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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

. ADDRESS ONLY - WASHINGTON
THE DIRECTOR, NATIGNAL PARK SERVICE

. | March 4, 1940.
Wuﬁmm H. 8oebar,
Enterprioe, Crogon.,
Dear M. W

. ¥e approsiste your letter of February 26 with fuvther
reforence %0 the proposal to establish & mational park in the
Hallows Howndadne of easbern Oregon.

Ma&aﬁmmw@%%w%w&ﬂw
of this Sorvice in company Wdbh representatives fron other Fed-
eral buresus which goverod the Grand Canyon of tho Snoke Biver
in pastern Oregon and wosbuwn Idaho, The results of these field
studies have mob yet boen £inally determined, but AL s ewr
feoling that the Grand Sanyen of the Snake Biver Sully aualifies
for natienal parit, mational monoment, or resyssbionsl ares status.
z:mmaeMmmmmmmmmmmw
to bo derived through estzblishment of tho area az & wnlh of tho
mmmmmmmammmmﬁwmmmm
mmmm

Singer ma,
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IN REPLY REFER TO

UNITED STATES

i+ w7775 - DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR & -
e : - FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE WV
601 Sheldon Building
San Francisco, California e
/" /

/ /
/ December 54 1941

MEMORANDUM for Mr. Victor H, Cahalane, Iﬂ] Charge,
Section on National Park Wildlife
Fish and Wildlife Service \
Washington, D, C.

In connection with fairly recent interest in the possibility of
including some of the Wallowa Mountains in northeastern Oregon within
the National Park system, the following excerpt from a letter to the
Regional Biologist by Dr. A. Sidney Hyde of La Grande, Oregon, who has
authorized us to quote from its contents, mey be of interest:

", « « This afternoon Ranger Chriswell, U. S. Forest
Service, informed me that Ranger McCool, of Enterprise knows
of a reliable authority who definitely saw two bighorns on
Bagle Cap last summer (1940). McCool sew tracks, himself.
Bagle Cap and other high Wallowas were in McCool's territory
a number of years ago., He stated that the band of 20 or 30
bighorns known at that time used to come to the Minam River
(in winter, I think) and that a certain party kmown to him
used to poach them regularly. He also stated that he has
found the body of a mountain sheep caught in the bottom of
an avaleanche (or somewhere in it) and has seen or known of
the bones of others being so caught, and thinks that is a
serious factor in their decimation. The opinion was given,
however, that the animals were driven to wintering at unusual
heights by the above-mentioned poaching. Another individual,
one Max (?) Wilson, very familiar with the bighorns and their
range in the Wallowas essentially corroborated McCool's state-
ment that there are definitely a few of the enimals still
alive . . . "

It may be recalled that although the higher elevations of the
Wellowa Mountains are included in "mountain sheep reservation" the area
is quite heavily grazed by domestic sheep.

n
GQWQNW'M D/%’

Regional Biologist féi

cc: Director, NPS, Washington
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UNITED STATES
- DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

ADDRESS:
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Momorandum

&6 MAY 1948
Tos Assigbant Secretary Davidson.

Froms  Asgoociate Dirschor, National Park Servioe.
Subject: Froposed Wallowa National Park, Oregon,

This is in reply to your request for information concerning a
proposal to establish a national park in the Wallowa lMountains of
eastern Oregon. Such a proposal was first advenced about 1927 when
8 program of objectives drawn up by the Chamber of Commerce of La
Grande, Oregon, included sction toward a national park., Nothing was
accomplished at that time, but a year later a number of interested
citizens of La Grande formed the Wallowa Wational Park Associabion.
A campaign director wes employed and financial assistance was sought
from Chambers of Commerce end other eivie groups in the general
vicinity. ‘

As a rasult of this show of interest, the Wational Park Service
arranged for an investigation by Mr. Roger W. Toll and Mr. Thomas C.
Vint. Five days were spent in traveling over the proposed area of
more than 66,000 acres. The investigators were agreed that "The
Wallowa Mountains can be developed as a recreational area that would
be a decided asset to sastern COregon and portions of the adjacent
states of Washington and Idaho, but the area is lacking in any out-
standing feature that would give it a wide national interest or that
would enbtitle it to consideration as a national park.," Thig conclu=
sion appeared dragwn from their finding that "There is no Zﬁhturg}7
feature » . « that is not already represented, in a more superlative
degree, in existing national parks."

Proponents had at first claimed to hawve been prompted by a desire
to see the scenic values preserved under the more limiting administra=
tion of the National Park Service rather then be subjeoted to grazing
and other contingent uses permissable and practiced under Forest Serve
ice jurisdiotion.

However, Inspector Leonard L. Hohl again visited the area in
1936 at the ingtance of the Commercial Club of La Grande (reorganized
Chember of Commercej). At that time he found, according to his report,
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L—‘*H ’-Bhat -bha firsﬁ intarast of the sponsors at that time was & wish to

R - uge to their own advanisge the prestige and publicity that would
‘goorue to the urea through the presence of e national park, Ur, Hohl's

- peporty Joocidentelly, was similar in its findings %o that submitted hy

: l;-_maera. ﬁ‘au and Vints | .

‘I'he Wallm Mnun‘bains have oscossionally been mmtionad in referw

" enoes’ to a Hell's’Canyon Nations) Movument proposul onee considered

by the Service, l:mb the proposels nre entirely separate. The Holl's
Canyon proposal, incidentally, amwong cther complicetions, would be

 inappropriete for baticnal park or momument status if the Hellts Cun e

yon Danm bacemes L] reality. s appeara to be an objective of 'bhe De=

parbment.

(B6D) 2. 5 DEWATAT
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Dear Mr. Killion:

In response to your inquiry as to the status of the proposal to
egtablish a Wallowa National Park, I am informed by the National Park-
Service tha e mavter was first investigated for the Service in 1927
by Mr, Roger W. Toll and Mr, Thomas C. Vint who spent five days trav-
eling over the proposed area of more than 66,000 acres, The investi-
gators were agreed that the Wellowa Mountains could be developed as a
recreational area that would be a decided asset to eastern Oregon and
portions of the adjacent states of Washington and Idaho, They con=-
cluded, however, that the area is lacking in any natural feature which
is not dlready reprasentad in a more superlative degree, in existing
national parks. A subsequent investigation was made in 1935. The same

pha |s conclusion was reached at that time. As you are I am sure aware, the
final deeision as to whether an area shall be established as a national
park rests with the Congress.

I might add a word in explanation of the pol:l.cy that has been
followed by the National Park Service in recommending areas for nation- 3
al park status. To withdraw public lands in perpetuity from private -
development, or to acquire by condemnation when necessary private lands
- already developed, 1s a serious matter. The Service is most reluctant,
therefore, to recommend the establishment of any area within the Ng-
tional Park System unless it is or unquestioned nationsl significance
and there is wide local, as well as regional and national support.
Throughout the west there is growing opposition to the acguisition of
additional holdings by the Federal Government.

I think you should know, too, that rarely are funds available with
which to purchase lands, or interests in lands, for national park pur-
poses. Most of our great national parks were reserved from the publiec
domain before the lands were developed, or they were acguired by the -
States and donated to the Federal Government for national park pur-
poses. Big Bend National Park in Texas and Shenandoah National Park in
Virginia are examples of the latter. While the 1935 report of the Na-
tional Park Service indicates that the vast majority of the area that
has been considered for inclusion within the proposed Wallowa National
Park was under jurisdiction of the U, S, Forest Service, there were at
that time scattered in-holdings, approximately 100 mining claims, and
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nearly half of. the total acreage was involved in grazing permits and
various forms of withdrawals inconsistent with the purposes of a na-
tﬂ.onal ‘park, i

Under these circumstances, I velieve that the recreational pow

' ".-tentialitles of-. the area might most logically be developed by the

Farest Service.

L

Sincerely yonrs s

QWMM

C. Girard Davidson,
Assidiant Secretary. .

LRI
S}

’Mr. E.H Killi

Ghamber of . mmerce,
' La Grande, Oregon.

ces Asst. See.’ Eavidsen
“Regional Director, Reg:.on Four ( 2)
Lands Tl , .
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