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AN ACT TO PERMIT THE LEASING OF HISTORICAL PROPERTIES 
OWNED BY THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE FOR ADAPTIVE OR 
OTHER APPROPRIATE USE. 

Be i t enacted by the Senate and House of Representat ives of the 
United S ta tes of America in Congress assembled, that Congress finds 
and declares : 

The Sec re t a ry of the Inter ior is authorized to permit bui ldings or 
land of his tor ical or archi tectural significance, owned by the National 
Park Serv ice , to b e leased to pr iva te part ies for certain appropr ia te 
u s e s , including adaptive u se , subject to controls protect ing the i r 
historical and archi tec tura l in tegr i ty . 

Pr iv i leges , l eases , and permits granted by the Secretary of the 
In te r io r for t h e use of s t ruc tures or land of historical or a rcheo-
logical significance, owned by the National Park Service, p u r s u a n t 
to the provis ions of this Act may provide for the maintenance and 
repa i r of such s t r u c t u r e s or land by the grantee notwithstanding the 
provis ions of the Act of June 30, 1932 (47 Sta t . 41, 40 U . S . C . 303b) 
or any o ther provision of law. Any moneys derived from the 
ren ta l s of such p rope r t i e s , or for services provided by the National 
Park Service in connection therewith, shall be retained by the Park 
in which the p r o p e r t y is located in a specially designated account to 
be used for historical preservat ion purposes and the costs associated 
with the administration of both the leases and the preserva t ion 
act iv i t ies . These funds would be expended according to the follow­
ing pr ior i t ies : 

1 . for the long- term maintenance or restoration of the leased p r o p ­
e r t y or for work relat ing to i ts adaptive r e - u s e . 

2 . for the long- term maintenance or restoration of adjacent or 
associated historical propert ies within the Park boundar ies . 

3 . for t he long- term maintenance or restoration of other historical 
p rope r t i e s within the Park boundar ies . 

Should the moneys generated by the rents be more than is requ i red 
for preserva t ion purposes within a Park , the surplus will be placed 
in a separa te account to be used for long-term maintenance or 
res torat ion of historical propert ies within the appropriate National 
Park Service region . 

Moneys placed in these accounts must be used or budgeted for use 
on a cyclic basis within a period of five years from the date of 
deposit or be r e tu rned to the Central Treasury at the end of the 
fiscal year in which that period ends . 



As used in this act: 

1. the term "historical property" means property eligible for inclu­
sion in the National Register of Historic Places. 

2. the terra "park" means a field unit of the National Park Service. 
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I t is estimated from the List of Classified S t ruc tu res that the National 

Park Service cu r r en t ly has over 4000 habitable s tanding 

historic bui ldings of National Register calibre under i t s jur i sd ic t ion . 

Of t he se , approximately 1000 are used for in terpret ive p u r p o s e s . 

These are s t r u c t u r e s having a direct association with the primary 

purpose or theme of the p a r k . Most of the remainder a re s t r u c t u r e s 

of secondary or t e r t i a ry significance. The majority of these have for 

the most p a r t , e i ther been acquired in the process of land acquisition 

for newly authorized p a r k s such as at Gateway or Golden Gate, or 

a re s t r u c t u r e s initially created to serve park or visitor uses and 

which, with the perspec t ive of time, have come to be viewed as having 

his tor ical , a rch i tec tura l or scientific significance of their own. 

Of the 3000 or so non-interpret ive historic s t r u c t u r e s , about one-half 

s e rve ut i l i tar ian pu rposes , ei ther by continuing in their original 

function, or b y v i r tue of their having been adapted to other u s e s . 

This leaves approximately 1500 historic buildings which cur ren t ly 

se rve no useful p u r p o s e . These s t ruc tu res are all on t he National 

Register of Historic Places, or are at least potentially eligible for 

inclusion t h e r e o n . T h u s , they all come under the provisions of the 

National Historic Preservat ion Act of 1966 and Executive Order 11593, 

and consequent ly, t h e National Park Service is obligated to manage 

them. There a r e , of course , provisions within these laws for 



the removal of proper t ies from the National Register and s u b s e ­

quent demolition or o ther form of disposal, but such actions must be 

thoroughly justified and must receive the approval of both the app ro ­

pr ia te State Historic Preservation Office and the Advisory Council on 

Historic Preserva t ion . As a practical matter, these s t ruc tu re s are on 

the National Regis ter because they have been determined to be 

historically or archi tectural ly significant by both state and federal 

officials. Hence, they have been deemed worthy of preserva t ion , 

and any approval for disposal of historic propert ies is apt to be 

contingent on having thoroughly exhausted all other a l te rna t ives . 

I t is the contention of many within the preservation community that 

the National Park Service has not exhausted all of its al ternat ives and 

tha t as a consequence, many historic resources within i t s jur isdict ion, 

par t icular ly those that are unoccupied or under-ut i l ized, a re being 

subjected to de facto destruct ion through deterioration and neglect. 

Such s t r u c t u r e s r ep resen t a liability to the National Park Service, not 

only in tha t they const i tute f i re , safety and securi ty haza rds by 

being unoccupied, bu t also in that they drain money and manpower, 

a lready in scarce supply , from those historic resources that are being 

util ized. Fur thermore , an unoccupied building deteriorates more 

rapidly than one that is occupied, thereby requiring more than i ts 

share of attention and money while re turning little in utilitarian or 

in terpre t ive va lue . In actual fact, funding and manpower constraints 

are such tha t many s t ruc tu r e s of primary significance do not receive 

the full measure of care they deserve . Under-utilized resources often 
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