Rocky Mountain

NATIONAL PARK « COLORADO

Within its boundaries, Rocky Mountain National
Park includes 410 square miles of the Front Range
of the Rockies in north-central Colorado.

High mountains, alpine lakes, glacier-sculptured
valleys, rugged gorges, and vast areas of alpine
tundra are features of this park—one of the most
spectacular yet most easily accessible high-moun-
tain areas in America. This is high country, with
elevations ranging from 8,000 feet to the 14,256-
foot Longs Peak.

Trail Ridge Road, which reaches 12,183 feet and
stays above timberline for 11 miles, crosses the
crest of the Front Range and the Continental Di-
vide. A trip across this road in summer provides
sweeping views of mountains, forests, and open
meadows. At nearly every point on this and other
park roads are open vistas—ideal for sightseeing
from your car. A short drive to Bear Lake takes
you to the very base of the east face of the Front
Range rising abruptly above the lake.

The roads at Rocky Mountain are not high-speed
highways; they are designed instead to help you
get the greatest enjoyment from the park’s scenery.
Speed limits and traffic laws are enforced. Please
obey signs. Report all accidents and complaints to
the nearest ranger station.

Enjoy, but do not destroy, injure, deface, remove,
or disturb public property, natural features, wild
animals, or any park resource. Since Rocky Moun-
tain is a wildlife sanctuary, hunting is prohibited.
Any device designed to discharge missiles and
capable of injuring or destroying animal life is not
permitted.

WHAT TO DO

While sightseeing by car is popular at Rocky Moun-
tain, the person who ventures out on foot will see
much more of what the park offers. Many short
hikes lead to scenic features. The Bear Lake and
Glacier Gorge areas are good starting points for
short hikes to the lakes. Easy strolls start from
the Cub Lake and Fern Lake trailheads. Back-coun-
try camping is available at many spots along the
300 miles of trails.

Pets are permitted in the park if they are kept under
physical control; however, they are not allowed on
trails or areas not accessible to automobiles. Ve-
hicles are not allowed on trails or off the roads.

Rocky Mountain is especially rewarding during
September and October, when aspen groves turn
golden in a progression of color down the slopes.
Winter in the Rockies, normally from late October
to early May, is beautiful. A fresh snowfall trans-
forms the landscape, and mountain peaks are more
spectacular when blanketed with snow.

Interpretive programs. The National Park Service
offers you the opportunity to understand the park
better through its interpretive programs, which
are available from mid-June to September 1. There
are exhibits at the Alpine and Moraine Park Visitor
Centers, self-guiding trails, wayside exhibits, con-
ducted walks and hikes, evening campfire talks,
and several publications dealing with the history
and natural history of the area. A self-guiding

motor nature trail has been designed to help you
enjoy the historic Old Fall River Road. An orienta-
tion movie is shown at park headquarters near
Estes Park. Large relief model maps are in the
lobbies of the park headquarters building and the
public information building near the Grand Lake
entrance. Schedules of all activities are available
at ranger stations and visitor centers.

Fishing is permitted in most of the streams and
lakes of the park, but you must have a Colorado
license. All of the lower streams and lakes, and
many of the lakes in higher altitudes, contain one
or more species of trout. “Catchable size” hatch-
ery fish are not stocked. Review fishing regula-
tions at park headquarters or at a ranger station
before you go fishing.

Skiing and ice skating facilities are located at Hid-
den Valley, 7 miles from the Fall River Entrance.
Access roads to Hidden Valley from the east are
kept open, but Trail Ridge Road is closed by snow
from late October to May.

Camping. Seven campgrounds—Moraine Park,
Glacier Basin, Aspenglen, Endovalley, Longs Peak,
Wild Basin, and Timber Creek—provide an enjoy-
able way to become acquainted with Rocky Moun-
tain. Camping is limited to 14 days, and camp-
grounds are usually filled to capacity early each
day in summer. Endovalley is restricted to tent
camping only. Housetrailers are permitted in most
campgrounds but should not be taken into Wild
Basin or up Fall River Road since both roads are
narrow and Fall River Road is steep. There are no
electrical, water, or sewer connections in any of
the campgrounds. Sewer dumps for self-contained
vehicles are available at Moraine Park, Glacier
Basin, and Timber Creek Campgrounds. Only As-
penglen Campground is open all year.

Campfires are permitted only in designated fire-
places. Don’t leave your campfires unattended.
Pour water on your fire and make sure it is out.
To camp at a designated back-country campsite,
you must first obtain a permit at any ranger sta-
tion or park headquarters. The gathering of fire-
wood is not permitted in the park.

IF YOU PLAN TO CLIMB

Mountain climbing. Over the years, Rocky Moun-
tain has become increasingly popular for mountain
climbing. Longs Peak is a favorite, and there are
several routes to its summit which provide climbs
of varying difficulty. Descriptions of climbing
routes and information on mountaineering guide
service are available at park headquarters and
ranger stations.

The spectacular high country of the park attracts
both hikers and expert climbers. Many accidents
have occured when inexperienced hikers have at-
tempted rock climbing or cross-country routes
without realizing the hazards involved.

You must register with a park ranger if you are
planning to—

1. Make an ascent involving use of technical
climbing equipment (ropes, carabiners,
pitons).

2. Make overnight foot, ski, snowshoe, or
snowmobile trips in winter.

3. Make ski or snowshoe trips away from
main roads.

Descriptions of climbing routes and information
on mountaineering guide service are available at
park headquarters and ranger stations. You must
obtain the approval of the superintendent before
attempting to climb “The Diamond” on the east
face of Longs Peak.

Accidents in the mountains, even minor ones, may
have serious or fatal consequences. Severe storms
come up quickly, even in summer, with attendant
exposure to low temperatures, rain, snow, sleet,
and lightning. All hikers and climbers should ob-
serve the following precautions: Never climb alone;
register before and after the climb; avoid steep
snowfields; don’t overextend your physical ability;
startearly; avoid open high ridges and peaks during
lightning; turn back in adverse weather; move cau-
tiously on steep or rocky areas. Children should not
run downbhill.

ACCOMMODATIONS

There are no overnight accommodations under
Government supervision inside the park. The few
that are available are on private land and are not
subject to National Park Service control.

For information about available facilities adjacent
to the park, write to the chamber of commerce at
either Estes Park, CO 80517, or Grand Lake, CO
80447.

HOW TO REACH ROCKY MOUNTAIN

The nearest major rail, air, and busline terminals
are at Denver, 65 miles from Estes Park, and at
Cheyenne, Wyo., 91 miles distant.

Insummer, the Colorado Transportation Co. makes
connections with transcontinental airlines, rail-
roads, and buslines at Denver and Granby. You can
obtain further information from this company at
3455 Ringsby Court, Denver, CO 80216.
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