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"A wilderness of unreality” is the Like people in a crowd, the aiant cacti
dense leafless forest of massive colume are all similar, yet no two exactly alike.
nar c<r<':ti whi<':h covers the undulating Grotesque rather than beautiful,there is
<l<~sort, l7 miles east of the historic old a weird feeling of friendliness in each
city ol Tucson. Limited in its range to massive, awkward hulk. The imagina-
northwestern l\/lexico and southern tive person may find in many of them a
Arizona, this amazing desert giant, the stranae resemblance to the figures of
satiuaro, reaches its maximum size and humans and animals, punctuation
densest stand at the foot of the Tanque marks, and other familiar objects.
Verde lvlountains. ln a rnaiestic settina
of arl»orcal rieazert, frowned upon by the
scarred and furrowed slopes of three Spectclclllm Qt C1113’ 5993011» th@11'1@T111"

mOhhi<hh Igntigsl {hp famous cactus ment is especially beautiful during April
}‘OI-(BS1 Sorng U kjtj;/lgrfg hit Of Qhoihgr when the desert is carpeted with a multi»
Wmid [X(JIl_§pl(n1[(_}d {Q this Sph@f@_ colored assortinont of epherncral wild~

‘~4-

fX\ It-fl if

flowers. And l\/lay l»rinas blossoms of
"Desert Giants" many \"<_tItt,l1<?:3 of smaller cacti dwarfed

by the tt,~,~.'i=riii~i fluted columns of the
saauaros, tlioniselves crowned with
Ql€’C1l1lll'i~j tiaras of crearnyrwhite blooms
which later turn to brilliant scarlet, edi»
ble fruits.

Giant Cactus Rcrre in United States
The aiant saauaro (sulrwah-roe) is

found only in the southern and south~
western portions of the State. lt:,; real
liriino is I]<'JIll1W(*t§l(‘,II1 Mexico, where it
has ada1,»tv~d itself to meet the difficult
r‘eauireni<'>iit:; oi a parchinq atmosphere
and iI1<)Itllt alter month of rainless heat.
This cltinatir: l~<>lt, known as the Lower
Sonoran Lifo Zone, extends north across

.‘ the international boundary line. llere
' sotitliorii /\rizona and one or two

, is<)lLIl<‘d spots in southeastern California
‘ 4 where soil and slope are suitable the

at § *~ "Q J‘ arotesquo forms of the huae cacti stipiiile
. ¥9',’5’T the desert.
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Its Bulky Trunk a water stem. When the rains come, water is
Storage "Tank" absorbed, and the stem, like an extend-

. . 'n acc rdion, swells to assume a
The Saguaro ls the product of Severe ls\/(jollen (putt form Followina seasons. . . , _ . r Qand conditions where the plants have ° . Y . . .

L of excessive precipitation, such as the.>eeii torced to develop water storage
~ . . _‘ winter ot l94U~/ll, occasional saquarosoriiaiis and reauce to a minimum the .

loss ot moisture troin their bodies. This mfly lake up so mm h Wmm Us to spilt
tltr> :;a\;uaro has done by the ingenious Open"
f>R>(‘<_‘:ClLlI@ ot doing away with leaves
and transterrina their duties to the touqh HQW Old 15 Q sag“°7°?
gireen skin. The heavy qrowth ot spines, Careful studies indicate that ZOO years
},fg;lQ'\jllI'1<_j the plgnt frgni Qnimqlg which lS }1rOl>(1l1ly (,1 1!1GXl1it1lI11. During llS
would eat it tor its moisture, also serves //Chitdl'1OOd/I <1 $~@<J1l<1fO QYOWS VQFY
to shade the outer skin and aid it in re~ Slowly. a 3t’1.y{__,m,,‘,i<;i plant b<“iI1<J NOT
(_lU(_‘l]1L:J$1_1Cl'1 wgtg-r 1955 by @vQ1pQrQ1tj@n_ more thCIIi it or 4 teet tall. After tl1CIt,

qrowth is more rapid and a 75—year~old
The Stem of the giant cactus is cOm_ saplinry may be lb or Z0 feet in height.

posed of Q Skeleton of 12 to 3O Slender About this time the tree begins to de~
Wmicql ribs Supporting Q mass of velop branches. Few saquaros have
sponay tissues, been recorded more than SO teet in

heiaht.
Followinq extended rains, the wide-

spread root system draws up immense It Pr?V‘des F°°d and
quantities ot water which are absorbed L°dgmg i°r Animals
by lh@ $I_)@nq@»lil<(} pulp_ A mqtufe pldnll Fruits ot the saquaro, which mature
weighing trorn 6 to lU tons, may take in midsummer, split open, revealing the
up as much as a ton of water tollowinq bfiqllt 19d pulp lled With <]liSt9I1i1'1q
<1 ggiqlqing min, During extended dry black seeds and are often mistaken tor
spells, the sgguaro qrgdu .lly uses its flowers. Tl1O bl0SSOtI1S, however, GT6
stored wqlgy, Shrinking in girth and creamy-white and appear in clusters at
weight and developing a wrinkled Up— the extremities ot the branches in May
p<><1raiice due to drawing toqether of Clnd @CIIlY lUT1@. It iS the otticial State
the vertical ridges or "pleats" in the HOWOT Of Arizona.

Saguaro Blossoms



In early dqy5,P1mq Qnd Pqpqgg In- tiny elf owl or the desert sparrow
dians derived much of their subsistence hGWl<- SQVQTCI1 Species» Of lfqer birds,
from the fruits, consuming some of them including the red-tailed hawk and the
fresh, and storing quantities in the form great horned owl, build bulky nests in
of pressed, dried cakes, or as syrup re- the forks provided by the branches.
suiting from the boiled iuice. An intoxi-
cating beverage was, and still is, made Desert Plants and Animals
from the fermented juice of fresh saguaro Offer Much of Interest
fruits, which are sometimes called Allhollllll lhe Cclclll especlally lhe
pnahayas great saguaros, are tho most prominent

vegetative feature of the landscape,
The T199 fYU1|l5_QT9 @CI<_3eTlY ecilen C1130 there are numerous other forms of life

bY $@V@rC1l VCIr1e't1€S Ofblrdst Dilfliculmly which provide color and atmosphere.
the Wh_h9'Wlh‘J9d do‘/9/ QY1 important ln April and May the desert washes are
qchhg hlrd Olrlhe SOlhhWe$l~ some small yellow with (_]Old@fl masses of bloom of
Ihahhhlsi Such <15 Chipmunks Qhd the Palo Verde and mesquite (mess-
<JFO1»1T1d sqlllrfelsi We Qble (O Scale The keet') trees, while hillsides flame with
5I3lY1@d QTITIQY Of Th9 Slems» Qnd T951511 the brilliant red flowervtipped wands of
the hhhs Qt the exlrehhhes Qf the the OCi)llllO (oh-ko'tee'yo). Among the
hh1hche5- cacti, several varieties of cholla (cho'ya),

prickly pear, and l»isna<.;a,- or barrel cao
The Gilded Flicker, Whose range is tus, furnish strikingly spectacular evi~

pmcllcally jdenllcql with lhql of the dence of natures ability to develop
Saguaro’ and lhe Gila (Hee_lQ) WOOd_ plant forms to meet the requirements of

pecker drill their nests (holes) in the Q dlhlchh Chlhcha
fleshy stems of the saguaros. Sap ooz-
lrlg from the tissues forms a hard Visitors to the cactus forest will see
varnished lining for the deep pocket in many varieties of desert birds. Present,
the bottom of which the eggs are laid. although rarely seen, are mule deer,
After being used and abandoned by peccarios (wild hogs), coyotes, badgers,
their owners, these nest pockets are ap~ ground squirrels, four varieties of rabw

propriated by other birds such as the bits, two species of foxes, and others.

Silver Chollu
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There is much in the monument to Visitor Service and Facilities
interest the geologist, as well as the per- No water, qqsgline, food, lodging, or
SOI1 with C1 flare {OT hi$iOYY- C1056 YO other facilities are available in the
the fC1mOU$ Old Ciiil Of TUCSOTI, 11115 monument.Apicnic ground is provided
reqion was the center of Spanish and (see map) but Camping is not permitted.
Mexican activity in the early days. lt The monument is only l7 miles from
was also the scene oi American pioneer Tucson, a modern city with every type
and settler wariare with the fierce oi accommodation.
Apache Indian raiders.

Cactus Forest oi National Importance
Devebpmem °i Area Not Yel Because it is the climax oi a desert
C°mP19le type oi plant life not found elsewhere in

Although the scenic loop road through our country, the cactus forest was pre—

the monument (see map on back oi this served as Saguaro National l\/lonunient
leailet) is perfectly sate, it is by no by Presidential proclamation on March
means a graded or paved highway. l, i933. This area, totaling 53,669 acres
There are several short but steep hills, is under the administration oi the l\la—

and iOll0Wi1'1q storms, the suriace may tional Park Service, a bureau of the
be rough in places. Visitors should take Department oi the lnterior. The local
this into consideration and drive with custodian maintains headquarters at
reasonable caution. Since fast drivinv; the entrance to the monument and is
makes impossible a thorough enjoyment usually available to provide informa-
oi the numerous varieties oi plant and tional service without charge. All cont»
animal lite to be seen along the road~ munications should be addressed to the
side, the slower rate oi travel imposed Custodian, Saguaro National l\/ionu--
is a boon rather than a handicap. ment, Route 2, Box 544, Tucson, Ariz.

Suquclro in Bloom
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