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/l zveird forest of uted cacti lowering
over [Hit/Efgr/)ll'l/J of typical Sorzoran Desert

vegetat/'rn1, amid sjletlaclzlar snrrourldings
dom1'z1a!ez/ by three nzass/z'e momztain ranges.e ll

9" \‘</ILDERNESS or UNRI<IAI.lTY’ is the dense

leafless forest of massive columnar cacti

which eovers the undulating desert, 17 miles
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east of the historic city or Tucson. Limited
in its range to northwestern Mexico and

southern Arizona, this amazing desert giant,
the saguaro, reaches its maximum size and

Mountains. In a majestic setting of arboreal
desert, frowned upon by the scarred and fur-
rowed slopes of three mountain ranges, the
famous (Iactus Forest seems a bizarre bit of‘

another world transplanted to this sphere.

Like people in a crowd, the giant cacti are all

similar. yet no two exactly alike. Grotesque I‘ ’"-1' 44"“
rather than l:>e;1t1til’ul, there is a weird feeling of
lrientlliness in each massive, awkward hulk. The

imagqinative person may iind in many of them
a strange resemblance to the figures of humans

and animals, punctuation marks, and other
familiar objects.
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especially beautiful during April when the
‘I1 ‘ , 1~_1.d. K '3 llttstit is tarpettt with a mu tieo oie .1ssort- ,_h 3 i.
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densest stand at the foot of the Tanque Verde I
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cacti dwarfed by the towering fluted columns of the saguaros themselves,

crowned with gleaming tiaras of creamy white blooms which later turn
to brilliant scarlet, edible fruits.

GIANT CA(f'1'l'S RARE IN l/NI'l'I:'I) S'IA'1'I:'S

l The giant saguaro is found only in the southern and southwestern
portions of the State. Its real home is northwestern Mexico, where it
has adapted itself to meet the difficult requirements of a patching
atmosphere and month after month of rainless heat. This climatic belt,

, known as the Lower Sonoran Life Zone, extends north across the inter-

_, l Silver C/mlla.

national boundary line. Here in southern Arizona and one or two

isolated spots in southeastern California where soil and slope are suitable

the grotesque forms of the huge cacti stipple the desert.

ITS BL/LKY 'I'RUNI\' A W/l'I‘I:'R STORAGE ”'1AN1\"'

The saguaro is the product of severe arid conditions where the plants

have been forced to develop water storage organs and reduce to a mini-
mum the loss of moisture from their bodies. This the saguaro has done

by doing away with leaves and transferring their duties to the tough

green skin. The heavy growth of spines, protecting the plant from
animals which would eat it for its moisture, also serves to shade the

outer skin and aid it in reducing such water loss by evaporation.

The stem of the giant cactus is composed of a skeleton of 12 to 50

slender vertical ribs supporting a mass ofspongy tissues.

"Desert Giants. "
Center:
Blossams. Right
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l‘ollowing soaking rains, the widespread root IT PRO VIl)I:'S l‘l()()l) /IN!) l.()l)GING
system draws up immense quantities otiwatei" FOR /INIMALS
which are absorbed by the spongelike pulp. A
nmm“. Plum’ Wcighing from 6 to 10 mm‘ may l‘I'Lll[S of the saguaro, which mature in mid-

take up as much as :1 ton ofiwater following :1 ~*umm¢"~ “Pl” “l“'"- rcvcllllllg [ht lmgl“ ltd
rain. During extended dry spells, the saguaro Pulp llcd WM‘ .¥3ll~‘t°nln$1 l’l“(l" 5“"l5~1““l “C
grluluylllx. us“ its Smrcd WMCR Shrinking in often mistaken for llowers. The blossoms, how-
ginh md wcight and dcvcloping 3 wrinkled ever, are creamy white and appear in clusters at

zmpmmmc duc to drawing mgcthcr of thc \,cr_ the extremities ofthe branches in May and early

tit-H1 ,idg¢$_ or "P1¢;m,** in thc 5-tCm_ \§</hm [ht June. lt is the otficial State {lower of Arizona.

rains come, water is absorbed, and the stem. In C*"ll' ‘l'~‘§'~*~ Plmll “ml P11l’1'2%" lmllilm dc"
“kc an cxtcnding H(COrdiOn_ swells to assumk. rived much of their subsistence from the fruits,
R Swollcn‘ Puffv {O1-m_ Following 55350,“ of consuming some of them fresh, and storing

excessive precipitation, such as the winter of iluilmltlm‘ in Yh‘ li°1‘m °li}’Y¢'$$¢‘d~ llfil C11l<@5_

19/|()_/i1_ ()(_-C;1_,»j<m;1] 5;lguarO5 may t-(‘kc up 50 or as syrup resulting from the boiled juice. An
mud} Water as msp1itOPCn_ intoxicating beverage was, and still is, made

from the fermented juice of fresh saguaro Fruits,
H()W/ OLD IS A 5/{GUARD-9 which are sometimes called pitahayas.

(:;lfQ1l gtudig-5 indiggtc that ZQQ yams is The ripe fruits are eagerly eaten also by several

pml-mblyi ;1 maximum‘ During its "¢}1i1d}m()d” varieties of birds, particularly the white-wingecl

3 §;{gu;11'() grgwg very Slowly, 3 §()_y¢;1r.Q1d plant dove, an important game bird otithe Southwest.

being not n1()rQ than 5 01- 4 fggt m1]_ Aftcr time Some small mammals, such as chipmunks and

growth ig more rapid and ;175_y¢;1r.Q1d Supling ground squii'i‘els, are able to scale the spined
may be 15 or 20 feet in heiglit. About this time armor of the stems and reach the lruits at

the tree begins to develop branches. Few cxtrcmiticsofflic bmnclics.

the

saéluaros have been recorded more than 50 feet The Gilded Flicker. “’l1<>$¢’ mllllc is l‘mmC3ll.l'
in heiglit. identical with that ()i>(l1(‘ saguaro_ and the Gila
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woodpecker drill holes for nests in the flesh

barrel cactus, furnish strikingly spectacular
evidence of natures ability to develop plant

5; ' .

l

i forms to meet the recluirements ofi a difzcult
' climate.

i' ‘ Visitors to the cactus forest will see many
, varieties of desert birds. Present also, although

‘ '» M7.‘ ; i -V rarely seen, are mule deer, peccaries (wild liogs),
,7{\ ' coyotes, badgers, ground squirrels, four varie-\ 75 ties of rabbits‘ two species ofi foxes, and others.

"5 iv V‘ There is much in the monument to interest
~ \: i qr-~ g‘ the geologist, as well as the person with a flair

, .

» for history. Close to the famous old city of
Tuscon this region was the center ()f'iSP;lI1iSl1

, A‘ and l\Iexican activity in the early days. It was
i- ti-t ,‘ also the scene of‘ American pioneer and settler

“ J -Q‘ wai'fm'e with the fierce Apache Indian raiders.
i ,i\ l 0 , 4!

A ' DFVFI OPMI"N'l‘ 011 /[RH/I
J r r‘iii’; N()I' Ylfl’ (§()MPl.l:"l'I:'

Saguaro in B100,” Although the scenic loop road in the monu’
ment (see map on back of this leaflet) is per~

Y fectly safe, it is bv no means a graded or paved
Sicms Oi‘ iiiii Siiguiiiosi Siili oozing from iim liighway, There ;ii~t- sevi ial short but sleep hills‘,
ii‘-“ics iiiini“ ii iiimi “‘i'iii5iiCii iiiiiiig ii” iii“ .iiitl,follo\viii_g storms, the sui'facema\‘be rough
ii“? liiickci iii iii“ biiimm ‘ii Whiiih ill“ eggs in places. Visitors should take this into consid-
iiic iiiiiir Aiici being “Sui and abiindoncii by etation and drive with caution. Since fast driv-
iiicii°“'iici5~ iiicsc iicisi Pockcis ‘iic *iPPi°Piiiiic(i ing makes impossible a thorough enjoyment
bl’ iliiiiii biiiis sud‘ ‘is iiic iiiiy Cii Owi Oi iiic of‘ the numerous varieties ofiplant and animal
iicscii *Piiiii’“' ii3Wk- Scvciiii 5PCCi€5 of iiiigcii life to be seen along the roadside, the slower
biiii~*~ iiiiiiiiiiiig iii“ iciimiiicii iiiiwk and iiic rate ofitravel imposed is a boon rather than a

great horned owl, build bulky nests in the forks . ~_

provided by the branches.
h indicap.

VISITOR SI:‘RVI(]E AN!) I’ACII.I'I‘II:'S
DESERT PLANTS AND ANIMALS

OIJFER MUCH ()I<' l[\"1'ERE§‘T No water, gasoline, food, lodging. or other
facilities are available in the monument. A

Aiiiioiigh ihc C“(ii~ @5PcCi"iii)' iiic Sic?“ picnic ground is provided but caniping is not
5ii§—’»'uiiiO5- iiic iii“ mi)“ Pmmincni vcgiiiiiiivc permitted. The monument is only 15 miles from
iciiiuic ‘ii iiic i‘iii‘i$C‘*PC~ ihcic iii‘? iiiimcmiis Tucson, where every type of‘accommodation can
other forms of life which provide color and ix. ObminCd_ i i

atmosphere. In April and May the desert Washes

are yellow with golden masses of bloom of the CA (A-'11/§ ’:()R13-_g'1'

Palo Verde and mesquite trees, while hillsides OF NA'1‘I()N/H4 !Mp0R'l‘/INCH
flame with the brilliant red flower-tipped wands
of fhg ()(()[i]]()_ Am()ng [hc (§{C[i’ 5Q-vgfql v;]fi(j_ BCCZIUSC l[ flit (lllT1;lX Oi‘ 21 (lCSL‘l‘[ [yP(‘ Of
ties of‘ cholla, prickly pear, and bisnaga, or plant life not found elsewhere in our country,



thc utttus lot-c~1t was sct asiclc at Sziguairo N21» tcntlcnt YI11lll1[1ll.\' l1c:1tl<|u:1rtc1's;1t thc cntnmcc

ti<>n.tl M/>numcnt by Prcsidcntial proclamation to thc monument and is usually avziilahlc to pro-

on March 1, 1955. This art-11. totaling 53_(>(v9;1crcs vidc int0rm;1tion;1l scrvicc without clmrgc. All
of lk-tlci':1l lzmtls is under the ;1dministr;1tion of (<>mmunic;tti<»n' should be ;1<l<lrcssc<l to thc

the National Park Service of thc United States supcrintcn<lmt_ Sziguum National l\Ionumcnt_

Dcp;irin1t-nt of the Interior. The local supcrin- Routc 8, Box 320, Tucson, Ariz.
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