement that 50% of the area was cleared. We then returned 
to Asheboro.along U. s. Highway 311, through the approximate center of 
the Purchase Unit. We left Asheboro about 4:00 FM over State Highway 
No. 62, arriving at Albemarle about 5:30 B~. We were unable to get 
in touch with anyone interested in the park that evening. 

On the morning of July 25, we got in touch with Mr. John B. 
Harris and Oliver C. Townsend. Mr. Townsend appears to have been the· 
moving spirit, first for a national park, and afterward for a national 
forest. Yihile the Purchase Unit does not include any part of Stanly 
County, Mr. Townsend. stated he had reason to believe the Purchase Unit 

. would, within a few months, be enlarged to include a part of Stanly 
County. 

Map of the Purcllase Unit is a.ttached hereto. Route traveled 
during the inves;tigation is sho 

(Sgd) 

(Sgd) 
Roswell Ludgate, Asst. Landscape Architect. 



Mr. HaroJ_d C. 1 lclces 
Secretary of:the interior 
Washington, D. C. 

)Jear Jvu< .Lckes; '. 

Asheboro, 1~. c • 
. Novern.ber 13, 1934. 

ln re.cent months the LJnj_ted. titates en.:;_ineer·s :have 
l)ecn loqkin 0 over the range of uwharrie, .... h:ou_ntains with regard to 
establishing_ a United States National Park, offering to owners 
of property to buy the land suitabl-e fo::> this }?Urpose for ;w4.00 
per acre. 

1 a;n told that there are very fev,r 1Nho wc.v.ld. acce:t;:it 
such a low o:t'fer~ The thou 6ht t113,t ha.s st1·ucJ.<: me as an O'Nncr of 
two of these mountain tops is, that roads mic)1t 'J-e Luil t by the 
government, the owners d.eedin,:1; property for such toads a.s the u. s .. 
government rnight see fit to choose. 

This would 6 ive the public, 1n-this section, and 
tourists_ an opportunity to see tlle bea.ut ifD,,li- scenery that can be 
seen in these mountains~ \ 

l t would not cost the government as muc}'1. and: ·wGuld 
i1e a. great advant:.1,~e in the prevention and :9rotection from. I ires 
a.B ,.rvell au g i vinb ·e:rn1lloyment to many ·who .s..r e now receiving relief. 

I would gladly build roads throti.g;h 1:1y own prope:::·ty 
. but lj_ke rna.nj' othe:cs who hold real estate, 1 am financially unable 
to do so but would be( glad to coo:pora·;~e on ,ibove plan if offu:ect 
the opportunity. 1 only make t1li s as a sug[~e st ion but trust it 
may have yuur consideration. 

Very truly Yours, 

.. 4 4 v< rdTv<0 ~ 
Henry H~ Corwith 
Developer of Dogwood Acresv 

' • I 

I { 

~~-~ .. ~_!.L.. ___ ....:., -~-·-· 
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Tr Y ASH E·B-0 R..F . For • A HO l\f E, MA NU FA C ~JR ING OR FARMING 

350 Acres 

Well Timbered 

Rolling and Moutain Land 

Fine Views 

Good Spring Water 

Acreage 
Large Building Lots 

Mfg. Sites on R. R. 

.. 
DOGWOOD ACRES 

HENRY P. CORWITH, O\vner 

ASHEBORO, N. C. 

TERMS OF SALE 

For all Cash 10% 

Discount 

On Easy Terms 

20% Down. Balance 

Monthly, Quarterly 

or Yearly Payments. 

It has P.umerous possibilities, for an. Estate, Large Hotel, Golf Links, on top of Mountain, Sanitorium. 
Swimming Pools, Residential section or Automobile and Scout Camps. 

Dogwood Acres is an attractive piece of rolling and mountain land well wooded with about 500,000 feet of 
Timber 2,000 crossties and wood which will cut about 30 cords to the acre. 

The soil is good and will produce good crops of wheat, tobacco, corn, truck, fruits such as peaches, apples 
and small fruits. Also dairying and poultry raising do well here. 

Lot 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

The Mountain affords some very attractive and long distance views. 

There are wild quail, rabbits, squirrels, and turkeys within its boundarys. 

Each lot and acreage as platted on 125 acres is on a graded road, ,vhich runs from No. 90 Highway to 
Southern R. R. tracks. OP R. R. we have a frontage of one-half mile, which gives a fine location for Manufac­
turing plants and village 

The land is well watered with springs of purest water and branches run through the tract. 

The property is located dose to Asheboro, one mile from the post office. This thriving little city is up to 
date with excellent schools, churches, graded streets and other modern facilities. Proximity to these ad­
vantages make for a de~irable residential development. Asheboro is steadily adding to the Pumber and variety 
of its manufacturing plants. 

Nearly all lots are large enough as platted to make several lots as large as the ordinary 50 foot lot. 

Acreages well suited for Poultry Farms 

Block A Block B Block C Block D 
Size Lot Size Lot Size Lot Size 

1 1 acre 
160x223xl69 ft. 1 105x315 ft. 1 90x235 ft. 2 1 acre 
100xl60 ft. 2 110x240 ft. 2 90xl89 .ft. 3 1 acre 

100xl60 ft. 3 90xl89 ft. 
4 1 acre 

3 115x200 5 1 acre 
100x160 ft. 4 142x160 ft. 6 1 acre 

4 150x198 ft. 7 1 acre 
80x200 ft. 5 96xl70 ft 8 2.31 acres 
80x200 ft. 

5 150x198 ft. 
6 130x173 ft. 9 2.3 acres 

6 140x208 ft. 10 5.5 acres 
80x200 ft. 7 112x207 ft. 11 5.34 acres 

7 ·110xl86 ft. 12 5.24 acres 200x320 ft. 8 113x228 ft. _13 5.14 acres 
310x332x395 ft. 8 110x204 ft. 9 150x210 ft. 14 5.04 acres 

Other acreages of 12, 20 and larger, or will make price on entire acreage . 
. Will make price for 50 foot lots if desired. 

Lot 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
7 
6 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

LIVE IN THE COUNTRY NEAR A GROWING CITY 

Block E 
Size 

1.62 acre.:; 
1 acre 
1 acre 
1 acre 
1 a:cre 
3.01 acres 
1 acre 
2.58 acres 
4.81 acres 
4.94 acres 
4.98 acres 
12-10 acres 
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HAROLD D. COOLEY 
4TH DISTRICT 

HOME ADDRESS: 

NASHVILLE, N.C. 

I. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Honorable Harold L~ Ickes 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, D. C+ 

I 
., I 

Dear Mr; S.ecretary: 
, • I 

I 

·i -~-,-~}rmroB DlDP'r. 
H1,:nF;JVl?D 

r~ov 211934 
DFl•'lUE OF 

. fH.B SBCRE'TARY. 

I beg to enclose herewith a letter just 
received from Mr~IHenry P. Corwith, which is a copy of 
a letter addressed to you by him, and which is self­
.explanatory. 

I 

I assure you, Mr .. Lckes, that I am heartily 
in favor of this plan, and I hope that it will be .con­
sistent with your-I good office to put forth every p'es­
sible effort in behalf of the development. This ils a 
be:autiful sect;ion I of North Ca-rolina and I am sure 'would 
mean a great dea.l to ~he Administration if this pre­
position can be carr~ed th~ough. 

Please advise me freely and frankly your own 
opinion of the possibilities of Mr. Corwith's suggestion, 
returning the copy of his letter to you for my files . 

........, • - .. ~ .. --. ~Soi:. f"Pl•ICI----

With kindest regards··; I am· 

Respectfully yours, 

~~ 

I 

I ! -
I 



November 24, 19~4. 

Mr. Henry. P. Corwith, 

SeQreta.ry Ickes haa reoaived your latter of November l.3 
regarding the possible l!'oderal,. development of! the Uwharrie 
Mountains region, anti bae. :referred it to th:ta Service for 
reply. 

We greatly appreciate your otfer to cooperate in the 
development ot roads into the region. However, the National 
Park Service ha.a no jurisdiction over road building operations 
on areas not under its administration~ 

The engineers you :refer to as ot."fering to purchase 
property to~m the Government do not Papresent this Servioe, 
and we have no definite plans for the establishment of a 
national park ther@. Such a proposal has been ma.de to us, 
h9:wever, and we hava ha.d ·tne area investigat(}d by a member 
of our f1el~ -start. A rsport we.s recently received f'rom 
him and final studies will be made soon. 

If it ahoulo. be :found e..dviaable to gtve further con­
sideration t.o the establiahm.ent of a nationa.l :park there_, 
your ooo_peration will be appl'eoiated. At present, however, 
we can offer you no definite statement in the matter~ 

Congressman liarold D. Cooley has forwarded 11.ihe copy 
of your letter to Secreta:ry- Ickes, and a :reply has been made. 
Possibly Oong:ressman Cool9y will notify you of this re:pl.y. 

Sincerely yours., 

t_!'~G-V.J• !i'1.RNO B. CAMME:ztER 

Arno a~ Crunmerer. 
Director. 
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UNITED STA'J'Es ~ 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

-WASHINGTON 
YELLOWS NO'XWJJ 

.-·· - ' :.d 
I 

~\HK S[HV;' ·- • 

Bon.. lla:rola D. (looltt7, 

«r1:,v!i.O 

\\\ 0~ -~ a ,s'34 

. Mouse lflt. bpli1#&e:ntatlve . 

fSf'J~ffl$J'Y.IDlliet1: 1tiule ir$4td.:vett fQU!)' letter ,flt' No~~:.t' 2.0:, 
en0,losing, a -q0:w of a il\\tw,r tic) h.b:t from U:r-.•. a»n~J P., Co:rtd,t'h 
.at Ashe:tsoro, 1ll$,1lh _ Oi1.~l1ttr£... ~a•Hl.1/C _ the IJQ;J;J.dtng ot lt!Qii:ti!e 
1nto th& 'Om:t't'1$- :&.~n~ain.u: r0ir.to.n, ru1a _lme ·ask>!i!d ~• t4'l g!v.t, 
:,on a repl,J'. _ The_ i)1'1.e'iaa1 o.r :mr. Q.q.nith's 1et%;,er· htll!f ,t1a1.t 
beeft re-tot vet end l:la:s bo&a ;i~fe-;r:r-ed ta tlta. N\!lt1'llnbl l'?a~k 
~rnce tor l'e',Pl:y .. 

'.a'1-e ~ngl:n6el"s whom lb' .. fJorwtth rep-e-rt@d s.s off3~.i,:ng tci 
purab&se la:m'ls in t~e 'UtthA:rrln ffie:un\tol~a :,,tliffll;,• do Mt ir:~. r~'11-~nt 
thta: nsr,n1:--tment, 1And M «~fi~tto ~ - ha'V'a bec~n me.-r.t.ei tor th'$ 

&sta-lJl!a~·t d a natli,ftal- park ttu,,1"~• About: & ye&i.r ago n~oh 
$. pro-~e.~ 11'8"$ ,~-~-ll!'te.(t t.o th<~ _l~~»~nal, ~l'k l8l"Yi,C,e., ,t.n 
illw&.t:S.~tto-n ~, a~~'le, alltt% a r~_pf.,l."'t w.r,s ~!lUb.1t1tf.t!tuid b it~"Wit 
of th 1:e '¥' • fl.ll". A,'S ~(\¥3:?l n,s f'la1 ~~I\U.~,iil h'V~ baln. eompl,$'tifl4 
/Q(l a deeta1~n •A~ in, the mutt,ir"' you, ~,:u. ~• notif'ie-lll .. 

J}~*'Ctta, 
·11tnl. lii9li1ia-

~~g·~. _ r~~ ri_ffi ~~- ~ n fRY 
l~ A. ~l-a,tt&l"Y1'-­
h,i@Gmill. J,.t!<t-i at ta:n i 
°tt) th$ SiHUU.~ t:a:l'f-. 
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Stanly County Democratic Executive Committee 

Hon. R.L. Doughton 
W~shing~on, D.C. 

R.R. INGRAM, CHAIRMAN 

ALBEMARLE, N. C. 

March 2nd. 
1935 

Dear Congressman .Doughton: 
I 

The citizens of Stanly County have been very much 
interested in securing a state or nat,~onal park in 
the. Morrow's Mountain vicinity, a part of the 
Uwharrie range, and have spent considerable time 
and effort in the interest of same. I have been 
~equested by Mr. W.B. Beaver, Vice President of the 
Cabarrus Bank & Trust Company, Chairman of the 
local committee of this p·roject, to write you 
.for you1" cooperation and support concerning· the 
matter. 

Various citizens ovming land in this area have donated 
to the state for the use of a park, which I Tunderstand 
will be develdped,by the national government, bet~een 
1800 and 2000 :'acres of land, and the deeds to srune 
have beeri executed and are now held in escrow. 

Mr. L.A. Sharpie., Inspector National Park Service, 
has inspected 'this area, and is favorably impressed 
with the beaut:iful scenery, and adaptability of this 
area for a park., and has recomn:ended sa.I11e. The 
project has been passed on by authorities in· the 
Raleigh and Richmond offices, and has peen forwarded 
to the proper authorities in Washington, D.C., and 
I do not think there is any doubt but what this 
project will be approved by the Washington officials. 

In order to make the property more complete and more 
desirable for a park it will be necessary to buy 
additional property, and I wondered if it would not be 
possible to interest the government in buying some 
additional land in this area. The party owning 
Morrow•·s Mountain and the surrounding land, pas donated 
several hundreds of acres of valuable land fo'r this 
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Stanly County Democratic Executive Committee 
R.R. INGRAM,.CHAIRMAN 

ALBEMARLE, N. C. 

Page 2 Mr. Doughton -

purpose, but has not donated the Mountain, which 
is one of the most beautiful and valuable spots in 
the entire area. This party is not financially able 
to make 'other donations, and has offered to sell 
this property. at a very reasonable figure. In 
order to complete the project and to secure the 
land necessary, it will cost around ten thousand 
($10,000) dol]_ars, and I thought probably , 
since the land-owners have made such liberal 
donations, that the national government would 
lend a ~elping hand in this great and worthy under­
taking, and appropriate a reasonable amount t·o 
secure the additional land necessary and desired. 

I hope it will be convenient for you to visit this 
park area sometime in the near future. I am 
confident that I am safe in saying that there is 
no spot in all of Piedmont.North Carolina equal to 
Morrow's Mountain and vicinit.y in scenic be~uty. 

Thanking you in behalf of our local committee and 
the citizens of our county, for your esteemed 
favors in this matter, I am • 

Very respectfully yours, 

I:A 
ff\ Pf 9vtpt-~.c----c ... 

R.R. Ingram 

\! 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 

March 5, 1935. 

E, W. G, HUFFMAN, CLERK 

Memorable Arno. Carn.merer, Di:iz-ector 
Natfonal"Park·s~rvioe 
Washingt0n, D" 0. 

My dear Mr •. Carrunerer: 

Enclosed please :find letter 
I ha_v.e received from Mr. R. R. Ingram of 
Albemarle, North Ca:rolina, which is self­
explanatory. 

I shall gr~~tly appreciate an 
expression of your views touching upon the 
matter of a proposed natiena,l. park in the 
Uwharrie Mountain Range. 

Awaiting your reply and with 
best wishes, I am 

Very 

RLD: jm 

- _J 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE~~IOR 

'i'bis. 1e 1n ~ply t-o your" n1c~nt can and lettei"' of Mat.reh 5 . 
to f.br .•. e~~ir.,. _fil~H~lo.~.nt a letter .trom Ml~ .. H. R. Ing.ram of.' 
ilb.am:i.arlfj,~, No,rtb. ~r,o-11:ha, det1.Hng ~1th the pll'Qtpo.~a nµtional 
park in th(1 Uwhe.rl"it.'# !ill'Qut.1ta::i.-n nauge., •• 

An in.voa.ti.ga-Uon was m..'lcr~ ~of' ths p.-roposoo Uwhe..t":t',le Mom;i.tafn. 
Natlonal Pan and n ltsp·ot"t .eub :1.it.te-d dnrln '" !.11~11st 1934 ~. AGl1Zord-
1ng t<;> th.16 ra~o-J~t it i!S heH.eve.d 17hnt ab.o:u; :t"J.:fty pe·x:-eah.t .of 

1
t.he 

land in question he.a been ol:e·a.'.tl"~tl an~ fa. :nn:dG:r.:--,1ul ti vatti:m,'♦, Jl!f:Lth 
this eondiU,o:n tJnut!ni~ th'e in:-·ae. is ·1:wt bie:il1ovea to be or 1.1at.,ion.a:l 
park ealiber. 

I.t. is b&l.11.'¼v:elll., l1:rJ1~~Ye:r, etrnt tb:o l\"(111'!.lts'i:: S,(¥Mric111 ia cottdue:t­
. ;ing a purobt,ts.1.ng program lr.1 tlili.a f.i~ea .•. 

A.. E • Da:ltltill'fi:y • 
A.et!tag Di:ret1tor. 

.. 1 
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1 \ COPY UNITED STAT,ES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE PARK DIVISION 

409 South Tryon St. 
Charlotte, N. C. 

REPORT OF 
INSPECTOR L.A. SHARPE 

ON UWHARRIE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK 

June 23, 1935 

Uwharrie Mountains, located in Randolph, Montgomery, Stanley and 
Davidson Counties, North Carolina. 

The statement made in the memorandum of June 15th that this area 
contained a virgin stand of balsam is erroneous. The area is wooded in the 
greater part with long leaf pine, short leaf pine. The balsam or fir does 
not grow and will not thrive at the altitude common in the Uwharries. It 
is the opinion of this Inspector that the Uwharries can lay no claim whatso-
ever to importance as a National Park, although parts are of State Park 
caliber. Morrow Mountain St&te Park, recently established, is located on 
the fringes of the Uwharries near Albemarle, N. C., and is typical of that 
mountainous section. Another factor ruling against the area as a National 
Park is the lack of clear water. Much of the land in the vicinity is bELdly 
eroded and all the streams are muddy. This Inspector h1:1.s no way of knowing 
what sort of report was submitted by Superintendent Eakin of the Great Smoky 
Mountain National Park, but it is inconceivable that it could have been favorable 
toward the location of a National area in the Uwharries. Parts of the area 
have been acquired by the National Forest Service and a large purchase area 
has been established. 

(Signed) L.A. Sharpe 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
BRANCH OF PLANNING 
EXTENSION DIVISION 

-

PROPOSED NATIONAL PARKS~ MONUMENTS 

(Form of report from Regional Officers) 
To be typed throughout. 

100532 

Letter of transmittal: To be attached (surunary and recommendation) 
Name pf Project: Uwharrie Mountains National Park 
Location -(atate 1 comty, distance anq direction from known city) 
North Carolina--Montgomery, Stanley and Davidson counties 

Area - Total 72,000 Acres Square Miles. ----

Bomdaries - (description, reference to maps to be attached) 

Proposed: 

Recommended: Area not recommended 

Accessibility: 

Railway: x 
Highwp.y: x 
Airline:x 
W!3-terway: 

Major characteristics - (Indicate those which are outstanding and 

I. 

./ attach additional information if necessary) 

1. Scenic features - ( topography·;- elevation, plant cover, 
water, etc.): 

Rolling
1 

to mountainous, 1,000-1,500 ft. elevation, 

2 Holant. co:ver..1 etc,.. t. . featur~,s .. . 1storica~ or prenis·oric _ ~ 

5. Geological features: 

Very old and badly eroded range of mountains 



100532 

4., Recreational Possibilities (if compatible with project) 

National: 

Local: 

Estimated population within a radius of 50 miles: 

5. Biological features:· 

Vegetative: 

None in particular 
Wildlife: 

Need for conservation: 

Relative importance in comparison with areas of similar 
nature elsewhere: 

100 11 

200 II 

Not to be compared with proposed Dan'l. Boone or Great Smokies or 
National Beach Park at Cape Hatteras 

Possible development - • 

Recreational facilities (if compatible with project): 

Utilities -

Water supply: 

Parking space, capacity: 

Campground sites, capacity: 

Light and power facilities: 

2 

---
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100532 
..... __ 

Sewerage disposal facilities: 

Capacity for handling of visitors: 

Practicability of administration and protection: 

Other land uses -

Mining resources: Gold being mined successfully in this region. 
Aluminum Company of America has plant at Albemarle. 

Agricultural re..-1our·ces: Some parts good; much poor land. 

Grazing: 

Cultivated crops: 

Timber: More suitable for timber growing than anything else 

~lunting & .F·ishing uses: 

Power Resources: Already heavily developed by private companies. 

Irrigation Resources: 

5 
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100532 

Ownership: r 
I _. 

Railways: 
State: 
Municipalities: 
Private: 

Total alienated lands 1 

Mining claims: 
Grazing permits and withdrawals: 
Power permits: 

National forest lands: 
Public domain: 
Reclamation projects: 
Indian lands: 

Land Values: 

History of project: 

Local attitude: 

Total permit acreage 

Total public lands 

Total acreage 

Persons interested: Senator Bailey, N .G,. 

Itinerary (Sheet to be attached) 

Bibliography: 

List of photographs, maps and printed information submitted: 
(Sheet to be attached) 

-------

Note: All maps which are specially prepared by the 
Regional Offices should. conform to one of the 
following standard sizes: 

Letter size - 1811 x 2411 - 2411 x 3611 

4 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE PARK DIVISION 

'.l.'HIIlD REGIONAL OFFICE 
2100 Cent:ro.1 Kational Bank Bldgo 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA. 

June 26, 1955 

State Park ECW 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: Subject: Uwharrie Mountains National Park, 
North Carolina 

Please refer to your memorandum to Regional Officers dated 
May 17th regarding a~eas which have been proposed for administration 
by this Service. 

We a_,pend her~to a co1)y of a report to this office from Reg­
ional Inspector ~harpe, together with Form 100532 and a map of the 
North Carolina State Highway System upon which has been shown the 
location of the proposed area. 

Yours very truly, 

H. E. Weatherwax 
Regional Officer 
Third Region o~-
BY, a/- /<7_,~.,... 

A. P. Bursley 
Assistant Regional Officer 



PROPOSED UWHARRIE. MOUNTAINS' NATIONAL PARK, N". C,. 

REVIEW: This area is, located 1n Stanley,, Rand.o,lph and Davidson Counties. 
North c·arolina,- and c·onsist:s. of 7.Z., 000 acres.. lt was fLrst: 
brought; to our attention hy Senator Bailey and. Gongressman:J 
Dough t.on. in Oc.tober 1.933. .A c.onferen.ce: be.tween them. and Ml'. 
Wirth brought out: the necess,i.ty of a: field. inve.s.tiga:tion. to. · 
settle the· matter· of· it·s s.uitabil.ity for- a national park. Mr. 
Wirth maintained at the. t-ime: that: it was not: up to, standard.a. 

As it was; imprac:t,icaI for S'upt ... T,oll. to investi.ga.te the area,. 
it was finally decided that Supt. Eakin. would do it without. 
Mr. Wirth,. as directed. in. letter to Supt. Eakin from the· 
Dire:c,tor of l\i.iB.y 16, 

1 
1.934:. 

supt. Eakin.ts: report,. received. on Aug. 11., 1.934-,. was. adverse., 
stating that; the: area doe,s not. measure up to national park, 
standards. He stated that 50% of the area. considered. is 
cultiva.te.d. and· another· 2.57!,' is, of small second growth timber·. 
There is- no v.irgin timber on. the area. The topography is n.ot 
really mountainous, but is composed. of. hills of no particular 
character· .. The wi.ldlife: is un.important and there, is nothing 
of· historical interest. on the: area. There is some gold. mining 
being dona. The· Fore·s.t Service has es.tablished a PUrchase: Unit 
with 6000 holdings totaling 560,-02.6 acres being consi.d.ered. 

The rec-ent form report submi.tted by- the Third. Regional 
Offilc:er.· on_ J"une 2:6, 1.935, bears: ou.t the statements in. Supt. 
Eak:iin. ~s. -report., and sugge.s.ts that part. of the area has state, 
park: :poss.ibilities:, but is absolutely not up to national park 
standards. 

REC0IVJMENDATI0N: 

APPROVED;: 

:Et is. re,connnended that this area be disapproved and dropped 
from our 1-ist. of propos:ed national parks. 

~UG 211935 
iam. 

·. . Director. 

~ 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

·~,.~ ,,.s. .. ~ •. , 
-~- .. ,,.-., .. ,.,......,.o:-r,,~----

·-llnt.t•d ·$taters Sonat•·• 

My ,.r~t1at1r 13-.Ueyr 

· !hta l♦ttt1r Jta, rettn11ee t• your 1:ntenu,t in -the 
••bli•~t tt, t,h♦ ~.1ittrie Monlai-.s a.a a t•ti(),•J. 
l'Hlt"k~ 

Atl iltff11t$.g,dl$1.1 •• •'•~ ot • th• llN• .nd • Ffp{.),rt 
1u'bmttt-,t ta Aug_.'b, 19;$4• !~la ftPtt7' 1:battd thtt\,\,~'&~t 
ti~ """ t•i\ t-r the lMd b l!d;U:llitlton Ja-.t b:e&ta clflNa 
~ put un<l'fr tul,1'1/e.'tiJ;,a., A NRf~ ol>m;ttted.. 111 
110. tu"h•~ , •• ,. <>U.tl '·tb-1:d ttet. Wll.th iin:t, oend • , 1-• 
•11lb!ng, tb t.l'A l;$ \r4&t \tl.itt:1tt<l 1'0' Q(l\ Mt,iC>~.·, '!ffl,rk: 
..tokrd4 ttbloh ftf.(1\i'.\l);lt ih-.t A$ dil'-a, to bQ tt ~i.J4' J~l 
pa:r~ ~-.lllaH 1

' !i.Ud :.ot f)Jl:.t., JH(Uit~91$ m.,ttta~a1n1 $! .. ,~,,. 
htatQti.cs,. -~:f nwnl qul:tti••• 'b® 1A.U&t, :i. in ttt ,•• 
deYe).o!!iMcl ,c~_M!.ti- • i "t;f,_. V;l,,f, •I; 

•:: 

\ \ 
• ! 



JOSIAH WILLIAM BAILEY, N. C., CHAIRMh.---
PARK TRAMMELL, FLA. ARTHUR CAPPER, KANS. 
HUGO L. BLACK. ALA. JOHN G. TOWNSEND. JR. 1 DEL. 
MARCUS A. COOLIDGE, MASS. WALLACE H, WHlTE, JR .• MAINE 
M. M. LOGAN. KY. ERNEST W. GIBSON, vt. 
EDWARD R. BURKE, NEBR. -- --
LEWIS B. SCHWELLENBACH, WASH 

THAD PAGE, CLERK COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS 

September 16, 1935 

Hon. A. E. Demaray, 
Acting Director, 
National Park Service, 
Washington, D. c. 
My dear Mr. Demaray: 

Thank you for your letter of Septem­
ber the 3rd., with reference to the establish­
ment of the Uwharrie Mountains as a national 
park. 

Sincerely yours, 

JWB/Pa 
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