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Kansa Chief Wa-shiin-gah, c. 1902

Artifacts found in the Flint Hills

region date the human presence
in the area to over 10,000 years
ago. By the time of contact
with European explorers in
the mid-1500s, the Pawnee,
Wichita, Osage, and Kansa had
already established flourishing
grassland cultures, becoming
quite familiar with the tallgrass
prairie and the ways necessary
to succeed on it. Many of these
adaptations would influence
incoming American settlers, as
well as present-day Flint Hills
residents, helping to establish
living connections to the past.

The Kansa As westward expansion continued across
North America, the Kansa, Kaw, or "People
of the Southwind" had already established
themselves in what would later become

the state of Kansas. Earlier treaties with

the United States, the Kansa, and other

tribes enabled passage of the Santa Fe Trail,
increasing travel and settlement. As a result,
the Kaw were removed to reservation lands

near Council Grove, KS in 1847. Less than
30 years later, over the objections of Kansa
Chief AMe-ga-wa-ho, the Kansa were
removed from Kansas to what would later

become the state of Oklahoma, where they
live today as the Kaw Nation of Oklahoma.
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Sharing the Land The Flint Hills were at one time a

communal bison hunting ground for the
Pawnee, Osage, Wichita, and Kansa, who
knew that the area was good grazing ground
for bison. Using the abundant flint, or chert,
found close to the surface, arrowheads and

other tools could be made by knapping the
stone, striking it to form sharp edges on the
resulting pieces.
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