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BRIEF NOTES ON FRENCH HOUSES 
IN STE. GENEVIEVE MD RECOMMENDATION 

The physical remains of the early French culture in the 

Mississippi Valley are new comparatively rare. Contrary to 

the prevailing impression there are very few really represen

tative lemdmarks of the period. Few, i f any, Louisiana country 

houses have come dcwn from the Eighteenth Centviry and two great 

fires robbed New Orleans of most of her pre-American buildings. 

In the upper valley there may have been a thousand houses built 

by the French, but because of decay, floods, fires and rising 

land values there are only tvo or three doz^ remaining. Most 

of these are in the town of Ste. Genevieve, Missouri. 

This town was begun probably be-tween 1740 and 1750, as an 

agricultural suburb of the little metropolis of Kaskaskia across 

the river. Not until the English occupation of the East side of 

the river and the Spsmish regime on the TWest side did the place 

achieve any size or importance. Before the Louisiema Purchase 

and for a few years afterward Ste. Gene'vleve 'was a close rival 

of St. Louis. 

Today the old part of the town is an interesting blend of 

French, American and German architecture. None of the houses 

are identified wi'th especially important events, though several 

were occupied by interesting persons. The principal impor-bance 

of the plaoe is archaeological. The undersigned has been col-



lecting information on the town for over three years. The 

mimeographed booklet A Guide to Ste. Genevieve with Notes 

on Its Architecture is the only serious and extended stuc^ 

of Ste. Genevieve buildings that has been published. It is 

ob-vlously incomplete, in faot, ia5)ortant new information has 

been sectired since the publication of the last edition* 

As to -fche preservation of the French houses in Ste. 

Genevieve little is being done. Two are well taken care of 

as private houses by those ifho appreciate their special 

architectviral interest. The others are occupied as little 

more than shelters. None are open to the publio. Demolition 

and alteration have caused the loss of much in recent years. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

I recommend ttimt the National Park Service insure the 

preservation of one or more French houses by taking title, 

effecting restoration and preservation work and opening them 

to tkie publio as "historic house museims." 

The three most interesting -bo -the undersigned, archae

ologically speaking, are the Bolduc House, the Ribault House 

and the Amovtremxa: House. They are more French and less 

changed -than any of "the o-thers. The years of building are 

not known for these houses, but they seem to date from the 

Eighteenth Century without much doubt. The first of -these, 

a frame house, was the home of a well-to-do Canadian French 



trader. The history of the other two is not known. They 

are of primitive "palisadoed" construction (French, poteaux 

en terre; Spanish, potoes en tierra), of a -type probably 

no longer found elsewhere in the United States. 

Charles E. Peterson 














