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For more information, please call:

The National Park Service
St. Croix National Scenic Riverway
St. Croix Falls, Wisconsin
(715) 483-3284

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Twin Cities, Minnesota
(612) 296-2835

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Eau Claire, Wisconsin
(715) 839-3747

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Twin Cities, Minnesota
(612) 725-3548
or

T.D.D. (612) 725-3131

MN-WI Boundary Area Commission
Hudson, Wisconsin
from Minnesota (612) 436-7131
from Wisconsin (715) 386-9444

Minnesota Sea Grant
Zebra Mussel Information Line
Twin Cities. MN
(612) 625-9288
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Zebra Mussels

at a Glance

What are they?
Zebra mussels are a small, two-shelled clam that grows
to two inches long. Light and dark bands give the D-
shaped shell a zebra-like appearance. They produce a
tuft of fibers known as byssal threads which allow them
to attach to hard surfaces.

Where did they come from?
Zebra mussels originated in western Russia in the area
of the Caspian Sea. Canals allowed the mussels to
gradually spread through Europe. While native birds, fish
and pollution have limited their effect, Europeans have
not found a way to get rid of them. Zebra mussels are
believed to have entered United States waters when
discharged into Lake St. Clair from the ballast water of a
transoceanic ship. They then spread through the Great
Lakes and down the Illinois canal to the Mississippi.
Barges have been one of the major carriers of the zebra
mussels.

Why are they a problem?
A mature female mussel produces more than 30,000
eggs each year. The young mussels (vellgers) drift with
the current for three to four weeks, then attach to a hard
surface. When zebra mussels concentrate, they can clog
water intake valves and engine outdrives causing
expensive shut downs, repairs and replacements of
treatment systems. They can also cause damage to
docks, breakwaters, and boats. Zebra mussels consume
significant amounts of phytoplankton, the base of the
food chain, drastically reducing the food available for
native mussels and fish. They have killed many native
mussel species. The St. Croix River is home to two
endangered species of mussels, as well as 40 other
native mussel species.

So far, these exotic mussels have cost utility companies
and recreationists millions of dollars. Future costs are
expected to be high.

What are we doing?
Zebra mussels are present in all the Great Lakes,
Mississippi River downstream of Minneapolis and the
lower Minnesota River. So far we have no evidence that
zebra mussels are in the St. Croix River. As the veligers
cannot float up river, there is little chance that they can
get above the Kinnickinnic Narrows without human
assistance. To protect the St. Croix River, we are
restricting boat traffic to prevent their introduction. Boats
that have been below the Kinnickinnic Narrows or in
other infested waters will not be allowed above the
Arcola Sandbar. National Park Service Law Enforcement
Rangers aboard a floating ranger station will be
anchored at the Arcola Sandbar. In addition, we are




