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Alarm Over What's
Happening to New York

FROM New York City comes news
that the face of that city will
once more be changed. A syndicaie
has purchased a group of bulldings
covering 46,000 square feet facing
the northwest corner of Washington
Square,
If the tgmunsv&lam are consume
mated, there be a 13story

cans will have lost another part of
their heritage.

It should not seem strange that
Washin should view with
alarm. Now that the National Trust
for Historic Preservation in the

any

locality where the destruction of the
American heritage is threatened.

Included: in the proposed razing
are four fine old houses, known as
the Rhinelander houses, which face
the Square itself. Across Fifth
Avenue, facing the south corner of
the Square, Is a similar group
houses, which New York Universi
has agreed to keep inviolate for

ears. It iz reasonable to su

Ve try o taks the mationa o

0 na

of view. Robertson,
and author, re-

cently wrote: “It does seem to me
that New York is not so rich in fine
historic bulldings that it could af-
il et
on Square, a curious
that American citizens, and New
Yorkers in particular, will, travel
thousands of miles to visit the fine
Elnnces of tradition in countries like
gland, and yet might be unmoved
by the threat to Washington Square,
« « « It represents a wealth w is
ifrreplaceable and incalculable.”

It. has been said that after the
bulldings of the University of Vir-
ginia, those on the north side of
Washington Square form the most
distinguished architectural group
work remaining in this country.

We wonder, too, whether New
Yorkers realize that if a tall build-
ing is built in that location, the
Washimgton Arch would become al-
most ridiculous in scale, The incon-
gruity would encourage the destrue-
tion of the rest of the good old
houses around it. The Washington
Arch would become minuscule, in
fact, puny In comparison.

Is it too late to appeal to New
Yorkers of means to club together
to take over this property and to
build further no a half block
away from the corner of Fifth
Avenue and the Square an apart-
ment house reaching to 8th Street,
and alorg that street for some 250
feet, Including with it the property
now occ_llx_gled by the Whitney Mu-
seum? is is a substantial pror
erty which should pay a reasonable
interest on thé investment.

Such an apartment building would
be assured of a permanent south
view over the park and the Rhine-
lJander houses on Washington
Shuare would remain at their pres.
ent helght forever,

We repeat that the implications
of this tall building on Washington
Square and Fifth Avenue are uglier

than nannta in Naw VYark mav real.
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