
li 

\ 

A GUflDE TO 
STE. GENEVIIEVE 
WITH NOTt? ON IT? 

A ILC H 1T E C T U ti. 

• :: 
S E C O N D E D I T I O N 

i o o C O P I E S , F E B R U A R Y , I ^ A O . 

1 

! 
i 

U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T M E I N T t K l O R 
N A T I O N A L P A R K S C R V l C t 

J E P F E R S O N N A T I O N A L E X P A N S I O N M E M O R I A L 



C O N T E N T S 

1. FOREWORD 

2. HISTORICAL BACKaROTJND 

3. NOTES ON THE FRENCH HOUSES 

U. COIC'ARISON OF THE FRENCH OPii'.iCDim MD MISSOTJRI HOUSE 

5. FRENCH WROUCTHT IRON DOOR LATCHES 

6. CONTRACT FOR THE BOISIEDUC HOUSE 

7. MAP OF A PART OF STE. GENEVIE -̂TI 

B. POII-n̂ S OF IITTEREST IN STE. GENEVIEVE TODAY 

9. LIST OF PUBLICATIONS CONCERNING STE. GENE^^EirE 

This study is presented "by authority of the Historic 

Sites and Buildings Act of Congress, approved August 21, 

1935. 



F O R E W O R D 

In axi investigation cf the old Creole v i l l a g e of St. Louis, which 
once outlined the s i t e of the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, 
the architectural research s t a f f of the National Park Ser\'ice has made 
an extensive search i n the source materia.ls which remain. "Thile docu
mentary evidence i s r i c h (there are 2S03 documents i n the St. Louis 
Recorded Archives, many of which contain architectural information), i t 
has heen necessaiT to recreate a dead vocabiilarj' to understand i t . 
This process involved a co r r e l a t i n g study of Eighteenth Centun/- docu
ments and existing "buildings. The la s t of the French btiildlngs of St. 
Louis disat>T)eared two generations ago. Only in Ste. Gene-"-ieve can the 
comparison he made todav. 

Unfortunately for the architectural investi^rator the of • f i c i a l 
record of t i t l e s to Ste. Genevieve land has not been extended hevond 
the confirmation of ownership i n l.'̂ 03 (tine of the T-oui s iana Ptir chase), 
Presiimably a l l or nearly al]. of the necessary data l i e s in the Ste. 
Genevieve Archives held by the Missouri H i s t o r i c a l Society 

•̂ y the courtes-"- of the l a t t e r or'^aniication over one '"lundred select
ed documents fron the c o l l e c t i o n h''ve been transcribed and examined, but 
they are a mere be ginn in-?. Obsolete words, Tieculiar ST>allinfi:s, obscure 
handwritin.?, mi-^sin,? papers and the substitution of nicl<3iames for vrovsr 
names each contribute to nake this a s^oiv work. To date i t has not been 
possible to lep.m the yea,r of erection of a single striicture of the 
colonial period, although the writer believes that eventus.lly many of 
thera can be determined, at least between l i m i t s . 

The organization of this material began as a guide for a f i e l d 
t r i p of the William Clark Society on June U, 1939. A l l h i s t o r i c a l 
raa,terial was b u i l t around the b\;ildings of the town, which were reore-
sented on a map. The pr i n t i n g (mimeograph process) was a smo,ll one and 
soon exhausted. This new edi t i o n , enlarged and corrected, brings tha 
Guide up to date with current studies of the National Park Ser^rice. 
Additional data which can be documented w i l l be .gladly considered for 
any future editions which may bo forthcoming. 

Charles E. Peterson 

St. Louis, Febru-.ry lU, lol'C. 



HISTORICAL BACKCRO'T̂ T) 

The colonization of the ^'i s s i s s i p p i Valley began at the end of 
the Seventeenth C e n t u r y — f i r s t frora Gp-,n9.da and tben by way of the Gulf 
of Mexico. Following the proclamation of LaSalle the French claimed 
this vast land for nearly three quarters of a centxiry and administrators 
at V e r s a i l l e s , Q,uebec and New Orleans for a time dreamed of a vast era
pire extending frora the St. Lawrence to the Gulf Coast. But Q,uebec f e l l 
i n the war with England, and i n 17-3 t i t l e to the lands on the East Bank 
of the River went to the conqueror and that on the West to Spain. 

It was some years, however, before the f u l l irapact of the Anglo-
American expansion frora the A t l a n t i c Seaboa.rd Colonies was f e l t in the 
Creole settlements of the " I l l i n o i s Country",-- and after a century and 
a half the physical remains of t h e i r unique culture can s t i l l be found. 
Isolated parts of Missouri have retained d i s t i n c t i v e colonial character
i s t i c s . The search for and study of these things offers abundant rew.̂ afd 
to the antiquarian, for they comprise a subject comparatively untouched 
by systematic and d e f i n i t i v e research. 

In the I l l i n o i s Country there wore at ^ne time or another some 
fort y Creole missionary, fur trading, farming, mining .and. m i l i t a r y 
establishments. Of these none has retained more of i t s ancient at)T)ear-
ance than the present town of Ste. Genevieve. The oldest settlem-^nt of 
the group on the K i s s i s s i p p i River—Cahokia, I l l i n o i s , founded in — 
hps suffered heavily from the floods p.nd tho ne^l--ict of the Engli'?.h and 
•"•irginia. governments. Kaskaskip. (founded. 1703) ^^-^ e n t i r e l y wp.shed '̂ way 
p,fter nearly two centuries of existence by -a chp.n£re of tho river's CQITS^. 

Whp.t was l e f t of colonial St. I.c^is disapTDepred during the f i r e of ISUq 
p,nd the riverfront develonm-^nt of the Stoara'looat Era. 

Next to New Orle.ans, x)robp.bly more r o l i c s of the French period can 
now be foiind i n Ste. Ganeviave than ^ny other town or c i t y of the 
Mississi-nni Valley. 

1. 
The " I l l i n o i s Country"—named after the I l l i n o i s Indians—includ

ed parts of what are now the States of I l l i n o i s and ^'issouri. 
2. 
Palm, Si s t e r I'arj'- Borgias, The Jesuit Missions of the I l l i n o i s 

Country. 1673-1763 (1933), p. Ul. 



THE OLD TOWN (Poste do Saint Jo-achim, etc.) 

The beginnings of Ste. Genevieve are s t i l l obscure; no contempo
rary s-ccount of i t s founding h.as yet com.-̂  to l i ~ h t . I t has been quite 
generally p.groed that the settlement was started aborit the year 1735 
on the r i v e r bottom sorae three nile« below the present v i l l a g e . Some 
writers would l i k e to pl-ce the dp.te ep.rlier to coincid-^ more ne-arly 
with thc beginning-n of lead mining i n tho back counti-y, but i t i c not 
shown on th-e rap,p of do Tory f i l s (1733) >̂  which T)ortrays manv det-"ilg 
of tho v i c i n i t y , P-S does that of Broutin (173^) • H-̂-d Sto. Genov: TVC 
heen i n existonco at those dates i t s locp.tion wotild undoubtedly have 
boon indicp.ted on both. 

Ste. Goneviev-.T i s thus tho eighth known white ostp.blishm,)nt i n 
Mis;?ouri, hc.vin-r. been preceded bv the Des Pores •^iver settlement of 
tho Jesuit mi=:f!ionaries (I7OO), thn Cabn,nap-e a Renp,udi.-!ro (c. 17'^0), 
the Mine La Motto (c. 17^3), the Mines of the Mcrpjnoc (17?3), the Fort 
d'Orleans (I723), the I'in.:̂  a Renault (c. I72U-F5) .n̂nd V i e l l e s Mines 
(c. 17?b). 

In thc e a r l i e s t years tho vill^'ge w.as nrobably no moro than a 
suburb of Kr-skaskia, the l i t t l e motro-oolis of the I l l i n o i s Country. 
The development of the sp.lt springs on Saline Crook and. the lep.d mines 
i n the OzaTk h i l l s were undoubtedly inportant fn,ctors i n the spreading 
of the settlement on the 7Iost Bnnk of the Mississipt^i. Probp.bly P, 
cp.reful expjninp,tion of tho Kaskp.skia Manuscripts, which 0̂ back to the 
f i r s t quarter of ths Eighteenth Century, w i l l , provide the missing 
information.--

One Baptiste LpJtose was the f i r s t settL^r according to sworn 
testimony recorded raany years l a t e r . Tho oldest grants for the west 
side bottomlands of which tho t i t l e papors have been discovered .are for 

1. 
Service Hydrographioue Bib. UoUO C.19 (Paris) 

2. ' • 
Archives Nat. O'.-' a I 2 A A U7 D. (Paris) 

3. 
This pjnazing c o l l e c t i o n of several thousand documents i s pre

served i n tho Rp.ndolr)h County Courthouse p,t Chester, I l l i n o i s . The 
National Park Serv--ico bogpji the microfilming of this matcri-al i n 
Februp.ry, I'̂ -̂rO to mpJre i t more gomrp-lly p.cces'^ibl,-^. P r i n t s may be 
secured throu.":h the of f i c e of Region T-"o p,t Omp-ha. 

2. 
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1752, and were executed by MP-carty, the coramandant at Kaskp.skip,. In 
the same year Macarty reported that tr.ere were 27 inhabitants of Ste. 
Genevieve holdine 93 argents (nee-rly three miles) of frontp.s-e on the 
r i v e r . ^ In 1759 place i s referred to as the "Poste de Saint Joachim", 
in the f i r s t records of the pp..rish.3 Notarial records be^in i n 17^6 under 
Spanish ru l e . P r i o r to that tim.e the French Fort de Chartres had been the 
l o c a l seat of governraent; the se-op.ration probp.bly resulted immediately 
from i t s occupation by the English i n 176^. 

One of the chief concerns of Ste. Genevieve seems to have been the 
shipping of lead, which was brought down from the h i l l s after smelting. 
Schoolcraft said long ago; "Prom the e a r l i e s t tirae . . . the French i n 
habitants of St^. Genevieve had a l l been more or less engaged i n the 
storage, purchase ?-nd t r a f f i c of lead. Every dwelling house thus became 
a storehouse for lead . . ." • Like the neighboring- settlements i t p.lso 
furnished foodst-uffs for New Orleans grown on the r i c h bottomlands. As 
late as 1782 St. Louis was also dependent on Ste. Genevieve for food.^ 
French Canadians, largely of Norman derivation, who had settled f i r s t on 
the East Bank of the r i v e r , formed the greater part of the population. 

Captain P h i l i p Pittman of the English Army, who was i n the I l l i n o i s 
Country i n I766, stated that the v i l l a g e was then "about one mile i n 
length" and contained seventy families.~- The unusual length of the s e t t l e 
ment—considering i t s size—suggests that i t was strung out along a main 
road l i k e many of the old v i l l a g e s along the St. Lawrence River i n French 
Canada. The Spanish census of 1772 gave Ste. Genevieve a population of 
UoU whites and 287 slaves, a t o t a l of 69I persons.7 i n 17S2 the place 
was described p,s being too scattered to make i t s defense prp-cticable. ̂  

Back of the town lay the long narrow f i e l d s of the inhabitants, at 
right angles to the r i v e r , Ca..nadian fashion, and reaching to the h i l l s . 
This pattern of ownership can be recognized even today. 

1. 
Guibourd Papers , M i s s o n r i H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . 

2 . 
Found b.y t'iss Natal ip. B elting i n the Vaudreull Manuscri-nt s. 

3. 
Yealy, Francis J . , S.J., Sainte Genevieve; The Story of Missoiu'i' s 

Oldest Settlement (St. Louis, 1^535), p. 2̂ '̂-. 

Schoolcraft, Henry R., A View of the Lead '-'ines of Missouri (New 
York, ISI9) , V. 121 . 

5. 
Minutes of a council of war held at St. Lo^-iis, July 9, 17S2. 

Original i n the Bancroft Library, Berkley, C a l i f o m i a . 
6. 

Pittman, Capt. P h i l i p , Present State of Europe PJ, Settloraents on 
the M i s s i s s i p p i (London, 1770; reprinted, Cleveland, I006), p. 50. 

^ Houck, Louis, The Spanish Regime i n Missotiri (Chicago, 1^)09). 
1:235-



THE NEW TOWN (Petites Cotes, etc.) 

After repeated damage from floods, especially that of the spring 
of 1785."'" the town moved to i t s present site on high ground where the 
three branches of Gabouri Creek come dora from the h i l l s . This moving 
did not take place p.ll at once ^nd the notary's register2 does not in
dicate a sudden rush of real estate transactions. Threats by the river 
had begun earlier. As early p.s 1778 P. Ste. Genevieve house owned by 
Joseph Couture had been described as "about to be destroyed by the 
river".3 In 1787 thirteen inhabitants of the new villp.ge petitioned to 
have their fields in LeGrand Chpjnps divided from the others^- and 
"Petites Cotes" (Lit t l e Hills)5 appears as i t s name. As late as I796 
Collot found at the old village " s t i l l e, few huts remaining, inhabited 
by the traders". The location of the church was not changed before 
179'+« By that time the town ha.d increased considerably in size, largely 
because of the lawless conditions on the East Bank of the river which 
drove a large part of the inhabitpnts to the Spanish side. The French 
population had alrep,dy been p-ugmented by a. number of Spaniards, Anglo-
Americans and (jerm.ans, who had come for trading, mining and lr>jiî  specu
lation. As the lands begp.n to f i l l up for the f i r s t time, hunting be
came d i f f i c u l t and the Indip^n trada dropped off. Many of the French 
moved back to the mining cotmtry or to advpnced posts like St. Charles. 

After the moving of the village the Gr»nd Chpjnps continued to be 
used for farming. In the following years other smaller outlying tracts 
were also cultivated, such as tho Point a Pichet Fields on the river 
north of Maxwell's H i l l , petitioned for in 1793 "̂ y six inhabit'^nts nnd 
the "Grand Park Common Fields" on high ground west of the new village. 

Letter, Miro to G'lvez, quoted in Houck, Spanish Regime, 1:23=̂ . 
2. 

Ste. Genevieve Archives (heres-fter referred to as STEGA), Mise. 
Bound MSS No. 1. 

3. 
St. Louis Recorded Archives (hereafter referred to as STLRA), 

11:1:166 
U. 
STEGA, Misc. Petitions No. 22. 

5-
See also STEGA, Misc., Churches No. 3-« St. Cha.rles, Missouri wn,s 

also called "Petites Cotes", and i t s locp.ticn on the Missouri River wp.s 
often specified, p.-pparently to avoid confusion. Sto. Gen-svieve was p.lsf 
nicknamed "Misere" or "Misery" by thc early French, who had similar 
sobriquets for neighboring villages, 

6. 
Collot. Victor. "A Journey in N^-irth America", reprinted frora the 

English edition of 1826 in Trp.nsp.ctions of the I l l i n o i s State Historical 
Society for the Year 1908 (Springfield, IQOQ), P. 29U. 



There seems to have been no "Commons" (Commune) established p.s was 
customary i n neighboring v i l l a g e s . Outlying settlements were the French 
Royalist colony of Nouvolle Bourbon and the Pooria Indipn villp.,ge, both 
of which were nearby to the south. When Upper Louisiana becpjne nn Amer
ican possession i n 180U, Ste. Genevieve, according to Amos Stoddard, 
contained onc hundred and eighty houses.! 

I t was inevitable that the town should chp,nge. Of his v i s i t s i x 
yop-rs Ip-ter Brackenridge says: 

". . . As I p.pproached the rocky strcpm which winds 
round one side of the v i l l p g e p.nd the common f i o l d of vast 
extent between i t and tho r i v o r , i t was T)lep.sing to f i n d 
thp.t the pl-ace hp.d not und.ergono an .entire chp.nge, p,lthô i.fi:h 
the app-^arp-nce of P. different styl,-:> of b\iilding int^rmin.o'lod 
with th,3 old abodes, showed thp.t Amnric^ns had •'already set 
t h ? i r f let in i t . There WP.S encash l e f t to answer to the 
l--'ndscp.po preserved by m-:5mory, pnd which I hpd dwelt on so 
often, that i t w,as p.s fpjnilip.r as 'household words.' '̂'he 
large dwelling of the comm-'̂ ndpnt, Monsietir •"'alle, was s t i l l 
there; the inclosures of pickets, tho intermingled orchards 
pnd ^'.rdens, s t i l l gave a char-actor d i s t i n c t from the Am-?ri-
can villp,ges; while c a t t l e , horned nnd without horns, were 
the chief occupants of the streets and hifrhw-^ys . . ."2 

The end of the slp.ve econom.y, which supported tho leading families, 
ond tho i n f l u x of p. l̂ -.rgo number of Gerraans i n the midi^lo Nineteenth 
Century hr.vo been iraportant factors i n the change nnd growth of the 
v i l l a g e . A c c e s s i b i l i t y by the new highway w i l l only accelerate the 
process. The Creole langu.age i s fast dying out -nd many of the old 
houses hn.ve disp.ppen,red i n recent yep.rs. Nep-rly p.ll of tho French 
furniture has been sold to out-of-town antique dealers p.nd even i t s 
stylo h.as been lost to memory. 

Parts of the town do, however, retp.in a unique flavor even to this 
d.ay and i f precP-utions p.re tpken to rntp.in i t th.;ire i s a f a i r chance 
thp.t the place w i l l become better knovm and much enjoyed by t r p v c l l i n g 
Americans. 

1. 
Stoddp.rd, Major A-mos, Sketches. H i s t o r i c a l pnd De script ive of 

Louisiana (Philadelnhi-, I^IP) , T). 21<^. 
2. 

BrackonridgG, H. K., Recollections of Persons pnd Places i n 
Tho West (Philadelphia, 18*̂ 8) , P. 1°°. 



NOTES ON THE FRENCH HOUSES 

With the exception of a smp.ll wooden fo r t described by General 
Col l o t , p. wooden church ^nd possibly p. j p . i l , there were no public 
buildings i n this new town. Two watermills, a horsemill and a potterv 
k i l n pre the only structures of i n d u s t r i a l ch-^'.racter recorded. At some 
distance frora the town ca t t l e ranches or dairies (vp.cheries), sugp.r 
cpmps (sucreries), saltmp.king plants pnd lop.d mines were estp.blished. 
Mpjiy of the inhp-bit,p.'.:t3 or their slp.ves worked in th-o minos i n the win
ter when the f.arras could be l e f t for a few months. With the coming of 
the Americans, projects for rope-walks, d i s t i l l e r i e s , shoo fac t o r i e s , 
etc. wore announced, but how many were actually re-alized i s not known. 

Houses ,p.nd their dependencies rap.de up the town. Of the l a t t e r the 
bp.rn, the stable (^tp.ble, e^curie), the shed (h-ang-p.rd), the hen house 
(poulp.iller), the corn house (cabanne fi mohiis), the oven (four) p,nd the 
well (puits) soem to have been the most common. Thc outside kitchen, 
the slp.ve quarters (cp.bpnne negres) p.nd the bp-kehouse are also en
countered i n the records. In colonial days the outbuildings outnumbered 
the houses of the town, but thoy have a l l disappeared, presumably because 
they were not kept in repair. Three examples of thc well-heads of stono 
with windLasses and peculip.r wooden tops l i k e pup tents remp-in i n the 
town. 

The houses themsolves are very interesting, though i n every case 
there hp.ve been pJtorations m-̂ de and most of the oxamplos have l i t t l e 
enough l e f t to indicate th e i r o r i g i n a l appearpjico. In raost cases the 
p.ttics and basem.onts .'̂.ro more l i k e l y to reveal the o r i g i n a l design of 
the house th-^n any other parts. 

The French house of Ste. Genevieve i s closely related in generpl 
form to that of Canada and Normp.ndv. fhe ,^e-p.t-^st ini^ov.ptions are the 
porch that hn.3 bean wrp,pr)od .around, i t pnd the wood shin.''-]GS which co-fcr 
i t . The porch (locp.lly galerie) grooms to h-p.vo como UP fron lower 
I.ouisi'^np and the l o s t Indies, 'vh.̂ re i t -.'as an -^d-aptation to hot weather 
and a protection to plastered walls. The shin-Tie (b.ardeau) was largelv 
a North American innov.ntion to the French. In Frp.nce s l a t e , t i l e and 
th.atch were raost comnon.ly used for roofing because of the scarcity of 
wood. Many of the e a r l i e r houses b u i l t by the French on the M i s s i s s i p o i — 
pp.rticularly on tho East side—'.vere thatched,''" but the dry Middle Western 
clim?-te probp,bly m-pjdc straw roofs a grep.t f i r e hnzard p.nd with the passing 
of yop.rs they are raentionod less ^nd loss frequently.^ 

Vario\is ;.3 in the Kaskaskia Manuscripts, Private Papers. 
2. 

The roof of the St. Gemme-Amourep.u-x house s t i l l carries P.. few of 
the thatchin.?: stri p s simila,r to those used on Norm-an houses. 



There were four types of house construction used by the local French 
of that time. The Eighteenth Century terms i n l o c a l usage were: 

(1) The maison de potepjix en terre ( l i t e r a l l y , "posts i n earth") i s 
a "palisadoed" house b u i l t of timbers set upright i n the ground, f?.,stened 
together only at the top. Above grade the timbers or posts were squp-red 
and when b u i l t of rot-resistin^r cedar they made a sound and permp,nent 
structure. This type, once the raost common of a l l , i s represented "'̂y 
three exaraples s t i l l standing in Ste. Genevieve. It i s very old, having 
"lieen used i n the ea r l i e s t days of B i l o x i (founded 1699) and New Orleans 
(I7I8) and was proba,bly a method tp.ken over from the early Spanish 
settlements on the Gulf Cop.st.^ The tyr^e i s unknown, i n France and Can'^da. 

Th-e mp.ison de r)ieux en terre was also found here. This was bui^t of 
posts e n t i r e l y i n the round, a cruder method f i r s t mentioned for ?'is?ouri 
at the Fort d'Orleans i n 172U-. At Ste. Genevieve i t was used mostly for 
outbuildings. 

7 

(2) The maison de -note"'i-'X sur s o l l e ( l i t e r a l l y "posts on s i l l " ) , 
i s a frame house, though a verv mas?ive one because of the larfre fsize of 
the timbers p.r.d. their c''ose spacing. The s i l l WP.S su-n-norted o.n a stone 
fottndation, or occasionally, p.s farther south, on wood blocks, kee-aing 
the frame a.wp,y from the dp.mpness of the gron.nd. This tvoe of structure 
requires more s k i l l to buil d but is in general more dn.rable. 

In the t:'/pes just described the walls were f i l l e d between the nosts 
with cl.ay and grass ( i . e . bonzillees) or with stone ard mortar ( i . e . 
pierrottees) . The former method of f i l l i n g i s common in T.onisiana, where 
Spanish raoss was used, the l a t t e r in Norm.andy. In nearlv ever'/ honse 
these walls slope inward on a l l four sides to p. marked decree. This 
charp-cteristic, noted to be com'-ion also in Canp,da, hps not been exnlained . 

(3) The maison de pisr r e or stone house w-'s brousht from France p.nd-
Ca-'.ada to the Upper '.'ississipiii settlements at an early date. However, 
the type does not seem to have "caught on" in S-ke. Ge:-evieve. The old 
stone house (date unknown) near T i l l Creel-' on what i s now the St. ffery's 
Road raa,y have been ''milt i n the colonial period but i t s character has 
•fceen changed by alte r a t i o n s . 

1. 
Palisadoed houses were used in certain English colonies on our 

AtlP-ntic coast in tho 17th Century, but there seems to be no inter-re
lationship . 

2. 
P a r i s , Archives Coloniales, Cl^^ 0,^^:117-12^-1. •̂. 
"d£ r)oteP~u-̂ .sur s o l l e " was p.ppare^^tly svnonomous with "on col omb" ge" 

and "de belle charpento" freqn.e'-^tly seen in contemnorary -nhrasinp-. 



(U) The maison de pieces sur pieces ( l i t e r a l l y "timbers on timbers") 
or horizontal log house i s not mentioned i n the Ste. Genevieve records, 
though i t ha.s been commonly used i n Canada since early times. 1 Only a 
few small outbuildings seemed to have been b u i l t i n thp.t way. The 
Creole apparently did not l i k e the type. Towp.rds the end of the colonip.l 
period there i s ever increasing mention of the maison en boulins. This 
WP-s apparently the Anglo-American cabin of round, or tinhewn, lop's. 

As to f l o o r plan; there seem to be at least two different types—fhe 
very old arrp.ngement of a single row of rooras end on end , and a. more com
pact scheme two rooras deep. In certain exaraples l i k e the Bolduc house 
the building i s divided into sections which do not communicate by i n t e r i o r 
doors. Small sleeping rooras or cp.binets were once used here but they hpve 
disappeared. The le.anto (appentis) i s frequently mentioned i n the ear"".--
records, but none he.ve survived, unless the stone kitchen of the Bolduc 
house may be considered pn exp.'-Tnle. Porches were found on one, two, 
three or four sides of these buildings. The Bolduc p.nd J . •̂ . Va.li.e hcTS-^s 
retain the best evid.ence of the Dorch comDletely surro^^ndin./' the bn.ilding-. 
These porches varied, i n width from four feet to twice as much. Most of 
them were floored, thotis-h som.e were -̂-ot. 

Above the WP.11S rose the roof frame—p. massive hewn a f f a i r com-nosed 
of Norman trusses arrp.n^ed to suo-nort p. hip roof. Oric-inp.lv these were 
made ver^' steen to shed water from the thp.tching. In this re-^-ion the 
trusses were continued for ŝ me time p.s P. matter of habit p.fter tbatchine; 
was discarded. Xn I'rte tr-'^nsitional examr^les l i k e the Jp.nis-Ziefrler 
house the economv o'f t̂ .e .American roofing sA'̂ stem hp.s g-'',ined. the nv-'er 
hp.nd. and the -oicturesque trusses of Old France h-ave been omitted. 

Excent for a few i n t e r i o r doors D r a c t i c a l l y a l l Frenc^^ i n t e r i o r wood
work, i f there was ever an.y of note, h.-̂s disppneared. Some crude pp.nell-
ing found l y i n g i n the a,ttic of the Bolduc hon.se i s practioallj/' a l l that 
has been noted. Examples of fine French p-'nellin'-^ p.re knc.'.'n in Op.'"'acia 
and. since s k i l l e d joiners were -nresent i n 18th Century Missouri i t i s not 
impossible that sorae of tho more nr=?tentious b\iildings were so decorp.ted 
at one time. Some of the early Ste. Genevieve houses otherwise French in 
cha.racter show Anglo-American mantlepieces p.nd trim such p.s can be :found 
in 18th Century Virginia, buildings. The present town was put UP -after the 
f i r s t Americans h:'d arrived i n the place and their influence ca.n be seen 
in many of the oldest houses. 

1, 
The oldest wooden houses of Canada p.re made of carefull.y hewn or 

sa.wed timbers of heavy diiensions Ifiid h o r i z o n t a l l y and mortised into 
upright timbers p.t the corners. Anoth-r type is dovet-ailed p.t the cor
ners (en Queue_ d'aronde) "Sad'-le notching" p.nd "square cut" notching 
hp.ve not been observed, by the writer i n -iaiebec Province. 

8. 



GIP-SS WP.S probably expensive in Ste. Genevieve during the colonial 
period., since i t had. to be imported from Europe, l-.'or̂ t of the humbler 
houses proba-bl.y used p-'per at the windows p.s i n Canada-- or linen as i n 
Lower Louisip.na. Collet's engrp.ying, "TyT)icp.l Ha.bitation of the I l l i -
noi=' Country", probably sketched by Warin during his v i s i t of 17°*̂  shows 
a sraall house withoiit window s-ash. However, some glp^ss WP.S used, at 'Kas-

-7 

kp-skip, before the founding of Ste. Genevieve- ",nd. mention i s mp.de of 
windcow glass i n St. Louis i n 17̂ 7'''' The ol^'^est record, for Ste. GenevipTre 
is in P. contract for a house for Si'^on Fuberd.e-p.ux in I7 Probp,bly the 
better houses of the v i l l a g e always hp.d glass vsindows. The Guibon.rd 
house s t i l l has tvfo pair of cp.sem.ent windows simil-ar to those of '"p.n'-ria 
p.nd .T,ouisianp.. 

Shutters (contrevents) were often mentioned i n the records P.nd s e v o v l 
examnles of the interesting d^ove-tailed (en queue d'aronde) tyne Imown i n 
France can be seen i n Sta. Genevieve today. The original exterior doom 
of Ste. Genovievs -/vero prob.p,bly so l i d wood "she^^ti^od", well as single 
doors vnth nine glass l i g h t s above p.nd two wooden panels below, P.,S in 
severa.l exp.mples s t i l l to bo found i n the town. Doiible-glazed ("'^rench") 
doors were known to h-ive been usf^d. in ths Torrains-Lisp, House i n St. 
Louis (before 1799)- They -p-re s t i l l common in Louisiana p.nd wers prob,ably 
iised to some extent i n Ste. Genevieve. Intorior doors s=om to hp.ve been 
simply ma.de of "bop.rd and batton" construction. 

Hardwp.re and nai l s wore imported into this region frora an op.rly date. 
Three wrou.ght iron door latches found i n the town show ,a close a f f i n i t y to 
those of 'Q,uebec. Some stra.p hinges are sirailp.r to those of the Atlp.ntic 
Sea-board, but others have characteristic French slippes as the f i s h - t a i l 
end of those on tho "bolduc House kitchen shutterp or tho si-jlit P.nd cm^lod 
decora.tions on thoso from tho old wooden chixrch. While no iron mining 
was done i n Missouri during tho coloni'-'l poriod, iron w-as common enough 
for the generp.l use of nails--spikes, l a t h n a i l s , shinglo n ^ i l s n̂d. oth r 
types being frequently mentioned in the records. 

1. 
Benson, Adolph B., ed. , Peter Kalm.'s Travels in North iimer ica 

CNew York, 1937), Vol.II, n. kbO 
2. 

Letter, Richp.rd Koch of New Orleans to the writer. 

3-
Kaskaskia Manuscripts, Commercial Paners, Vol. I, 172"̂ . 

U. 
STLRA, IV:3:R2n 

5. 
STEGA, Contracts, *^?0. 

6- ' , • ' 
-3ollection of Mr. Vion Papin, Ste. Genevieve. 



Inside the house walls were plastered and whitewashed, but the 
ceilings were le f t open showing the beams and attic flooring. Paint 
was practically unknown and the woodwork was probably l e f t in i t s 
natural state. Heating was effected from fireplaces leading into 
stone chimneys and lighting bv candles. Stoves and lp„mps do not seem 
to have arrived in Missouri u n t i l the end of the Eighteenth Centiu-y, 
when they are mentioned in the St. Louis Archives. 

10. 
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OLD FEENCH-AJ.ERICAI^I EXAiPLES OF 
WROUGHT IRON DOOR LATCHES. 

1. From house demolished 193'̂ » Isle d'Orleans, P.Q. 
C o l l . : C. E. Peterson. 

2. Excavated at Guibourd Rouse, Ste. Genevieve, Mo. 
C o l l . : Jules Valle'. 

3. Ribault House, Ste. Genevieve, Mo. 

U. From Bolduc House, Ste. Genevieve, Mo. 
C o l l . ; Mrs. Obermuellor. 

^. Section of No. U, (Latchbp.r and ke!̂-'T>or missing) 
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CONTRACT FOR BUIIDING THE BOISLEDUC 
HOUSE. 

The following record-'- r e l a t i n g to a. proposed house at Ste, Genevieve 
in 1770 w i l l give the read-^r a gen.^ral idea of such a.rre-^raonts, The i n 
volved, nature of this contract between Boir.leduc tho farmer and •Roulot 
the ca,rpenter rev-eals a ch-^rp.cteristic French love for b.p.rgp.ining. 
Neithor party could write and the argument was sim.nly brought indoors 
where i t was set down by Robinet tho cl.erk noro or loss "s he hoard i t ; 

"Before Monsieur Valle'. Judge .and Notary at Ste. 
Ge.nevieve and his Clork, the undersigned, was present 
Sieur Louis Boisleduc who has agreed to the following; 

"Sieur Louis Boulot contracts to b u i l d for tho 
said Boisleduc a frp.rae house [_ ma i s on sur sollo"| 21 V x 
26' roofed with shingles and with floors and c o i l i n g s 
of dressed cottonwood bo?.rds, the c e i l i n g boa.rds on 
the porch to be whitewashed on one side. Tho remainder 
to be tongue-and-groove 1" thick, the floors ?;ith squaro 
•joints I3-" thick. 

"To be included are tongue-and-groove wooden shutters 
U-g' high and 3-2' wide, the materi-al to be of soasoned wal
nut furnished to the sa-id contractor. There w i l l be three 
windows and two doors 6' high, likewise of walnut (or othor 
wood) the boards tongue-and-groove, l i k e ono which tho s,aid 
Boisleduc w i l l furnish the contractor [as a sp-mplo] . Bois
leduc w i l l also furnish the noccs3a.ry ironwork, thn na.ils 
and propor tools for the construction of tho sa.id house. 

"In addition, tho contrp.ctor w i l l be provided -'ith two 
black or white workers to a s s i s t him, t h e i r board included, 
along with the board p.nd Ip.undry of the contrp.ctor during 
the period of constriaction. 

"The sa.id Boisleduc agrees to have savm p.nd delivered 
the shingles necessary to roof tho sp.id house. 

"The house s h a l l have a gp.lerie U-|' wide, without 
f l o o r , p.ll p.round i t . 

STEGA, Agreoments-Contracts #5, translation by the writer. The 
wording has been s l i g h t l y shortened i n transla.tion, and divisions into 
punctuated sentences and pp.rp.grp.phs kave been introduced. 
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"The s i l l s of the said house as comploted are to bo 
supported on blocks thrc'- foot high unless tha sp.id Bois
leduc decides to have a. masonry foundp.tion, which the 
contractor i s not obliged to build. The said Boisleduc 
w i l l deliver a l l the proper and necessary timber for the 
said house and £for this purposo] w i l l use only one of tho 
mon above mentioned contractor's helpers whilo thn wood is 
being hauled. 

"Tho said house is to be completed according to the 
conditions herein stipula.ted and open to the inspection of 
experts without -argument on the part of either parti'. .A.s 
soon a.s the undertaking is completed the sp.id. Boisleduc 
binds himself to pa.y to the said Sieur Boxilet thn sum of 
350 livres in hard dollars [piastres gourdes] valued at 5 
livres ea.ch, or in bea.ver pelts or deerskins at the current 
rate. Thc said house is to bc ready for delivery September 
30, 1771. 

"The said Boisled.uc will be .ontifod. to tho services 
of these two hired men without intorruntion for the work 
of the farm, that is, during the plp.nting -^nd harvesting 
tirae of French gr-'in and com, p.nd. "Iso for putting UP ha.y. 
This ha.s beon agreed to, in tho customp.nr form. Promising 
& contracting & waiving &. 

"Dono and delivered in the offico, Juno II., 1770, in 
the presence of tho undersigned witnesses, after P. rn-ading, 
.at tho said Sto. Gon-ovievo. Tho s-aid Boulot and 'Roisleduc 
hp.ve st.ated that they know not how to sigi-,. 

"Accepted, examined and countersigned. 

Doguire Vallcf f i l s witness Robinet, Clerk 
to the Judge." 

Valle' 

12. 
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POINTS OF INTEREST IN STE. GENEVIÊ /E 

1. Bequet-Ribault House. 

This sraall structure is of special interest because of i t s peculip,r 
wall construction of cedar posts planted vertically in the ground (known 
locally in the 18th Century as poteaux en terre) which ha.ve s^-'rvived 
u n t i l today. They can be seen by looking over the fence and under the 
south end of the front porch. 

The house originally had plastered walls and porches on a l l four 
sides, an arrangement typical of the colonial house of this region. In 
spite of changes, the house hp,s preserved many interesting details, such 
as the en queue d'aronde shutters pegged with wooden pins. The '--louse WP.S 
recorded in detail for the Historic American Buildings Survey in IQ'̂ ''. 

2. St. Gemme-Araoureaux House. 

Before the gables of this house were added the stn;cture had a steep 
French Canadian hip roof, (in this case a 72° slope on the ends and 52° 
on the sides.) Roofing strips remaining in the attic seem to indicate 
that the struct-ure was originally without porches and was thatched. 
Thatched houses were familiar in this region in the f i r s t half of the 18th 
Century. The original stone chimney top has been changed to brick in 
recent years. 

Across the road from this house l i e the "Big Common Fields" where 
the land is s t i l l farmed in narrow strips running from the bl-uffs to the -
river. It was formeriy enclosed by a common fence maintained by the com
munity. 

3. Misplait House. 

This interesting l i t t l e house, which seems to have come to Basil 
Misplait frora his parents in 180U, shows features ch'^racteristic of the 
early French buildings. Like many of the others the roof '"as hipped. 
Note the batter of the exterior wp,lls, a familiar condition, the purpose 
of which has not been explained. 

In the rear of this house is a stone well (puits) with a tent-
shaped wooden top and windlass. The form seems to be peculiarly French. 

k. Janis-Ziegler House. 

This attrp.ctive old house with its pea,ch-colored wa.lls and> boxwood 
is a transitional structure a.nd does not have the Norman roof trusses to 
he seen in sorae of the older houses. It is said to have heen built in 
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1800 and later used as the "Green Tree Tavern". The signho?>rd nay be 
seen In the Ste. Genevieve Museum. 

The boxwood growing here indicates about tho northern limits of 
i t s range in Missouri. 

5. Francois V a l l ^ House. 

Facing South Gabouri Creek this unpretentious wooden building is 
a l l that is left of the house of Francois V a l l ^ I I . , C i v i l and Military 
Commandant of Ste. Genevieve until his death early in I8OU. In 1811 
the improvements on the lot were; ". . -a large one story dwelling 
house a Kitchen & Stable . . ." (STEGA, Deeds 4,337) • 

The Valle' (original spelling Vallee) family came from Canada. 
Their old stone house at Beauport on the north side of tha St. Lawrence 
below Quebec is s t i l l standing, though many changes have been rteî e in 
la.ter years. Frp-ncois I I . was born in the I l l i n o i s Country in 17*̂ .̂ 
His father, Francois I. (I716-I78I), was for some years coram,andant in ths 
old village. 

6. The Bolduc Ho\xse 

This lp.rge structure is one of the least ch'"''ged of the old French 
houses of Ste. Genevieve. It was the home of To-';.is Bolduc I. u n t i l his 
death in I8I5. Bolduc, a prominent merchant and slp.ve owner, was born 
in the Parish of St. Joa,chim, Canada, December 2''-, 173'̂ * Hiss Zoe i^olduc 
of the sarae fam.ily lives in the north end of the hon.se tod a.y. 

Tradition asserts that the frame of ths house was moved up from the 
old town. If that is the case i t may ho one of the old.est housov. in the 
Mississippi Valley. 

The body of the house i s built in two sections of identical size 
(26'x27'). which are not connected by interior doors. Tho stono kitchen 
on the rear is a picturesque feature. The a.ttic (reo,ched by stp.irway 
from the northeast room) is reran,rkable. The solid log ceiling of the 
south half of the building should be noted, p.s well as the fine large 
Norman trusses supporting the roof. 

This house has been measured in detail by the National Park Service. 
It appe-vrs in a diorama of Sto. Genevieve und^r construction for the 
Jefferson National Expansion Memorial. 

lU. 



7. The MeilleTir House (Old Convent) ( b u i l t about 1815) 

Reno Meilleur, son-in-l?.w of Louis Bolduc, b u i l t this two story 
frame structure f o r a private dwelling. In 1837 (f) i t wp.s bought by 
the Sisters of Loretto for use a.s a convent. Its walls are "nogged" 
with Ijrick. The Flemish bond brick building immediately to the north-
now doing duty a.s a blacksmith shop—is said to have been Meilleur's 
store. 

8. The Wilder H^use. 

The north portion of this house (a.bout 2U»x'̂ l') i s a French frame 
structtire with Anglo-American work evident i n the window trim and. the 
ma-ntnlpiece. ""he house wa.s bought i n 18^0 by the Wilder fp.mily. 

9* The J . B. Valle'^ House. 

This was the house of Jeaji B-aptiste Vall!^ (1760-1??^°). last coram.an-
dant of the d i s t r i c t of Ste. Genevieve. The building is a frame struc
ture on a stone founda.tion ("poteaux stir s o l l e " , l i k e tho Bolduc House). 
It was considerably modified i n the l ^ t h Ce n t u r y — p a r t i c u l a r l y the roof 
and chimneys. The depth of the house suggests that i t ha.d -a low West 
Indies type of hip roof l i k e that of the Pierre Menard House''' (c. 1800) 
across the r i v e r . The heavy tapered beams supporting the second f l o o r 
are of great length* 

The grounds of the house are a t t r a c t i v e l y pla.nted—the formal 
garden north of the house follows an old pattern. 

10. The St. Gerame Beauvais House 

This house seems to have been d e f i n i t e l y i d e n t i f i e d as the boyhood 
homo for severa.l years of Henry Ifarie Brack.^nridge. well known ea.rly 
western writer, who described i t thus; 

"Tho house of M. Beauvais was a long, low huildin.g, 
with a. porch or shed i n front. a.nd a.nothnr i n ths rear; 
the chimney occupied the centre, dividing the house into 
two parts, with each a f i r e p l a c e . One of these served 
for a, dining-room, p-arlor -and p r i n c i p a l •bedroom; the other 
was the kitchen, and. each had a. sma.ll room ta.ken off at 
the end for private chambers or cabinets. There was no 

1. 
Maintainod as an h i s t o r i c house muse\ira by the Stato of I l l i n o i s -

well worth p. v i s i t . 
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l o f t or ga-rret. a pair of s t a i r s being a rare thing 
i n the v i l l a g e . The furniture, exceriting the beds 
a.nd the looking-glass, was of the raost common kind, 
consisting of an armoire, a rough table cr two, and 
sorae co^-rse cha.irs. The ya.rd. ws inclosed with ce-
da.r pickets, eiTht or ten inches in dia.metor, .and 
seven font high, placed upright, shp.rTiened at the 
top, i n the manner of a. stockade f o r t . In front the 
.yard was np.rrow, but in the rop.r quite spa.cious, "nd 
conta.ining the barn and. sta.'i^les, the negro quarters, 
and a l l the necessary offices of P. fa.rm-yard. Boyond. 
this thore was a spacious ga.rden, inclosed with pickets 
in the same ma.nner with the yard. It -.".'p.s indeed a 
garden, i n which the greatest variety p.nd thc finest 
vegeta.bles vrere c i i l t i v a t e d , intermingled with flo'-'ers 
and shrubs; on one side of i t thore was a. small orchp.rd 
containing a vp.riety of the choicest f r v i i t s . Tho sub
s t a n t i a l a.nd perma.nent ch-ra.ctor of these inclosures is 
in singular contrast with tho sl i g h t and temporp.ry 
fences and palings of the Americans. The house was a 
ponderous wooden fra,me, v/hich, instead of being "'cth-r- ^ 
boarded, wa.s f i l l e d i n with cla.y, and then white""'shed . . ." 

The house o r i g i n a l l y extended farther to the north. The construc
tion of the old pp.rt is of poteaux en terre with a log c e i l i n g . The 
rear wing i s modem, and the roof has bean changed. 

11. Phillipson-Valid' House . 

This pretty l i t t l e stone house seems to have been b u i l t between 
1818 and 182U, when the property '.vas o'.'vned by Jacob P h i l l i p s o n . In the 
l a t t e r year i t was sold to J . B. Valle'. It wa.s measured in 193^ ^7 the 
His t o r i c American Buildings Survey. 

The lines of th i s striicture, with i t s modillion and de n t i l cornice 
are probably p.s attrp.ctive as can be fnund i n any small iimeric^n house. 
The general effect suggests Ma.ryland or V i r g i n i " . Tho ston-o which once 
gave access to the front door '̂a.s removed sorae years a-go and replaced by 
tho present recessed doorway. 

12. "Mammy Sha-v/ House" . 

This house is of uncertp.in o r i g i n , but seemingly i t i s one of the 
older specimens i n tho tmm. The woodwork appears to bc inglo-American. 

^'Brackenridge, H. M., Recollections of Persons and_ Places i n The 
West (Philadelphia, 1868). r . 21. 
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The lp,rgc double i n t e r i o r doors are said to ha.ve como from -a steambop.t 
wrecked on the Mi s s i s s i p p i River. 

The name given this house is that of the y/ido',v of Dr. Sha.w. It is. 
used a.s a painter's studio at the present tire. 

13. "Indian Trading Post". 

This l i t t l e stone building is often referred to a.s an "Indian tr.ad-
ing post", although no a.uthority i s known for the idea.. I t was me-as\ired 
for the His t o r i c Americaji Buildings Survey i n 193^« 

Ik . Rozier Bank 

In the winter of 1810-11 John James Audubon, the famous n a t u r a l i s t -
a r t i s t , came to Ste. (Jenevieve with Ferdinand Rozier frora Henderson, 
Kentucky. They ha.d known each other as midshipmen in tho French na.vy and 
ha.d been in pa.rtnership for nine yep.rs i n .A.mi0rica. Audubon did not l i k e 
Ste. Genevieve p.nd returned to Kentucky soon pftori^-ards. Rozier staved 
to found a fortune. 

This stone build.ing has beon the seat of -a private bank for many 
years. 

1'5. Senator Linn House . . 

Home of Dr. Lo'.7is F. Linn, a, Kentucky physician, '.-'ho ca-̂ e to Ste. 
Genevieve i n I8I5. He served a.s United St,ates Son,ator from 1833 u n t i l 
his death i n I8U3 . 

16. Dufour H^use. 

This house sta.nds on ground confirmed to "Parfa.it" Dufour a.fter 
the change frora the Spajiish to the American Gcvomraent. In 1789 "Du
four owned a 10'xl5' house of poteaux en torre d i f f e r i n g from this 
structure both i n size a.nd type of construction.''-

17. Museum. 

This i n s t i t u t i o n was opened i n 1935 connection with the Bicen
tennial of Ste. Genevieve's founding. I t contains a c o l l e c t i o n of i n 
teresting objects—mostly post-colonial—and a l i b r a r y . Certain publi
cations, including postcards, are a.vailable here. Admission ten cents. 

1. 
STEGA, Estates #97, 
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IS. Price Brick Building. 

1 
John P r i c e , a Kentuckisn, was one of the f i r s t enterprising Ameri

cans in Ste. Genevieve. With hic brother Andrew he was eng-aged i n trade 
with L o u i s v i l l e and Frp.nkfort i n 17^8.^ In the same vea.r he was gr-anted 
0, license to run the Ste. Genevieve-Ka.skaskia ferr y for s i x years.^ 

Price owned and probably b u i l t t h i s brick structure, v/hich he l e s t 
at a Sheriff's sale i n 1S06. It i s early architectural evidence of the 
Anglo-American migration to Missouri. Brick '.̂ ere not used in the early 
French tems north of New Madrid for stone '^s eas i l y ava.ilable and 
answered the same needs. Farther down the r i v e r where stona r/as scarce, 
as i n Louisiana, brick h-ad been ma.de from the e a r l i e s t da.ys. 

The fat handraojde brick of this building a.re la.id up in Flemish 
bond as i n buildings of the A t l a n t i c Seabo"rd and Kentucky. The presence 
of smp-ller brick i n common bond at the gables may indicate that the 
structure once ha.d. a hipped roof. The cornice i s simil-^r to that of the 
P h i l l i p s o n - V a l l ^ house. 

19. The Church of Sto. Genevieve. 

The f i r s t church i n the old v i l l a g e S'oo-̂ s to h"ve been b u i l t 
about 1752. Two grants of lp.nd made i n tha.t vear require the gra.ntees 
to f e l l timbers for i t s construction. Nothing i s imo?/n of i t s a.ppear-
ance. .̂ s early a-s 1778 a new church '.•yp.s under considera.tion p.nd i n the 
1783 inventorv of Fra-ncois V.all^'s estate i s mentioned a lo t sat p.side 
for i t s construction. But the old church continued i n use u n t i l 17°'-'-. 
Tradition sp.ys tha.t the structure wp.s m^ved bod.ily to the new s i t e at 
that time. 

Zenon Trudoau. "Captain of the Louisia.na Regiment â'̂d Conm--.nd.ing 
Officer of the Western Part of the I l l i n o i s Country" and Father St. 
Pierre ha.d held a, mooting of tho ci t i z e n s 'in Snntnmber 7» 17°^ to con
sider the loca.tion and construction of a church i n tho row town as well 
as a. cha,pel at New Bonorbon. ' The Messrs. LacKancc, Pra.tte and Bolduc 
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were selected as the executive committee by majority vote. Apparently 
there was dissention regarding the a,rrangement since i t beca.me necessary 
for Trudeau i n the following year to o f f i c i a l l y s e t t l e the choice of the 
s i t e and warn any objectors that they would be immediately sent down to 
New Orleans at thei r own expense i f they did not contribute th e i r assessed 
share of the expenses of construction cost.-' The new building was b u i l t 
i n the new town. 

The means of constru.ction i s described i n two a f f i d a v i t s f i l e d i n 
connection with a lawsuit now in the Archives. Jean Baptiste Bequet 
furnished f o r Augustin Bertau his share consisting of 200 shinglesj 2^ 
laths, 2 planks 6'2" long, d i t t o 3' long, four davg of labor (corve) 
and one load of stone. Also mentioned i s that he put houzi].lp.ge batwoen 
posts pjid set the planks l i s t e d . One Gravel""e stated that he had fwr^.-
ished three posts. 108 shingles, a 10' plank,,..,a ^' plank, a 10' board, 
a half load of stone and three d.ays of l a b o r . I f the old structure w.a.s 
actually moved to tbe new s i t e i t must ha.ve beon extensivelv repaired, or 
enla,.rged. 

In tirae the wooden churc'^ was r3"r')laced by one of stone, bogi.in. i n 
I83I and consecrated i n 18'̂ 7'-̂  This i n turn gave v/ay to the a.ttraqtive 
Victorian Gothic brick structixre begiin i n 1''76 and dedicated i n 1880. 
This, the present church, i s the fourth to serve the parish of Sto. 
Genevieve 

20. Pratte Warehouses. 

These old stone warehouses now standing on the .grounds of the 
Sisters of St. Joso-ph are said to have belonged to Joseph Pratte, a 
merchant of Ste. Genevieve, who owned this property a.t p.n earlv date. 

21. Gregoire House. 

This large brick house—the second oc-ovipied by the Gregoire family--
shows Greek Revival influence. The P r i c a - V i l l or-Gregoire house b u i l t 
about 1799 stood immediately to the north. I t w&s d^emolished'some forty 
years ago. 
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22. Guibourd House. 

Jacques Guibourd, a slave holder of Santo Domingo, came to Ste. 
Genevieve at the end of the Eighteenth Centurv. In 179^ '̂'S granted 
the land on which the present house stands. The concession ma.kos no 
mention of a house on the proporty a.t the time. 

The house hp.s been put i n excellent condition by the present owner. 
Among the raost interesting features of this house are the frp-ijiing nf tho 
a t t i c a-nd the two pp.irs of origina.l French casement wind.o',vs on the f i r s t 
f l o o r . A brick kitchen of l a t e r date may be seen i n tVie roar. 

23 . Old Burving Grou'-'d • 

Many of the proraine.nt ea.rly s e t t l e r s of Sto. Ge.nevieve are biiried 
here. Mgr. Charles Louis V.an Tourenhout l i s t s the following; "Coraraa.n-
dant Jean Baptiste Valle', F e l i x and Odile Pratte •"'p.lld', Jacoues Guibourd, 
Senator Louis Linn, Ferdinand Rozier, Henry Janis, v i t a l Bauvais or Beau
vais, Auguste St. Gemme, Famille l a Gra.ve, Neroe Valle'and Agla,ce'Chou
teau, H i l a i r e Le Compte, Joh.n Bogg. J . B. 3. Pratte. Chp.rles Hypolitte 
Gregoire, Marie La Porte, Colonel Fra~ncois Valle'', Marie "^'illars and 
Walter Fenwick." 

The work, of preserving this old cemetery was imdertp.ken about 1931 
by the American Legion Meraoria.l Park Associa.tion i n preparation f o r the 
Ste. Genevieve 3i-Centennial celebration. Popular su1;scription began 
the y/ork, which i s now carried on by a special tax. Mr. Henry I-. Rozier 
i s Preside' t of the Association. 

2k. The Ste. Genevieve Acp.deray. 

In I8O7 a. secondary school w.as organized by a. bo-".rd of ci t i z e n s and 
in the follo'"ing year i t received a ch-^^rter frora the merritnry of Louis
iana.. The existing stnne build.ing. i n Anglo-Araerican style, w.as b u i l t 
for i t on a. h i l l back of the town about 1810. "-.fter a checkered career 
the .AiCp.demy cep.sed to exist as -a school during the War botween the 
States.1 
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UNITED STATES 

D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E INTERIOR 

NATIONAL P A R K SERVICE 
J E F F E R S O N N A T I O N A L EJCPANSION M E M O R I A L _ „ 

S T . L O U I S , M I S S O U R I 

'JUL 1-1933 June 28, 19.'59. 

Memorandum for the Director: 

Attention: Branch of Histories Sites. 

Snolosed for the files of tha Historic Sites Survey 

is a oopy of A Guide to Ste. Genevieve, with Notes on 

Its Architecture. This brochure was prepared by Mr. Peterson, 

chief arohiteot of this offioe, on the basis of considerable 

detailed study of the history and architect\ire of this 

interesting old town. It should be of great assistance 

in evaluating this site under the Survey. 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

Thomas M. Pitkin, 
Research Technician. 

Enclosure 1138410 
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tmMnintis * mmg mi A ĝ tde to stm* Qwvlevei witn 
Wmtmm m m AliMlwtai* pr»s«r<id fcf Ckinf Ar»lil«««t 

Tlilt broeliare is as extrMMly vmluAble eo» trlbu* 
tion to tlw IilstoFr nni urelti%*etars -if tMs btstorU 
tmi* It vl l l %m very hslpful to ns in mr mtoAy mt 
dgltMHath century trmmh slta«, «b« tMM î iieti «11X ^ 
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