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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF RESOURCES MANAGEMENT PLANNING
IN THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM

INTRODUCTION

This account of resources management planning in the National Park System (NPS) is general
in scope and content. Definitive, detailed accounts are left to the scholarly historians and
serious laymen. Its purpose is to reveal, through the historical record, that effective re-

source management planning requires the following conditions:

1. Research-resources management programs are interdependent, and they must

function in this relationship as supported by their historic origin.

2. Research-resources management operations function most effectively in meeting
the Service mission when they share a common organizational identity and have

the full support of management.

3. Research-resources management programs have a direct supportive role to the
park planning and development program; when this relationship does not function,

park values may be impaired.

4. Resources management planning is an interdisciplinary team effort that uses the
natural ecosystems of the park as the base for evaluating all park operations,
planning, and developments to assure their maintenance in accordance to the

enabling legislation.

5. Research-resources management personnel must have, and maintain, high pro-

fessional qualifications in the environmental sciences.

The references to research include all disciplines of the biological, physical, and social
sciences that support the resources management program of the NPS. The latter covers
the full spectrum of park operations, which includes protection, maintenance, preservation,

restoration, and interpreting the resources.

PARK RESOURCES MANAGEMENT PRIOR TO 1916

Prior to passage of the National Park Service Act, there was practically no resources
management operations consistent with preserving the ecological integrity of parks. Re-
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