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By Ralsten B. Lattimere, Junier Higtorian, N, P, %8,,
Hovewber 27-28, 1935.

“Cornwallis's Heszdquartera"

Referred to 100311{ 28 "the Pmmgwin house™, the
“Cornwallie House", the “0ld4 Yrisht Heuse", and the
Msry Rewe Wiggins oreperty, this house stands on the
southwest sorner of Third and Market Streets (No. 224
Market Street) in the City eof Yilmingten, N. C.

Court House Regoras

Lack of time prevented an examinati:n of ceurt
house reesrds in “ilaington, but T wus told by Uias
Nabel “gbber, lidbrarian,that the grester part »f the
earlier records of Wilmington had heen rem ved to

Hystory

Built prior to 1771, this house wnas the residence
of Joha Burgwin, who went t0 Fagland juat before the
outbresk of the Rgvoluti~n net t¢ return. After the
Revolution the house was occounied by Juisge Joshma Tright
and family until efter the Civil war (Juige ¥Yright
received title by deed, Avrril 10, 1799,) when it became
the property of "m. A, YoRary, and after "is derath the
property of his widow, and uven her deceaae the home
and property of Mias Rawe “iggins, the alster of Mrs,
dsRery, until ¥isge Wiggins death in the early fall of 1930,

Before lesviang “innsbore, Cornwallis ordered Lieutenant-
Colonel Balfour at Charleston to send a oompetent force by
water 40 felge Yilmington and to estadlish a bagse of supplies
there. Ina eonsecauence of which Y¥ajor Jemes H. Creaig took
poseension of ¥ilmington, Jan. 28, 1%81. His force consisted
of eighteon vessels, cosrrying a full fupply of vrevisione,
sunitions, and 400 regulsr troops, artillery and 4ragoons..

At thrt time Tilmington eontalned dbut 200 houses ond a
population of 1,000 people. The whole Cape Fesr region wss

defonaeloffuinl tAt ARI5N 0PaTER H013a 200" 2R " 000,00 37 ERY
ﬁuraﬁ?a residence &s headquarters. After the Battle of

Guilferd Court Housae, Cornwallis withdrew %o Yilumington,
arriving there April 7, 1781, and remained there eighteen days
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¥llaington--Renort of Ralston Lattinore 2.

for the purpose of reorgsnising his ahattered forces. On
April 25, 1731, Cornwellis began his march toward Virginia.
During the eighteen daye that he remsined in Wilwmington,

it 1s said that he occcupied the Burgwin residence as
headquarters. (T could find aatusl proof of this. The
printad state and colonial records of North Careolina are
sllent on the subject. Vartisus data was esld to De in
posgessizn of urs. Joha D. Jellazy, Jr., dut she +ie not
in "ilmington and the data was not available to me.)

ajor Craig, left in command at ¥ilmington after the
departure of Corawallls , rezmained in the Rurgwin house
until towerd the middle of Wovember when he left Yilaington
by asa with his foraes.

Desoription of House

The Pumgwin house, bullt on the down alove of a hill,
19 a two story frame structure, with cellar and attlc, in
& style of architecture, lecally known, &¢ Carolina Colonial.
The deat feature of its exterior is a very fine palsdian
door on the front faoing iiarket strect. The side lights and
fan light were remosved at a relatively late.verind and
replaced with ornamental chased glars. (The orlginal fan light
cen be found in the esat room of the attic.)

An 8d44it1on geens to have been dDuilt on the rear on the
Third Street slde of the house {interior finish much méme simple),
snd a pgrt of the dack verandas (unner and lowsr) has deen
enclored.

Oa the first floor, there 18 & stair hall of good proportions;
the eteir wakes a dsuble turn with & lunding to the second fleor;
hendrail and ballusters curved mahogany of siaplie design, eoranice
in tact. Two roome to east, svall and not well proportioned,
contaln original cornlce and sinsple wentels >f wood. UDrawing
room Lo weat of entrance containe very beaut{ful cornice, agein
of slaple deslgn--original mantel removed and replnced by
white marble mantel (mid 19th century). This room is of exgellent
proportions. The hall and roomns on seaond fleor dunlicate
the first floor plan. Howaver, the weat bhedroom located over
the drawing room, has the most eladorete finish of any room in
the house. The present gntrence seems % be through rhat was
2t ene time & 0loset, the old entrzaee having been blooked up
with some kind of wall bomrd. Cornjee, panelling, mansal, and
doors of this room are iatast. An originall deor knod and look
in this room would lead one to suspect that all hardwsre was at
one time bruss. The two or three susll recms on the sesond fleor
looated in the newsr part of the houce are of no partigular
interest. Tvo storsge rooms are located in the attioc and severel
rocms in the eellar; in the latter are very aimple wocd msntela.
Treditisn olaims thuat there are dungeons under the ocellar, used
at one time &s & @ilitary vrisen. There is a deep bDrioked pit
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¥ilmington--Report of Ralston Lattimore 3.

at the froat end of the cellar, but the eonstrustion of this
faature apnears to hsve been & neceseary part of the foun-
dations due %o the slope of the lend. T¢ 1e alro eaid that
8 large brick sewer lesds from 9t. Jases church under the
Burgwin reeldencs to thie river.

To the remr of the house ls an 0ld garden on the
edge Of whioh 1g oontalned the drick kitohens, now ocounied
by a negro osretaker, latilda Oscar, and teo the west of the
garden ir a brick atsble building (probadbly dsting from
21d-19th century) and & one story freme structure containing
three emaull reexs, #aid to have deen slave quartera.

The briok and stone fo:xmdction under the kitchen
bullding ie massive and the detalils of its conatruction &we
of intereat.

State of Presarvetl-n

Roof,tin 1in bad repalr, & nuxber of le-ke belng viaible
in ths upper rooas and in the attic. "“he floore in nesrly
all of the rooms have sagged, which would lead one to suspect
thet the house has settled to & great extent, the woodwork and
floors of the qellar reows ore in an advuinced stute of decsy
and would necessitate redullding. A levrge hot glir furnace in
an uafinisgh:d psrt of the oellar also appeared to De in & state
of deosy. The kitchen building and the alave quarters are alse
in & state of Qecay. Tstlmating roughly, I would exneot that
it would require frea £10,000 to {15,000 to restore the
property .

At the presgent time the property le owned by the heire of
Kles Rows WiggAns (gee will attached).

Trusteee for the Fstate of ¥isn Rowe Wiggin

The P2faty Terosit a&nd Truect Compnany &rs of Baltlmore,
daryland, are trusteer and exacutors for the above estate.
The ¥ilmington Savings and Trust Compeny, "ilmington, ®. C.,
Hiochurd Rogers, Trust Officer, are trustees for the oroverty
located in Wilalngton. They reprsnsnt the estate and not-
the heirs. They have the right to sell the nroverty, dut
the sale must be spproved accoriing te the terma of the
will of Uies Tiggine.

Apking Price

" The nephews of “ies Jiggina, who have power under the will
to apnrove or dlsapprove a sale of the proverty by the Wilslington
Ssvinga and Trust Cempany, hsve indicated that they wish a total
of §$72,000 for the property located at Third and ¥arket Streets.

hie property, in its entirety, oonsiets of & plet of lang,
146 feet on larket Streot, 198 fect on Third Street, two amall
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one story brick etores on Market Street, the 014 residenae
on the corner of idarket and Third, and the osutduildings
wenti ned above. :

Tax Assewsnents (City and County--no tate)

Hew Haneover County Court House..Assesgment Rook, 1932-1938,
Vel. I, Block 153.

"Lend..eee. . 25,740 Ratea...City #1.50 per hundred
?u;ldiasa... g,ooo County .65 " "

ou L X 2K BN X B 3 '
Insurance oarried on the bulldings emrunts teo ap-rox. £8,002

Value of pr rt

The Standsrd 01) Gozpany has a fillégg station oan the
northwest oorner of lerket and Third<-the northeast corner is
o:cupied by an ebaolete anartaent house, and the southeust
gorner by “t. Jagmes' Tolasopal church.

An oll ocoapsany, tocording to Richard Hogers, Trust Officer,
tas offered £258,000 for the eorner pite oacunied by the
Surgwin house. This amsunt wag offered for a viet of land,
$00x100 8. Obvioualy this offer is more than the proverty
ia worth. The two one story stores on Mwrket Street locsted
oa the Vigging Tet-te proverty hring in a arnsa revenue of
not more than $25.00 per aonth esch. The mala duainess
dlstrict is several dblocks away, and no tendenay of busineas
to Gove wartward on residentlal Market atreat csn be noted
at present. The offer of the all company was turned down by
#iss viggine pephews--one of whom wished %35,000, end the
other $47,500. The 041 Comnany alght be willing to pay
430,000. An offer made by the Colanial Dames severdl vesrs
ago, 320,000 for 66 ft. on Market street, the entire frontage on
Third Street, and an "L" shaped piece of land in the rear
including the st:ble and slave quarters, wus also turned :lown,

Cooperation by Colonlal Nsmes of Novth Carxrelina.

The Morth Carolina Society of Colontal Deazes is most anxious
to savc the Rurgwin houss. If they are moade eustodians of the
property and allowed to walntain hesdquarters in the huilding,
they will atteupt to ralse from $12,500 to 215,000, wheeh would
bs about théir limit at the prersent time. The City of Tilaingt n
signt contribute & szall sdditional sum, according to J. ®. L.
Wade, City Comailssioner of Public 7orks. But to nurchsae
the property and restore it would require a minimum eutlay ef
avproxinutely $%0,000.
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Other Historie Rasidences
in %iloington, N. C.

2!!!551 andion

A grest frare house on the northecst corner of ¥rrket and
Flfth Streeta, four storiss including & brick beeemate, con-
structed 1257-1859 by the late "r. Joun D. Sell<umy, planter
an? zerchant. The residences s suls to have heen built
out of one yesr's orofits from the aale of tar, pitch, and
turpentins.

This house ie 1in good repniyr, and is cozvlete even 2
itn furnishings (@id-Victorian) end is an excellent example
of the town hnuse of a plantatlsn c-ner.

It iz now occuniad ap a residence by Mirs Kllen D. Rellawy,
BA yesrs of age, and will not de aold during her likfetime.

dasonic Hall

Amsll brick bBuilding on Repmsxent Orange stroet, betwern
Front and Seodnd Streets. Conatructed 1303 and usged ss
a Masonic hall until alros 1843, when it wes 3014 to Thomas ¥,
Braoen as @ T«fRidence.
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.
E Disry of Raleton Lattimore
A 7ilaington, ¥. C., Trip, November 26-28, 1935,

6115 P, M,, Nov. 26, 1935. Left Charleston, 5. C., for
%11mington, N. C., by bus.
11115 P. M,, Nov. 26, Arrived 7ilmineton, Y. C.

9 A, ¥., Nov. 27. Took snanshots of “Cornwallis House” and
neighborhood, and “Nellang Meneien".

10 A. ¥, Nov., 27. Interview with ¥re, J. ¥alter ¥illismaon,
president, North Cerolina <scolety, Colonilel Tames,
and ¥rs. w. K. Harriss, Recording “ecret ry.

Alpo interviewed John D. Bellamy.
. 11:30 A. ¥, to 12 Neoen. Walked through old part of ¥ilmingtsn
\ with Mrs. Harries.

? 12 Noon %o 12:30 P. M., Nov. 27. Interview with Richard Rogers,
. trust officer, Yilaington Savings emd Trust %o.,
whigh 1s trustee for the Ternwallis proverty.

x 12:30 to 1 P, M,, Nov. 27. Tnterviewsd City Commissioner of
f Tublic Torks and secured sarke” man of Yilaington.
1P, ¥, to 1:15 I, ¥, ~ecured ity sn’ oounty tex assemsments
and pste from auditor's office.
1:1% P. K, to 1330 P. ¥, Made arrangements to secure photogrophs,
1330 P. M. to 2 P, ¥. Tnterviewed Lewis N. Moore, Chamber of
Com-erce in regsrd to photogrspvhs.
@ P, ¥, to 2:39 P, ¥. Luneh.
2:37 P. %. to 3 P. M. Looking over cellection of books in
Histo~iesl room, "ilmington, Public Lidbrary.
o 3 P. 4. Zecond interview with Mr. Rogers.
4 P. . 8q00nd interview with Nra. Williamson and tour of
Nellamy m-nsion.
' 6 P. M, to 7 P. M. Dinner.
7 P. ¥. to 9 P, ¥, Taking notes in “ilaingt~n Tublic Library.

11 A. M., November 28. Inspected “"Corawsllis Weadquarters™.

12:% Pa M. to 1 P. ¥. Secured blue print of ¥iggins property,
and photogravhea.

1 P, ¥. to0 1:30 P. M. Dinner.

1139 P, 4, to 853130 P. ¥, Arranging revort.

6140 P, M, Left Tilaington, %¥. C., for Washington, D. C., via
Atlantie Ceast Line.

6135 A, ¥., Nov. 290. Arrived in Weshington, D. C.




Historicul Hotes on
Cornwallis'es Hesdquarters
in "1lmington, ®. C.

Losalang, Nenson, J» The Fictoriasl Fledl Pook of the Revolution
Ing'o volumes. K. Y., Harrer RBrothers Fublieshers,
1\ -«‘O .

vol. IT., p. 407T.

"nefore lesving Winnsborough, Cornwallie despntohed
an order to Lt. Col. Belfour, w.o qomzande” at Cherleston, to
eend = competent force by water to tske “ilmington."

Vol. TI, p. 57%.

"Creig held undisturted vossess!on of Wilamington until
the arrivel of Corawallin, on the seventh of Anril, after his
battle w th Greocne at Juilford. Ye rew:ined in Tilmington with
his ghattered army, slghteen dcya, 1o reoruit, and to deteraine
upon his future course. iis residence wee on the ocorner of
Harket and Third Strects; now, (1852} the dwelling of Dostor
T. H. Fright. §T1llurtrated by amall drawing of house). Apurised
of Greene’s xarch toward Cxmden, and hovning to 4raw hiz awsy froa
Rawdon, there snoamped, Cornwsllis mcrched into Virginla, end
Jolnes forcen with Arnold and Pbillips at Peteraburg.®

Hovell, Andrew J. The Deok of “ilamlngton No iaspriat. 1930.

P’o 61-67 .

Tell: of movemsnte of Craig &nd Cornwallie at
- Wilmiogton. %n pege 62 ie the statement thst Cornwellis
odsounied the Burgwin houss as his headqusrters.

Sprunt, James. Chronicles of the Cape Fear River, Raleigh
Fawarde and Broughton Frinting Co., 191A. ’

Pp. 88-89. Relatza 1incidents conneoted with occupation
of Wilmington by ¥ajlor Craig and Comwallis, but docs not mention
hexdquarters.

3prunt, Jases. Tales &and Traditions of the laswer Cape Fesr, 166l
1896. Twilmington, LeGwin %rothera Printers, 1

Conta ing aothing of velue.

John Burgwin (a dlegraphlosl sketoh) by Harshall Delancey flaywood
in Biogra of North Carolina from Coloniel

PR
§3-66. Times to P'redent, (Chas. L. VanNewvpen,
Greenabore, W. . MCMXVII. Mo aention of houge.
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Printed State an@ Colonlal Archives of Morth Carolina
contain no references to0 the Nurgwin house or Corawallie’s

hesdquarters in "ilaingtsn.

dketon 21d Iright Home, Ysriet an” Third Itreets,
wtlml%ggon. ¥. C. by John D. Nellamy, Jr. 1in Fortieth
gonusl Report of the National Coclety of the Cokonls
Dazes of Amerios in the Stzte of Morth Carolina, 1934. Ko
imorint. Pp. 51-93.

*Records sollected and compiled from true and
authentic data by John D. Bellamy, Jr., for his wife
dery Wright Giles.

Feature article, lllustrated. Ni1-toric Nome Syadol of
city's Ape., by John 7. Wessell, Jr. ~In The Junday 9t.r Hewe
¥ags»ine, Wilmington, W, C., Yarch 27, 1932.

aany errors in this srticle.
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WILNINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA

(Sketoh furnished by Ers. J. Walter ¥illiamson, President,
North Carolina 7ociety, Colonial Dames)

wag built by Dr. John D. Bellamy, then the wealthlest
real estate and glave owvner in the Wilmington section. 1Its
gonstruction began in 1857 and wes finighed in 1859 at a
coat in excess of fifty thousand dollars. The design of the
recidence was made by the daughter of Dr. Hellamy, who was
educated in C~-lumbia, South Csroling, and who patterned the
building after the old Colonial manetons of South Carolina.
The architset was Mr. Jamea F. Post, of Wilsington, ¥. C.,
who wags the chief architect of that perilod. It is a faot
thet the laber in the construction of the building was done
chiefly by negroes; in faot, nearly all the orinoipal ante-
bellus carpenters, 1asons, plasterers and interior finighers
were negroes. Nven the delicate and ornemental e¢ornice work
of plaster of Paris in the rooms wce done by negro mechanics.
The negroer Howes, Artises, Prices, Sadgwers, and Xelloge
wers all eanloyed in the work. The reesidence was occunied
by the family Jjust s yesr prior to the bresking osut of the
Civil ¥ar in 1861. Neny of the bills for the coluzne, gas
fixtures, grates and ether costly furnishi 'us wers unpsid
when war wze declared, and the Confedercte governament
sequestered the dedts due by Nr. Belleay to the northerned
oreditors and forced them to be paid te the Confaderate
government, and after the Civil Wer terminated 4isestrously
to the Confedernte governmeant Dr. Bellamy had to psy the
debte sver agaln to the n rthern oreditors.

Then PFort Fisher was bonbsrded and caotured and
¥ilmington wos evacusted, the Federsl troops onmse into
“ilmington and seized this recidence for headsuarters for
the officers, and it wrs occunied by Generals Porter and
Schofleld successively, and finally by fenersl Josedh R.
llawley, in command of the Yilaington dlatrict. The fawmily
have retained many of the nain‘ed signe that the offlcers
tacked on the¢ doors of the verlora and rooms of the home--
gener:z]l headquarters, orderlies' offices, private seorstary's
offices, ete.

It wan when *he renidence war in the pnesesaion of
Genersl Hawley, in 1865, that 9almon M. Chase, who wsa
Chief Juertice of the United Strtes Supreme Court and who at
the time aspire? to becomes Preseident of the Inited States,
in oprositi-n to the redicel element of the North in scoangress
who held that the Confeder:zte stutes hed gone out of the Union
and should only bde allowed to return under the most humiliating
teras, %00k the position and declared that the Confederate
states werec never out of the nion, having unsucces+fully
endeavored to go out, and that they were in the Union and
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Bellamy Mansion--Wilmington, N. C.

should be allored to send members to Congress as usual to
Washington. Judge Chase snoke from the plazza on Market
Street to a crowd estimated to be about five thousand people.
There were two military bends of music, which attracted the
audience, composed chiefly of nerzroes, who were attracted

by the music,

This bullding, as the other real estate of Dr. Rellamy,
was seized by the Government, wnd wes only restored to the
Bellamy family efter the Civil War, in 1866, when President
Andrew Johnson extended a pardon to Dr. Bellamy on conditien
that he would meke a bill of sale for his slaves to the
Government and take an eath that he would never agaln own a
slave or employ slave labor. Thils oath and vardon 1s now in
th e . posses3sion of the United States Government in the office
of the Secretary of State in Washington, and the writer has
geen the original bill of sale and the oath that Dr. Bellamy
was required tec take, which is now on file in Wasghington.

Upon the restoration of this oroperty to Dr. Pellamy in 1866
there was a condition annexed that he should not elaim compen-
gation for the use and occupation of the proverty by the
Federal Government while in their possession.

(The above sketch was written by John Douglass Beldamy.)
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L. ‘ List of Tnelosures

Accourany ing iteport of Ralston Lattizore, ¥ilaington, ¥. C.,
Vov. 27-2%, 1935.

1. Riatoricrl notes on Cornwallic's Hesdquarters ot “ilmington,
u‘ c.’ 9 p&a.'.

2. Sxeteh (typewritten coy) -f Bellany Mansisn by Tohn D.
Nellamy, two nages.

3. Fortieth Ann:2l Renort of the National Tonlety af the
Colonial Dumea of Amerios in the %tete of Novth 7arolina., 193%.
(Contnining sketch by John D. Rellamy on the "014 ¥right House"
also known as "Cornw:llls’'s Headquuarters”.) One copy.

4. Ad4reag:s delivered under *he suepices of the Yorth Csrolina
’ F0alety of the Cnlenia) Demea of  meric2--1901-1926. Tre=s
. of Jeckson and Tell Co., Milminzton, ¥, 2. Contaeining
E vuluable ianforazti-n saBout Wilmington and vicinity. One
. Gopy .

5. Festure Article Historie Howe Symbel of City'as Aze, by
John C. 7eanell, Tr, nages raz the “undsy “ta
dngazine Section, vilmington, ¥. C., ¥arch 27, 1932.
One aovy.

6. idap, Tilmisgton, North Carolina, ecompiled in the office of
- Jo. L. Becton, 8. %., 1918, showing loeuzti-n of historle
sites umentioned in report. One gony.

7. Blueprint--showing nlot of property owned by Est-te of
Rowe "iig&ina, a2t Third and Merket 2treets, ¥ilaingtoa,
. “. Co, OB Whicgh is loozted the “Cornwallis House".

8. Leaflet nublishe? by ¥ilmington Chamber »f Commeres listing
nointa of hiatoriec interest., many of which heve been
sarked by tablets. Contains sezll niature »f "Cornwallis
'ioune” on aover. One aopy.

!
i

9. Colorad poste~rd showing ©t. Jemes Tpisasnal Church, on corner
of Third and i¥arket, in Wilmington, opnoaite "Cornwallls Houme®*,

10. Post Card--black and write drawing of Rellsmy lansion.

k 11. Panoramic photographa shewing Corawallis Jouse, Rellamy House,
fo Uasonio Hall (1%203), town residence of M¥r. Jazes Zprunt,
‘ whioch was the hoae of the firat elected governor of
Rorth Carolina, and country house of W¥r. Jauea Torunt,
. which was the plantation home of “Xing Heore”.



