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ABSTRACT 

The National Park Service plans to remove the Old Stinnet Bridge 

on the Namekagon River on the St. Croix Scenic Riverway, in Section 35, 

T41N, R10W, Washburn County, Wisconsin. In 1977, Commonwealth and Asso

ciates reported a logging camp site, 14-164-1, in the area adjacent to 

the bridge. Therefore, the National Park Service requested an intensive 

archaeological survey of the area surrounding the bridge. 

In September of 1986, archaeologists from the Burnett County Histor

ical Society conducted this survey. Utilizing extensive literature search, 

informant interviews, pedestrian survey and shovel testing techniques, the 

area of the reported logging camp was investigated. 

While the literature available and the informants who were interviewed 

provided a great deal of information on activities in and near the project 

area, no evidence was found to substantiate the location of site No. 14-164-1 

Based on the information gained during this investigation, we recommend that 

the bridge removal project be allowed to proceed, providing all removal 

activities are confined to the existing roadways. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The National Park Service plans to remove the Old Stinnet Bridge on 

the Namekagon River at St. Croix Scenic Riverway (letter from Mark J. Lynott 

to Edgar S. Oerichbauer). An archaeological site referred to as the Stinnet 

Logging Camp (14-164-1) had been reported by Commonwealth and Associates to 

be located west of the Old Stinnet Bridge in Section 35, T41N, R10W (Fitting 

et. al. 1977:49 - 51) (Figure 1). Therefore the National Park Service 

Midwest Archaeological Center, Lincoln, Nebraska, requested an intensive 

archaeological survey of the Old Stinnet Bridge area. 

On September 19-21, Burnett County Historical Society archaeologists 

conducted interviews and an archaeological survey of the Old Stinnet Bridge 

area, Washburn County, Wisconsin (Figure 2). This report describes the 

methods and findings of research and survey conducted under purchase order 

PX-6115-6-0187 and makes recommendations regarding the Old Stinnet Bridge 

area. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND RESEARCH 

Fitting (1977:49) reported the Stinnet Logging Camp and Dam site, 

No. 14-164-1. The Commonwealth and Associates crew apparently found no 

physical evidence of a logging camp, but reported it on the strength of an 

interview with Mrs. Virginia Buckman, then a resident on the suspected log

ging camp site. Fitting states, 

This is the site of the former Stinnet Logging Camp and 
Dam site on the Chicago-St. Paul Minneapolis and Omaha 
Railroad in 1901. McClure's map of 1879 shows a dam lo
cated here, Hanscom Dam, probably built by the St. Croix 
Dam and Boom Company after 1870. The 1881 Atlas shows 
the town of Stewart located in T41N, R10W, Section 35 on 
the railroad line. Stewart and Barker were partners in 
the St. Croix Dam and Boom Company after 1872 (1977:49). 

Many of the documents referred to in the above quote are not included in the 
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FIGURE 1 : NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MAP OF PROJECT AREA 
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