SHENANDOAH NATIONAL PARK FACT SHEAT

ASTABLT SHMiZNT ¢

Tha Congressional Act providing for the establishment of Shenandoah National
Park was approved May 22, 1926; however, actual establishment did not follow
until December 26, 1935.

Formal dedication was held on July 3, 1936, with President Franklin Delano
oosevalt making the dedicatory address.

GANARAL DwSCRIPTION:

Following the crest of the Bluec Ridge Mountains is onz of the most beautiful
end historic regions of the Southeast, Shenandoah (an Indian name reputedly
meaning "Daughter of tho Stars") is an clongated park approximatcly 75 air
nilcs in length from Front Royal to Waynesboroy; and generally from 1 to 13
miles in width., It contains approximatcly 303 square miles, Spur ridges
branch out from the mountain crest and blend into the rolling land of the
Shenandoah Valley on the west and wooded hills, orchards, and fields of the
Picdmont Velley on tho east. Between these ridges are desp hollows, wells
timbered and drain~d by streams.

GuOLOGY s

hLccording to gcologists, the Blue Ridge represconts more than a billion years
of Zarth's history which gave Naeture time to smooth craggy peaks into gentle
slopes that on a clear day seem never to cnd as they stretch into the distance
in a cloak of blue haze from which we derive the "blue” in Bluc Ridge, The
granitc rocks of 01d Rag Mountain and the granodioritss of Marys Rock are in
the billion-ycar-old class. About one-half billion ycars ago, volcanic out-
pourings took placc through long fissurecs or cracks in the darth's surface,
dhile impressive to see the mountains of thc Blue Ridge arc not high according
to Western standards, the highest peak, Hawksbill, being 4,049 feet,

SKYLINE DRIViis

The chiaf man-made feature of the Park is the famous Skyline Drive, which
winds for 105 miles along thae crest of the Bluc Ridge throughout the length
of thec Park. There arce 75 overlooks elong the Drive, and visitors are on-
couraged to make good usc of them, for it is only from the overlooks that
thoy can rcally approciate the rich valloys and mountain slopes through well-
chosan vistas,

Thz Skyline Drive was constructed in soctions as funds were available, The
Central Section was opened to the public Septomber 15, 1934; the North, on
Octobar 1, 1936; and the South, on August 29, 1939. Construction costs totaled
$45572,184. Moxinun grade on the Drive is 7%, It recaches its highest point

at 3,680 feot at the north entrance to Skyland at Mile 41.7 (nileposts are
installed along the entire length of the Drive), and the lowest point is 600
feot near the north entrance ct Froat Noyel, Virginie,

Whils traveling clong the Drivz by car is by far the most popular way to sec
the Fark, visitors ers oncouraged to park thoir cars and oxplorc some of the
nore intimate featurecs alcong 200 miles of foot trails, including a 95-milec
scction of the Appalachian Trail.



FLORA:

Lpproximately 95% of the Park is forested, with some 80 specics of trces and
again that many shrubs, vincs, and woody plants., Of particular interecst and
beauty are the whitec ocks, dogwood, hcrlock, and the ghosts of the blight-
killed chestauts.

dhils Shenandozh is an all-ycar Park (excopt during brief periods following
sovaerz ice or snow storms); those who choosc early spring will conjoy the
beauty of the dogwood and rodbud, followed in May by messes of pink azalea
and the white pendant blossoms of black locust. In June the pink and white
nountain laurel announce the beginning of sumnor, Autumn brings a blaze of
color as the treces begin tc change their foli.ge from summer green to a patch-
work of red, y=llow, orgnge, and brown,

ILOLI filg

Thore ere ebout 40 varictics of mammals in the Park, the nost common being
rabbits, squirrels, chipriunks, groundhogs, foxzs, raccoons, opossums, bobcats,
and skunks, with deer and black bear proscnt., Morc than 200 species of birds
have beon obsorved, end at least half of that number ars considered to bo
rosident. Therc are e number of kinds of roptiles, including the rattlesnake
end copperhcad which arc poisoriousi

VISITOR FACILITIZS:

Svery visitor to any Hational Park should inquire ebout Visitor Centers, By
neans of exhibits and orientation programs, those centers acquaint visitors
with the najor Perk festures and suggest what to sec and do. Shenandoch's
oldest Visitor Centor is at Dickey Ridge, 4.6 niles scuth of the Front Royal
entrance to the Park, It stresses geologic forces., Thc Byrd Visitor Center
at Big Meadows is ncer Mile 51.2, This Center, named cs e nenorial to the
lete Harry F. Byrd, Sr., was dedicated Junc 10, 1967, As Governor of Virginia
and lateor United Statos Senator, Mr, Byrd originatcd and sponsorsd much of the
Statz and Federal lcgislation that made the crcation of Shenandoah a reality,

The interior of the Byrd Visitor Center includcs a spacious reccption lobby
with a view of the Big Mecadows, infornation desk, and basemcnt library and
workrooms. The 277-scat auditoriun has automatic projection cquipment for
illustrated programs to introduce visitors to Park features; and the museun
scction contains 20 exhibits displeying ertifacts and relics of Indians and
picneers of the Shenandoah region,

Generous residents of Virginia and necarby states contributed many artifacts
end relics needed to complete some of the exhibits, The exhibit theme is
"The Man and the Mountain,” that is, the influcnce of the nountains on nan
end man's influence on the nountains,

VISITOR ACTIVITIES:

Fron nid=June until Lebor Doy, Ranger-Neturelists conduct a schedule of deily
hikes and nightly canpfire programs., Ask any Perk enployec for a Visitor
Activities Progran if you want to participate in cny of these froe Park
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Service sponsored events. Trips will be held, rain or shine, if at least ten
people attend., Be sure to wear comfortable hiking shoes, In the spring and
in the fgll, a Park Naturalist gives illustrated talks at the Byrd Visitor
Center at Big Meadows.

For the do-it-yourself visitor, ths sclf-guiding nature trails ers popular,
One naturc trail from Skylend leads te the 4,010-foot sunit of Stony Man
Mountain. The Swarmp Nature Treil, in the Big Meadows arca, winds through a
varicty of habitats; whilc the trail to Dark Hollow fells is the most popular
with those in good physical condition. Self-guiding trails erc elso near the
canpgrounds at Matthews Arm in the North District and ot Loft Mountain in the
South bDistrict.

PUBLICATIONS ON THi PARK:

The Shenandoah Natural History association of Luray, Virginia, sponsors the
sale of maps, slidass, and colored pictures - also guides end publications on
the naturel history of the Park. Thesc arc sold at the Dickey Ridge and Byrd
Visitor Centers, Park Headquarters, or by mail from the Associations 4l1
profits arec used to assist the Park's expanding and active interpretive programy

CONC#SSIONERS:

Concessioner-operated facilities include overnight accommodations, restaurants,
canper supplies, gift shops, rontal horscs, and gasoline filling stations{ The
nain Park concessionsr is the Virginia Sky-Line Company, Inc., of Richmond and
Luray, Virginia. The Fotonac iLppalechian Treil Club of Washington, D. G,, has
a concession permit for rental of five closed trail-side sheltors, In addition
therz arc 21 open shelters, including the four Byrd's Nests which were con-
structed fron funds doneted by the late U, S. Senator Harry F, Byrd, Sr,

CAMPING:

Cenping is linmited to 14 days betweon the period of Junc 1 through October 31,
There arc no utility connections for trailers, but sswagc disposal stations
for trailers holding tanks arec located at Big Meadows, Loft Mountain, and
Matthews Arn,

Carmpers should take note of the fact that bear often visit campgrounds in
scarch of food. Keep all food locked in trunk of car (including ice chests)
when not in use.

FISHING:

411 Park waters arc open for trout fishing only from noon the first Saturday
in 4pril to October 15. Only ertificial lures with a single hook may be uscd
oxcept the "Fish for Fun" Rapidan and Staunton Rivers whers only artificial
lurzs with single barblcss hooks arc permitted,

PETS:
Permitted in Park only when on lcash or otherwise under physical restrictive
control.




SPEED LIMIT:
Park speed 1limit is 35 miles per hour unless otherwise posted.

FAESe
knnuel - $7.00 Golden Zagle Passport will adnit purchaser and all persons accon-
penying him in a private noncommercial vehicle April 1, 1968 - March 31, 1969,

Deily - $1.00 per vehicle (private, noncommercial vehicle includes driver and
all occupants therein).

Daily - $0.50 per person (other than private, noncommercial vehicle),
(Daily permits good only in Shenandcah Naticnal Park,)

411 persons under 16 years of age exempt from fec paynent. No additional charge
is mad2 for camping or picnicking.

VISITATION:

While the swwmer months are those of highest visitation, October consistently
brings record crowds because of the fall color, Highest travel month on record
wes July of 1965 with 438,600 visits. Highest weckend on record was October 12
and 13, 1963, with 80,843 visits.

This fact sheet is intended to present highlights only, For further informa=
tion consult the official Park folder or write the Superintendent, Shenandoah
Nationel Park, Luray, Virginia 22835,



