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Introduction

In May 1982, the Department of the Interior issued a policy statement for
use of the Federal portion of the Land and Water Conservation Fund (see
Appendix 1). The policy requires that, in carrying out its responsibility
for land protection in Federally administered areas, each agency using the
fund will:

——  Identify what 1land or interests in land need to be in Federal
ownership to achieve management wunit purposes consistent with
public objectives in the unit.

—— Use to the maximum extent practical cost-effective alternatives to
direct Federal purchase of private lands and, when acquisition is
necessary, acquire or retain only the minimum interests necessary
to meet mahagement objectives.

- Cooperate with landowners, other Federal agencies, State and local
governments, and the private sector to manage land for public use
or protect it for resource conservation.

- Formulate, or revise as necessary, plans for land acquisition and
resource use or protection to assure the sociocultural impacts are
considered and that the most outstanding areas are adequately
managed.

In response to the policy, the National Park Service has prepared this Land
Protection Plan for Redwood National Park. The purpose of the Plan 1is to
identify methods of assuring the protection of the natural, historic,
scenic, cultural, recreational, or other significant resources, and to
provide for adequate visitor use. The Plan was prepared with public
participation in 1984 and in compliance with relevant 1legislation, other
congressional guidelines, executive orders, and Departmental and National
Park Service policies. This revision was made to reflect changing
conditions in the ensuing three years.

This Plan is intended to provide general guidance for a land protection
program subject to available funds and other implementation constraints. It
is not intended to diminish in any way the rights of non-Federal landowners.
Moreover, the Plan does not constitute an offer to purchase land or
interests in land. Appendix 2 contains a summary of land acquisition
procedures.

Area Description and Purpose

Redwood National Park is located in coastal Del Norte and Humboldt Counties
and extends 45 miles south of Crescent City, California (see maps in
Appendix 3). The park was established in October 1968 by an Act of Congress
(P.L. 90-545) '"to preserve significant examples of the primeval coastal
redwood forests and the streams and seashores with which they are associated

2






