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Context: 
MD-138 was located by a foot survey on April 24, 1976, by a crew from the

of the cliff itself (which is not indicated on the USGS topographic maps) 
was "predicted" beforehand by speculating on the hunting potentials of

having been used for animal
drives.
and the relative, 
the site repre

ligl Tequeny c 
special >ctivit\

"orces the view that 
that is intimately bound to

______ ____ __________ Although we 
interpret MD-138 as a kill site, the absence of animal bone due to high 
soil acidity and the lack of rapid soil buildup prevents more accurate 
assessment of the faunal resources.

Five one meter test squares scattered about the area of occupation produced 
several diagnostic points, including a Guilford Lanceolate and a Morrow 
Mountain point of Middle Archaic vintage (ca. 4000 - 3000 B.C:). Later 
forms included a notched stemmed point (Holland (1955) Type I) of Middle 
to Late Archaic date (ca. 3500 - 1500 B.C.) and a surface find of a Levanna 
Triangular point from late Woodland times (da. 1300 - 1600 A.D.) 
(Foss 1977: 112-116).

Environmenl
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The terrain is rocky, the soil thin and the vegetative cover consists

marshy ground not only limits the zone of human occupation but renders 
the site attractive for its water and diverse plants. A rugged boulder 
slope at the base of the cliff forms the western bordar of MD-138.

Archaeological Investigationst
The Five one-meter squares scattered over the site (see map) were 
excavated to a depth of 15 cm,, Beneath a thin surface of forest litter 
an A horizon of dark brown forest loam extended to a depth of 5 to 8 cm, 
overlying a lighter brown clay loam 5 to 10 cm. thick. Beneath this lies 
the rocky boulder slope associated with the erosion of the Big Meadows 
Catoctin Greenstone massif. Most artifacts were found in the A horizon.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The principal importance of MD-138 lies in its functionally unique 
role in an environmentally unique area. It represents the first and to 
date only example of a cliff kill site in Virginia. Despite the absence 
of faunal remains due to unfavorable soil conditions, analysis of the 
lithic assemblage supports the interpretation of MD-138 as a kill site 
of mainly Middle to early Late Archaic date (ca. 4000 - 1500 B.C.) with 
a late Woodland component* It is doubtful whether the site was used 
as a drive site continuously, judging from the light scatter of 
material. Nevertheless, MD-138 remains typical of a special variety of 
prehistoric heretofor unknown in the Shenandoah National Park.

at ion ship between MD-138 ____________
renders it essential to an understanding of te 

ull range of activities characteristic of Archaic peoples in their

prehistoric experience to Park visitors.
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Archaeological Investigations!
Test squares were excavated with trowels and shovels and dirt screened 
through -t inch mesh. Only 71 artifacts were recovered (see appended table), 
yielding a very low artifact density of 142 per cubic meter a fact that 
probably reflects the special activities associated with killing and skinning 
the animals that had been driven ovdi? the cliff. Bifaces represent 11.35& 
of all artifacts while worked and utilized flakes attain a Park high 
of 18.3$. No tool production waste was present. The high frequency of 
quartz and cryptocrystalline rock probably reflects both the Piedmont 
contacts of the hunters and, in part, the late Woodland component.

Intrusions and Data Limitations?
The thin, rocky soil at MD-138 was probably never plowed. Principal 
historic disturbance occurred along the cliff face to the west where trash 
dumps of CCC and earlier vintage still provide a wealth of rusting metal 
junk. Fortunately, these dumps do not impinge on MD-138.

The principal limitation on data derives from the very shallow nature of 
the site and low artifact density. In light of the hypothesized role of 
MD-138 in hunting, the absence of bone due to soil conditions is 
particularly disappointing.
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