
STATEMENT FOR MANAGEMENT 

REDWOOD NATIONAL PARK 

REVISED FEBRUARY 1987 



- STATEMENT FOR MANAGEMENT -

REDWOOD NATIONAL PARK 

REVISED FEBRUARY 1987 

Concurred: >CfrMA>«u^9- V . (^iCA*£tu«L^ ¥- 7**7 
Regional Director, Western/Region Date 

Approved : 

super intendent Date 



- CONTENTS -
Page 

I. LOCATION 1 

I I . PURPOSE AND SIGNIFICANCE 5 

I I . INFLUENCES: INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS 6 

A. Legislative and Administrat ive Requirements 6 

B. Resources 16 

C. Land Uses and Trends 27 

D. Vis i tor Use Analysis 28 

E. Facilities and Equipment Analysis 31 

F. Status of Planning . 33 

G. Existing Management Zoning Map 34 

IV. MAJOR ISSUES 39 

V. MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES 41 

APPENDIX A , LEGISLATION 43 

APPENDIX B, REFERENCES 59 

- FIGURES -

REGIONAL MAP 2 

REDWOOD NATIONAL PARK MAP 3 

EXISTING MANAGEMENT ZONING MAP 35 

EXISTING MANAGEMENT ROADS MAP 37 

- TABLES -

SCENIC VISTAS 20 

VISITOR USE SUMMARY 28 



I . LOCATION 

Redwood National Park is situated in extreme nor thwestern California 
(see regional and park maps) in Del Norte and Humboldt Counties. It is 
w i th in the F i rs t Congressional D is t r i c t . Three Cali fornia State Parks 
are wi th in the established boundar ies: Jedediah Smith, Del Norte 
Coast, and Prair ie Creek Redwoods State Parks. 
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I. PURPOSE AND SIGNIFICANCE 

Redwood National Park was established by Public Law 90-545, October 
2, 1968, to preserve s igni f icant examples of the primeval coastal 
redwood forests and the streams and seashores wi th which they are 
associated for the purpose of publ ic insp i ra t ion , enjoyment, and 
scient i f ic s t u d y . Nine and one-hal f years la ter , on March 27, 1978, 
Congress amended the Act of October 2, 1968 to protect ex is t ing 
irreplaceable Redwood National Park resources from damaging upslope 
and upstream land uses, to provide a land base suf f ic ient to insure 
preservat ion of s igni f icant examples of the coastal redwood in 
accordance wi th the or ig inal in tent of Congress, and to establ ish a more 
meaningful Redwood National Park for the use and enjoyment of 
v i s i t o r s . Of the 106,000 acres wi th in the Congressionally authorized 
boundary , 28,000 acres are owned and managed by the State of 
Cali fornia in the three state pa rks . 

Redwood National Park's pr imary signif icance is the coastal redwood 
fo res t , which forms a unique and diverse resource. Once found in 
many parts of the w o r l d , now the coast redwood only grow as a natural 
forest in a narrow s t r i p along the nor thern Cali fornia and southernmost 
Oregon coast. Of the 2 mill ion acres of old growth redwood which 
existed in 1850, less than 5 percent (about 90,000 acres) are protected 
in nat ional , s ta te , and local pa rks . Redwood National Park and the 
three Cali fornia State Parks preserve 38,000 acres of these remaining 
o ld -g rowth forests . The tal lest known tree in the wor ld (along wi th 
the second, t h i r d and s ix th tal lest known trees) are located in the 
national park immediately adjacent to Redwood Creek. 

In creat ing and expanding the p a r k , Congress included previously 
logged upslope and upstream acreage to help protect downstream park 
resources. These 51,000 acres of second-growth redwood vegetation 
w i l l , in t ime, become a valuable resource. Much of th is second growth 
is the focus of a massive, unique watershed rehabi l i tat ion program 
which is helping to reduce the scars of the park 's indust r ia l past . 

Aside from fo res ts . Redwood National Park preserves port ions of Smith 
and Klamath Rivers and Redwood Creek, which feature outstanding 
anadromous f ishery and recreation resources. The l i t tora l evi rons 
found along the 35 miles of re lat ively und is tu rbed Pacific coastline 
include sandy beaches, rocky c l i f f areas, and t idepools. Prehistor ic 
and h is tor ic cu l tu ra l resources on the National Register of Historic 
Places are also preserved in the pa rk . 

Two measures of the park 's signif icance are i ts designation as a World 
Heritage Site and as a un i t of the Cali fornia Coastal Ranges 
Internat ional Biosphere Reserve. 
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