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AN ANALYSIS OF THE BUFFERS AND THE WATERSHED
MANAGEMENT REQUIRED TO PRESERVE THE REDWOOD
FOREST AND ASSOCIATED STREAMS IN THE
REDWOOD NATIONAL PARK

INTRODUCTION

The Problem

In October, 1968, Congress passed Public Law 90-545, authorizing
the establishment of a 58,000 acre Redwood National Park. This
action culminated a prolonged, emotionally charged, consideration
of the need for such a Park and a lengthy, acrimonious, hearing on
the effect on the local economy of the withdrawal of additional
lands from timber production in Del Norte and Humboldt counties.
Final justification revolved around the expected public inspiration
and enjoyment this Park would provide and the need to hold for sci-
entific study a unique vegetation complex that might otherwise be
destroyed. Preservation was clearly the objective: Preservation
of significant examples of primeval coastal redwood forests, pre-
servation of the streams within these forests and preservation of
the seashore adjacent to these forests was specifically directed.

One way to achieve these objectives would have been to restrict
the Park ownerships to whole watersheds so that boundaries could be
established along the upper limits of each watershed, and at the
same time keep the total size of the Park within the 58,000 acre
limitation. Under such circumstances Park personnel could be used
to carry out the management required and danger to the Park from
outside forces would have been reduced to a minimum,

Congress ruled out this approach, however, when it included
parts of several watersheds in the Park -- less than 50 percent of
the watersheds of Lost-Man Creek and Mill Creek and less than 10
percent of the watershed drained by Redwood Creek. By this action
the fate of critical portions of the Park was placed in the hands
of private land owners in the watersheds tributary to the Park.
Consequently, if the preservation objectives set forth by Congress
are to be achieved, a cooperative management effort will have to be
developed with these owners =-- many of whom had earlier viewed the

establishment of the Park as a threat to the economic operation of
their lands within these watersheds.

To pave the way for this cooperative effort, Congress has
provided the Secretary of the Interior with the authority to enter
into contracts and cooperative agreements with these owners for the
establishment of buffers and watershed management practices that
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