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ADDRESS ONLY 

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Ml'•· GbarlJta B. leeber~ 

~"·~·:· 
Dau Mr. leobwa 

WASHINGTON 

Jlarch 4, 1940· 
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~ ..... ,.Ma tb.U,. ... ~ b1.ltt ~ii·~ 
teellDB Ua' Ute tbtaad c.,,..., 91 the Snake IL~ f.lllr a11Hiea 
tor nat.lw1al ~ stbttal lflG.l1.WBt.. or ~ awa na.tu. 
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IN REPLY REFER TO 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
;l_· ____ -~--·- ·:-·,,. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

601 Sheldon Building 
San Francisco, California .. / 

/.'/ 

/ / 

./· II December 5, 1941 

MEMORANDUM f:or Mr. Victor H. Cahalane, 1J Charge, 
Section on National Parkl~ildlife 
Fish and Wildlife Service \ 
Washington, D. c. 

In connection with fairly recent interest in the possibility o~ 
including some of the Wallowa Mountains in northeastern Oregon within 
the National Park system, the following excerpt from a letter td the 
Regional Biologist by Dr. A. Sidney Hyde of La Grande, Oregon, who has 
authorized us to quote from its contents, may be of interest: 

" ••• This afternoon Ranger Chriswell., U. s. Forest 
Service, informed me that Ranger McCool, of Enterprise knows 
of a reliable authority who definitely saw two bighorns on 
Eagle Cap last summer (1940). McCool saw tracks, himself. 
Eagle Cap and other high Wallowas were in McCool's territory 
a number of years ago. He stated that the band of 20 or 30 
bighorns known at that time used to come to the Minam. River 
{in winter, I think) and that a certain party lmown to him 
used to poach them regularly. He also stated that he has 
found the body of a mountain sheep caught in the bottom of 
an avalanche (or somewhere in it) and has seen or known of 
the bones of others being so caught, and thinks that is a 
serious factor in their deoimation. The opinion was given, 
however, that the animals were driven to wintering at unusual 
heights by the above-mentioned poaching. Another individual, 
one Max (?) Wilson, very familiar with the bighorns and their 
range in the Wallowas essentially corroborated McCool 1 s state­
ment that there are definitely a few of the animals still 
alive • • • " 

It may be recalled that although the higher elevations of the 
Wallowa Mountains are included in "mountain sheep reservation" the area 
is quite heavily grazed by domestic sheep. 

Regional Biologist 

cc: Director, NPS, \Vashington 

;·j 
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ADDRESS: 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE 'INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

J:l.wi!!t:_ 
~ 
WA di\ 

~ 
THE DIRECTOR. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

1---

Memorandum 

Tos Assistant Sooretary David~on. 

From: Asaooiate Dir.Gotor~ National Park $ervi0e. 

Subject: Proposed Wallowa liationa.l Park, Oregon. 

This is in reply to your request for inf'orma.t1on ooncerning a 
proposa.l to establish n national po.rk in the WtJ.llowa Uountains of 
eastern Oregon. Such a proposal was first advanced about 1927 when 
a program of objectives drawn up by the Chamber of Commerco of La 
Grande, Oregon, inoluded ·action .toward a national park.. 11othing was 
o.Gaomplished at that time, but a yoar later a nurn.bor of interested 
citizens of Le Grande formed the Wallowa Nationnl Park Assooi~tion. 
A oa.mpaign director was employed nnd finanoial aasistanoe was sought 
from Chambers of Commoroe and other oi vio grO\.tps in the general 
vi oini t'iJ . 

As a result of this show of' interest, the National Park Servioe 
arranged for an invostigation by :Mr. Roger w. Toll and Mr. Thonas c. 
Vint. Five days were spent in traveling over the proposed area of 
more than 66,000 nores. The inveotigators were agreed that "The 
Wallowa kbuntains oan be developed as a racraational area that would 
be a decided asset to eastern Oregon v.nd portions of the a.djnoent 
states of Wushington and Idaho• but the area is lacking in any out­
standing feature that v.ould give it a wide national interest or that 
1rould errbi tla it to consideration as t\ national park." This conclu­
sion appeared drawn from their finding that "Thero is no /jiarura'!J 
feature ••• that is not already rQpreaented, in a moro superl ative 
degree$ in existing hational pnrks . " 

Proponents had at first olaimed to have been prompted by a desire 
to see the sconio values preserved undor the more limiting ndministra­
tion of the National Park Seriioo :rather than be oubjooted to ~razing 
and other oontingont uses pennissnble and practioed under Forest Serv­
ioo jurisdiction. 

Bowover, !nspeoto r Leonard L. Hohl again vi cited tho area in 
1936 at the instance of the Commercial Club of La Grande (reorganized 
Chamber of Coll!llleroe~. A·t that time he found, aooording to hie report,. 

J :/ 
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npQn•· in.oUent._117,; •• similar" in its tl•dinge to that eub.S.ttecl 'by 
,:-.Meee~a,~ t'o~1 ·axul•Vi:at. . . . 

. ~ '·. : ~ ,.,_e · ~1~'•. Mountains have o~~asionall7 been ma:tionei· 41 retei-­
. canoes·: t0' a Hell t,a J C&nyon l'atio~l li>nument proposal. on'ot OOIJ.81dereci 
by .. · the :Ser.vto~, .~'b the proposals . are·· ent5.rel7 ae,_i-a 'be,. The Hell's 
°'1n~~- pr<>po~~l..: tiioidentall.y, U10ng ~thezt oompli·oattone, would be . 

. . i.n.pprc)pria~' · to·J- mtipnal p·ark or :tn0nument atainl3 it the Holl• s Can• 

.. 10• 'l)am b$o~mes"a reaUv, as e.ppeara to be an objeotive o:t tlie De• . 
. . f~r"bmeilt~. ·. 

'"(SD).~~ 11.m.M~'f' 
~ ...... b••••it•tt~--.....;. 
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·:i;~ ~ UNITED STATES 
·· : -~J0lfi1'19$}.-ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

~~~- . t@~.~ .· OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

NATICNAL PARK SERVICE OFFICE COPY 
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JUN l 7 1949 

~ '( \C.Q.. 

~A~ 
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Dear Mr. Killion: 

!n response to your inquiry as to the status of the proposal to 
establish a Wallowa National Park· I am informed by the National Park­
Service tha't-· e ma r was first .investigated for the Service in 1927 
by Mr. Roger w. Toll and Mr . Th.omas C. Vint who spent five days trav­
eling over the proposed area of more than 66,000 acres. 'lhe investi­
gator s were agreed that the Wallowa Mountains could be developed as a 
recreational area that would be a decided asset to eastern Oregon and 
portions of the adjace~t states o~ Washington and Idaho. They con• 
cluded, however, that the area is l acking in any natural feature v<l1ich 
is not already represented, in a more superlative degree~ in existing 
national ·parks. A subsequent i nvestigation was made in 1935. The same 
conclusion was reached at that time . As you are I am sure .aware, the 
final decision as to whether an area shall be established as a national 
park rests 'With the Congress. 

I might add a word in explanation of the policy that has been 
followed by the Nati.ol'l:ai Park Serrvice in ·:i+ecommending areas for nation­
al park status. 'l'o withdraw public l ands in perpetuity from private 
development, or to ·acquire by condemnation when necessary private l ands 

· already developed, is a ser-lous matter. 'lhe Service is _most reluctant, 
therefore:,. t o recommend the establishment o:f any area within the Na­
tional Park System unless it is or unquestioned national significance 
and there is wide local,, as well as regiona.1 and national support . 
Throughout the west there is growing opposj_tion t o the acquisition of 
additional holdings by the Federal Government. 

I think you 'should knov1, too, that rarel y ar e funds avail able with 
which t o purchase l ands, or interests in l ands, for national park pur­
poses . Most of our great national parks were reserved from the public 
domain b~f ore the l ands were developed, or they were acquired by the . 
States and donated to- the Federal Government for national park pur ­
poses . Big Bend National Park in Texas and Shenandoah National Park in 
Virginia are eY.amples of the latter . While the 1935 r eport of the Na­
tional Park Service indicates that the vast majority of the area that 
has been consj_dered for inclu,sion within t he proposed Wallowa National 
Park was under jurisdiction of the U. S ~ Forest Service, there were at 
that time scattered in- holdings, approximately 100 mining claims, and 

u ~0 ~ ~11· . t ·nfo1·ma.t\on Oth'f• ~;>/-'" ~ 
1\liS copy od~ ' signature i~ De e V 
\cation pen mg 0 ~ d;--. 
. ~ - e-.,;> 
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n$~:J,.y hal£. e>f .. tke total acreage was invol.ved in grazing perm:l..ts and 
v~~ll.a .fo~ 0£ withdrawals inconsistent with the purposes ·or a na.-
tio~··par~.. · 

. Under these circumstances, I believe .that the recreation~ po• 
"tenti~~ies. pf:::lihe area might most logically be devel.oped by" the 
:Forest .. $eroee~:.· . . · ·. · · . . 

Sincerely your·s, 

\, 

.·1' 

'. 
-;a..t •• 

·Mr. E~ H .. ID.ii~" .... 
· : · ·chQlJlber; Q(·¢~mmex-ce, 

La Hr.&n~e, . Orego~ •.. 
\. . : .' .. -'.'. "': 

cc: -•s$t •. Sec~.· iDSividson 
.: ·Begional .. m,lre.~or, .. Region Four (2). 

· Lands'.· ·· : . · . .. : · "· · · · · · . . 

2 
...... -'"--!...- ... 

c. Qirard Davidsonj 
AssiS;;ant Secretaey~ 


