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Context;
RM-130, the Big Run Quarry Site, was located and sampled by a two s^age 
process of intensive survey and testing in the la.te Spring and Summer of 
1978 in the Southern Areal Transect sampling zone (Foss 1979: 82-85) as 
part of our study of the cultural resources of the Shenandoah National 
Park funded through the Mid-Atlantic Region of the NFS. The two.stage 
survey process involved an initial "walk through" inspection followed by 
shovel transects and the excavation of test squares at selected, representa 
tive sites.

debitage typical of a quarry site. RM-130 is clearly the largest and most 
intensively used prehistoric quarry located within the Park borders and 
contrasts to other sites which were used incidentally as quarries (eg., 
AU-167, AU-158) in the sheer amount of debris present.

Because the tested area of RM-130 produced few chronologically diagnostic 
artifacts, it is likely that the Middle-Late Archaic date assigned it re 
presents only a part of the entire range of prehistoric use. Diagnostic 
points found at RM-130 include a small, milky quartz specimen tentatively 
identified as a LeCroy point dating to Early to early Middle Archaic (ca. 
5500-5000 B.C.) and a basal fragment of a quartzite biface resembling a 
Savannah River point of Late Archaic vintage (ca. 2500 - 1000 B.C.).

Archaeological Investigations  '
After initial location by a walk through survey in w-ich no artifacts were 
collected, RM-130 was designated for intensive, sub-surface sampling. Ac 
cordingly, a series of shovel transects spaced 5 m. apart were driven 
through the center of the site perpendicular to one another (see map) and 
a single one meter test square excavated in an area of maximum artifact 
frequency.

AT RM-13Q the soils in the test squ .re were sandy from the surface to the 
depth of 40 cm. where excavation was stopped. Surprisingly, there was 
little coiluvium and most rocks unearthed were artifacts. Because such 
Large amounts of cultural material were found, it has be n possible to 
analyze only a small sample to date. For example, LRV.,'! A (0-10 cm.) of
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RM-130 is the only major and exclusive quarry site located in the Shenan- 
doah National Park and was probably used by large numbers of Archaic peoples 
in the Shenandoah Valley for millennia. It represents an important type 
of economic activity and has produced such spectacular evidence of artifact 
density as to suggest it was a major manufacturing center for a large ter 
ritory. Given the number of technological studies now underway at pre 
historic sites throughout Virginia (most notably the work of Errett 
Callahan, personal communication) RM-130 acquires importance as a site 
where numerous hypotheses relating to prehistoric tool production can be 
tested against primary archaeological data. Although datable artifacts are 
not common, they occur in sufficient numbers to provide a chronological 
framework, while additional excavations would undoubtedly sharpen our 
control over dating of this crucial site.

would allow inter- as wexj. as intra-site studies to be conducted within 
a functionally and regionally controlled context.

As an example of primary information on the prehistoric "industrial" 
exploitation of the Blue Ridge, RM 130 occupies a unique place in the 
culture history of the region and is of special importance to the interpre 
tation of prehistoric economy. Its early date places it at one end of a 
spectrum of industrial exploitation that can be documented in the Blue Ridge 
into the 19th century when an attempt to establish a major iron mining 
and smelting industry collapsed under the witght of northern competition. 
From an interpretive point of view, we might profitably compare the 
RM-130 quarry to the Miller Iron Works of early to mid-19th century vintage 
and, in each case, inquire into the byproducts, both positive and negative, 
of the use of the Blue Ridge before the establishment of the Shenandoah 
National Po rk.
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Archaeological Investigations:

the test square produced a total of 3,469 artifacts, yielding a density of 
30,000 artifacts per cubic meter! Although this density dropped with depth 
even the 30-40 cm. level produced an artifact density of over 1,OOG per 
cubic meter. Over 99.5% of the material was local Erwin Quartzite, with 
broken and occasionally restorable tool blanks constituting, as expected, 
the most common bifacial tool category.

The high artifact density and frequency of debitage and the ready availabil 
of limitless supplies of quartzite from adjacent talus slopes, show RM-130 
to be primarily a quarry or manufacturing site. The lithic evidence furthe 
suggests primary artifact thinning was done on the spot. Edge sharpening 
flakes were rare and the lack of completed tools indicates that tool 
blanks, rather than nnmnlef.eH bj^Caxias^ were the major product of the site.

Intrusions and Data Limitationss
There has been little human disturbance of RM-13Q in historic times.
It is doubtful whether the terrace was ever plowed because of the extreme
rockyness of the soil. Any plowing that would have occurred, however,
would have been shallow and ceased over fifty years ago. The talus slope
directly west of the site is today covered tjy ^^^^^^^^^aa^^^^Bfj n  is
RM-130.


