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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Puukohola Historic District, approximately 76.57 acres, forms a small 
portion of a vast, arid coastal plain, covered mainly by hardy low grow 
ing grasses, exotic weeds, small shrubs and trees of Kiawe (Prosposis sp.) 
and haole koa (Leucaena glouca), sometimes called ekoa. The soil is 
reddish brown, typical of arid desert regions. Rainfall is scant annual 
precipitation for over a 25 year period range from a high of 9.1 to a low 
of 0.2 inches. Mean annual temperature is about 78 degrees; extremes 
range from 90 to 60 degrees. Rain storms are infrequent, occuring less 
than once every two years; they may be intense but last only a short time. 
There is almost always an off shore breeze, but for comfort, a shade of 
some kind is a must.

The../heiau sites on. Puukohola (..the hill of the whale ) is 135 feet above 
the-, nearby beach, about.<& mile southeast of the village of Kawaihae. It 
is a massive, pile, lava rock structure measuring i225 feet by 100 feet, 
and is walled on the ends and on the landward side, by 40-50 feet slop 
ing walls.

County road access to Spencer Park, a recreation beach, was built between 
Puukohola and Mailekini temple sites ca. 1933. State Route 26 passes be 
tween Puukohola and John Young homesite. A jeep trail branches off from 
the Spencer Park road at the southwest corner of Mailekini temple site.

1. John Young Homesite (PUHE No. 1)
Located on a hilltop at the extreme northeast corner of the proposed park 
boundary, it is approximately 3 by 5 meters, with the long axis on a north- 
south line, with the door on-the south end facing the Puukohola temple 
site. The standing walls are in poor condition and during the April 26, 
1973 earthquake, the highest standing wall collapsed and plaster from the 
east wall fell off. The top of all the walls were shaken loose and the 
rounded boulders used "in the construction are nearly all exposed to the

, .element5^ the "adobe" used for mortar, is being, eroded at an alarming rate.
^ This structure was built about 1798 and is among the first of western 
style houses in Hawaii. The site includes the Hawaiian style walls house 
platforms, and other features covering an area of about 50 by 30 meters.

Order of Significance: First
Acreage: Less than \
Location: Northeast corner of proposed boundary 

155 49'30" W. Long., 20 02'05" N. Lat.
Recommended level of treatment: Preservation-Restoration (Emergency Pro 

tection of Site high priority)
Preliminary cost estimates for above: EMERGENCY PROTECTION $ 7,000 

Archeological Investigations for Preservation 23,000 
Restoration based on Archeo-Hist. data 53,000
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE , ,,. --

In 1790, Kamehameha the Great held half of his home island of Hawaii, and 
had occupied by military force, the islands of Maui, Molokai and Lanai. 
A revolt on Hawaii brought him home. He begun building Puukohola temple 
about 1791, for his war god Kukailimoku, to insure his success in the con 
quest of all the islands. While he was involved in building his temple, 
the chiefs of Maui, Molokai and Lanai were joined by the Oahu and Kauai 
chiefs, which resulted in an inconclusive sea battle. After the completion 
and dedication of the temple, Kamehameha reconquered the three neighbor 
islands and conquered the island of Oahu. Eventaaally, he added Kauai is 
land through diplomacy and founded the Kingdom of Hawaii. It was ruled 
by him, his sons and grandsons through 1872. The Kingdom Kamehameha found 
ed is the political ancestor of the State of Hawaii. Puukohola Heiau 
(temple) is the most important structure associated with the founding of 
the Kingdom of Hawaii.

Mailekini temple site is an older site probably representing the inter- 
chief dom and inter-district or island warfare,, of the period prior to 1790. 
It is a temple site undoubtedly built by the district ruling chief. It 
was converted into a fort about 1812 by John Youiag for the protection of 
the Kawaihae Bay and the kingdom's arsenal. A tkLrd temple site, accord 
ing to legend, dedicated to the sharks, is located offshore under 6 to 10 
feet of water.

Olohana (Englishman John Young) was the most important foreign advisor to 
Kamehameha. His advice and actions helped found the Kingdom of Hawaii, 
fostered acculturation and started the kingdom toward Americanization and 
eventually Statehood. The ruins of his house, from which he governed the 

^island of Hawaii from 1802 through 1812, is still standing. Young built 
it in about 1798 and lived in it until his death at age 90 in 1835.

Kamehameha the Great built his temple to his war god. After he dedicated 
it in 1791, he successfully united the Hawaiian Islands into one kingdom, 
ruled by him, his sons, and his grandsons through 1872. Kawaihae was the 
center of Hawaiian administration and religion, probably through 1812, and 

into complete disuse after 1819, when the Hawaiians abandoned their

cont'd
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2. Puukohola Heiau (PUHE 2)
The site of Puukohola temple was designated a Registered National Historic 
Landmark in 1968, Dedication ceremonies were held on June 10, 1968; a 

v/plaque was presented to Olohana Corporation.

Puukohola's dry masonry platform on top of Puukohola hill (the hill of the 
whale) is approximately 225 by 100 feet in plan. The platform was cocpleted 
ca. 1791, as the foundation for a ceremonial temple, thatched with pili grass 
ritual tower or towers of wood, altars and carved temple images. After the 
death of Kamehameha I and after the abandonment of the ancient religion in 
1819, the temples of Hawaii, including Puukohola, were neglected and were 
soon destroyed by time and the elements. In the 1920*s the platfora vas ^ 
reconstructed by a Hawaiian Society, at which time a trail was established 
and reenforced with cement. A plaque commemorating the state wide centenn 
ial was installed on the site in 1928.

The site is in fair condition, however, because of the built in weakness 
of the prehistoric construction methods, the platform is very fragile. Por 
tions of the northwest cdrner, next to the entrance, collapsed in the April 
26, 1973 earthquake. Emergency stabilization is necessary before the develop 
ment of the site.

Order of Significance: First
Acreage: Less than 1
Location: 155 49'27" W. Long., 20 01'50" N. Lat.
Recommended level of treatment: Preservation-Restoration (EMERGENCY STABILI 

ZATION NECESSARYT
Preliminary cost estimates for above: EMERGENCY STABILIZATION: $ 29,000 

Archeological Excavation & Comprehensive Stabilization 21,000 
Restoration based on Archeo-Historical data 150,000

3. Mailekini Heiau (PUHE 3)
Mailekini temple site was apparently constructed and used during prehistoric 
times. It is approximately 295 by 72 feet in ground plan. It was probably 
modified ca. 1812 by John Young and used as a fort, complete with gun en- 
placements. The site is fair to poorly preserved. EMERGENCY STABILIZATION 
IS NECESSARY.

Order of Significance: Second 
Acreage: Less than 1

NATIONAL
REGISTER
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Location: Halfway between Puukohola temple site and the ocean
155 49'33" W. Long., 20 01'49" N. Lat. 

Recommended level of treatment: Preservation 
Preliminary cost estimates for above: EMERGENCY STABILIZATION

Archeological Excavation & Comprehensive Stabilization
$ 21,000 

29,000

4. Hale-0-Kapuni Heiau (PUHE 4)
According to local legend, there was an"underwater heiau" dedicated to the 
shark god or shark gods, offshore directly in front of the Mailekini temple 
site, in about 6 to 10 feet of water. Its actual location has never been 
determined; local residents say it was covered over by the construction of 
the island as part of Kawaihae harbor development. Much research needs to 
be done in reference to this site.

Order of Significance: Second
Acreage: Less than 1
Location: (approximate) 155 49'47" W. Long., 20 01'52" N. Lat.
Recommended level of treatment: Preservation (after location)
Preliminary cost estimate for above: $10,000 underwater investigations

5. Puukohola Historic District
Within the proposed boundaries of the Park are numerous areas where histor 
ical or archeological work has not been done. For example, recent finds in 
clude some "rock drawings" in the wash between Puukohola temple site and 
the John Young Homesite. This entry is for archeological-historical surface 
and sub-surface investigations and/or excavations of known and unknown (un 
recorded) archeological-historical resources, excluding classified structures 
separately identified within the district. This may also be construed as a 
portion of the "Development Concept Plan", which must be completed prior to 
development of construction (visitor use facilities) programs.

Order of Significance: First 
Acreage: 76.57
Location; 155 49'28" W,

155U49'47' W, 
W,

Long., 20 02'09" N,
Long., 20 01'53" N,
Long. 20 01'35" N,

Lat. 
Lat. 
Lat. 
Lat.

155 49*33"
155 49'12" W. Long., 20^01'50" N, 

Recommended level of treatment: Preservation 
Preliminary cost estimates for above: $20,000

PROPERTY BOUNDARY

Actual district boundary to coincide with National Historic Site boundary 
when established.
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ancient socio-political religious system after the death of Kamehameha the 
Great.
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