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INTRODUCTION 

The National Park Service was established in 1916, and has become the 

responsible agency for preserving and managing a wide range of natural 

landscapes and cultural sites throughout the country. Unfortunately, the 

maintenance of these ecosystems has become increasingly difficult. Natural 

changes and fluctuations due to succession, climate and population dynamics 

continually work to disrupt the stability of park environments. Many of 

the ecosystems within parks are extremely susceptible to overuse and can be 

easily damaged. Changes in park ecosystems as a result of industrial 

activities and resource development both within and adjacent to parks are 

even more difficult to deal with, and there is increasing evidence that 

such activities are adversely affecting park resources at an accelerating 

rate. An ability to monitor the ecological condition of parks, recreation 

areas and historic sites is important if the NPS is to continue to wisely 

manage these lands. 

The purpose of this study was to develop an efficient and reliable 

means to survey the ecological status of units within the National Park 

System. This objective was carried out through the development of a 

questionnaire which enumerates potential problems facing natural and cultural 

resources of the parks, and asks managers to estimate their occurrence and 

characteristics. 

The report begins by briefly tracing the history of efforts to monitor 

resource problems in the national parks. This is followed by a review of 

literature pertaining to questionnaire design and the theoretical framework 

behind the development of the State of Parks Survey. We then discuss the 

methods employed in designing the questionnaire, describe its various 


