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Inventory Unit Summary & Site Plan

The Cultural Landscapes Inventory Overview:

Inventory Summary

Purpose and Goals of the CLI

The Cultural Landscapes Inventory (CLI), a comprehensive inventory of all cultural landscapes 
in the national park system, is one of the most ambitious initiatives of the National Park Service 
(NPS) Park Cultural Landscapes Program.  The CLI is an evaluated inventory of all 
landscapes having historical significance that are listed on or eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places, or are otherwise managed as cultural resources through a public 
planning process and in which the NPS has or plans to acquire any legal interest.  The CLI 
identifies and documents each landscape’s location, size, physical development, condition, 
landscape characteristics, character-defining features, as well as other valuable information 
useful to park management.  Cultural landscapes become approved CLIs when concurrence 
with the findings is obtained from the park superintendent and all required data fields are 
entered into a national database.  In addition, for landscapes that are not currently listed on the 
National Register and/or do not have adequate documentation, concurrence is required from the 
State Historic Preservation Officer or the Keeper of the National Register.   

The CLI, like the List of Classified Structures, assists the NPS in its efforts to fulfill the 
identification and management requirements associated with Section 110(a) of the National 
Historic Preservation Act, National Park Service Management Policies (2006), and Director’s 
Order #28: Cultural Resource Management.  Since launching the CLI nationwide, the NPS, in 
response to the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA), is required to report 
information that respond to NPS strategic plan accomplishments.  Two GPRA goals are 
associated with the CLI: bringing certified cultural landscapes into good condition (Goal 1a7) 
and increasing the number of CLI records that have complete, accurate, and reliable 
information (Goal 1b2B).

Scope of the CLI

The information contained within the CLI is gathered from existing secondary sources found in 
park libraries and archives and at NPS regional offices and centers, as well as through on-site 
reconnaissance of the existing landscape.  The baseline information collected provides a 
comprehensive look at the historical development and significance of the landscape, placing it in 
context of the site’s overall significance. Documentation and analysis of the existing landscape 
identifies character-defining characteristics and features, and allows for an evaluation of the 
landscape’s overall integrity and an assessment of the landscape’s overall condition.  The CLI 
also provides an illustrative site plan that indicates major features within the inventory unit.  
Unlike cultural landscape reports, the CLI does not provide management recommendations or 

CLI General Information:
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treatment guidelines for the cultural landscape.

Inventory Unit Description:

Drewry’s Bluff is one of eight component landscapes in Richmond National Battlefield Park. The 
39.5-acre unit is located 8 miles down the James River from Richmond, Virginia, between the river and 
Interstate Route 95. The unit includes the earthen fieldworks remaining of the Confederate Civil War 
Fort Drewry, a pedestrian interpretive trail with waysides, an overlook, and an original cannon mounted 
on a reproduction carriage. 

The earthworks on Drewry's Bluff were critical for the defense of Richmond from Federal naval 
attacks. The battle fought here on May 15, 1862 proved to the Federal navy that the Confederate 
defense of the James River would be very difficult to breach. After defeating the Federals in 1862, the 
Confederates improved the fortification and added more guns and a permanent garrison. The site also 
was the headquarters for the Confederate Marine Corps and the Confederate Naval Academy. 

In 1927 the Richmond Battlefield Association acquired the land to preserve the site from development, 
and placed a Freeman Marker on the site to commemorate its role in the war. During the 1930s the 
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) worked on clearing the earthworks and established trails. 

Drewry’s Bluff is significant under Criterion A for its association with the defense of Richmond during 
the Civil War from 1862-1865. The fort is significant under Criterion C for military engineering and 
archeological resources. Under Criterion D, the earthworks and surrounding land, including the 
Confederate Camp of Marine Instruction, which had numerous buildings including a chapel, are 
significant for their potential to yield military information from the period, and could possibly yield 
information regarding prehistoric use of the area. In conservation, the park unit is significant for its 
association with the local efforts to commemorate Civil War sites from 1925-1951. It may also have 
state significance for its association with the New Deal from 1933-1941 when a CCC camp worked 
here to assist with clearing and construction projects.
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Site Plan

This maps shows the location of all component landscapes in Richmond National Battlefield Park 
(Park brochure 2000).
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Existing Conditions: Entry Detail (See Addenda for enlargement).
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Existing Conditions: Overview (See Addenda for enlargement).
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Existing Conditions: Parking Detail (See Addenda for enlargement).
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Existing Conditions: Fort Detail (See Addenda for enlargement).

Cultural Landscapes Inventory Page 7 of 64


