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Tos

The National Academy of Sciences Advisory Committee to the National
Park Service on Research calls attention to the following correction
which should be made to Recommendation 11, page xiv, of its report

of August 1, 1963:

11. Reszarch on aquatic life, as well as on that existing on and
above the land, should be pursued to assist in determining gemeral
policies for the maintenatce of matural conditions for their sciemtific,
educational, and cultural values.

The Committee would appreciate it if these changes were made in all
copies which have been thus far distributed. '
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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
2101 CONSTITUTION AVENUE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

August 1, 1963

The Honorable Stewart L. Udall
The Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Secretary Udall:

Your letter of April 25, 1962 asked the advice and assistance
of the National Academy of Sciences in the planning and organizing
of an expanded program of natural history research by the National
Park Service. I am pleased to transmit herewith the report of the
committee that was appointed by the Academy to respond to that
request. Supplemental material is being gathered together in an
appendix which will be forwarded to you as soon as it is completed.

We have felt a special responsibility in undertaking this task.
The challenge of preserving both the beauty and the substance of a
significant portion of our environmental heritage, in the interests
of this and future generations, is one that calls for the best that
those with appropriate knowledge and competence can give. Our
committee, under the chairmanship of William J. Robbins, has
devoted sustained and careful thought to the several aspects of
the problem.

Dr. Robbins assures me that the committee members will be
glad to discuss with you any parts of their report if you would find
that helpful,

Sincerely yours,

Frederick Seitz
President
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ABSTRACT

The report submitted to the Secretary describes how the Committee con-
ducted its study and surveys the development of the national parks idea,
which originated in the United States and has reached its fullest expression
there. It calls attention to the responsibilities and obligations which
stem from the worldwide recognition and appreciation of the leadership of
the United States in this area.

It discusses some of the historical aspects of the establishment of
national parks, the first of which was Yellowstone National Park in 1872,
and highlights the characteristics of some of the 31 parks now in existence.
The report asserts that the national parks of the United States are among
the most valuable heritages of this country; that in setting these lands
aside the people and the governmment of the United States demonstrated
particular wisdom; and that the role of national parks in the lives of
our citizens is dramatically enlarging.

The objectives or purposes of the National Park Service are discussed
in the light of the origin of the national parks and the various Acts of
Congress which deal with them. The conclusion is reached that the Service
should strive first to preserve and conserve the national parks with due
consideration for the enjoyment by their owners, the people of the United
States, of the aesthetic, spiritual, inspirational, educational, and scien-
tific values which are inherent in natural wonders and nature's creatures.
The Service should be concerned with the preservation of nature in the
national parks, the maintenance of natural conditions, and the avoidance

of artificiality, with such provisions for the accommodation of visitors as
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