To Enjoy The Park

. . utilize its interpretive programs
The National Park Service encourages you to become
acquainted with the park through its guided walks, camp-
fire programs, and other activities. These programs begin
in early June and extend into September. Pick up a schedule
at one of the information centers. Be sure to see the orienta-
tion film at headquarters (open all year), and the exhibits
at Alpine Visitor Center (June-October) and Moraine
Park Visitor Center (May-October). Roadside exhibits
and selfguiding trails also help to interpret the park.

When you leave Rocky Mountain National Park we
hope your experience here will go with you as a happy
memory. You should also carry away an enhanced ap-
preciation for nature, a sharpened awareness of the inter-
dependence of animals (including man), plants, soils, air,
and water, and an understanding that man is inescapably
a part of this precariously balanced system.

. « . drive its roads

From the east, Trail Ridge Road takes a winding course
as it leaves Estes Park, reaches 3,704 meters (12,183 feet),
and then descends to Grand Lake. Take 3 or 4 hours for
this 80-kilometer (50-mile) scenic drive, stopping at the
overlooks to absorb far-spreading views of Rocky Moun-
tain’s peaks and valleys. As you travel along Trail Ridge
itself, above tree line, you are on the “roof of the world”
with superlative vistas of glacier-carved peaks on every side.
For a closer look at the alpine world, walk to Forest
Canyon Overlook or take the Y2-hour round trip Tundra
Trail. Stop at Fall River Pass (3,595 meters, or 11,796
feet) to visit the Alpine Visitor Center. The exhibits will
help you understand some of the things you have seen and
felt along Trail Ridge Road.

Fall River Road, a section of the original road crossing
over the mountains, is open from Horseshoe Park Junc-
tion to Fall River Pass. West of Endovalley Picnic Area,
the road is one-way, uphill. The gravel road switchbacks up
a narrow mountain valley, offering an early-day motoring
experience. Because of the sharp switchbacks, trailers and
motorized vans are prohibited. A guide booklet explains
the history and natural history of this old road.

Take Bear Lake Road if you have the time—an extra
hour or so will do it. This is one of the few paved roads
in the Rockies that leads to the heart of a high mountain
basin.

Don’t forget: Rocky Mountain’s roads are not high-speed
highways, but are instead designed for maximum enjoy-
ment of the scenery. Speed limits and traffic laws are
enforced. Please obey signs. Report all accidents to the
nearest park ranger station.

. . . fish in its streams

In the mountain streams and lakes are four species of
trout: German brown, brook, rainbow, and cutthroat.
These cold waters may not produce large fish, but the
superb mountain scenery will enhance your experience.
Trout populations are maintained by natural reproduction
without stocking.

Remember, you must have a Colorado license. Use of
live bait is prohibited. You should review special fishing
regulations at park headquarters or at the nearest park
ranger station before you fish!

. « « 2o horseback riding

Horses with guides can be hired at two locations inside
the park on the east side, or from a number of liveries out-
side both the east and west park boundaries.

. « . see it in winter

Winter means snow in the Rockies; and snow means skiing
—cross-country skiing in the lower valleys, winter moun-
taineering in the high country, and downhill skiing at
Hidden Valley. Each type of activity has its special thrills;
but you must be properly equipped.

The Hidden Valley Winter Use Area is 11 kilometers
(7 miles) from the Fall River Entrance and almost 10
kilometers (6 miles) from the Beaver Meadows Entrance.
Access roads to Hidden Valley from the east are kept open,
and provide the traveler a panorama of the high mountains,
majestic in their winter mantle of white.

. . . stay in its campgrounds
Five roadside campgrounds—Moraine Park, Glacier Basin,
Aspenglen, Longs Peak, and Timber Creek—provide an
enjoyable way to become acquainted with Rocky Mountain.
Camping is limited to 3 days at Longs Peak and 7 days at
the other sites. In summer, campgrounds usually have been
filled to capacity early each day. Organized group camp-
sites, at Aspenglen and Glacier Basin Campgrounds, can be
reserved. Longs Peak is restricted to tent camping. There
are no electrical, water, or sewer connections in any of the
campgrounds. Sewer dump stations are at Moraine Park,
Glacier Basin, and Timber Creek Campgrounds. One
campground is kept open all year. A reservation system may
be in use at some campgrounds at the time of your visit.
Wood fires are permitted in fire grates at campgrounds
and picnic areas. A written permit is required for all fires
outside those areas. Wood gathering is prohibited in camp-
grounds and along roadsides.

. . . take its trails and climb its mountains

Day use. More than 480 kilometers (300 miles) of trails
provide access to remote sections of the park. Short trails
lead to many scenic features. Easy strolls start from the
Cub Lake and Fern Lake trail heads. The Bear Lake area
is a good starting point for short hikes to other lakes.
Visitors on day hikes or horseback trips are requested to
sign the trail records provided near the trail heads.

Overnight trips. The backcountry of the park includes
all of the park outside of developed and road-accessible
areas; it can be reached only by trail or cross-country
travel.

A Backcountry Use Permit is required for:

1. All overnight trips into the backcountry, summer

or winter.

2. Technical climbs. All ascents involving the use of
technical climbing equipment (ropes, carabiners,
pitons, etc.).

This permit can be obtained from any ranger or at any
information station during summer. In winter, and gen-
erally in late fall and early spring, it is necessary to go to
park headquarters or the West District Office to obtain
the permit. These permits are issued on a “first come”
basis, and no earlier than 24 hours before departure time.

Trail distances. One-way trail distances from nearest
approach roads (distances based on nearest half mile):

From Bear Lake to Kilometers Miles
Dream Lake . 1
Emerald Lake ; 125
Lake Haiyaha : 2
Flattop Mountain
Grand Lake (Jct. Trail & W.

Portal Rd.) via N. Inlet. ........
Grand Lake (Jct. Trail & W.
Portal Rd.) via Big Meadows ...
Bierstadt Lake
Odessa Lake
Fern Lake

From Glacier Gorge Jct. to
Loch Vale
Mills Lake

From Grand Lake to

Shadow Mountain (East
Shore Trail head)

Cascade Falls (Jct. N. Inlet
Trail with W. Portal Rd.)

Lake Nokoni (Jct. N. Inlet
Trail with W. Portal Rd.)

Lake Nanita (Jct. N. Inlet
Trail with W. Portal Rd.)

Adams Falls (East Inlet
Trail head)

Lone Pine Lake (East Inlet
Trail head)

Lake Verna (East Inlet
Trail head)

From Wild Basin to
Calypso Cascades
Ouzel Falls
Bluebird Lake
Finch Lake
Pear Reservoir
Thunder Lake
Sandbeach Lake (from Copeland

From Horseshoe Park to
Lawn Lake
Crystal Lake
Ypsilon Lake
Deer Mountain (from Deer Ridge) . .

From Fern Lake Trail Jct. (Moraine Park) to
The Pool 3.2
6.4
8
Club Lake (from Moraine Park
4

From Longs Peak Campground to
Eugenia Mine 32
Chasm Lake 2
Longs Peak 13
Twin Sisters (from Colo. 7) 9.6

From Estes Park to
Gem Lake (from Devils Gulch Rd.) 32

From Phantom Valley Parking Area to
Lulu City site 5
La Poudre Pass 11
Thunder Pass 9.6

Safety Precautions

Hiking and climbing precautions. Accidents in the moun-

tains, even minor ones, may have serious or fatal conse-
quences. Severe storms come quickly, even in summer, with
attendant exposure to low temperatures, rain, snow, sleet,
and lightning. All hikers and climbers should observe the
following precautions:
Never climb alone. Register before and after the climb.
Avoid steep snowfields. Don’t over-extend your physical
ability. Start early. Avoid open high ridges and peaks
during lightning. Turn back in adverse weather. Move
cautiously on steep or rogky areas. Children should be
warned not to run downhill.

Pets are not allowed on trails or in areas not accessible
to automobiles. In areas where they are permitted, they
must be kept on a leash.

Vehicles are not allowed on trails or off the roads.

From Mountain Men To Naturalists
After the United States acquired the region through the

Louisiana Purchase, explorers, trappers (the famous
“mountainmen”), and adventurers passed near the park.

On October 15, 1859, Joel Estes and his son, Milton,
topped Park Hill and became the first known white men
to see the “park,” or open, forest-rimmed valley, that now
bears the Estes name. The next year Estes settled his
family in the grassy meadows here. By 1867, the Estes
family claim was acquired by Griff Evans, who later
transferred his rights to a British nobleman, the Earl of
Dunraven. The Earl kept out many enterprises that would
have seriously marred the matchless landscape and also
did much to bring the region to public attention.

In the early 1900’s, when the automobile began to prove
practical as a means of travel, many people urged con-
sideration of a plan to have the area set aside as a national
park. The major force behind the idea was one man—
Enos Mills, naturalist, writer, conservationist, and philoso-
pher. His years of hard work were rewarded when he
participated in the dedication ceremonies for Rocky Moun-
tain National Park on September 4, 1915.

Enos A. Mills (left) served as chairman at the dedication of
Rocky Mountain National Park in 1915. Mills, a nationally
known writer, lecturer, and naturalist, devoted much of his
life to the campaign for the park. With Mills were Rep.
Edward T. Taylor (third from left) and Colorado Gov. George
A. Carlson (right). Taylor, a skilled politician, shepherded the
park bill past its final congressional hurdles.

How To Reach Rocky Mountain
The nearest major rail, air, and busline terminals are at

Denver, 105 kilometers (65 miles) from Estes Park, and
at Cheyenne, Wyo., 146 kilometers (91 miles) distant.
Gray Line Tours makes connections with transcontinen-
tal airlines, railroads, and buslines at Denver. You can
obtain further information from this company at P.O. Box
1977, Denver, CO 80202, or by telephoning 303-825-8201.

Accommodations
There are no overnight accommodations under Govern-
ment supervision in the park. A few privately owned
accommodations are available.

For information about facilities adjacent to the park,
write to the chamber of commerce at either Estes Park,
CO 80517, or Grand Lake, CO 80447.

Forest Fire Management Program
BE CAREFUL WITH FIRE. Fires caused by man pre-

sent a major threat to the park’s vegetation. Lightning-
caused forest fires, however, are a natural and necessary
part of forest life. Areas subject to natural cycles of
burning and regrowth contain mixed stands of both young
and old trees. Rocky Mountain National Park was estab-
lished in part to preserve the beautiful mixed forest of
aspens, pines, spruce, and firs which characterize the area.
Lightning-caused forest fires are thus being allowed to
burn themselves out, providing they do not endanger human
life and property.

We’re Joining The Metric World
The National Park Service is introducing metric measure-

ments in its publications to help Americans become ac-
quainted with the metric system and to improve interpreta-
tion for park visitors from other nations.

Administration

Rocky Mountain National Park is administered by the
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. A
superintendent, whose address is Estes Park, CO 80517,
is in immediate charge.

As the Nation’s principal conservation agency, the De-
partment of the Interior has responsibility for most of our
nationally owned public lands and natural resources. This
includes fostering the wisest use of our land and water
resources, protecting our fish and wildlife, preserving the
environmental and cultural values of our national parks
and historical places, and providing for the enjoyment of
life through outdoor recreation. The Department assesses
our energy and mineral resources and works to assure that
their development is in the best interests of all our people.
The Department also has a major responsibility for Ameri-
can Indian reservation communities and for people who
live in Island Territories under U.S. administration.

National Park Service
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office
Washington, D.C. 20402 - Price 35 cents




-

s =
Qs Zimmerm akes

SR

e i \
,(\&_;_‘ & yoiu,
o, "l Y
A North Fork &
_Ranger Sta - .,
Lt
2 At Dickinson
3""118314. &

P

-airchild Mtn”
{18502
-

%}{Mtn 'ﬂ~
. : /A§ FJyLake -
- = % ’ — w N ‘Qcta eLakes}'
2o NN GEALPINE visFORG Vo ¢
s N LPie viaorg
Willow s 12454
BBy \ . Parf ‘l .
,.‘ & g B -

@ ¥ ZIundra Curves ¥
o 11951 C{"’fw4yup 1
* Slceberg OSED 1y MLy

vy, /4
s 7@ ‘Toll Memorial /er”

-

Y 1\ ¢
% "™\ DEER RIDGE JUN

Yy arg: b Degr. !
e, u: \ Moqaiﬁ, — ot

SAFETY IS EVERYBODY'S BUSINESS
SEE SAFETY MESSAGE ON OTHER SIDE

Historic Site
; , . , u - e
i look ' e = , ) \ w5 i
Scenic Over . e e & ’ " . _sprjgzt;féa ow . ; Lake™ Sheep Min, 4 -
paved Road . ——— ¥ X ! on? LB & ol . 9s3etly W T
i L b

Light-Duty Road
Dirt Road
Trail (Interpretive)

Environmental Study Area x
Granite Falls

Campground %

b ’ , L 8 § v R FY T acier Gorde Junctio
it v & - 4 » S : gt e 2 ayahay .’ Wlberta Fa/{:f
Launching Ramp ] l

Visitor Center

3281 1000
T i OHO
KILOMETERS FEET METERS

ALTITUDES ARE IN FEET, AND DISTANCES ARE IN MILES. = e 7
ONE FOOT IS 0.304801 METERS, 1 MILE IS 1.60935 KILOMETERS. : ’ B N1V 0
: 2 #2558 o : 3 M rmigan
. o,

= W th Lake -
- “. W *ﬂ Nanita
7 Y w

. Deite |
:3,.";» S:dow Mtn

0155
%

o \__ N
AN

(3 FALL RIVER ENTRANCE
e

TO GLEN HAVEN

TO WALDEN

Gcr

HIDDEN VALL

e : DEER RIDGE
<

Mai
of Pa?‘:z Curve JUNCTION

/
Y /Guich -

e
-

&

(S S S
Tesfee] s [a7fnslzo]ies
5] 208225241 25712741 29.01306 |
37 386402 ] 418435 57 [467
531154 71563157915956 161262
©]692]708]724] 74 [ 756772788
7|853fs69 885[901}91719331 95
8101|163 |104 6106 2[ 1078105 4| 111

70[1127] 6 Sj117.51118 11120 7§122.3]123 91126 5§127.1 s BEAVER MEADO

80128 7]130 4] 132 61135 21136 81138 4] 140 {141 8]1432

90 Taa 8140 o)1 g_gggmusz.s 154.5]156 11157 7]159.3 ENTRANCE

106160 TO CONVERT MILES TG KILOMETERS.
500

OT SULPHUR SPRINGS’'

READ ACROSS AND DOWN. FOR EXAMPLE, 13 MILES . ; o
— EQUALS 70 9 KILOMETERS 3 TO VISITOR CENTER , TO ALLENSPARK




