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REPORT CN JiJJTC'iilIC;.L l!•JV~ST10 .TTOl'J OF 
WOU)TD1,D KN!,.t: B,,TTLEFJ£LD SJTE, PPJE RJDGE 

INDLN RESIBV. TION, SCUTH D,.Ko1·;_ 

I, Introduction 

..• Background of Propos?.l 

In i,pril 1952, the N?Uonal Pr.rk Sc.rvice was requGskd 

by R0pres,mtPtive ,,. Y. Berry of South D~kota, to conslch,r the 

possibHity of giving n~tio,1P1 ncognitfon to Woundud Knee 

Bettl€fiE,ld~ on the PinG fddgc Indi~n R"'s"rvr.tion of South 

DRkota, Limitbd dl'tl' 0n th2 battlefield was prescnt0d on .i.pril 

22 to the i,dvisory aocrd on N~.tional P;,rks, Histori.c Sites, 

Buildings, f'nd Monumc.nts, The l:>o,1.rd PSkLd th,•t r, field invc,sti­

grtion c.nd r<oport be m,•cJc by the Service to securb more compre­

hc.nsive dr.t~, The RGgi on Two office was rcquLst~d to condw~t 

this investi g, tfon by e. not.2 appcnd"-d to Mr, Tolson I s letter of 

11:>y 9 to SEcnr.tor Kc.rl i,,, ~lundt, 

Scnntor Mundt r.nd Senator ?r.~ncis Case joinc,d Rcpr<a­

sent~.ti v.-, Berry in ._xpressing int,:,rs-st in giving the site 

recognition, Over forty nBm0s of South Dakota citiz"'ns w~re, 

supplic:d by them, with thu sugg.:;stion th.o.t they be conte.cted 

by the inv~stigr.tor. 

No sp1.:.c:lf::i.c ,~.crLrgc of ground w~s memtiont:.d,; ?.nd no 

p~rticulr.r type of desjgnct:\on wts ~dvocPt1cd by tht· Congressmcsn, 

How1cvcr, thEc terms "national bPttlefi.:ld, 11 'h~.tfonr.l monum0cnt, 11 
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and "nrticnal historic site" all crop up in thG prdimin°ry 

cornspondcncc.o To the kn0wlc,dge of the Region Two Office, 

the N~ticnd Prrk Storvice hns not previously be:,en rEqu~st.:d 

to consider Wounded Kne,E for r.:cognition, notwi thstending ~ 

rcfcr<:.nce by Scnr.tor CrsG in his lettc,r of July 24, 1952, to 

Mr. Lloyd, to "w,,rt we hed hoped for in prep2ring a national 

monument som<; yeers ego, 11 Neither docs it app<Jrr to hAve been 
I 

investigated in conntocticn with the Historic Sit.cs Survey dur-

ing its period of activHy bd'cre World Wrr II. 

B, Synopsis 

The "Battle of Wounded KnGe11 er 11Tbe ,vounded Knee 

Massa.ere" is an event quite well known, one mi.ght se.y notcricus, 

in the ann2ls of the Western frcntfor, thE, ncme inspiring strong 

and conflicting emotions among 11'.tter-dl'y students F.S well as 

mnong those pcrsonnlly rd,·ted to the event by geogrephy or group 

loyalties, There is t>n extensive bibliogrcphy of both scholnly 

and popular trerti.ses en the subje;ct, describing an affair of 

viclence which, like the earlkr Battle of the Little Big Horn, 

continu,ss tc rev"rberate wj_th discordP.nt overtcnc;s, 

On December 29, 1890, some two to three hundred Dakotn 

Sioux, men, women and children, and some thirty soldiers, prin­

cipally of the 7th U.S. Cavalry, were slain at. WounrJ1,j Kn,ee in 

an engagement which marked the culmi.nB.tion of the "Messi.ah Craze" 

er "Ghost Dance WPr," or the "Sioux Ot,tbreak," This trngedy has 
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achiocved historic el f PmG, pe.rtly b8ceuse of th8 extrnordin.~ry 

numxr of fat.nli tics, part:i..eul11rly mnong those normally con­

sid0red non-combatrnt.3, and prrtly b<lcr:use it wrs the, lA.st im­

portrnt cl2.sh between North "mericnn Indi~ns endwfrite~ 

Woundod Knee wrs not n pitched battle, It wa.s lrrg~ 

a hand to hand m.:lee, e.n bXplosion of tense m;rves 2nd long p,,nt-

up e:mr,tions touched off by e. singlll irresponsible rifle shot, 

The lndians, i.ncluding rbout 100 men, hnd surrt)ndered to ,: 

milit.e.ry force of about 470 m1.:n, ThGy hnd pitched cmnp tog., thcr 

r.nd tho soldiers wEre in th,-, procc.,ss of nlieving the rcluctant 

Indians of thdr 2rms when the holocnust was suddemly ignited, 

It ragc:d uncheckud until most of the fl<-cing Indians were killt.d 

or disabled, 

The terms 11Messinh Craze" end "Ghost Dnnce War" are 

both misle~ding, True, the rescrvati on was swept by e. kind of 

religious hysteri r., but only a port of the popul2ti.on w~s affected, 

nnd the religion embrnc0d Wr'S pc>accful, not warlik1;, in inteent, 

True, there wns a militr.ry c,mp~ign resulting in hostilities but 

thGre wc.s no r<:~l wer, . 111~.rmcd by th" ,••ntics of the drncers, the 

Indirn ~g0nt celled for military ~id; while the IndiP.ns, ~lP.rmlOd 

by the concentrHtion of troops, first fled from them en masse; 

th<ln sullenly returned to their homes, '£here were e. fow othtcr 

minor r.cti ens, but the ElCcitemEnt would he.ve cnust:d only a ri.pple 

in the tidts of histoI'y, if it hPd not bLE>n for the fl,re-up of 

3 
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Wounded Knee, This s~rved not only to focus nrtionel att~ntion 

upon the immwdiate issu0s of tho time, but it became the melo­

drtm.otic fj_m:lEC to hOO y8crs of racial conflict, 

C, Field Invcstigction 

Extensive resc.rrch on Wounded Knee was conducted in 

the Region Two Of dee :md Omrha Public Librnries, Other dat.n 

wc.s obtained by mj_crofilm from the Natfoncl Archiv.:,s, and from 

the Edward S, Luce Colh ct:i.on of 7th U ,S, C,walry Ill storical 

On Jun<; 18, {>nroutc from Custer Battlefidd to Omrh~., 

I stopped nt Pine Ridge to interview Mr, 0, R, Sande, Supcrin­

t1.ndent of thc: Pine Ridge lndian R.:,s&rVPtion, r,;,g 0 rding the back­

ground of the proposr.l c.nd the attitude of the Indiens. From Mr, 

Grnd,;,, I gc.thHed the following fncts: 

1, The impetus for the proposeJ. CP.mc prim:u-ily from 

officials and members of the Chicago-Black Hills HiJ?hway h.ssod.­

e.tfon who wc:,re interestt::d in the sjte e.s a trcns-contjncntel tuur-

ist nttrr:iction. 

2, The Indil'ns residing on the Pim; Ridge Res1"rvatfon 

by and lc.rge wue not ccquarnted with the proposal, but a few 

who were 11cqtw5nted with it wen; r.:thcr cool to thf, id,;a, 

J, There wr.s some difference. of' opinion locally es to 

how the eppror>ch ror>ds to the r>rea should be hnnC:led, 

4 
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4. There was some rivalry runong the different Indian 

bands over the traditional rights to holdjngs at the Wounded 

Knee Battlefield site, 

S, There were still m?.ny survivors cf the battle and, 

undc:rstandably enough, fu,ling was still rather high, In this 

connectfon, Nr, Sande suggested that it might be premature to 

establish a monum,mt, but the Indians should be consulted, 

On the mornine: of the 19th I drove to the Ba.ttlefield 

site, 17 mihs from the e.g<'-ncy, to r1cconnoitre the area 1111d to 

obtdn photogrnphs with n Crown Grnphic CP.m<-ra, 

Havj ng e.sce;rtt.i n1cd w!F,nce cam& the ma in imp,;tus for the 

propose.l we, corrGspond~d with Mr. J, E, St._g~r .of Hot Springs, 

South Dakota, Ex,:,cutivc Secnt~ry of the Association, surg<a:sting 

that the Rq~ional Historian mr.et a.t some convenknt plac<a: and 

time with him and numerous oth,:,rs who had expressed an int~rest, 

rs an Rlternative to the lkgional Histor1en touring South Dakot.a 

and conducting r.bout 40 scpi,rate int~rviuws, This plan also 

had the adventi,ge of 1Jringjng various end probably conflicting 

or at least J.ncongruous ideas out into the open for discussion, 

thus aiding us in solving what promised to be a quite complicated 

and delicate investigati.onal problem, 

Mr, Steger concurred in this plan, and suggested that 

a public meeting be held at Pine Hidge at 10 A,M, on July 29, 

s 
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By telephone Mr. Sande concurred in this plan and arranged that 

the meeting be held in the American Legion tlall. Accordingly, 

notices were mimeographed and distributed by us to the various 

individuals whose names had been supplied us. Letters of invi­

tation were e.lso directed to Senators Case and Mundt and Repre­

SEnta.tive Berry, 

I arrived e.t Pine Ri.dge the EJVening of July 28, re­

maining there throueh the 30th. At the appointed hour I ar­

riv<ed ~t the Lc,gion Hall to find a substnntial gatherjng, At 

my suggestion, Mr, Sande prcsi.dcd, The meeting lasted until 

noon, then was adjourned for lunch, and resumEd at l P,M., 

12.sting until 3:30 P,M. The numbecrs in attendance, a.s well as 

the length of the mc.eting; t&stify to the intensity of local 

:,ntcrest in the proposal, There were at lea.s·t forty people, 

::ibout h2lf Indi1m z.nd ha.lf white pr<osent; but only JO cf them 

sign.,d tn att.cndnnce rcgi.stc,r, Communities represi:nt.cd includE:d 

Pinc iiidgc, Wounded Knee;- Martin, Dimby; Hot Springs; Custer, 

R~pid Ci.ty, and Pierre; South D2kota, 

A verb11tjm transcription of the proc·eedings was 

taken by an e.gency stenographer, In the int,erest of democratic 

procddure everybody was i.nvi ted to speak their mind and nearly 

everybody did, However, since much of the 11tGstimony 11 w~s either 

repEtitious or not ~ctu~lly germPne to the subject of jnquiry, I 

submit only e condensed s=ery of significo.nt highlights: 
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Regional Historian Mattes explr.ined the neutra.l role 

of the Nationd Pr-rk Service, the ob,ject being to gather his­

torical data and obtain the views of all concerned before com­

pleting a report for the consideration of the Advisory Bond, 

The vrrious c:etegorits of historical areas end their statutory 

b?S<oS were m<cntioned, 

Willia.m Fire Thund0r, Secretary of the Oglda Sioux 

Tribal Council, spoke on b;;half of the Wounded KnE:c Survivor's 

Associl"tion, a group of .~ct,wl survivors i-.nd desc,;ndants of 

non-survivors who have orgrnizcd for the purpose of securing 

compensation for lossc.s and injurks sustained rt Wounded Knee, 

They express~d four objections or qualms about the proposal: 

(1) A grc,~t wrong wns p"rpetrl',ted, and it is frared th,~t 

,.,.steblishme,nt of 11 historic site would jeopgrdize the pending 

claims, (2) They object to use of the t<:rm 11battlefield 11 since 

they regard the affair as a "massecria;, 11 (3) Origins.l res£rvrtion 

lands hav<- sndlr dwindled, and they fet.r further encroachmr,nts, 

such as the wi thdr~we.l of n hrgc block of lend for a Mstoric 

site, (4) ;,5 the result of pnvious obsuv~tfons and cxperiencu, 

thEy fc;ir thst, ;iny concessfon ri.ghts th,t might go with <-StRblish­

ment of e. pc.rk might go to onts1cers rether th~n to thEms<.slv0s, 

Diligent <efforts WLrc me.de by vnr:', ous p<>rties to dis­

pos;,, of 'lll uf these ob,jcctions, Ls to point 1, SL€ Sena.tor 

7 



I 
·---

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

GP.Se below. ;,s to point 2, this is crucje.l in thsC interpr,,tptfon 

of the hjstcrical data. and could not, of cours,., be: se,ttlcd at 

the mu,ting, (Practically all present were, of course:,, either 

J.ndt,,ns or Indian symprthiz.,ra, so the "massacre" viewpoint was 

domj nnnt.) ;',s to point J, I explained that this wa.s not a plot 

to acquire more Gov0rrunent land at the ex.ponse of the Indians, 

that in fact, the proposal did not originate wj.th th0 Government, 

and that in r.ny event,. if p•,rchance a site w,_re established, the 

acreage involvi:,d would be the minimum nec\cssary to properly 

interpnt the site, ;,s to p()int 4, I explain~d that this 

apprehcnsi.on too w~s pr(.mRture but thnt, if nnything m?krinlized, 

Indian prcrcgrtives would surely be recognhe;d within their cwn 

r1.;;st:rvo.tjon. 

Jo;.s E, Steg,:;r, representing Chicar.;o-Blrck Hills Highway 

;,sscci2tfon str,ted that his group w~s or(,anizEod in 19h6 and sought 

cnly thr, bEost intcri;sts of comllllmitics livinr ?.long u.s, Hiehwry 

18, which, by tying in with State Highway 50, took tourists frcm 

Sioux City to the Dl,~ck Hills vin the, new Fcrt Rendall DpJll end the 

Rosebud ~nd Pinc rtidge RcscrvPtfr,n, 0dvurtised cs "the Indi ~n 

Country, 11 Wound"d Kn06 wrs a n<'table historic event, nnd the site 

shculd be given n~ti.oncl r,cccgniticn 11sc thc.t the ,;..mcricon people, 

will went to visit it," "corc,llPry of this proposition is thrt 

the pr8sent pc,:,r rord cf 8 mj Ls frcm U,S, 18 to Wounded Kne,e be 

improved so th,·t "the ,,mtoric,•n pEecple ££!: visit it," He felt 
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th?t erection cf a histcric site would be cf bcn8fit tc the 

Indians in ev0,ry way, 

u. s. SLnator F'rancis Ce.st;;, the cnly Congr,;ssmnn prt.scnt, 

spok0 Pt length on the ddi.cat.e relrtionship of the cla.ims to 

cn:P.tion of a historic site, Since the 75th Ccngrt:Jss he has 

spnnsor8d bills to pr,wide $1,000 cash indemnity to each victim 

of Wc,unded Knc;e, and his or h(,r survivcrs, Thus fr..r, thr, move 

hes net b.sen successful due tc indifferEcnce er lPck of inkrest 

in sc,me qurrtcrs, 01,positl.cn in ethers; but th0re is still hcpc. 

He fol t strongly that the ~ff~.ir w::-.s a mrwsacre rPthier than a 

b2.ttl1o, the 7th CP.valry being m,,tivat<ed by r~venge for the Custer 

affair. He:· expressed the thcught th~t cr,;;otj en of a histcric 

site would be quite fi tti.nr, to memcrializE the victims, n.nd to 

ccmJnemora.t,:, the event, which is of nationitl significance es the 

lest fip,ht on the ~•mtcricen continent betwc;en red men and white, 

e.nd symbclic of the Imlinn' s lcmging for indepcnd.:nce or a rLturn 

to the cld way of lif<- r.s symbcliz,.:,d by the "Ghcst Dience, 11 He 

did not bclic,V6 that 11 hiskric site shc:uld be regnrdcd RS a sub­

stitut6 fer indemnif'iccti.on, but rather that its credfon wculd 

focus public ;,nd C,mgr.:ssic>D<"l attenticn on the metter, and per­

haps enh~nce the prcspccts f,·,r indemniffo,tion, 

Mr, Due.ne McDowdl, representi.ng S0nator Mundt, P.nd 

Mr, DG:,n W, Lee-~ r0pr"senting R£presentative Btccrry expressed 

general approb,:ticn of Senakr Case's viewpoint. 
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Bob Lee, reporter for the Rapid City D;dly Jourm?l, 

who has written scme caustic m-ticl,:;s e,nd is now writj.ng a br c;k 

about the "massacre, 11 f€l t th[l.t ne.tic:nal re;cogni tion "wculd help 

to bring the truth cut intc the open." Will H. Spinc1cr, Gove;rn­

ment teacher at the Wounded Knee day school, who has written bro­

chures on the subject, believed likewise. I interjected the 

thought here that historians frequently were not in agreement 

on what constituted historjcal truth, that numE;rous details of 

the Wounded Knee affair were still highly controversie.l, and that 

the act of creating a monument or historic site would not of it­

self gmirrntee the uni versnl c1.cceptance of one viewpoint a.s II the 

truth. 11 

DE;spite previous reassurances, apprehension concerning 

the proposal were voiced by James RGd Cloud, son of the fomous 

warrior; Chnrles Blind !v!P..n and Dora High White Man, both actuel 

survivors. All spoke in the Sioux lf'nguagE:, Fire Thunder inte.r­

preting .. Matthew High Pine, who owns grazing land at Wounded 

Kn(;e, Hlso was conc0rned. None objf,cted to the propose.l its elf, 

as long as their tri bel or pt::rsonci.l interests would be protected. 

.ExprE,ssj ens def:ini tely fc>vorr.ble to cru1.tion of a 

historic site were voic~d by Mrs. Rose Ecoffey, representing 

Gold Stnr Mothers, Mrs. EthE.l Merrjval, member of Ogle.la Si.aux 

Councj_l., ·and Charles UndEor Baggage;, Preside::nt of the Council. 

10 
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Will G, Robinson, Secretary of the South Dakota State 

HistoricP.l SociE.ty, echoc,d the sentiment th, 0.t Wounded Knee was a 

natjonal djsgrace, Howev8r, he folt that th.,re wr.s no point in 

pupetua.ting the controversie.l r>spects, and thrt we might as wel.l 

be realistic and undersknd that the GovGrrun<ent will not be inkr-

0sted in establishing a monum0nt to 11thG guilt of the u,S, Army," 

However, the site could well be presented e.s a "national memori2l" 

to conmiemorate the lam.:;ntably sle.in, both Indians tmd soldiers, to 

interpret the event utHi.z:,ng only undisputed fncts, and to memori­

alize the Indians, our lrte foes, who gave their lives for the 

United States in World Wars I l'.nd II and Korea, 

The politic2.l and historical aspects of the case ha.ving 

been explored, I suggested thnt an effort be made by the group to 

.formulate a concrete proposal, specifying the type and extent of 

the historicP.l area, 

My thought as to the possibility of a nrtional historic 

site by cooperative .a.grec,ment wi.th priva.te or tribal owners met 

with li.ttle enthusicsm, Sene.tor Case snid he would favor any 

proposition that appeared to promise success, but Mr, Steger scemod 

to voice the sentiments of the group when he said th?.t the erca 

should be in full federal ownership, developed and interpreted by 

the Nrt.fonal Park Service just like Custer Battlefield, It seemed 

imm~teri al to Mr, Stegcor end others whP.t the si.te wa.s cnlh,d, ju3t 

so it wcs in fodcrPl ownership. 
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This brought up tho problem of land P.cquisition, I indic~tcd 

thrt purchPSCJ of my lPnd by the Government would be n formidable obstr• 

cle wh~r,;upon Mr, ClivES GHdbrsl,;eve, storeku,per a.nd postmr.ster c.t 

Wounded Knc" Prose to c.nnounce that h.;; own&d a portion of th£. m,:,in 

brttlcfield a.rca c.nd would be ha.r,py to donntc whakver of his lrnd w,:,.s 

needed; and that the CPtholic Church owned the other part, end could 

probrbly be pr,;vaHed upon to donete likbwise, most of the land in 

qu,;sti.on being of little practical vnlue. Senator Case decl~r"d thd 

this wc.s probnbly the most ir:1port,•nt dev0lopm0nt of the meeting, since 

lr.nd aquisi ti on would net now be ~-n obstacle, 

At my request Mr. Sruid"' appointed a committ8e to meet me at 

the Agency office on the following morning to e;xamine the b~ttl<>fi eld 

t1orrain in th1c light of historical me.ps availnble in reports by the 

Ilureru of "m~ric?n Ethnology and the Secretrry of War (s~e M'ops) so 

that te.nta.ti ve bounderies for th" proposed "-rec. could be drawn up on 

nn intelligent n.nd historicctlly e.ccurnte bnsis, The appointees con­

sisted of Clive Gil,;rslteve, Fnth;;r Fuller (SupE.rlor of Holy Rosnry 

Mission, Pine Ri.dge Educrtiond Society), ?.nd MPtthew High Pinc, Pll 

having vested int€re 0 ts i.n the 12nd; Chrrlcs Blind Men, representing 

the Wounded Knee Survivor's ,bsocfrtion; and William F'in: ThundEr, 

r,;presenting the Oglr.le. Sioux Tribal Council, On the; following day 

this group wr.s augmentted voluntarily by Will II, Spindler, prcviously 

me;ntfoned, nnd Jsk,, Herman nnd Samuel Strnds, officicrS of the Tribel 

Council. 
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On July 30, e.ftcr preparing a land own;,rship ma.p with the 

r.id of !<'rank A, Stoldt, tribal lnterpn-t,,r, I drove th;; group to the 

battlefj.:;ld, Blind Man gave o vivid account of thG affair as he 

nmer,bered it at age 9, conceding thr.t, as the result of the confusion 

rt-sulting from gun smoke and screams, he could throw little light on 

the det?Jls, He w?s not injured for his mother did not nee with the 

others, His version of th<ce locrtion of the council and ve.rious camp 

sites agreed rntirely w:' th the hl.stcrice.l maps, 

Th0 11cc>P"i tt;;,u" rea.ched g~nl';rP.l agn0ment on the minimum 

area. thr.t should be includ,.d ln the proposal: twenty acres embracing 

the camps e.nd the principe.l action, Mr, Gilderslh:ve rEpeated his 

of'for to donate five of his ),O acrrn, while 1''rther Fuller seemed to 

feel that it would be no problem to induce the Pine Ridge Eriucntfonal 

Society to relj.nquish 15 of their 40, Certain ndjeining le.nds, such 

e.s the dry ravine up which the womEm and children fled, whHe actudly 

pt•.rt of the brttlefkld, could cc•nceiw,bly be ccvercd by scenic ease­

me:nt er coopcrative ngr"-ement, At lee.st the group felt thi.s would be 

a hcppy srlution, 

Lft~r ubtl'.ining nddi tionnl photogrt!phs with a 616 Kcdr.k, I 

return,,d to the og;,ncy, whore I cbteim,d more lend end ro2d data, 

and Interviewed V<'rious individuP.ls includjng tribal councHmen, And 

scme whc were eyewitnesses of the battle, On July 31, I trnvded to 

r,,apid City to visit c.th.:or informnnts, nnd thence to Pie,rrc, On th0 

f(, 1 kwing morning, I discuss~d the me.tter ?.t length with State Hjstcriai, 

13 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Rcbinsc;n, whc had refim,d his ideas on th6 subject, nnd handed mt; a 

memcrc.ndum suggesting an area of P.bout 30 acres, with the follcwi.ng 

treatment: 

11 (l) Thr·t the arcca to be devoted to whe.tever 
c•.nm,emcrative idGa is finally agreed upon 
shculd enc,,mpass nbuut the area d«scribed 
abcves, 

(2) Thr.t such area be enclcsed in a strcng fence, 
( But thr.t vnly auto gates be placed in the 
fences~ that the prccsent read net wculd net 
be disturbed,) 

(3) Th,0 t the l,.:.cation of the verious dements, 
trcps, artillery, council area, Indian OP.mp, 
cavalry camp, dispcsiticn cf trceps, etc., be 
m,'rkul with sui tr.ble brcnze, eluminum er st,,ne 
mrrkers cf a very permonent nature, 

(4) Tkt at er ne2r the main t;ntrance e. suitable 
mcnumcnt, not m,cessnrily lr.rge but of a 
pfcrmnnent character be erected, 

( 5) Thrt r,n this marker should appear: 
(l) The nemes cf all the soldier dead, 
( 2) That the names of e.ll Indian dend 

nscertaim.ble toge:thc·r with such 
an appele.tion as brave, old men, 
wcman, boy, girl, 

(3) That the simple story of what is 
undisputed fret be: told on this 
smne mcnument.11 

Whereas the fi<old inV8stiv.tion invclved contact almcst 

exclusively with these whc wc:re cf the "massacre" schocl, it shculd 

be emphasized thd this reporter endeavcred Pnd did manage tv gnther 

a considerable bcdy cf testimony, frcm manuscripts in the 7th c~,valry 

C.ollc:,ction, end printed repcrts :,f the War Department, gjving the 

reverse or "battle" intesrpretetion. 
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II, Critical Analysis of the Site 

A. Identification of Site 

Wound0d Km.e 3e.t tl0fi eld lies nEoar th., cwnt,;r of the SW;} of 

s~c. )(,, T 37 N, R L3 W, of the; 6th Princi.pe.l }kridiPn, ThG pr~cJ.se 

loc~tion of th., battle is clenrly defin<od on two publ:ish,.,d 1"Dps skddtc 

by cyewitm;sses, One, compHed by Lt, T, Q, Donaldson, ?th U,S, c~valr 

e.ppce.rs on Plate XCVJI, 1Lth .l.nnue.l ft<Cport, Burer.u of Amcrica.n Lt!molog 

1892-93, The oth.;r, by Lt. S, ,,, Clorian, Acting Engini:.er OfHcer, 

Division of the Missouri, .0 .ppe~rs opposite; pe.ge 154, Vol, I, of the 

.i!nnud Re;iort of the Siccrct 0 .ry of We.r, 1891 (soe Maps), The bend in 

Wounded Kn,;e Cr0ek, the dry ravine, the hHl e.nd other topographic 

feeturus so depicted are unmistakably ide;ntical with the site contained 

within tht: present Wound.,d Knee community, The mass grave., dug followin 

the massacre, is prominently e;vident (see Photo 4), end local residents 

report having found numc.rous battleffold relics in ye~rs pnst. 

B, DE;scription 

Two panorrunic phctogr:;phs (Nos, land 2 appended) illustrate 

the situPti.on at the si.te today, The low flat where soldfors and 

JndlP.ns WEore: camped, and whtre the initial heavy e.ction took pl.see, 

be:ars evidence of intcnsl.ve gra.zing, but is not m?.rred by a.ny intrusive 

structures. The CrEcek follows the same meanders it did 60 years ego, 

end the f~tal rPvfoe winds Pway into a ':larren hillside with nothjng 

to impnir a visual r12construction of the pursuit except one or two 

bRrbed wire fenc,:;s, The hill wh<,re the four Hotchkiss guns were deploy, 
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P.nd where most cf the Ind:ia.n victlms wen: he..stHy buried en m~ssc:, 

still dcmjnr.tEOs tho scene. i, picturesque CHtholic mission has since 

ken erected on this hill, but it doos not su,m to viclate the hist0ric 

sc,,m., Rather, it se;ems to serve os o fitting monument to spiritual 

v,:,luus which sti 11 survive the horrors cf Indian wnrf!"rc. 

Behind the Church is a small ct:met"ry, whfoh is used t:;day 

for the interment of parishfont:rs. In its center is the mHss gre.ve, 

This is approximatuly 8 feet wide and 80 feet lcng, outlim-:d l)y ~­

ccncrete strip, .',t one: End is r. white W•)oden cross 12 feet high, 

J.lcngside the tresnch is r. grt'.y gra.ni tc monument 9 feet high with 

concrete basG erected Jun8 17, 1930, The scuth side contains the.; 

follcwing inscriptfon: 

"This m0nument is 0rected by surv1vrng relr.tives 
and other Ogallnle. rmd Cheyenne RiVLr Sioux 
Ind5 ans in Memory of the Chief Big 1''oot Massacre 
l:oc, 29, 11190 
Col. Forsyth in comm~.nd of U,S, Trocps, 
Big Feet WPS a gres~t chief of the Sioux Indirns, 
He cft~n said "I will stand in pbaCe till my last 
dr.y ccmes, 11 He did many geed and bravt deeds for 
the white man and thes red me.n, Many innocent 
wcm,,n and children who knew no wrcng diesd htlrG. 

"June 17, 1930 The erecting Df this monument is 
larg,,ly due tc, the fina.ncial assistance of Jcseph 
Hcrnclcud whcsE: fath"r wes killed here," 

Th., d,hbr thrue sides list the names of 44 cf the Indian wnrriors killed 

here. Evidence cf 2n c fficial cccunt cf tho corpses hHs net be;en fcund, 

E~.stman stat£s thrt 146 victims are buried here, including 84 men and 

bc,ys, 44 womLn ,md 18 smPll children, (It is known th~t many c,f the 
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sldn wc:re taken fr,,m the fl€ld fer privete burial by relatives, while 

thc:se who died d w,unds ~t Pine Ridge wer8 burfod there,) Th€ grav0 

is kc:pt ln decent ccndHL,n by the survivors and intterestod nsidents, 

Wh::lc the.re i.n Jun£ I found the grave n.dcrncd with several small 

b::,uquets cf flowers. 

At the time of fight, there W&rE, a few smP.11 buildings in 

the; imm8diete; vicinity, including th,; 11Wcunded Kne.e Post Office" which 

Blind Man referred tc as 11Re;d Iron I s St,: re, 11 rnd a few Indian cv.bins, 

These have all disrppc,e.r0d, but tcdny there are num,rcus structures 

C'.Omprisi.ng the Wcundt<cl Kn66 c,~mmunity, consisting c:f three churches, 

twc• sch:ools, th.;, Wounc:ed Knee stcre Rnd post cffice, and several 

resid<oncts. Thc,se ~.r" sc~ttGrGd a.rcund th;, valle;y. None e:f th0se 

structures seem tee infringe Sioriously upon the histcric scene. The 

impression gained frcm P. distance is thr.t c;f t>. pcaccsful plee.sP.nt vnll0y 

with ncthing but th,: grt'.Ve mcnumcnt to suggest the desolation end the 

hvrrc,r evidEnt in the histc;ric photographs appended to this rcpcrt. 

Wcunr.ted Knu, is 17 mil&s by road frcm Pine Ridge, invclving 

9 mil<os by paved U. S, Highway 18, nnd 8 miles by a thinly graveled 

stctlcn linE. rc·~d. Unsurfn.ccd rce.ds ;,lso lead frc,m Wcunrled Knee tc 

Bnksland CP.st cf U. S, 18, ;:,ncl to the interfor communitibs c,f 

Pcrcupine, Kyle, ,ncl Mnnd&rscn (see Maps). 
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D. Historice.l Narrative 

The re.thcr impressive extent cf Wo1mded Knee literature 

is indicated in the foregoing biblicgraphy. Obviously the whole 

stcry c"nnct be brought wi.thin the confines of this r8port, pn.rtic­

ul,·rly since sc much of it involves an exhaustive search fer the 

thread of truth in the tangled skein of controversy. Our scheme, 

therefore, is to present hGre a highly ccndensed summ,,ry of ev,mts 

lee.ding up tc, and the g-,nci-nlly ,accepted fncts of, the enc"unter, 

fellowed by e review c,f pofots which are c-:mtrovc:rsiel and which this 

rs:porter wHl not e.ttempt k A.rbitre.te, 

Vickry nt the Little Big Horn was followed by a succession 

of defea.ts, and s<cvera.l princip~.l bc>nds of T,;ton Dr.kota Sioux returm,d 

to thGir respective rE:scrvPtions -- the Ogle.la. ( Crazy Horse 1 s rnd 

h,d Cloud's peoplte) to Pfoe Ridge, the Brules (Spotted Tri1 1s pGople) 

to Rosebud, the Two Kettle, Sans .~re e.nd Minniconjou at Chey€·nne 

River and the Blackfoot Sioux and Hunkpape.s (Sitting Bull's people) 

e.t Standing hock, :,lthough m"ny recognized the.t survival depended 

upon ncljustment to n white man I s civilization, this was an extremely 

difficult and painful, almost impossible, process for those usec. to 

the nomadic buffnlo-hunting scalp-liftjng culture of the Grea.t Ploins. 

R2thi::r tha.n degrade hims.;lf by trudging behind a plow, the onetimb 

we.rrior sat in the; sun am' dreamed of a miraculous return to his 

former elory, Thus he was ripe for the mess,ig,:; of Wovoka, a Ncv,ada 

Paiute, who promise(! thee ~.dvent of just such ~. miracle, not by war 

21 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-- ·--~-·-·-··-··· ---------··- ·-

but by invocEtion of the Grtat Spirit throueh the Ghost de_nce (Mooney, 

7,;4-815). Durinp; the winter of 1889 dele~e.to:;s from the Si.aux visi.tecl 

this rn:.w messiah, returninf'. in April 1890, with glowing reports. Despit 

romonstrr.nc.:.s of the agent 2.t Pine Ridge, Ghost d2.ncinp: then br,ccm•c the 

vo,,uc. There was no visi bll· lwrm or thre,at in this, there was no 

nctur.l "outbreak" or reb~llion, but the aP,cnt became, a.gitnted by rll 

the excitement, coupled with rumors of an outbre1e.k, nnd he CP.lled for 

help (Letters, BL\). The Wn Department, summoned by the President 

to assumt milit~ry rcsponsibility to prGvent nn ()Utbreak, responded 

with ~lacrity, 

WhHe the Ghost c',cncc wr.s largely blrunod for what followod, 

it wa.s me,rely a symptom of a ckep-scat0d unrest stemming from i1'11118diate 

loc.o.l grievances. In his report of 1891, Commissioner Morg~n of 

Indim ;,ffdrs lists no loss than twelve "ca.uses of the outbreak" 

lt:c\ding to Woundec1 Knee (CLl, 132-135), which may be boiled clown 

thusly: (1) a cru1tankerous mood among tho warriors attencant upon 

the decc'y of the old life; (2) reduction i.n the size. of the resc.rv,stion 

without fulfillment of p:ov0rnrn<,ntal promi.ses; (3) hunger, resulti.ng 

pPrtly from nrbitr~ry curtailment of ,;ove,rnrne,nt rations nnd partly 

from drouth and other natural disasters; (4) nn onslaught of measl,:;s 

,onr1 other c'is-,11Scs, highly fatal among thG chilc'ren, str,.mecthing an 

attitude of defiance; (5) the sudden anc' sc·emingly unprovoked invasion 

by the MHit1ery, frir,hteni.ne the Inc:inns; (6) the twin beliefs prevalE>nt 
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among the more frnatical Ghost-dancers that supr1cmacy of the IndiPn 

race would soon be revived, and thPt their "ghost-shirts" would bE· 

invulnE.rable to bullets, 

Of the 26,000 Sioux ;;stimat1od for 1890, probably 10,000 

lived in the contiguous Pine Ridge and Rosebud Reserntions and, 

although discontent and Ghost-dancing was rife on other rese:rvatfons 

,,.swell, it was here that the. threat sc-e:med most serious, and the 

ngent Roy0r ( a m,w political appointc;e), became the most _alarmc.d, 

l t was here thc,refore that the Army convt,rged i.n grE:rtest force and 

pressure rapidly bnHt up to the boiling point, 

On Novc,mber 17 troops undEr Gam,ral Jchn R, Brooke were 

orderEcd to P.dvance upon Pinc, RidgE:. On the 19th, the first conting0nt 

r.rrl.ve:d from Fort Robinson, Nebraska, and were rapidly reinforced, 

By the time Brooke arrivicd on Now,mber 30, a hea.vy concentr,-,ticn of 

forces had converged upon Pine Ridge, including eight troops of the 

7th Cavalry under Colonel James W. Forsyth, At the sa!:le time, sub­

stantial forces were dispatched to the other reservations untU, by 

the admission of Major General Schofield, cemmanding the Army, "nearly 

one-half of the infantry and cavalry of the Army, and some artHlery," 

were concentrated upon the Si.aux Reservations, "for which purpose it 

was necessary to bring troops from nearly all parts of the country 

west of the •Mississippi River"' (SW, 55), This iron ring, "having 

nwinly in view the protection of E-XtE:nded settlements surrounding 
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the Sioux Rest.rv2ticn ap.ainst icstruction by hcstile Indie.ns," w~s 

unr'.Lr t.hec control of General Nelson ;., Mil<'s, Cmmnanc'er, Militrry 

Lepartment of the Missouri, the conqueror cf Geronimo, Chief Jos,;,ph, 

aff·: s, ttinf Bull, 

With the, appe~ra.nce of the troops, scme 3000 erstwhile 

Ghost-c:'.ancers, lod by Short Bull and Kicking Bear, fled to the n~,'lan,'s 

northwt:st of White Rl.ver, This further wid,,ned the chasm of misunr:c,r­

st~nding for, despite nl, 0 rms to the contrary, this was not a hc,stile 

movt:ment, but a stPmpuc,e, CPusec. by pnnic; while nei thcr was the ;,eve.nee 

of the trocps, properly spt.aking, e. hostile movement, for they c~me 

only e.t the urg,mt insistance of the Indie.n ar:e,nt, and with no plRn 

in min( sr.v-e tc., pr(.;sE:rve law and order. 

Duri.nr: the forep2.rt of DE.cember then; were no e.pprecfable 

cl;,.shes bctwc:en solc'iLrs cw:' In(iP.ns, Things se0med to be quieting 

,··-:wn, and it WP.s a•::'.juc:geC: by the military to be an auspicicus time 

to remove ;,n· incarc<0rP.tce thce me.st c,mspicucus of the agitPtcrs, 

Prominent emon1, these w~s Sj.ttinr, Bull, th0 fnmous irrcooncHnble 

antar,onist, who WI\B allq;ec'. to be fomenting r<Jbfillion e.t his camp 

en Grand Ri VLr 1 sc,me 40 mil0s fr0m Fort YatGs, th<' StenC:ing Rock 

J:.r,mcy, On Decemb"r 15, in an attempt by Indian police to Prrest the 

c-ld chief, SHtin[l Bull "-nr! 9 followers, e.nd 6 of th1c pclice wE:re killed, 

When c~.valry rdnforcemcnts rode up, many of Sittin,; Bull's band ncct 

sc.uthw~rd towr>.rr! Cheyenne Eiv0r (Mooney, 854-864; McLaughlin, 194-222), 

TM.s w~.s the frim prelurle to Wuuwled Kn<>e. 
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With the news of Sitting Bull's demise, the Oglala and 

Brule Sioux in the Badlands se:emed to understand which way the wind 

blew, nnd they started to drift sullenly but without hostile act.ion 

,,ack toward Pfoe Ridge Agrncy. The d~ngcr zone now seeemrt to be in 

the Cheyenne Ri vGr Reservntion where Sit ting Bull's m~.lcontents we,re 

joining up with Ghost-da.ncers Hump a.nd llig l'oot, both chiefs hPvjng 

a following of around /iOO each. Hump, considered to be the grea.test 

threat, cnme into Fort Bennett meek as a lamb through the intercession 

of his old friend, C,-,_pta;n E, P, Ewers of the 5th Infantry, and the 

majority of the Sitting Bull r<.C.fug,:es were likewise induced to come 

in p€,RCcfully, .A.tout .fifty, however, joineod Big Foot, 

Big Foot or Sitanka now becameo the probl,;m child of the; 

War DepBrtment (SW, 19/i-238), Lt, Col. E, V, Sumnc,r was assigned 

the tickli.sh task of krnping watch on his village a few miks below 

the fork of Cheyenne Rive;r, On Decernber 21, the band, numb'-'ring 

around 3/iO, was induced to start toward 1''ort Benni;tt, but B!g Foot 

protested the injustice of this move. Sumner, now ready to us" force, 

we.s informed in the eVE:ning of Decembrer 22 th1,t Big Foot's band had 

decPmped southward towr.rd the Bedle.nds, It is believed thet this 

flight was influenc&d by m:ws that Summ,r would soon be reinforc",d 

by Colone] Merri~m, moving up from Fort B(mnGtt, ~nd rumors that the 

soldic.rs would use force. It j_s also apparent that Big Foot's plP.n 

W"S to rc;c.:ch Pin<o Ridge 2.hecd of the troops, c.nd seek the protection 

of the once powerful Chitf Red Cloud (McGregor, 48). 
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J.cting on orders to intercept Big Foot, Major Whi tside 

of the 7th Cavalry c2me up with him at Porcupine Butte just west of 

ti,e Badlands, demanded l'-n unconditional surrender which was at once 

given, and on December 28, the Indians were escorted to Wounded Knee 

Creek, camping as directed, General Brooke at once sent Colonel 

Forsyth to join Major Whitside and assume comrtand, The guard now 

consisted of 8 troops of the 7th Cavalry, 1 compeny of Cheyenne scouts, 

and 4 piecus of light art:Ulcry (Hotchkiss guns) with a totcll force of 

h70 men, rcga.inst 106 warriors under Big J<'oot. Defore his surrender, 

Big Foot had sent a scout:'.ng party on a futile search for Kick1ng Bear I s 

camp in the Badlands, This group thus narrowly missed certain death, 

By this time Kicking Bear and the Pine Ridge fugitives had returnod 

to the vicinity of that agency, 

On DecembE.r 29, preparations were made to di.sarm the Indians 

before escorting them to Pine Ridge and then by railroad out of the 

territory, This was a most unwise and fa.tal error 1 for the Indians 

ha.d shown no inclina.tion to fieht, whil,, on the other hand they regarded 

thefr guns a.s their mums of livelihood, and their most chc;rished 

possessions, Betw&en thb Indian tipis, where a white flP.g was hoisted, 

a!'ld the, soldie;r 1 s tcmts, was th0 council ring, On the rise w~-s posted 

thr, bcttr,ry trai.rn,d dir0ctly on the IndiPn cPmp, The troops were postc,d 

in two cordons, one iruncdiatcly surrounding the council ring, the oth,;r 

at 2 distP.ncc of four hundred yards, 

26 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I, 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

The wr,.rrj ors did not comply re adj ly with the requ0st for 

disarmr.ment, so a det,-._chm,nt of troops we.s sent to seP.rch the ti.pi.s, 

r0turning with about 40 riflc:s, mostly in poor condition. Now tension 

movntcd, for in the se,-.rch, the soldiers found it ne,cE:SSP.ry to overturn 

f·.1rniture r.nd dj scomnode women and children; while on tlw oth"r hrnd 

the o<'fic0rs bccemc conce,rncd thr.t th<= Indi.nns still concedod fir-on.rms. 

l'!vnwhilG a medicir"s-mnn hPd been circling C'mong the bravt:s, blowing 

on nn er.gk-whistlc, P.llcgc,dly urging r•ssj:<tance P.nd reminding them of 

t.hE;ir invulncrnblr, gl1ost-s•1irts. The su,rchc>'S now Pttemp+.ed to stcnrch 

the wnrrfors. Sudd1cnly th;; medicine, rs.0 n threw a h~ndful of dust in 

the air, e. young Indfr.n• c'_-r.__w out his rifle and it wns dischn.rged 

( either ncci.C:cmtally or on purpose), and the soldiers instantly replied 

with n volley into tho I:!Pss of nsse,mbled warriors, A brief, but 

frightful, hPnd to hcmd struggle ensued, with rifle, knife, revolv,.::r, 

ancl w;,r club ?11 wiiclded murclcrously. 

At th6 first signal the Hotchkiss gtms trainE,d on the ccmp 
I 

op,cned fir8, de~ling hP.voc nnong tho women end childre11, there r,athE.rod 

to obs.:rvic, th., proC<c,cdj ngs. In a few mom0ots ovur 50 ecldicrs and 200 

Indians, m:m, womc,n, rnd children, wo:re lying de?d or wounded on the 

ground, the ti.pis w0re burnjng, rnc Indian survivors w0re running in 

prnic to the shd t,r of the rr.vfo1.;, pursuod by the soldi.e;rs o.nd fellowed 

up by 2. r~king nre from the ilotchkiss f.U!l• The bodies of women ~nd 

childn.n were fcunc'. sc~ttered c.long " r':ist:mce of two miles frum the 

seen~ of thl t.ncountr::r. 
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Nows of th.:; stru,,gle quickly reach8d General Brooke at Pine 

Ridge; :ond the thousands ,,f Indians there ence.mped lately returned frcm 

the B.0 .dlm1ds. The l~.ttcr, arouse.d tu a frenzy, assumul a hcstHe 

rttit,,de, Om, b~.nd cf Brul,,s mGnac0d the, troops at Wounded Knt,e and 

rc:sc11~d snmc fuci t; vcs, while; rmothecr bm,d under 'fw> Stri kus ;ccttackul 

the; Ar;<.;ncy itself, be:'.nr, repulsc,d by Indian police, and then witloc!rPWi'1: 

to a positi.cn on White Clry CrbEk, Meanwhile, the 7th Cavalry loP.dud 

wound,. d tre,ops ~nd lnrlians on we.gens and pHinfully mrde their way bnck 

to Pim, Ridr.:u where mission buildings wer0 turned into hospitals, On 

thee fullowinc: day, D<cc8uic),.r 30, hostHes atta.cb,d an Army supply train 

nt:;8r the Agency, end 1-n,r<,; le.for unf!P.[;E.d by troops at th1.; Drc,xeal Mission, 

five miles ncrth of Pinc, Ridge, with miner casualti"s, 

The, sc,ldi.tor d"ad 0f Woundc;d Knee we;re transported am, buried 

ct the Af',rnc,,, on the cay of th0 tattle. On NE:w Years DPy, 1891, 

fellowing o blizze.rd, D. C:.ctachmcmt of trcops wns sent to Wcunr.kd Knees 

to gr.thEor up rnd bury theo Indian dE.c'.ct. The bodies ccvered with snow 

werE. f•:·und m~ss<:sd ne,0 .r the council ring and scattt,red along th<o river, 

ScMc; wcmen m1c1 childrc,n were f·.,und alive, but ~11 badly wounded ond 

fruzcn, Pnd most of thc.m s00n dice!, A lcnG trench was dug 1>ncl the 

bodks, strjpped 0f their ehost-shirts by souveonir-hunters, were 

arrc.ncu~ lik1; scrdinGs in the pit. Ther1.; were no funerru. sc;rvictcs, no 

ce;rcmuny of Pny kind, J\ yerr letcr Mconey (879) found th;;.t the Indians 

had Lrt:ctu' a wire fGnce arounc, the trench end smean,d thb pGsts with 

s:-_•r:r;,,,,d rud m(;dj ctnc paint. 
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All symptoms of Indian hcstility swiftly coll~psu: af't,,r 

W0und1oc' Kneio, Convinced th~.t rE.sista.nce wns hopeless ,.n,! imprcssE.d 

by the friendly cvortures nf Gencrol Mil,,s nnc'. the pcrsuas:i.on c,f 

f'ri0nclly chiefs, all lnc!ir.ns involved in the "outbreak" had surrcnckred 

by Jnnuary 16. The t0nsfon was mc.rkedly rdiev,,c'. by tho replRCcment 

cf civilian r,,gents \),J resp<scted i.rmy c,ffici,rs, and the early apprr•­

pri?tion by Congrrns of funds tc c~.rry out previously ignorecl. tru,ty 

cblire.tic•ns. 

Th<o milj ttry crmp,oi,c;n in wcst0rn S,outh Dakota had lnsticd 

32 ,;lays at a ktal c.zpensu r•f s.:me .-1,200,000, Total casualties 

are C:escrib8d as thrice officers rnd 28 enlisted mm killed, four 

cfficGrs a:n/7. 38 enlisted mE:n wc:iunc.le:d, of whlch W1.;unc1.cd Knee cnntributed 

enc officer an,: 24 sdc'.m:s ki.llLd, and two c,ff'icf,rs ~nd 32 men wounc'.ud, 

The, Indie-n loss cannot be accuratdy c,;:,,1putsc., but it r>ppears thc,t 

wd.l ,ever 300 Indinns dfod c:urin,; the hl!stilities, e.t least 250, 

incluclinc; the wr,mun rnd chilc'.rc,n rEC<·!l ving mortal wounds at Wounded 

Knee (l·h,ney, 891-fl92). 
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E. Controv.,rsial Aspects of Wounded Knee 

It is not possible to appraise the ndiond significe,ice 

of Wounded Knee on the bas!s of st'1I'k, undisputed facts alone. We 

must consid"r briefly th1c num,rous controve;rsial elements, not wi.th 

the view of sitting in a court of moral judgm,mt, \:Jut in order to 

discGrn cle,rly the two distinct and violently opposed schools of 

thought, and the diff'iculti,-s involved in attempting to ascerkjn 

"rll the fncts" of a s:tuPt5on colored by ?n <cmotional rainbow. 

It might be safLly stat<id the.t an unbiased account of 

Wounded Knee is an impossibility, for any statement one mzkes is ~pt 

to imply a more.l judgment which wHl be swiftly pounced upon by advoc,,tes 

of the side impugned. Fin,lly, since all hons:st men are unalt;,r2tly 

opposed to bloodsh8d, nnd there was plenty of it at Wounded Knes:, all 

men (including histori?ns!) when E>xpos,·d ~o the subject sLem promptly 

to take ~ r8solute st2nd ngcjnst somebody involved in the frac~s. 

The Indians and their sympathizers (who 11pparently constitute 

the heavy majority of interested citizens) reg1'rd Wounded Kn<-e as a 

mass,icr<-, incident to l'n unw:irranted invasion of their reservation by 

the United Stdes Army, not necGssarily preMeditated, but at least 

the r<csult of flagra.nt mish~ndling ?.nd an inflamatory pndisposition 

on the part of the troops, e.nd perpetrated with a gusto and a leek 

of discrimi nftion 2s to age or sex which circwnstances hardly seemed 

to warrP.nt, The Army and its adhc;:rents represent the affair as a more 

or less pitched battle precipitPted treacherously and wantonly by the 

30 



I ---·~-----· 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Indh,ns, 8 cha.ptcr 1n ~ full scale Indian war, in which the tro,.i?S 

Dcquit.tud thcmsel v..s with vnlor, if not w:i.th courtesy. 11The truth" 

of the mrttcr is lost som1cwh1on, in the chRsm seperotfog these two 

v~rs1.ons, not nEC'-'SSr>rily in the middle, 

In thso first plec8, was the.re en actu"l uprtsing of hostile 

Indj nns? The r.-1~rkud unrt-·st cnusGd by r.1ount;•ng grieve.ncE.s coupled wj th 

the frc.nzy of the gf1ost-d:oncc.rs suggest.i;d to t.h1c; agents the threat 

of ,m outbrCcek, but no outbrc~k rct,wlJy occurred, Rumors couph.d with 

horr<:ndous not! ons of the·• Dioux tcmpcr,mGnt f0d a panic among the 

tkerby setthmc:nts, but ,·Ct.er th .. dust settkd it was found thPt no 

set.th.rs WGrf ki.llcd, scf'lpc,d, or in Rny wry molLstcd (Colby; 

'1oon8y, f.92), The Sioux rn,vc:r left their r,,se,rv,.•tions, 

The milit.-ry e.ccounts 1,_re replete with the term "hostilos" 

but most writE,rs rgrc.s thr.t the i.ni tial movement of sever?.l thousand 

Indinns to the Badl.0 nds w.0 .s simply a stomped<: caused by pr..nic at the 

?.ppu'rance of masstod troops, SjmJ.lnrly, ilig Foot I s retreet from 

c:,cycnne Ri vcr is r,;pre;sented in dispatch',s .0 .s a move to II join the 

hostiles" i.n the Brdlrnds, but civiljan writ6rs point out thr.t Big 

Foot, fearing viokncc or at lc,ast captivity from the military, was 

steking asrlum rmong follow refugees Plld, fd.ling that, to accLZ:pt the 

h0spitality of Red Cloud r..t Pln~ Ridge, 

Writjng in the srme v,,lumo, Schofiteld end Mi.lcs contrudict 

GP.ch ether on the sizt2 of the Sioux thr<or.t, Thb furm0r considc:r thRt 

\ 
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'no conside,rr,blc numb~r of tL0m hPd S6riously intendtd to ,mg;,ge in 

hostilities ngejnst the United Stetes, 11 whj le the l;,ttcr re:port has 

it th~t .os a r,:;sult cf "the conspirr!cy" eight s+.,itcs "wccre li.oble tc 

be cv,_rrun •:,y " h'.mgry wild m,ad horde of sevnges n (SW, 55, 144). 

Pr;;.cti.c~.lly ell of the accounts cgru, thct hostilith,s thct djd tn!rn 

plr,c,:, followed the pressurEe of tightEcnjng cordon tactics of the trocps, 

e.nd ;:,t no time except ir:mGdj etely e.ft£r Wounded Knee did the Indians 

initiate hostilitiEs. Then where wes 11the war?" Enstma.n (34) nnd 

Watson "llege thet it wes ,an inv,;ntj en 01' "wnr c0rr£spondcnts" who 

w~rE; sent in drovt..s to :?:int.. Riclgt; by big Ec1.stcrn dr.ilit!s, whosE 

r<;e.dcrs tM.rst._d fer gor;, cictnils, 

There is a slight dj scn,p,~ncy in tho picture we get of Big 

Foct. He w,s c very s•1rly and trc.echerous Indian (McCormick). He WM 

wise, m<ld-manncred, peeaceful, devoid of wnrlik.: spirit (llcGregor, 15), 

There, is gGnerel agrc:£ment th<t, throughout DE.cembbr 29, h8 w~s fl.o.t on 

his bP.ck, b-,ing sGriously ill wjth pn8umonia btcfor<> the fight, ;,nd riddl. 

with bullets thc.reaftu·, 

Big Foot I s band of some 300 men, women, Pnd children ere pictm 

by ;,lcCormick PS despcrado<c,s, a band of fanFtics, infliimcd to the point 

of insanity by r£ligfous zc~l, who stubbornly refused to cooperP.te with 

Forsyth I s dunPnds. McGr<ogor ( 7 3) de.scribes th8m e.s poor bEwildered 

people, cold, hungry, nnd f2tigued, whose every word and ~ct Wl'!.S one cf 

plnc.:; ,md submission, Hs:: points out thHt if Big Foot hc>_d the:: n.mote:st 
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idea of fighting he could h,ve done so tc great a.dvnntege at Porcupine 

3utte. Also, it was net customr.ry for Indfans to involve their 

f Pl'li.lLs in hand to hmd ce:mbnt with superior armed force;s. 

Nost ngr,.c thP.t Big Foot surrLncicred re,dUy enGUJ!,h tr, Whitsi, 

e.nd l)ivoueckc,d p<-FCefully Enough et Wounded Kn1oe C!'.'ossing. Wh0 t ha.ppe,nc 

on the, morning of Deccember 29? With over 400 surviving eyewi tm:sses 

on0 would think th2t n coh~r£nt account would emerge. There W8S ~ p~rlc 

involving th<e tck,l s1'rr..,ncer of w.;n.pons, end here is where the nccounts 

go off in nll dir.::ct: ons. '.fost ngrt.e thrct the Indit.ns wc,re rcluctent 

to pr.rt wi .. th their guns, bu.t the;y did strick up nbout 40 of them. 

The survivbg IndiAns urnmimcusly clnim th,it 40 guns w~re all 

th0y hed and thrt they wtore reli.eved of r,11 otht,r W<cP.pons ns well, in­

cluding sharp-pointtd utensils from the tipis (McGregor, l0R-128) nnd 

Miles hjms1,;;lf esst:rts th0.t r-. pi;rsonPl scPrch of 20 or more wrrriors jus-t 

bdore the upheavel r<'-Vconled no eddi tionrtl weapons (Eastmr.n, 39), Most 

wri t<ors, even the qt<i tc sympa.thetic Mo0m:y ( 869), Pccept, the idea thet 

the Indiru1s d.thc:r menegcsd to retcin some guns er gr2bbed some in a 

lYcrr:; from the stcckpHe, And ru.so somEchc,w hrd accEess to a few himdy 

kni vrn anrJ w~rclubs. YicCc,rm:i ck cl rims th2.t the Inc',irns hPd all kinds of 

,;uns g,d cth<cr lGthPl instruments, wh:\ch h"d been mai.nly c,,ncEe2led under 

blcnk<cts, whc;n the fight start,.;d. 

Just whet pr<ocipi takd thG dfa~ster? Al though Ch, rlcy Blue 

r,rm ('1cGr0gcr, 137) rc:ports th.ot he: did not hccr c gun "before the big 
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crtsh cc1~8 frcm the soldiers," most accounts ~.rree thPt , s:ingle 

shct wr.s fir0d by en Indicn. Moom,y (869) srys, end Turning Hcwk 

nnd Spotteod Horse ngrc<, (CIA, 1130) thP.t a young lndiP.n fired c.t the 

sdr!h:rs, r·nd r·P.th0r CrPft is Plleged to testify thP.t "Indians fired 

first, Th" trccps fired only when compelled to." However, others 

st?te thPt this shot was <'CcidrmtaJ., caused when two soldit:r-s st 0 rtGd 

scuffling with the lnc\fan for pcss .. ssicn of his gun, (Mihs, in E~stmPn, 

41), which Dewey Bc,,rd clP.i.ms the IndiPn WP.S starting to put dcwn :in 

the pile. !1~ jcr J,llen ( EPstr:ien, 41) seys this first bullet went harm­

lessly intc the stockpile; cf cld guns, 

i,lmost jnstr.ntly r.fter this first shot then; wr.s a thundc.rcus 
/ 

blPst cf rifle firG, clcucs cf smoke Pnd a general sprawling ,of bodies. 

'fojs blast stands out vivjdly in the m.:l'lory of th& survivors (HcGregor), 

Just befors the bl:,_st thore wa.s e loud ccnu:iPnd, saJ'S Richard M'rpjd cf 

Hnwk. The s,.,ldicrs s<:untd tc hPve tr>ken instantaneous r•ction, without 

orders, sllys i·;ajc,r i.llE.n (EPstnwn, 41), The big volley Wt'.S ;·r0m the 

soldh:rs, who must then hevc: killed half of the concentrated wr.rri,:,rs, 

snys Mc.cn.:.y (869), 11ilo," snys McCormick, quot:ing Mcjor Whitside, "the 

first vcllcy wrs frcm the IndiF.ns, whc: fired ,ct, hast 50 times bGfore 

the trcops rstaliPt~:d" ! 

i,ccordj ng to ;1cCormick P.nd Rem:ington, scldi.,rs tcstifit.d that 

an cld medici !lO m2n hc.d be;;n h~renguing the Ind1. ~ns P.ncl. th~t the tenor 

of his sp0ech wcs thct th8:i r ghost shirts were invuln<-rable to bullets, 

and th<'t they could thi.refore resist the personal seorch w:i th impunity, 
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When he stooped down and threw a hP.,ndful of dust in the air, this was 

reccgnized by an officer as a hcstile gesture and becEJne the s' gnal fer 

general shcJting by the -'-ndians. Mooney (868-69) ir:entifies the 

medicine man as Yellnw Bird, and accepts the stGI':)' of his action, but 

h"lc,.s tG the belief thPt c,nly onto irresp,msible Inc'ian fjrE;( ur:;n this 

signal b".fcre the soldiers•v.:lky. If, howev<cr, as Mih,s and i . .llc:,n hav, 

it (Eastman, l.il) this lcn<c shot was the accidental r<csult of a scuffle, 

thGn :::,f cuurse thc.rE: would be no rr,c1i1 .fL.r e fnt~.1 11slgn.=il 11 by Yellow 

Bird, Eastrwn scr,rfs rt the whclte id.,r·, pcj_nt!ng out that the wc,men 

:me. chi.ldrEcn, whc •,c•re n,, ghcst sh! rts, were under the muzzles cf the 

Hotchkiss guns, and r,ss"rting thPt, if indeed there wes a hP.rangu<o 

Rnd a <':ust-thrcw: ng, it must hcve btcen M invocEtion fer supernrtural 

aid, which wes misunderstood or d.iskrted by the interpreter, The 

numerous Indian witnesses U1cGregor) m£ntion no me;;dic-5_ne m?.n. 

In n.ny event, blccdy ch,oos 0nsued with all PVnileble guns, 

Including the H,,tchkiss machine gun on th£ M.11, going into ,:,ctj cm, 

It is i ncontroV<crti ble thet mcst of the J'.)0 Indj ans and F.bout 6o of 

~ br.,ut I..OO soldi8rs wer1c killed or wounded, Over ha.lf cf the Indj an 

warr!.crs rnd pra.ctic,:,lly all of the soldier casl'clties were st~_cked up 

around the c,ouncil ring, Ccrpses of :ether warricrs ~nd the old men, 

wom(m, nnd ch:ildr0n wer.-; found wjthin the wider rrdi us of the c,:.-np, 

r.nd ~.long th0 r.0 vine (see Mo.ps), up which non-ccmbrtants were pursued 

and sl 0 in f•Jr P. c'.istr-nc8 cf twu miles. With sn much blcocl spilleocl..in 

e. str~gglc, b0tw~<.;n fcrc,,s sc. uncve:.ly mrtchE>d, scvtaral n1c;a.t moral issuc.s 

(noet ncr.-na.lly E>ligibl& f,,r considcri:ticn in cpen werfcre) arise, Th& 

35 



I 
------~----- - -------

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

princip?.l issue, concern the tr;;"_tment of wc:,en and children, HLr<:, is 

where chRsm tietwu:n th.: two interpretr,tj ons is widest, 

Mc:mccy ( 870), whc :i.n 1cv<ory recsp"ct tries hPrd to be imprrtiRl, 

finJs the Ind:! Rns rc.spc·nsj ble .for the engagement because the first she t 

was fi::-ed by one of their numb<or, end justifies the answering vcl.ley by 

the scldi<.rs, He defends Colene! Forsyth frcm chnrges of inhumanity, 

nnd "in j,,stice to e brra.ve nginent" points cut that many of the tr:,ops 

w&re r?.w r1ccrui ts who htd nr,ve,r be;;n urnkr f:i.rc, who were maddened by 

the spscteccle c:' their comrcclE.s I de,:,th, Pnd were 11probP.bly unnble in th,. 

confusion to c'.istinguish betwccn me,n rnc women by th&ir dress, 11 Hcwev(.r 

he; fJnds th,at "the whol;;srle slc•.ughter cf we.men and children WPS 

unnc,cessary and incoxcus?ble, Th8rt: cnn be nc qu1cstion thrt tho pursuit 

wr.s simplo n mrssPcre;. 11 Gene,ral Hi.les (E:;,stman, 41) acknowlE:dgrod that 

11n mr.ssr,cre occurru:., 11 The hec,vy mr.jc,rity of writers side with Hiles, 

Ifoom.y, i~cGrcgcr, rnd the Indjrn survivors in P.gretine thnt this p~rt 

cf 11th1o battle" r,t lcr·st wrs 111'. mRss2.crts11 (V<cstal, 305; Wi,llman, 237, 

South D&kr,ta Guide, 343), S,·,me, while avoiding th<c guil t-lrden word 

i tsdf, cl(rnrly imply " :rssacre by such phu.ses ,-,s II hunted out like 

"njmnls ,:me' shot" (Frink, 6), i.t hnst c,ne writer (Loe) refors to the 

"Wounded Km.e Crime, 11 Onto ccrcll,iry incident was nctcd, tending to 

bc-lst&r the mornl indign1tti"n of the 11massacrc, 11 schi;•ol, Somo Indil'n 

wcunclesd were le:.ft t,, dit: in the field in zero weather, 

.'.ccorrJing t•J th" 7th Cavalrymen, the then S;scre;tary c-f \•far, 

nnr! tho U, S, ;,rmy c,fficia.lly, thcre was no massacre, There was "· b~.ttlE. 
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pncipitr,ted by the tr<0rch~ry c,f the lndir,ns, Women end children W(re 

klll,,d, regrettably, but unevc,ida.bly, 

McCcrmick, hisk•rinn f,. r the 7th Cn.v~.lry, differs with tht· 

stnnr 1 ard accr,unts at elmr,st ev(;ry turn, (and -:ffLrs detrils t.hc,t ;,re 

n·-t suppcrh.d by ether krn,wn sources), He infors, in the first plrce, 

the.t tr"e.chETY was premEedita.ted by the ba.ncl ns n whcle, stetfog thnt 

during thG. council the squnws w<.:..rE furtively sadc1,ling pcnies, hitching 

teams, etc,, anc thnt "a.t the first shot the squnws l;;~.pec: in the 

w2g-2ns Pnd c1rcvc ,cut , f their vjllr,ge," being L,llowed by th6ir men, 

Thcreupc,n "three tr,xps mcunt,..c1 .ond set out at a gallop, ~ml a running 

fight t·ck plr.ce with th~se Inc:i,,n bucks L;r two or thr0e miles," 

Wc.·men nnd chil"rc:n werE killed c•nly becnus<> <:.f their prcx:imi ty k the 

stru(;gle with the men, Many (continues McCcrmick) Wtre ki.ll1oc. by the 

Indnr,s th1eMsel vrn when thGy fircc: their initial volley, with unfortunetc 

c,nscqu,.ncc;s tc the l?tt.cr, Ccntrary tc a.11 c,thl,r acccunts, which have 

the Hctchkiss guns Mc.wjn£' c'.cwn the cnmp nt cnne, McCcrmick stntls t.het 

thE)' die net cp6n up until the battl,;, w~s well un<:<'ir wr>.y, 11;,11 wounded 

Incti,,ns Wcl'f; given tho b,,.st attcnti··,n pc,ssible rnct taken with us tc th.; 

agency. 11 

Crucial tL ~n un,'rrstanr.:ing of tho affr,.ir, ~nd pertineont to 

the qu~stion c;f mili tr,ry judgment, is the puzzle cf the dEPd ~nc: we-uncled 

s:: ll:it-rs. The survjvcrs (McGr-0:;cr) insist thc:t thE: Indians w1;;rc rcli~ved 

cf e.11 wcap,;ns, includin1; guns e.s w8ll as instruments, sharp er blunt, 

c·nr' clnim that thc,se suldh.rs we.r& kiUcrl accictent,:,lly by the excitement. 
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cf their cc,mrac'.es, pcrticulErly in the, first v•~llcy when sclc\hrs were 

ringed cksely c•rcunc' the warrkrs, Nest historians t;ike it fer 

grnnt<,'1 that the Incl.inns hMl sc,me weapcns which they must hev0 usd 

frcc.ly, They c-.:nceivably mr.nPgecJ to retain 2 fE:W wconpcns in spite cf 

ttic sc."rch, nncl pcssibly 1_,rs.bbed a few frc.m the, stcckpilo, Hc,wcv,.r, 

there s1o2ms tc be strc;ng E.•xpc,rt backing fer the Indians ccntenti m 

th, 0 t scldic:rs killui ea.ch othu, Capt.2.in C, S, Ilsley, C8pt11in .·.11yn 

Caprnn, ;,ssistnnt Surger:n ChPrhs B, Ewing (McGrogc•r, 9/J-95) P..nd General 

t-lilws (Eastman, 39) .o.n, ell quoted tr. the eff;_,ct, that the trv,ps were 

imprcperly d.isposed, anc: thnt in fi.ring they ex0cutec 1 eDch 0th£r, 

Because, in his juC:gment, 11thG ?.ctiun of th<.: ccmm~nding 

officer was me-st roprehe;isible 11 (E~_stman, 39), Hiles relieved Colonel 

Fcrsyth of his ccmmmd, Howev0r, he w~s soon vindicated by Rc,c!field 

Prcctc:r, Secretn.ry of Wn, ncting en official tE.stimcny presented to 

him, e.nd the reccnunen<',rticn cf Majer G0nc.ral Schofield, In his 

c',irective cf l'ebru11.ry 12, 1891, Prcctcr fine's that the Inc'.i?.ns were 

c'espGrodoes bent upon a d6structi ve raid upon the settlements, thet they 

attackc,d en m~sse, killj_ng mr.ny of their 2._~ people, as wc,11 r>s solc'.iers 

then mim;ling with w,:me.n an:1 chilr'ren, to the c:etrim,mt cf the lntter, 

In the c~nfusion it we.s c:.ifficul t to distinguish buck frcm squaw. S,.mE. 

.-,m1on Rnrl children W<-.rE: unnvcidably killt,d em' wounclGd, "a fact universe-_ 

re.;rc,tted by the 7th Cavalry ... 11 HoweV•cr, se;vc,r,s.l inst2.nces (not 

spe.cifi.Ed) of humanity in the savjni:; of wnmen end chilrlre,n wLrro noted. 

N: t a single men :,f the cc;:unrnc was killE.d by his fellows. The arr~nge­

ment cf the tr-. r,ps dces nc-t require a.rJ.vc.rse critic ism on th£ p2rt ,,f the 

War Deapartm,mt (cited by McCc,rmick), 
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Since Proctor's pronouncenent, the War Department has 

stoutly and consistently denied that there was any nassacre. Off! ci all:, 

it was an honorable wartine engagement. It was no ordinary engagement 

however, It was a battle of heroic proportions, in the Army's view, 

The Medal of Honor, the highest award for valor this nation can bestow., 

was received by no less than eighteen soldier participants in the fight 

at "Wounded Knee Creek," The citations ring with such phrases as the 

following: "twice volunt2rily rescued wounded comrades under .Cire of 

the enemy; distingu!shed gall2ntry; bravery in action; killed a hostile 

Indian at close quarters, 11 •-+,c,, (M8dal of Honor), This medal was 

distributed somewhat more generously on this occasion than was the custc 

during World Wars I and IJ, 

Just one point remains, Senator Case is convinced that the 

"massacre" was motivGted hy a desire on the part of the 7th Cavalry 

to avenge its defeat of 1876 at the Battle of the Little Big Horn. 

Mooney suggests no such thing, and of course it is not to be found in 

officfal accounts, Nei.ther does it appePr in any of the affidavits of 

the Indiar/survivors (McGregor), The revenge motive is suggested by 

Wellman (23~7)-- "It was what the 7th Cavalry was waiting for, This 

was too good a chance to miss". It is asserted by Eastman -- "Custer's 

old command had a grudge to repay" -- to account for the seemingly wanto, 

killing of innocents. This allegation, howev6r, s,;ems•· actu.ally theory 

r2.thEr thrm a statement of fact, One unidentified officer is reported 

to hP,ve said, "Now we h2-v" ave,nged Custer I s death, 11 in a st2tement i;.f 
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the Rev, C, S, Cook, a half breed clergyman of the: Epfacop~l Church, 

ne.c'.e et a hE.".rinc'. in Washin::ton, D. C., 1"Ebruary, 1891 (Hellman, 237), 

Outsic':c of thj s on,; bit of thirc'. hcnr! 8Vj c'.ence, who can scy whc.t. went o:­

:in thr: mim's of the 7th Cr·valr.ymen ,at Cawn of December 29, 1890? Th,,rc 

:is no cvi/ence of a sinister plot by either party; but it is not unlike: 

thct Pt thjs little i.rmagcC:don of the Rec'. M:m the ,;hosts of s,,vcrc.l olr' 

fallc.n hGros stalkc,c! sombe,rly - not only Custer, but also Fette:rmcn, 

Grdt!IIl, Little Thunr\cr, Crazy Horse, and Sitting Bunt 
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III, Park Data 

Own~rship 

.:.bout 20 acrE:s fnll within the area tent a ti vcly rccommenie,~ 

by the comm:\.ttee of July 30, Of these, 5 acres are owned by Mr, Cly~lc 

Gilc'crsle;eve, m1orchant of Woundec, Knee, who has mac'.e a public off~r to 

donate, The remaining 15 acres are owned by the Pine Rir!ge Er.ucntioncl 

SociGty, a Catholic orgn.rdz,-tion, REov,:,rEnd Fuller, Pr"sid,;nt of the 

Soci.ety, has indicatGd in a letter of Septc;mber 16 to us, e. willinr,ness 

to donn.te or sell at mcr;,ly nomin11l cost, Those portions of Rdjacent 

lands thr.t rre importrmt to n.n inteorpr,Jtction of the battle, p3rticularl:y 

th8 r,.v.ine rnd the mrss 17 rnve, could be protected by coopernt._ive ar!,ree­

ments with othe;r l~nd owm,rs, principally the Catholic Church and Indinn 

allotts00 (see Meps). 

B, i,ppraised Value 

The lnnds in qu;sstion a.re useful only for lirni tcd grazing, 

but bE.cause of their loc2.tion in the Wounded Kncb co!Tlr.lun:!ty might 

h~ve pottmtial value for residential use, No €Xp6rt apprRisP.l of the 

lrnd v~lut: wrs obtain6d, in view of the don~tion off..:rs, Hom:v..:r, it 

is bcli6ve,d the,t the pr,,scnt vnlue of this la.nd would be in the nc,ighbor­

hood of ~:15 to $25 per acre, 

C, CcndHion of L0nrls 

The l,:,nds Lmbr,3ccd wi.thin the t..;nt.r.ti vely proposed are:a ore 

clear of improv<cJ:i6nts, <,Xcept for cattle fe,nces nnd a graveled roed at 

the brst end (s<;c Maps l'.nd Photos), 
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D. tccessibility 

u. ·s. Highway 18 is a high standard oil-surfaced road, but 

the stretch of 8 mil~s lea.ding north to the battlefield (or "scene of 

the mAssacre") is na.rrow, rutty, e.nd only thinly surf P.ced with eravcl. 

Clouds of dust trail the traveler in fair weather. 1.fter rn.in i.t is 

reput8d to be passeble only with difficulty. Mu!'h compleint a.bout the 

condition of this roiid is now voiced by local residents. It, is 

reasonably certain that (OSkblishment of a nrtionnl site would accentu?t. 

the dem?.nds for rood improv,,ment by the; Fed<oral Gov<.rnment. The Dureeu 

of Indian tffairs is pres,·;ntly r<,sponsible for the maintenance of thl.s 

road, but has no prospect of funds for improvement. 

E. S11ggested Dtevelopryent 

If the site were to be c;StablishBd as a nationel historic 

site in ncn-fed€ral own~rship, it would be sufficient to provide suitahl 

sir,ns rnd mnrh,rs, with little recurring cost to the Government. Howevu 

in fEd~rnl ownership, if handh,d in a manner similar to existini:; ncti.onr: 

monuments, Wounded Kne:e would conceivably require a substantiPl physic~l 
' ' 

i.mprovement program and sizeable recurrinr, E>nnual approprir·tions. 

B1ccouse of the indennitenoss of the proposal, no attempt is made hecre 

t'.l e;stimate thc,sG costs, or the; cost of improvinc the nppro1>ch road, 

F, Relntion to Notional Pnrk Service .;r1cas 

Wounded Knee wc:uld fit administr~tivcly into the constellrtion 

of BlPck Hi.11s ,;,.reas (Wind Cave, Mount Rushmore, Badlnnds, DGvils Tower, 
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Jewel Crve) administered by a coordinr.tinr: sup:.rintendent sta.ticnc,d 

a..t R,,pi_d City. 

1'hLr8 are two are,as new in the Ne.tionnl Park System which 

ar0 rc:lct,,d to Fla.ins Indian warfare--Custer B/lttlefi8ld N~t.ic,n.0 1 

Monumf;nt, scene of the B.0 .ttltl of the Little Bi~ Horn of June 25-2(, 

1876; and Fort Laramie National Monument, where remains of th,, imµcrtant 

military pQst of 1849-1890 are prestrved. Both arfias a.r& related in 

some dq,;r"'e to Wc,undGd Krnse, Fort Laramie was n ccmmon fntl:er! nr: place 

for the S:ioux (prrticularly the Or,lda.s and Brules) when the '•1orth 

Platte Valley was thdr hrbi.t,t, b0forc their fjnal move (in 1871) to 

th1c Pine Rid;:e country, The bloody affair of the Little Big Hern is 

gem.rally considered the climactic battle of Plains Indian WP.r.t'nre, a 

Pyrric victory for the Sioux which preocipi tr.ted their final subjurntion, 

the trnil which endGld f'oreV'<Jr nt elounded Knee, 

Indinn warfare (but not cf 11th.: Plains") is the theme at 

cne oth<cr area in Regic-n Two--Big Hole Battlefield Naticnnl Monum,:,nt, 

in western Mc:nt2nR. 

Bndla.nds National Monument in South Dek<;tn is the m,r,rest 

exi.sting nrEoa of the Service t,) Wcunded Knee, Big Foct Is band crc-ssed 

this area on its flif;ht fr,,m Cheyenne Ri V6r before capt.ure by tho 7th 

CR.VP.lry. 
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G, Relntcd Hfatoric Sites 

Within the Pine Ridpe Reservation there are no other im~crtant 

hiskric si ks in any wny dcsignc.ted, Pine Ridf:e i ts0lf is of consid-

,_ r~.ble hlst,,ric lntcrest beceus0 of its key role in th,:; reservati(,n 

hist.cry of thG Oglala Sioux, This reservation j s Gm, (.f the laP,:-.st 

and most heavily populated of the Indian resbrVl'tfons and the Sj,:,ux 

( pertly because cf thei.r historic prowess r..s wr.rri crs) are populrrly 

rq,arded as runrm;, the most cdorful itmui.can Indians, ;.t Pine Rid;,;e, -

which j_s somewh,:,t lrr,7er th,~n the typical a;,E-ncy, there is, in adctition 

to the govi.:rnment plant, e large industri.al schcol and a handicr~.fts 

shop and museum, The si t<o of the home 0f R<cd Cloud, famous war chief 

of the, Oglalas (who cffcred cnly p;:,.ssive recsist,,nce during the Wc.und<od 

Knee disturbance) is the cnly historic 1'tcature m~rk~d. 

The State cf Seu th DRkota has hi.stori.c me.rkcrs et th,:; sites 

cf the b?.ttlefi0lds of Slim Buttes (1876) and Whitestcne Hill (1865) 

2nd at the Ree Vi.llP('e <)n the Misscuri Riv£r besi.er,i,d by Le,Jvenworth 

in 1823, but there are no m.0 .rkcrs at Wounded Knee._ 

Nctict: shculd b" civen hue to the abortiv,;o Sioux Indian 

M0mc-riP.l prc;poscd in the 1930 1 s by citizens of Chadron, Nebraska, for 

l"caticn in Chadron Stete PDrk; ?.nd to the current project privately 

pr:.moted by the, sculptcr ?i clkc-wski ( with encourar:cm<cnt fr0m Sen~t:ir 

Ce.se and State Hiskrian Rcbins0n) for a gieantic mountain ste.tue of 

Cra.zy Horse, near Custer, S,.uth Dakota, as a m<omorial tc the h5rcic 

Sic,ux warri r,r who was the archetype of the wild AfT!erican Indians. 
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Photo No. 1 
Panoramic view of Wounded Knee Battlefield area, looking west. Wounded Knee 
Creek in foreground. Nlllllber key: (1) Road to Pine Ridge Agency; (2) Presant 
store and post office; (3) Mouth of fatal ravine; (4) Camp and battlefield 
area; (S) Hill where Hotchkiss guns were crnplaced, now occupied by mission 
and mass grave; and (6) Site cf old post office. 
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Photo No. 2 
Panoramic view of Wounded Knee Battlefield area looking north and northeast. Principal action on 
flat between windmill and mission building. Wounded Knee store and post office in middle fore­
ground. Wounded Knee Creek, middle distance. Photo No •. 1 taken from elevati'on at extreme right. 
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Photo No. 3 

,;I 
,:,, 

, .. i!i/lli1, 
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Wounded Knee Battlofiold. View to southeast toward 
Catholic Mj.:;sion on hill where Hotchkiss guns were 
cmplaced. Scldkr camp and principal action at left, 
middle distance, 
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Photo t10. 4 
Mass e;rave behind the Cat!,ob_c Mission where Indian 
victims of Wounded Kneo wcx·,i b1riod on January l, 1891. 
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Photo No, 5 
"Committee" at Wounded Knee monument, July 30, 1952, Left to 
right: Jake Herman, Oglala Sioux Council; Father Fuller, Holy 
Rosary Mission; Charles Blindman, Prt'e:ident, Wounded Knee sur­
vivors Association; Matthew l!igh Pine, Wounded Knee; William 
Fire Thunder, Oglala Sioux Council; Clive Gildersleeve, Wounded 
Knee; Will H, Spindlc1•, Wounded Knee; Sainuol Stands, Oglala 
Sioux Council, 
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Photo No, 6 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, agency for the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation, 17 miles by present roti.d from Wounded Knee, Pine 
Ridge was the center of military operations during the "Ghost 
Dance War, 11 

-

Photo No, 7 
Historic site in Pine Ridge, The agency police station now 
occupies the sit.e, Red Cloud was a great war chief of the 
Oglalas but was not actively hostile nt tho t:!J11Ei of Wounded 
Knee, In background i.s American .Legion Hall, scene of the 
July 29 meeting, 
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Photo No. 8 
Supt. E. s. Luce, Custer Battlefield National Monument, identifl.es 
four of these figures as follows: Seated--Major Samuel M. Whit­
side_ (left); Colonel James W, Forsyth (center). Standing--lst 
Lieut, Johf\ C, Gresham ( second from right); 1st Lieut, William J, 
Nicholson ( third from right). 

Photo No, 9 
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Photo No, 10 

Photo No,. ll 
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Photo No, 1 2 

Photo No, 1,3 
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V, Conclusions 

We are n<JW in a pc:si ticn to sUJlll!larize the points havin;; a 

ber.ring cm the question of ncti,,nal s:i gn:i.ficanc1s, 

1. Jlcs~arch fails to disclcse any sites to contest thG cl.s:im 

that Wounded Knee wns the lP.st import2nt clash betweEm red men and whit, 

en the North i,meric"n continent, 

2, Rcsec.rch alsc suc:rcests th~t in number of fatalities it was 

probably thia blo,,diest rnr~-cemEmt i.n the mnals of Plains Indian war­

fare (hctw~en 300-330), The (mly rival in this respect was the Battle 

cf the Littl0 Big Hern, with 263 of Custu 1s forces d"ad (according to 

3upcrintendent Luce), an :i.nd£t0rmiMte number cf Indi.ans killed, 

3, The highly ccntroversinl nsp'°cts of Wounded Knee reflect 

not cnly r,ross discrepancii;s in the evidence but passions engendered by 

personal trar;Ecdy, group lc,yalti8s 1 end ?. certain ~.mcunt of free,-fl.ontinf 

mcrnl s1cnbment, While obscurinr the search fer fe,cts, these verbal 

projecti:ms e,f the battle have kept Wc,unded Km,e vividly alive through 

the decades, If the clirne.x of the trarcdy was played at the Little Big 

Horn, the final ineradicable ag,:nizing scene before ringing down the 

curtain, the dencuement cf the bittbr C<-nturi<es-old re.cial conflict, 

was play0d c.t Wounded Knee. 

4, In a 1:i.krd sanse, Wounded Knee, th0 dis~.strcus but 

prcbably prevente.blc upshct cf a disturbnnce; brourht en by relieious 

manj P., was itself c,nly an incidc:nt wi.thcut histcrical impcrt or effect 

57 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

beycnd the shock to the Indian and to whites alike, with resultent 

improv,,ment ( somE. say only tom;Jor!lry) in the handlj ng of contemporary 

Indie.n affairs, nnd the enrichment of romi,.ntic likrature (see Neihardt' 

11S::ng of th0 Messiah"). 

5, In a wider sense, Wounded Knee is hirhly symboli.c and 

therein li.cs, in tho opinion of this r<,portc.r, its strongest cldm to 

rn bc,nPl rcco(c,'Ili tion,. In tho blood-bath of Wounded Knee the era of 

r.horigfne.l r1.:;VC·lt CCJTI(.; to n tr~gic nnd devnstritj_np; finjsh, the era cf 

pe,acoful re.cid relc,tfons bope.n, Since 1891,· despite gre~.t cultural 

bc1rriers, frie,ndshi.[.> has prc,v2il0d. Yuunr men of the Sioux, descendant~ 

of proud nom:,dic cagle-plumLd warriors, h2.ve since acquitted themselveE 

with conspicuous sell:sntry in the Spanish-;,m<crican We.r, Worlc'. W,irs I 2w 

II, and in Koree,, W~unded Kn<oe, the ple.ce where ancient animosities ho, 

their last violent swa;r, is also a milt:stcne in the histc;ry of race re­

lrticns, dem,;nstrnting thE: futilit:r of SE:ttlinr:; racia.1 arcuments by com­

b~.t, r.nd the urgent need for ac<rept:mce vf social responsibility, 

6, If Wounded Knee is considc,rod to h1we m,;ri t AS an 

npprcpri~.tc sHEc fer P. mcnumcnt cc-r,,memorntinr; the era of pca.ceful 

rel,"·ticins between rc,d mm nml whit", the qu ... stfon mit,ht lor;icnlly ~rise, 

why S<-lect ~.n event r0lrt(.d t0 the Sioux Indi.ans ~.ncl lying wi tilin n 

Sioux rcserv::1tfon, inst(;ad of S<elcctinf n site which might bE more 

m;t.rly conmi:cmordivtc ,c,f nll Inc!irn tri'ics, No historic site,i which 

wculd l0gically r<c:present all '•me;rican Indian tribes is known to this 
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rep, rtH, On the, c-the;r hend, two considE.re.tions sugi:;-,st the lcr;ic 

c·f selectinc a site on n Sicux Indian Resern.tion as represent~tive 

cf Inc!ians p,rn,rally, fi.rst, the Sioux were the le.st important group 

·.f r'x,rigin~l pc.cpl8 to c,ffer pow-,rful resistance t,, conquust 'JY the 

white race, Secondly, the Sioux peoples comprise the, lnrr(;st h,:,m,:­

,::enecus linguistic Er,.·up cf Ind.ians in the United States, In many 

ways the Sioux Indian hP.s b,:come the prototype of all ;'.meri can Inci~ns 

in the minds of thic, e.vc,rnrr(; ,J11ecrican. Thus, it wculd net be illcgical 

tc "sta.hlish a cc!lll'11omr,r2.tive si.t<c en a Sicux Reserve.ti(,n tc r-,present 

all IndiPn trih(;S, 

Regic.n1:ll Director 

J 
Merrill J, M~,ttes 
Reeionel Historian 
Reeion Two 
National Pe~k S(rvice 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Ockl)er 3, 1952 
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