Grasses of Shenandoah

Grass and the grass-like plants (sedges and rushes) account
for 13% of the vascular plants within Shenandoah National
Park. Collectively referred to as graminoids, these species
are typically associated with open areas, such as meadows
and lawns, but can also be found in many types of forest. In
Shenandoah, grasses can be easily viewed at Big Meadows,
where colonial bent grass (Agrostis capillaris) and tall oat-
grass (Arrhenatherum elatius) are especially abundant.

This list was compiled using the NPSpecies database in
January 2023. You can find the most up-to-date
information, as well as expanded definitions of the tags at:
https:/lirma.nps.gov/NPSpecies/.

Abundance (Abd): Abundant (A), Common (C),
Uncommon (Uc), Rare (R), Occasional (O), Unknown (U).

Season: when species is most easily encountered. Spring
(Sp) is March - May, Summer (S) is June - August, Fall (F) is
September - October, Winter (W) is November - February.

Habitat: Aquatic (AQ), Cultural (CU), Forest Edge (FE),
Meadow (ME), Mesic forest (MF), Rock Outcrop (RO),
Shrub/Scrub (SS), Wetland (WL), Xeric forest (XF),
Park-wide (PW).

Seasonality (Seas): whether or not a species reproduces
in Shenandoah National Park. Breeder (B), Resident (R),
Migratory (M), Vagrant (V), Not Applicable (blank).

Rarity Rank (Rnk): any combination of global (G) rarity
and state (S) rarity from 1-5. Critically imperiled (G1 or
S1), imperiled (G2 or S2), vulnerable (G3 or S3), apparently
secure (G4 or S4), secure (G5 or S5). You may also see:
inexact numeric rank (?), questionable taxonomy (Q),
subspecies status (T), or unranked (blank).
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Abd | Sp Habitat g Rnk
Colonial Bentgrass c | . ME
Agrostis capillaris WL
Redtop . CU
Agrostis gigantea e ME G465
Winter Bentgrass Ue | - ME G5
Agrostis hyemalis RO S5
ME
Autumn Bentgrass C . MFE.RO G5
Agrostis perennans > S5
WL,XF
Creeping Bentgrass . ME
Agrostis stolonifera e WL G5
Big Bluestem Ue | - ME G5
Andropogon gerardii RO S5
Broomsedge C . ME G5
Andropogon virginicus RO S5
Sweet Vernal Grass Ue | - CU
Anthoxanthum odoratum ME
Fork-tip Three-awn G5
Grass Uc | - RO 4
Aristida dichotoma
Tall Oatgrass C . CU
Arrhenatherum elatius ME
Joint-head Grass .
Arthraxon hispidus Ue ME
Wavy Hairgrass C . ME,MF
Avenella flexuosa RO XF
Side-oats Grama
Bouteloua curtipendula R RO G5
Bearded Shorthusk C . MF,WL G5
Brachyelytrum erectum XF S5
Fringed Brome . G5
Bromus ciliatus L& WL S1
Smooth Brome CU
Bromus inermis e ME SE
Japanese Brome .
Bromus japonicus e ME
Common Eastern ME.RO G5
Brome Uc | - X’F S5
Bromus pubescens
Meadow Brome Ue | - ME
Bromus racemosus
Poverty Brome Ue | - ME
Bromus sterilis
Cheatgrass Ue | - ME
Bromus tectorum
Common Hairsedge Ue | - ME G5
Bulbostylis capillaris RO S5
Bluejoint Ue | - ME,RO G5
Calamagrostis canadensis XF S4
Nuttall’s Reedgrass . G5
Calamagrostis coarctata = WL S5
Porter’s Reedgrass Ue | - MF,RO G4
Calamagrostis porteri XF S4
Summer Sedge Ue | - MF,RO G4
Carex aestivalis WL S4
Glomerate Sedge Ue | - ME,MF G5
Carex aggregata WL S4
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Abd | Sp Habitat g Rnk Abd | Sp Habitat g Rnk
White-tinged Sedge Ue | - ME,MF G5 Fuzzy Sedge Ue | - ME,MF G5
Carex albicans XF S5 Carex hirsutella RO, XF S5
White Bear Sedge . MF G5 Greater Bladder Sedge . G5
Carex albursina e WL S4 Carex intumescens Ue WL S5
Eastern Narrowleaf Ue | - ME,MF G5 James’s Sedge Ue | - MF G5
Sedge (Carex amphibola) WL S4 Carex jamesii S4
Yellow-fruited Sedge Ue | - ME,MF G5 Smooth Sheath Sedge | ;. | . ME G5
Carex annectens WL S5 Carex laevivaginata WL S5
Appalachian Sedge Ue | - MF,RO G4 Hairy-fruited Sedge Ue | - ME G5
Carex appalachica WL,XF S4 Carex lasiocarpa WL S1
Hay Sedge Ue | - ME,RO G5 Spreading Sedge Ue | - ME G5
Carex argyrantha XF S5 Carex laxiculmis WL S5
Eastern Sedge Uc . ME G5 Broad Loose-flowered C . ME,MF G5
Carex atlantica WL S5 Sedge (Carex laxiflora) WL S5
Bebb’s Sedge R | . WL G5 Smooth Sheath Sedge | ;. | . ME G5
Carex bebbii S1 Carex leavenworthii XF S3
Eastern Woodland Bristle-stalked Sedge G5
Sedge Uc | - I\v/(l/%l\)gj G5 Carex leptalea e WL S5
, S5
Carex blanda R
Finely-nerved Sedge R | . MF G5
Short Beak Sedge G5 Carex leptonervia WL S3
C ; Uc | - ME
arex brevior S4
Sallow Sedge C . ME G5
Brome-like Sedge Ue | - MF G5 Carex lurida WL S5
Carex bromoides WL S5 Frightful Sed
rightful Sedge .
Brownish Sedge Ue | - MF,RO G5 Carex molestiformis oe ME G4
Carex brunnescens WL S4
Muehlenberg’s Sedge Ue | - ME,RO G5
Brown Bog Sedge ME G5 Carex muehlenbergii XF S4
Carex buxbaumii = : WL S2
Black-edged Sedge Ue | - MF G5
Oval-headed Sedge U . ME,MF G5 Carex nigromarginata XF S5
Carex cephalophora ¢ XF S5
Greater Straw Sedge Ue | - ME G5
Fibrous-rooted Sedge c | . MF,RO G5 Carex normalis MF S5
Carex communis XF S5 .
Pennsylvania Sedge C . ME,MF G5
Hirsute Sedge Ue | - ME,MF G5 Carex pensylvanica RO, XF S5
C lanat WL
arex complanata $3 Broad-leaved Sedge c | . MF,RO G5
Field Sedge R . ME G5 Carex platyphylla XF S5
Carex conoidea WL S182
Variable Sedge R . ME G3
Fringed Grass C . ME,MF G5 Carex polymorpha WL S2
Carex crinita WL S5
Drooping Sedge Ue | - WL G4
Cumberland Sedge U . MF S4 Carex prasina S4
Carex cumberlandensis ¢
Easter Star Sedge Ue | - MF G5
White-edged Sedge U . ME,MF G5 Carex radiata WL S4
Carex debilis ¢ WL S5
Rosy Sedge Ue | - MF G5
Slender Wood Sedge c | . MF G5 Carex rosea WL S5
Carex digitalis XF S5
Eastern Rough Sedge | ;. | . MF G5
Star Sedge G5 Carex scabrata WL S5
> Uc | - WL
Carex echinata S4 I
Pointed Broom Sedge C . ME G5
Frank’s Sedge U ME,MF G5 Carex scoparia WL S5
o c|
Carex frankii WL S5
Burr Reed Sedge Ue | - MF G5
Blue Sedge U ME,MF Carex sparganioides S4
c | .
Carex glaucodea WL,XF
Squarrose Sedge U . ME G4G5
Slender Loose- Carex squarrosa ¢ WL 5485
ME,WL G5
flowered Sedge Uc | - <F S5 ;
Carex gracilescens Stalk-grain Sedge Uc | - ME G5
Carex stipata WL S5
Graceful Sedge Uc . ME,MF G5 -
Carex gracillima WL S5 Lined Sedge Uc . MF G5
Carex striatula XF 5485
Limestone Meadow Ue | - MF G5 -
Sedge (Carex granularis) WL S4 Upright Sedge R . ME,MF G5
Carex stricta WL S5
Nodding Sedge Ue | - ME,MF G5
Carex gynandra WL S5
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Bent Sedge Ue | - MF G4G5 Tapered Panic Grass ME G5
Carex styloflexa WL S4 Dichanthelium acumi- C . MF,RO S5
1
Prairie Straw Sedge Ue | - ME G4 nanm WL.XF
Carex suberecta WL S3 Bosc’s Panic Grass c | . ME,MF G5
Swan’s Sedge ME.MF G5 Dichanthelium boscii RO,XF S5
Carex swanii © : WL,XF S5 Deer-tongue Grass ME G5
Dichanthelium clandes- C .
Shaved Sedge R . ME G5 tinum WL S5
Carex tonsa XF
Variable Panic Grass
Twisted Sedge Uc . WL G5 Dichanthelium commu- Uc . 1\1%%15 CS;S
Carex torta S4 tatum ’ >
Blunt Broom Sedge . ME G5 Starved Panic Grass
Carex tribuloides e WL S5 Dichanthelium depau- Uc | - Mi’? o 255
1
Parasol Sedge U MF G5 peratum
Carex umbellata € . WL S5 Forked Panic Grass ME.MF
Dichanthelium dichoto- Uc | - WL’ XF G5
lélbbeq Sedge C . MF,RO .
arex virescens WLXF S5 Broad-leaf Panic Grass Ue | - ME,MF G5
> Dichanthelium latifolium WL,XF S5
Fox Sedge ME,MF G5 - -
Carex vulpinoidea Le WL,XF S5 Linear-leaf Panic ME,MF G5
2 Grass (Dichanthelium C . RO’XF S5
Willdenow’s Sedge Uec . MF G5 linearifolium) >
Carex willdenowii WL S5 Few-flowered Panic MERO s
Wood’s Sedge U . MF G4 Grass (Dichanthelium Uc | - X’F S4
Carex woodii = XF S4 oligosanthes)
Pearl Millet Smooth Crabgrass . ME
Cenchrus americanus = ) ME Digitaria ischaemum Uc
River Oats R | . MF G5 Hairy Crabgrass Ue | - ME G5
Chasmanthium latifolium WL S5 Digitaria sanguinalis
Common Wood Barnyard Grass .
Reedgrass Uc | - M\E):(;l]i/lF (S}SS Echinochloa crusgalli e ME
Cinna arundinacea Needle Spikerush Ue . WL G5
Beaked Panic Grass Ue . ME,MF Eleocharis acicularis S5
Coleatacnia anceps WL.XF Flattened Spikerush R . RO G4
Tall Flat Panic Grass ME Eleocharis compressa WL S2
Coleataenia rigidul . U .
ri;;aulaaema rigiduia sp ¢ WL Englemann Spikerush [ ;. | | ME,RO G4G5
Eleocharis engelmannii WL S4
Bermuda Grass CU
Cynodon dactylon Uc | - ME Bald Spikerush R | . ME G5
Eleocharis erythropoda WL 5485
Red-root Flatsedge . ME G5 :
Cyperus erythrorhizos e WL S4 Blunt Splkerush Uc | - ME G5
Eleocharis obtusa WL S5
Houghton’s Flatsedge . RO X
Cyperus houghtonii R WL G4 Slender ‘Splke‘rush Ue | - ME G5
i q Eleocharis tenuis WL S5
Many-flowere
Flatde e R . ME,RO G5 Indian Goosegrass U . ME
C 2 iensi XF S5 Eleusine indica ¢
yperus lancastriensis
Upland Flatsedge i P ME,RO G5 Nodding Wild Rye Ue | - cU G5
Cyperus lupulinus XF S5 Elymus canadensis S1
- Bottlebrush G MF,RO G5
s colored M | | o B | el ¢
Flatsedge Uc | - WL S5 Y a3
Cyperus strigosus Quackgrass U cU
C .
Orchard Grass Ue | - CU,ME Elymus repens ME
Dactylis glomerata WL Riverbank WildRye | o | . ME G5
Mountain Oatgrass Ue | - ME,MF G5 Elymus riparius MF S5
Danthonia compressa RO,WL S5 Slender Wheatgrass RO Gs
Silky Oatgrass Ue | . ME,RO G5 Elymus trachycaulus ssp. R |- XF S1
Danthonia sericea ¢ XF S5 trachycaulus
Poverty Oatgrass c | . ME,MF G5 Downy Wild Rye Uc | - ME G5
Danthonia spicata RO,XF S5 Elymus villosus MF S5
Virginia Wild Rye . ME,MF
Elymus virginicus e WL G5
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Lacegrass Ue | - ME,RO G5 Common Woodrush C . MF G5
Eragrostis capillaris XF S5 Luzula multiflora WL S5
Stinkgrass Ue | - ME Japanese Stiltgrass A . ME,MF
Eragrostis cilianensis Microstegium vimineum WL,XF
;ufted Lovegrass Ue | - ME G5 Chinese Silvergrass R | - ME
ragrostis pectinacea Miscanthus sinensis
Tawny Cottongrass . G5 Hair-awn Muhly . RO
Eriophorum virginicum £ WL S3 Mubhlenbergia capillaris e XF G5
Slender Fescue ME,RO Smooth Wirestem
Festuca octoflora e - XF Muhly Uc | - M\];:(}idF G5
Red Fescue o ] ME G5 Muhlenbergia frondosa
Festuca rubra RO S5 Spiked Muhly R . RO G5
Mubhlenbergia glomerata WL S2
Nodding Fescue C . ME,MF G5
Festuca subverticillata WL,XF S5 Hairy Wirestem Muhly | ;. | | ME,RO G5
Mubhlenbergia mexicana WL,XF S354
Hard Fescue Ue | - ME
Festuca trachyphylla Nimblewill C . ME G5
Mubhlenbergia schreberi MF
Rattlesnake G5
Mannagrass Uc | - WL S3 Rock Muhly Ue | - MF,RO G5
Glyceria canadensis Muhlenbergia sobolifera XF
Melic Mannagrass . G5 Woodland Muhly . ME,MF
Glyceria melicaria e WL S5 Mubhlenbergia sylvatica e RO,WL G5
Fowl Mannagrass Ue | - ME G5 Slender Muhly Ue | - MF G5
Glyceria striata WL S5 Mubhlenbergia tenuiflora XF
Common Velvet Grass | ;. | ME,WL Wavyleaf Basketgrass R | . MF
Holcus lanatus XF Oplismenus undulatifolius
Tufted Rush U . ME G5 Highland Rush R . RO
Juncus acuminatus ¢ WL S5 Oreojuncus trifidus
Forked Rush ME G5 Witch Grass G5
Juncus dichotomus e ’ WL S5 Panicum capillare Uc | - ME S5
Dudley’s Rush Ue | - RO G5 Spreading Panic Grass Ue | - ME G5
Juncus dudleyi WL S4 Panicum dichotomiflorum WL S5
Common Rush C . ME G5 Philadelphia Panic ME G5
Juncus effusus WL S5 Grass Uc . RO S5
Panicu ] jicu
Grass-leaved Rush U . ME,RO G5 anictim philadelphicum
Juncus marginatus ¢ WL S5 Switchgrass Ue | - ME G5
Panicum virgatum S5
Lopsided Rush Ue | - ME G5
Juncus secundus RO S5 Slender Crowngrass Ue . ME,MF G5
Paspalum setaceum XF S5
Woodland Rush Ue | - WL G5
Juncus subcaudatus S5 Black-seed Ricegrass Ue | - MF,RO
Patis racemosa XF
Path Rush C . ME,MF G5
Juncus tenuis WL,XF S5 Reed Canary Grass Ue | - ME G5
Phalaris arundinacea WL S5
Warty Panic Grass Ue | - ME
Kellochloa verrucosa WL Timothy Ue | - CU
Phleum pratense ME
Rice Cutgrass Ue | - WL G5
Leersia oryzoides S5 Eastern Needlegrass Ue | - ME,MF G5
Piptochaetium avenaceum RO,XF S5
White Grass C . MF G5
Leersia virginica WL S5 Grove Bluegrass Ue | - ME,MF G4G5
Poa alsodes WL S4
Tall Fescue C . CU
Lolium arundinaceum WL Annual Bluegrass Ue | - ME
Poa annua RO
Perennial Rye Grass U . CU
Lolium perenne ¢ WL Flat-stemmed ME
Bluegrass C . MF,RO
Mgadow Fescue Uc | -« WL G5 Poa compressa WL,XF
Lolium pratense
Short-leaved Bluegrass MF,RO G5
Bulbous Woodrush ME G5 . Uc | -
Luzula bulbosa L WL S5 Foa cuspidata XE S5
. Wood Bluegrass U . ME G5
Spreadlng Woodrush Ue | - WL G5 Poa nemoralis c
Luzula echinata S5
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Bog Bluegrass . G3G4

Poa paludigena R WL S2

Kentucky Bluegrass C . CUME G5

Poa pratensis MF,WL

Rough Bluegrass Ue | - ME,MF

Poa trivialis WL

Brownish Beaksedge Ue | - ME G5

Rhynchospora capitellata WL S5

Little Bluestem C . ME,RO G5

Schizachyrium scoparium XF

Wool Grass Ue | - ME G5

Scirpus cyperinus WL S5

Leafy Bulrush Ue | - MF G5

Scirpus polyphyllus WL S5

Carolina Nutrush Uc . ME,RO G5

Scleria pauciflora WL S5

Tall Nutrush Uec . ME,RO G5

Scleria triglomerata WL S5

Knotroot Foxtail G5

Setaria parviflora e : ME S5

Yellow Foxtail

Setaria pumila e ME

Gre‘?n on;ail Uc | - ME

Setaria viridis

Indian Grass Uec . ME,RO G5

Sorghastrum nutans XF S5

Johnson Grass .

Sorghum halepense Ue ME

Shiny Wedgegrass . G5

Sphenopholis nitida Ue MF S5

Slender Wedgegrass

Sphenopholis obtusatavar. | Uc . M];zI}:A E

major

Swamp Wedgegrass . G4

Sphenopholis pensylvanica Ue WL S4

Rough Dropseed R . RO G5

Sporobolus clandestinus XF S4

Tall Dropseed RO G5

Sporobolus compositusvar. | R . XF 2

compositus

Poverty Dropseed

Sporobolus vaginiflorus Uc | - ?((12 (S}SS

var. vaginiflorus

Bashful Bulrush Ue | - MF G4G5

Trichophorum planifolium XF S4

Purpletop . ME

Tridens flavus C RO G5

Narrow False Oats G5

Trisetum spicatum = RO S1

Bread Wheat Ue | - cu

Triticum aestivum
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