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Sertirm 0f the N1/rib Dakota Ba:/lands where, as a ram"/Jer, '1'/Jew/are Roasere/I /earned rst-/laud nj
lbe needfor c0r1.terzi'ing //ur natural res////rces

Mississippi \\’est. His activity here began
THE()l)ORE ROOSEvELTlS Cmlurlng in September I883, when he came to the
C0nrI‘il>llfi<\5 E0 fhi‘ C0n$<3rV11tlOn (If our Little Missouri region to hunthullalo. At
Cmlmryis n*l“'ml rcwurccs fm Public heme‘ that time he also arranged to go into the
t are commemorated by this park. In this (Mac buSim.SS_ The Contmct Whcrcbv hc

r¢.%l"" on thc Dillmm frontier he Slurcd became owner of the Maltese Cross hrand
Wltll l‘l‘mCCr5 Cxllcrlcnws which hélpcd was dated at St. Paul, on September 27,
him understand the problems of the West 1883_ Thc Mahcsc Cross, or Chimney
and made him popular with its citizens. Butte, Ranch Was ahout 7 miles south of
Here also, he gained lirst—h;1nd knowledge MC£]()r;1_

of the exhaustihility Of natural resources p. _~ . 1crsona tragedy was partly responsible
and the need for measures to reduce wan- for the Cxtcnsion of RU0SCvC]['S ranching
ton waste occasioned by indiscriminate Op“-am,nS_ Bmh his mmhcr and Wifc
exploitation of the perishable assets ofour 5uddL.n]y pasta] “Way in pL.b1-nary 1884,

puhlie lands for immediate, private, or when he was Ll youth of 25 Scrving his

s¢CIi<>1141l§J1li11- third term in the New York Assembly.
Tl1~‘0sl<>F¢ R"<>>"¢\'¢lf Nilfiolllll Mclllofiill Thereafter he abandoned his political pur-

Pllrk W415 ¢>'Illl‘ll>‘lI°@l ll" “Ct Uf C‘mJ~§r°55» suits temporarily. Ranching in the wild
Alwll 25> 1947~ A5 CXt‘~*n1lC*l by 11¢“ beauty of the Badlands allorded him the
approved in June 1948, it COf1Si5f$ Of opportunity torealize hishoyhood dreams
65553419 HCFCS Of fC1l¢‘1'11ll)' 0W11¢\l lllml in of living the free life of pioneer hunters,
thrcc sclmmtc unltsponc “Car Mc“l‘)r3, sleeping underthestars,ohsctving the wild
1"<)YlI¢1' W111‘ wzltml Cl‘)? and th¢ Elk‘ animals, and dealing with pioneers and
11°F" R11"<lI “(C about mldV”'aY between sharing their experiences in the opening of
the [W0 1119118 thc Llrtlc Ml55"“1'iRlV°Y~ a new settlement. ()n returning to the

HISTORY Badlands in June I884, and nding that his
herds had well withstood the winter,

No OTHER President of the United States Roosevelt sought a location for a ranch of
has hcen so closely linked with the his own. The land was not yet surveyed,
Dakotas as was Theodore Roosevelt when and so, like most of his fellow ranchers, he
he shared the pioneer life of the Trans- had little opportunity to make legal record



of his property, and no records have been Stockgrowers' Association, with which
found to show that he ever acquired a title they were alliliated.
to the area. This was a site some 35 miles When Theodore Roosevelt rst came to
north of Medora. In a clump of cotton- the Badlands, the region was remote from
woods, on the bank of the Little Missouri, the law and, like similar frontier coin-
he developed his home ranch which was miinities, saw some display of “gun law."
called the Llkhorn because of a pair of He helped demonstrate the practicability,
locked antlers found nearby. even then, of using the regular courts. At

Here, in the fall and winter of 1884 85, much personal elfort, he overtook three
was constructed a cabin of hewn logs, thieves who stole his boat and brought
made from the cottonwoods in the grove them to justice before the regular courts.
where it was situated. During 1885, other As orator on a Fourth of _]uly program at
buildings were erected, including stables the new town of Dickinson in 1886, he
and corrals. His ranch buildings were boldly told the settlers about their duties
possibly typical of those of other home
ranches, but his cabin probably afforded T/M"/"r" R””S‘)""l"J B”"”/‘Y
more eoiuforts than did most homes on the CHXMNEY “U1-1-E RANGL
range. A large replace, private room,
small bookshelf, and rocking chair offered P. 0. address,

. . . .. . . _ . Litll» Missouri,the young statesman, turned rancher, D: T_ Rang‘?

opportunities for writing and reading. §"r§1f,l‘sl“:S:{;;
The latter was a pleasure which he did not °' ""l“‘-‘d~

as iii cut
neglect even when on the hunt and the left

. lp and
roiind—up. Much of his l.zfe r/f Tlmmm" Hart right
[Sex//rm and some other articles were written
While at the l§ll<horn. More important for down cut rlc\\'l8P~

_ .Horse brand, on lei! hip.

side, bulh or
c-ithwr, and

the sake of his literary work, however,
were the experiences and observations
which he later drew on when writing The . l

ll/i/2/zjzzg of Ilia ll/ext. ELKIIUKN “/\l\\'ll-
Th . 1 . R .. _][ , ,, _ <

Till-l(\I)Ul(l‘} l{U<).\‘l-I\'ljl_T, l'I‘\_Y|)ll'e‘lUI’.
eoeore ooseve a so was intetestee SEA “Au, (Q Dow‘ M,m,m_|__\__

in the actual operations of ranching. He
participated not only in the supervision of

-. , , . ' , , l'.O.ad<1i't\ss, Iithis own ranch but in the hard \\ orl\ of the W. M,Ssm,,.,_ I, (,3

V. i ,' . ‘ <_ . llniige. !.iti|i- Mis-rouiid up. He thus gained rst hand ,,_m|_|' [wL_“H_nH
knowledge of the Work and play of the "“'“" "Ml" "f "ml-

* road.
cowboys as well as the cattle owners. He
boasted no great ability as a rider or a

roper or even as a iiiarksman, but he dis-
played his ability at leadership in suc— °',"1l;"
cessfully organizing a local stocl<men's \'<‘lI‘-;f*l-W

association. His fellow ranchers showed mi iiiiii i-i
their conlidence in him by electing him pie“ ‘Q Gum‘

president of the Little Missouri River
Stock Association and by having him rep-

rcscnt thcln at 111@¢ti11g5 of the l\/Iontana (CU|4T!ffy‘1'/l2"(1!1l7Y—;‘k11OH’1)t‘fl(fl),/(Lil!-llfl,II1T;U(H'r](i'U”I'Qi' Lfmry)



and obligations as citizens as well as of Roosevelt's contemporaries there, the best

their privileges under our Republic. known and most colorful was the French

If Roosevelt's Dakota ranching venture nobleman, the Marquis dc Mores. Finan-

caused him economic loss, he appears never cial means at his disposal enabled him to

to have regretted this. His knowledge of launch different industrial ventures. His
people of the West, as a result of sharing scheme for direct marketing of meats to the

their life, helped him understand their city table failed, but in Medora, which he

problems and won him popularity among founded early in 1883, are several structures

them. The well-known military organiza- which date back to the Marquis' promo-

tion, the “Rough Riders," was an out- tion of the town. Most interesting is his

growth of Roosevelt's experience in the country home, or “chateau," which is now
Badlands. The fame resulting from its a State historic site, where visitors can see

exploits during the Spanish-American War the furnishings used by the Frenchman.
was important in his rise to the governor- Here Roosevelt paid occasional social calls

ship of New York, the \'ice Presidency, and enioyed discussions about horseman-

and later the Presidency of the United ship with the Marquis.
States. In I918 he wrote, “I have always
said I never would have been President if GEOLOGY
it had not been for my experiences in North
Dakota." Tnnonomc R(>()Sl£\'ELT National Memorial

He lived in the Little Missouri Bacl~ Park is an area of great scenic appeal. In
lands when it was one of the last represen- contrast to the flat plains to the east are

tations of the many successive frontiers the conical hills, buttes, and tablelands
which pioneers had established in settling found along the Little l\/lissouri River. The
America. He saw a section of the wild sands, shales, and clays are gray, blue, bull,
West tamed when the tealilzltion was and yellow. Interspersed with these pastel
grmving that the country's great natural shades are black coal beds and thin red and
f¢5(>U1'C@$ WCFC 110! lll@Xl'111115Iil7l¢* " Ehilt brown bands of iron-stained sand and clay.
even the free grass of the extensive ranges The red baked shales add brilliance to the
on the public domain and its once abundant scene.
wildlife would vanish if not protected The origin of the surface rocks, known
from selfish and wasteful exploitation. as the Fort Union formation, goes back

In the book R/m.rez»e/1‘ in I/w B./IL!/u'lId.f, millions of years to the dawn of the Ceno-
Herinann Hagedorn has given a full and zoic era. At that time streams originating
interesting account of this chapter of the in the newly uplifted Rocky Mountains
future President's life. He has pointed out flowed eastward and deposited their load of
Roosevelt's own appreciation for the in- sediments in broad lagoons, lakes, and
tangible returns from his Dakota exper- deltas. The rock thus produced was later
iences. It was an idyllic life he led and uplifted and is now found over a large part
shared with hunters, ranchers, cowboys, of western North Dakota and eastern
and pioneers, whose virtues he adored and Montana. Climatic conditions were such
whose faults he forgave. Here, he said, thata luxurious vegetation flourished. The
“the romance of my life began." accumulation of forest debris in the

The lure of profits attributed to the open lagoons and swamps often attained con-
range cattle industry attracted several siderable thickness and when later cov-
notable characters to this region. Of cred by sediments was converted into coal.



The type of coal found in the park is the trunks of the trees, some erect but con-
soft variety known as lignite. verted to solid rock. Some of the trees

There are several beds of coal varying in were veritable forest giants several feet in
thickness from about an inch to more than diameter. Numbers of these still exist in
7I'eet. There is also considerable variation place, but most have fallen and have been
in purity and texture. Some beds appear broken into fragments.
to be of fair quality, but most of them are Much of the area is overlaid by a hard,
thin and interlaid with bands of sand and reddish, bricklike rock known locally as
clay. When exposed to the air, the coal "scoria." lt is abundant in the park and
slakes and breaks into small fragments. surrounding country. The origin of the
l_4i§_:l]Ttk: coal has a coarse, woody texture, scoria is an interesting segment of earth
and in much of it the outlines ofleaves and history. lt is believed the exposed coal
flattened branches can be readily seen. beds became ignited by lightning, chem-

l\/[any trees of the Cenozoic era are found ical reaction, or possibly prairie res. The
in isolated sections and were buried in a heat generated by the burning coal baked
standing position. Mineral-laden waters the overlying elay in[() a natural brick,
seeping through the Woody structure cou— This, of course, is more resistant to erosion
vetted it into Stone zlml prOnluCCnl Wllzlf ls‘ than the surrounding clays and shales and
commonly l<11oWH 11$ petrilittl Wood olliers protection against the beating rains.
Later, erosional processes carried away the Many buttes and spires are capped by
covering of sediments and exposed the masses of this red, bricklike material
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Tnuiuc are many groves of cottonwoods
along moist river bottoms. Three species

of juniper, ash, and elm grow here. Sage-

brush is abundant. Other shrubs include
sumac, common choltecherry, wolfberry,
American plum, dogwood, bulfaloberry,
wildrose, and currant. Yucca and cactus
are found.

Wild llowers are abundant in the spring
and early summer. Some varieties persist
through the summer and Tall months. The
more common llowers are the pasquellower,
larkspur, arnica, cowparsnip, sunflower,
bluebell, goldenrod, aster, and phlox.

‘ WILDLIFE

W1Ln1.1i=1a, once abundant, has become
scarce, some species like the Audubon
bighorn sheep even having been elimi-
nated. Here, the rich grasslands and
Wooded gulches once furnished ample



food for thousands of bison, mountain Wrens, orioles, and other common species

sheep, elk, mule and whitetail deer, and are frequently observed.

antelope. The grizzly bear and wolf were

also present. Within the past 75 years, ADMIN]STRA-l~ION__LOCA1-ION
practically all but the deer have passed

from the scene. Antelope have been intro- A SUl'l£RINTliNI)liN’l‘ is in immediate charge
duced and within certain limitations the of the park. Address all inquiries to
original fauna Will be restored. Superintendellt, Theodore Roosevelt Na-

Smaller animals are found in abundance. tional Memorial Park, l\/ledora, N. Dak.

Among the more common are poreupines, Park headquarters are located at Peaceful

chipmunks, prairie dogs, coyotes, badgers, Valley Ranch, 6 miles from Medora, over

beaver, wildcats, cottontails, and jack a surfaced road which joins United States

rabbits. The short-nosed horned lizards, Highway No. IO. Medora is on the main

known as horned "toads," are harmless lineofthe Northern PacilieRailroad. This
reptiles found in the park. The pugna- is theonly railroad with direct connections

cious blacl<—footed ferret, once the scourge to l\/ledora. The nearest transcontinental
of the prairie dog, is very rare. Bull- airelds are located at Bismarclc, N. Dal<.,

snakes, blue racers, and prairie rattlesnakes and Miles City, Mont.
are native to the park; the latter is the only The most popular means of transporta-

venomous type, but the admonition of tion is by automobile. United States

“ Look where you step" should be heeded. Highways Nos. 1O and 2 are suggested for

Also, one should not put his hands on east-west travelers. United States High-
ledges of rock or in crevices. way No. 83, the nearest north-south high-

The park is rich in bird life. Hawks, way, intersects Route JO, 18 miles east of
ialcons, eagles, owls, woodpeckers, flicl<- l\/ledora, and Route Z, near Williston.
ers, sparrows, larks, swallows, buntings, Secondary roads may be impassable after

’1)1'rmm1a—</Illtelope in the Y\[/n"!/J '1)./zk///.4 ‘B/1:/la/Ir/s
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prolonged rains. Visitors should inquire The use of rearms is prohibited.
locall concernin road conditions at such Be careful with lire. Build lires onl ' inY c )
times. designated places. Do not throw burning

tobacco from moving vehicles or horse-
Public S£,,.”'ceSf,”, Visitors hack. Be sure all lires are extinguished

before leaving them.
PICNIC Alums and czlmpgrounds are avail- Visitors are requested to refrain from ino-
zlhlc ill Ills‘ Pélfli. hill Illtft 1111‘ 110 E0uri$E lesting wildlife in any manner. Remem-
Chill OF mcill $¢fViC@$- H<>I@15, Rum ber, animals can take care of themselves
camps, restaurants, and garages are located be-mgr if not pampered by human beings.
ill nearby CitiCS élllkl Vi1l&gC5- In order to perpetuate the natural con-

dition of the park, flowers, shrubs, and
HELP Us PROTECT THE PARK trees should not be disturbed or wild

animals or birds harmed or frightened;
REGULATIONS are in force for the primary signs, structures, and natural features must
purpose of preserving the area in as near a not be marred or defaced; and specimens
natural condition as possible. All uses of any kind cannot be collected.
and practices inconsistent with this pur- Please help to keep the area clean. Do
pose are discouraged. Visitors are re- not throw papers, rubbish, or garbage
quested to assist the administration by about. Place it in containers specilied for
observing the following: that purpose.

T/)6 [\l¢z/1'/znal Park S]J"l€7Il, of whit/9 Theodore Ru//.rez»c/r N11/1'/ma! /\/le/////r/}z/ Park ii 4 /mir,
i.r dwlicaled I/1 the c/122.i"er1/alian of /11/1erica'J' remit, .i'cic)2li][c, um! [1/Ir/r1r1'c

/Jeri/age for t/ae benefil and en/0);;/enz‘ of //ie pa//[2/v

Carer: Theodore Roosevelt on the Round—up 1885 (From Kr;/1_rez»c/I in /be 13¢”!/m1d.i,

Copyright 1921, Hermann Hagedorn, Houghton l\/liillin (,o., Publisher.)

fax! €r1!r.1/Ire in ‘Theo:/are Rn/;sez'z'l! Nulirmal .)Iem//riu/ ‘Park
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