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An Introduction to the Running Waters Project 
 
 

This project was initiated by Chieftains Museum in 2005 as part of 
the process for Running Waters being included on the Trail of Tears 
National Historic Trail as a National Park Service Certified Site. The goal 
of the project was to document the history of Running Waters and to 
provide a context for the site to aid in its future interpretation. As the 
original historian assigned to the project, Carey Tilley, stated in his initial 
proposal, “It is the intention of this project to provide the National Park 
Service with a better understanding of Running Waters and its physical 
relation to John Ridge and The Trail of Tears.” Tilley left the project in 
mid-2006 when he accepted a new position in Oklahoma as executive 
director of the Cherokee Heritage Center in Park Hill. Georgia Trail of 
Tears Association Vice-President W. Jeff Bishop then took over and 
completed the project, at the request of Chieftains Museum in Rome. The 
research was funded through Challenge Cost Share Agreement between 
the NPS and Chieftains Museum. 
 

In completing this project, extensive use was made of the 
following resources: 
 
�   Family papers kept by the Rush family in Shannon. Thad Rush 
graciously allowed full access to these papers and diaries.  
 
��The papers of the American Board of Commissioners For Foreign 
Missions (ABCFM), on microfilm at the University of Western Carolina 
Florida in Cullowhee, NC. 
 
��Thurman Wilkins’ Cherokee Tragedy: The Ridge Family and the 
Decimation of a People. 
 
�� Edward E. Dale’s and Gaston Litton’s Cherokee Cavaliers.  
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��T. L. Castelow’s 2005 dissertation, Behold Me and This Great 
Babylon I Have Built: The Life and Work of Sophia Sawyer, 19th Century 
Missionary and Teacher Among the Cherokees, from Florida State 
University.  
 
�   The GALILEO Project, “Georgia’s Virtual Library,” an initiative of 
the University System of Georgia (www.galileo.usg.edu).  
 
�   The libraries of the University of West Georgia in Carrollton, GA and 
Georgia State University in Atlanta. 
 
� The Georgia Archives and National Archives at Morrow, GA. 
 
� The Sequoyah Research Center Archives in Little Rock, AR. 
 
� An Internet book search engine, books.google.com. 
 
� The Google Internet search engine, www.google.com. 
 
� The online historical map collection at alabamamaps.ua.edu. 
 

A site visit was also made in February 23, 2008 by a research team 
led by Dr. Georgina DeWeese of the Department of Geosciences at the 
University of West Georgia. This team used the scientific methods of 
dendrochronology to try to determine the precise year of construction for 
the Rush house.  

It is the hope of the researcher that this study, as the basis for 
future interpretation, can help others to more fully appreciate the 
significance of this important and unique piece of American history. 
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Forgetting 
 

 

“We can never forget these homes, I know, but an unbending, 
iron necessity tells us we must leave them.” 
 
                                                        ----Major Ridge, Dec. 22, 1835  
 
 

 
The Thad Rush farm, from Ward Mountain Road, facing west. 
 
 
Running Waters -- located in what is now Floyd County, Georgia -

- played a pivotal role in the Cherokee Removal story. Running Waters is 
where the group that would later be called the “Treaty Party” was formed, 
where it conducted its business, and where terms of what would become 
known as the Treaty of New Echota were discussed in open council.  
Running Waters was also the location of a Ridge-sponsored Cherokee 
mission school, headed by Sophia Sawyer, who taught a number of 
Cherokee students between 1835 and 1836, after her school was forced out 
of New Echota. Running Waters is where Treaty Party leader John Ridge 
lived, wrote his correspondence, and conducted his business. It is often 
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said these days that “the Trail of Tears began right here,” but in this case, 
such a statement wouldn’t be empty hyperbole.  
 But by the end of the 19th century, Running Waters and its role in 
U.S. history had been almost completely erased from public memory. For 
many years, the Running Waters series of councils that preceded the 
signing of the Treaty of New Echota were mistakenly thought to have 
been held at the Major Ridge home, near Rome (Battey, 1994, p. 43).  
Later, a home near the Rome Bypass was identified as the location of 
Running Waters – again, in error. It remains so obscure that, even today, 
otherwise-knowledgeable scholars don’t know how to locate it. One 
graduate student mistakenly confused it with the old Running Waters town 
in Chickamauga territory, outside the Georgia border (Castelow, 2005, p. 
100). 
 

 
A home on Berwin Road, known as the John Hume / F. L. 
Forster Place, mistakenly identified as the John Ridge home 
at Running Waters during a DOT road project. 
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RUNNING WATER TOWN – the original Chickamauga 
town on the Tennessee River -- was “three miles above 
Nickajack, and twelve below the Suck; here some Shawanese 
are settled, containing one hundred huts in 1790, and is a 
common crossing place for the Creeks.” Some scholars have 
mistaken this town for the home of John Ridge. (Tanner, 
1795; American State Papers, Indian Affairs I, 1792, p. 264)  

 
 
The Running Waters associated with John Ridge was actually 

located in what is now Floyd County, just south of modern-day Shannon, 
on the Calhoun Road. The best description of the Ridge home comes from 
his son, John Rollin Ridge, writing in 1849 (Ridge, 2005, p. 6): 

 
...I remember it well, -- a large two-story house, on a high-hill, crowned with a 
fine grove of oak and hickory, a large clear spring at the foot of the hill, and 
an extensive farm stretching away down into the valley, with a fine orchard on 
the left. On another hill some 200 yards distant stood the school house, built at 
my father’s expense, for the use of a missionary, Miss Sophie Sawyer, who 
made her home with our family and taught my father’s children and all who 
chose to come for her instruction. I went to this school until I was ten years of 
age – which was in 1837.  

 
The best historical records of day-to-day life at Running Waters in 

the years just prior to Removal come from the letters written by Sawyer, a 
missionary school teacher from the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions (ABCFM). She would often enclose in her letters to the 
ABCFM the written work of her students, including this letter from Mary 
Fields, sent June 15, 1835 (ABCFM, Reel 741, frame 542): 
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… at Mr. Ridges is very cool and pleasant, the trees are thick all around it. It has a 
smooth plank floor, & a large fire place & five glafs windows, two large ones and three 
are shut with a slide. Two swallows have made a nest in the chimney. Every morning 
when we wake, the birds are singing sweetly around the school house. 

 
Just over one month after this letter was written, an historic 

meeting was held at Running Waters – the last official tribal gathering of 
the Cherokee in Georgia. John Ridge and Rev. John F. Schermerhorn – 
referred to as “The Devil’s Horn” by some Cherokees (Featherstonhaugh, 
1970, p. 241) -- arranged a council to discuss final terms of a Removal 
treaty. Not more than a hundred had shown up at previous Treaty Party-
sponsored councils. But this time it would be different. This time the 
treasury of the Cherokee Nation was at stake (Wilkins, 1970, p. 261).  

“The Cherokees had, until a few days before, been advised not to 
attend,” reported Major Benjamin F. Currey, “but when (Chief John) Ross 
found that the money would be paid to the order of the majority attending, 
his head men were called together at Red Clay, where I am informed he 
told them the agents of Government, and the disorganized attached to 
Ridge, must be put down; and in order to do this, all the men of the nation 
must rally, and be there to sustain their nation and treasury (Battey, 1994, 
pp. 43-44; originally published in the records of the 25th Congress, 2nd 
session, Senate Document 120, [Serial 315]). 

The Cherokees at the Running Waters council meeting numbered 
in the thousands, comprising what was said to be the largest council 
gathering yet on record. “The number could not by any previous measures 
or meetings have been anticipated,” said Currey. “They came, some 
starving, some half clad, some armed, and scarcely any with provisions for 
more than one or two days.”  

Although the community surrounding what became the Rush 
family plantation soon forgot about the significance of the property, 
apparently its new owners never did. John P. Rush recorded in his 
unpublished autobiography, History of My Life (see APPENDIX J): 

 
The first three years of my life were spent with my parents in the home of my 
Grandfather Rush, on the Calhoun road seven miles north of Rome. This place 
had been the home of the Indian Chief John Ridge prior to the Cherokee 
removal, 1835-7. My grandfather had occupied the Indian house when he first 
settled there, and my father was born in that house. 

 
There can be no mistaking the fact that the property currently 

owned by Thad Rush is indeed the John Ridge property. The original plat 
for the lot, located at what is currently the intersection of Ward Mountain 
Road and Calhoun Road just southwest of Shannon, plainly marks it (Plat 
of Land Lot 67, surveyed May 24, 1832 by John Harvey, in land records 
of the Surveyor General Department; also published in Shadburn, 2001, p. 
136). 
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The purpose of this paper is to give, then, a starting point from 

which this nationally historically significant property may be interpreted. 
Although the site is privately-owned, Thad Rush has stated that he is open 
to having a wayside exhibit placed somewhere on the property -- perhaps 
at the roadside. This will require further discussion with the property 
owners and, of course, a source of funding.  
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John Ridge and the Treaty Party 
 

 
Herman S. Gold reported in a journal on May 22, 1830: 
“We started on the first Monday in May, to-day we went 
to Major Ridges, their farm and their house presents a 
fine appearance, the house is an elegant painted mansion 
with poarches upon each side as the fashion of the 
country is, we saw in the house likeness of John Ridge, 
Esq. Accurately painted, hanging in a large frame in the 
position of writing which was his principal business.” 
(http://www.scvcamp469-nbf.com/Cherokee.htm) 

 
 
John Ridge was the son of Major Ridge, a prominent and wealthy 

leader of the Cherokees and for many years the speaker of the national 
government. The elder Ridge, born on the Hiawassee River in Tennessee 
(Wilkins, 1970, p. 3), lived and fought as a young adult among the 
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Chickamauga band of Cherokee near Lookout Mountain (Wilkins, 1970, 
pp. 15-17). Later he settled at Pine Log (Wilkins, 1970, p. 16) and 
Oothcaloga (Wilkins, 1970, p. 30), making a small fortune by farming 
cotton and other crops, and he eventually built a large estate on the 
Oostanaula River, in what is present-day Rome, Georgia. He operated a 
ferry across the river and had extensive fields and holdings on both sides 
of the Oostanaula (Wilkins, 1970, pp. 181-183).  

John Ridge was born at the turn of the 19th century into a home of 
wealth, privilege, and opportunity. He was sent to missionary schools 
from a young age to learn to read and write English. 

In the Nov., 1810 diaries of the Moravians at Spring Place, the 
missionaries reported, “Early in the morning on the 12th until late at night 
we had Indian visitors. The Ridge and his wife, who brought their son 
John for school (McClinton, 2007, p. 391).” 

The next month The Ridge dropped in to check up on his son’s 
progress. “On the 21st we received a visit from our friend The Ridge ... 
His young son John told him positively that he did not want to go home. 
The father then gave him some good advice and added that it was his 
intention to leave him here quite a long time (McClinton, 2007, p. 398).” 

In February, 1811, John Ridge told the missionaries, “I have not 
been here long at all and am just beginning to learn. My school time will 
be short enough. Why should I want to leave then? (McClinton, 2007, p. 
414). 

Eventually he attended the ABCFM Foreign Mission School in 
Cornwall, Connecticut, where he met and married Sarah Northrop, the 
daughter of the school steward, John Northrop. Their mixed-race romance 
caused such a scandal that it – compounded by the subsequent marriage of 
Elias Boudinot and Harriet Ruggles Gold – eventually contributed to the 
closure of the school (Gaul, 2005, p. 8; Wilkins, 1970, p. 152). An 1824 
newspaper editorial called the union a “disgrace” and lamented that the 
16-year-old Northrop had been “taken into the wildnerness among 
savages.” 

Although Ridge had been a sickly child, with a chronic hip 
condition (Wilkins, 1970, p. 144), by 1832 a New York newspaper 
described him this way (Poulson's American Daily Advertiser, Volume 
LXI, February 6, 1832; reprinted in the New York Commercial Advertiser 
Feb 18, 1832): 

J. Ridge rather tall and slender in his person, erect, with a 
profusion of black hair, a shade less swarthy, and with less pronounced 
cheekbones than our western Indians.  His voice is full and melodious, his 
elocution fluent, and without the least observable tincture of foreign accent or 
Indian.  Even his metaphors are rarely drawn from the forest, and he had little 
or none of that vehement action that characterizes the orators of uncivilized 
tribes.  

  
Major Ridge, by the late 1820s, began positioning his son to 

become a leader in the Cherokee Nation. The two Ridges helped the Creek 
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Indians negotiate a removal treaty with the U.S. government (Wilkins, 
1970, 153-180). Alexander McCoy lost his post as clerk of the National 
Council when he requested that his improvements at New Echota be 
evaluated by an emigration agent, and John Ridge was selected to replace 
him (Wilkins, 1970, p. 201). When Ridge first took office, both he and his 
father were of one mind with Principal Chief John Ross when it came to 
the tribe’s determination to remain in the East.  As the new clerk, one of 
the first laws he wrote into the books spelled out exactly what the penalty 
would be for any Cherokee who agreed to treat with the U.S. to give up 
any additional Cherokee land (Wilkins, 1970, pp. 201-202): 

 
Whereas a Law has been in existence for many years, but not 

committed to writing, that if any citizen or citizens of this nation should treat 
and dispose of any lands belonging to this nation without special permission 
from the national authorities, he or they shall suffer death; -- therefore, 
resolved, by the Committee and Council, in General Council convened, that 
any person or persons who shall, contrary to the will and consent of the 
legislative council of this nation in general council convened, enter into a 
treaty with any commissioner or commissioners of the United States, or any 
officers instructed for the purpose, and agree to sell or dispose of any part or 
portion of the national lands defined in the constitution of this nation, he or 
they so offending, upon conviction before any of the circuit judges of the 
Supreme Court, shall suffer death, and any of the circuit judges aforesaid are 
authorized to call a court for the trial of any such person or persons so 
transgressing. Be it further resolved, that any person of persons, who shall 
violate the provisions of this act, and shall refuse, by resistance, to appear at 
the place designated for trial, or abscond, are hereby declared to be outlaws; 
and any person or persons, citizens of this nation, may kill him or them so 
offending, in any manner most convenient, within the limits of this nation, and 
shall not be held accountable for the same. 

 
Even though Ridge is now most often remembered for his 

leadership of the Treaty Party, which orchestrated the Treaty of New 
Echota and led to Cherokee Removal in 1838, it was a slow 
transformation. For many years he and his father were on good terms with 
Ross, and it’s likely that Ross moved from Rossville to Head of Coosa in 
1827 specifically to be nearer to Ridge (Wilkins, 1970, p. 198). 

In 1829 Georgia extended its laws over the Cherokee Nation 
within its territory, declared Cherokee laws void, and made it illegal for a 
Cherokee to testify against a white man in court. Georgia argued that it 
had the legal and moral standing to do this due to the federal govrnment’s 
failure to follow through on promises contained in the Compact of 1802, 
an agreement between the state and the U.S. in which Georgia agreed to 
give up its claim to lands that eventually became the states of Mississippi 
and Alabama in exchange for the U.S. extinguishing all native claims to 
land within the remaining Georgia territory as soon as it was practical to 
do so. The discovery of gold in the bounds of the Cherokee Nation, 
coupled with the ascendancy of the staunchly pro-Removal Andrew 
Jackson to the presidency, and the Cherokee Nation’s brazen adoption of a 
formal constitution, presented Georgia with the motivation to press the 
U.S. to finally make good on its 25-year-old pledge (for a detailed 
overview of these events, see Woodward, 1963; McLoughlin, 1986; and 
Malone, 1956). 
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But Ridge was of one mind with Ross that the Cherokees should 
do everything within their power to remain in their ancestral lands.  Ridge 
and Elias Boudinot went on a speaking tour of the northern states to gain 
sympathy for their cause. Ridge kept Ross apprised of their situation in a 
letter written from Philadelphia on Jan. 12, 1831 (Woodward, 1963, pp. 
169-170): 

Sir . . . Ere this, you must already be advised of the journey I have 
undertaken to some of the large cites in company of Mr. Boundinot, with a 
design to draw from the people the expression of public sentiment on the 
crises of Cherokee affairs . . . and it affords me pleasure to state that the 
prospects of a great and vigorous expression of indignation from this city, 
against the cruelties of Georgia and the policy of the United States is now 
flattering.  It will be made either by a public meeting or signatures . . . at their 
residences, by men appointed for that purpose.  Mr. Boudinot’s objects are 
also more understood and measures [are] in . . . progress to afford our Nation 
the relief so much desired.   

In one of his speeches, Ridge eloquently “fired the blood” and 
“rouse(d) the indignation” of the listeners when he told them, “You asked 
us ot throw off the hunter and warrior state: We did so – you asked us to 
form a republican government: We did so – adopting your own as a 
model. You asked us to cultivate the earth, and learn the mechanic arts: 
We did so. You asked us to learn to read: We did so. You asked us to cast 
away our idols, and worship your God: We did so.” In spite of all of this, 
he said, Georgians flagrantly violated the U.S. treaties with the Cherokees 
and abused the Cherokee people (Wilkins, 1970, p. 227). 

The Cherokees weren’t solely dependent on a PR campaign. They 
also took to the courts. An 1831 decision of the U.S. Supreme Court did 
not go their way. John Ridge and a Cherokee delegation met with 
President Andrew Jackson soon afterwards, in July of 1831 (Wilkins, 
1970, p. 216). 

I'm particularly glad to see you at this time, I knew that your 
claims before the Supreme Court would not be supported.  The court has 
sustained my views in regard to your nation.  I blame you for suffering the 
lawyers to fleece you - they want your money, and will make you promises 
even after this.  I have been a lawyer myself long enough to know how 
lawyer's will talk to obtain their clients money.  

The Cherokee delegates told Jackson that he couldn’t blame them 
for their efforts to maintain their rights. Jackson replied: 

Oh no, I don't blame you for that.  I only blame you for suffering 
the lawyers to fleece you. - I am a friend of the Cherokees, they fought with 
me in the war and freely shed their blood with the blood of my soldiers in 
defending the United States and how could I be otherwise than their friends? 

“You can live on your lands in Georgia if you choose,” said 
Jackson, “but I cannot interfere with the laws of that state to protect you.”  

The Cherokees continued to press their case in the courts. The next 
year, 1832, they won the victory they had sought, with the Supreme 
Court’s decision in Worchester v. Georgia: “The Cherokee Nation, then, is 
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a distinct community, occupying its own territory ... in which the laws of 
Georgia can have no right to enter but with assent of the Cherokees ... The 
Act of the state of Georgia ... is consequently void.” (Wilkins, 1970, p. 
228). 

The Cherokee Nation erupted in jubilant celebration, but Ridge’s 
response was measured in an April 6, 1832 letter to his cousin, Stand 
Watie (Dale, 1939, pp. 7-10): 

 
Washington City 
April 6th, 1832 

 
Mr. Stand Watie  
Dear Cousin, 

Your favor of the 23 ult. has reached here and it is truly acceptable 
and I now hasten to answer it. That it has been a day of rejoicing with patriots 
of our Country on hearing of the glorious decision of the Supreme Court, I can 
readily perceive and congratulate them upon the momentous event. But you 
are aware and ought to advise our people that the contest is not over and that 
time is to settle the matter either for us and all the friends of the Judiciary or 
against us all! We have gained a high standing and consideration in the 
interests and best affections of the community from which we can never be 
removed. But Sir, the Chicken Snake General Jackson has time to crawl and 
hide in the luxuriant grass of his nefarious hypocracy until his responsibility is 
fastened upon by an execution of the Supreme Court at their next session. 
Then we shall see how strong the links are to the chain that connect the states 
to the Federal Union. Upon this subject the Union pauses and stands still to 
look upon the crisis our intellectual warfare has brought them and the 
Cherokee question as it now stands is the greatest that has ever presented itself 
to the consideration of the American People. Upon the shoulders of this body 
politic, if there was a proper head, the friends of the permanency of the 
general government could look upon this decision undismayed as to the 
results of the menacing attitude which the foolish Georgians have assumed. 

Now before the explained laws are carried into effect, it will, I 
fear, first be necessary to cut down this Snake’s head and throw it down in the 
dust. From the newspaper editorial remarks, you will be afforded the 
opportunity to see the operations of this affair and the length of the rope that 
Georgia has to browse upon the rights of the Cherokee Nation. The remarks I 
have thought called for on this occasion, that we as a whole and individually, 
may not sleep upon our post, but as good soldiers watch thoroughly every 
avenue through which the enemy may approach. 

The Secretary of War is exceedingly anxious to close a treaty with 
our Nation upon the basis that will secure to us the sovereignty and fee of and 
over the soil west of the Mississippi and money enough to make every friend 
to his country rich with the addition of a perpetual annuity for the support of 
public institutions. I feel disgusted at an administration who have trampled our 
rights under foot to offer new pledges from their rotten hearts. He says that 
Jack Walker and James Stark have informed him that there is a majority in 
favor of a treaty on the Tennessee side of the Cherokee Nation and that they 
believe they are also in the majority in the limits of North Carolina of this 
description. The Secretary says that if so, they will treat with them or any of 
the other bands who shall prove to be in the majority there. I told him that it 
was false and granting for the sake of argument that the Government 
succeeded in making a treaty with a fraction or faction of our Nation, he knew 
very well that it would never be ratified by the Senate constituted as it was, as 
we assuredly would protest against it and defeat it. 

In view of these facts, have I not said well when I said you should 
be on your guard? As to the Arkansas delegation they can never do hurt and 
their greatest hope is to cling fast to our friendship and to reunite with us. If 
the time ever should happen to come when we thought best to make a treaty, 
we should do so. This is their language. Rest assured, dear Cousin, that we 
have the advantage and let this question result which way it may. As I have 
said before, we shall live to tread on the necks of traitors. It may well yet be a 
fearful time for them if they have hearts for reflection to know that they have 
only been false and done mischief to themselves…. 

From the strain of this letter, you will perceive that it is not for 
publication. “United we stand, divided we fall.” Since the decision of the 
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Supreme Court, I have felt greatly revived – a new man and I feel 
independent. I am hoping you all do too. How much of gratitude do we owe to 
the good men Mr. Worcester and Dr. Butler. You did not mention my son, 
Rollin. Present my best respects to Mrs. W. and Mrs. B. and Miss Sawyer. I 
shall, you know, always be glad to hear from you. 

Ere this reaches you, you will have heard of the foolish Creek 
Treaty. 

Yours, ect. 

John Ridge   
 

But when it became apparent to Ridge that Georgia planned to 
ignore the Supreme Court’s decision, and that Jackson had no plans to 
send in U.S. troops to intercede on behalf of the tribe against the state of 
Georgia, he began to press for Ross either to consent to negotiate a treaty 
for Removal, or to agree to hold new elections, which had been suspended 
in the wake of Georgia’s disruption of the Cherokee government 
operations within its boundaries. A treaty seemed to Ridge to be the only 
answer to the constant depredations inflicted on the Cherokees by the 
white Georgians. President Jackson advised Ridge to “go home and advise 
his people that their only hope of relief was in abandoning their country 
and removing to the West.” (Wilkins, 1970, p. 229). 

Still, Ridge would not formally break with Ross until over two 
years later, in the fall of 1834. During those two years Ridge continued to 
hope that he could sway the Ross-led government from within. He 
affirmed his formal, public anti-Removal stance to the National 
Intelligencer while, simultaneously, Georgia Congressman Daniel 
Newnan told the press that Ridge’s Washington “Cherokee Delegation 
have at last consented to recommend to their people to make a treaty with 
the government...” (Wilkins, 1970, p. 231). 

Chief Ross considered Ridge’s new stance a betrayal and he nailed 
Newnan’s letter, which had been printed in a number of newspapers, to a 
tree for all to see (Wilkins, 1970, p. 236). Elisha W. Chester said “this was 
used to induce the population to believe (the delegation) had been bribed, 
and that they had entered into some arrangement with the Government, 
without any authority.” Thus Ridge was instantly discredited in the eyes of 
many Cherokees.  

Eventually tensions boiled to the point that assassinations began to 
occur, and both the lives of Ross and the Ridges were threatened. When a 
Cherokee Council was called at Red Clay, Tennessee in August, 1834, 
many were furious at a treaty Andrew Ross – John Ross’ brother -- had 
tried to negotiate in Washington. Major Ridge was known by this time to 
be pro-Treaty, and he had accompanied Ross to Washington, so he was 
attacked by Tom Foreman, a Cherokee sheriff. His angry words were 
recorded by John Ridge (Wilkins, 1970, p. 252): 

 
Major Ridge had gone around the nation with the Chiefs & made 

speeches telling the people to love their land & in his earnestness (had) 
stamped the ground. The ground was yet sunk where he stamped & now he 
was talking another way. 
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One Indian rose and shouted, “Let’s kill them!” John Walker, Jr., a 
pro-Treaty advocate, was indeed assassinated on his way home from the 
council meeting by someone hiding in a tree. The Ridges, hearing of this 
incident, took the long way home (Wilkins, 1970, p. 253). Suddenly the 
Ridges and Ross began to imagine assassins were lurking everywhere 
(Moulton, 1985, p. 302): 

To John Ridge  

Sept 12th 1834 

I have this day received your letter of the 10th inst. by your father, who came 
over to converse with me on the subject of some reports which have been 
circulated, concerning a pre concerted plan, said to have originated from 
himself and friends to have me assassinated, especially the one you mentioned 
as having been spoken of, that is the hiring of Seewakee to commit the act.  
As to the rumors of threats you say have been made against your life thro' the 
influence of [Thomas] Woodward, I have never before heard of them; you say 
further that reports have also been taken to you of evil designs against 
yourself & friends by me.  With the utmost sincerity and truth, I do assure 
you, that whatever may be the character of those reports, they are false.  

      Jno Ross 

 In this midst of all of this, Elijah Hicks presented a petition 
requesting that the Ridges be impeached “for maintaining opinions and a 
policy to terminate the existence of the Cherokee community on the lands 
of (their) fathers.” The Cherokee National Council found them guilty and 
voted to oust them from office  (Wilkins, 1970, p. 253). 

Seeing all his efforts blocked and his credibility with the Cherokee 
government in tatters, Ridge decided the time had come to take matters 
into his own hands; he, Elias Boudinot, and others in favor of a Removal 
Treaty held their own council at Ridge’s home at Running Waters in 
November, 1834. 

Cherokee Agent Ben Currey reported to the Georgia governor, 
Wilson  Lumpkin, on Nov. 27, 1834 (Woodward, 1963, p. 178): 

 
Sir - I am now at John Ridge's where a council is to be held on the 

27 inst in order to organize a party favorably disposed to Cherokee removal.  
An election of chiefs in favor of transplanting the tribe will be held . . . and a 
delegation is to be appointed to go to the city - Washington - to memorialize 
Congress. . . .  

The party about to be organized will require money.  Their 
expenses will not fall short of three thousand dollars in the contemplated visit 
. . . They desire me to say that one season more will give them the ascendancy 
over all opposition, provided they receive a hearty support from the states and 
Gener'l Government and request that you address the President and Sec. of 
War urging the importance of having a fund to be franchised through the draft 
of the Superintendent to carry on the cause successfully which appears to be 
gaining formidable support.   

 

This was the news the Georgia governor had been waiting for. A 
split in the ranks would provide the perfect opportunity for the federal 
government to negotiate a treaty with a credible party. Lumpkin answered 
Currey on Dec. 13, 1834, “. . . assure Boundinot, Ridge and their friends 
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of state protection under any circumstances.  I shall feel it my imperative 
duty to pay due regard to the situation and afford them every security 
which our laws will justify or authorize.” (Woodward, 1963, p. 176). 

But Ridge and his new party did not wait for the governor’s 
response. The council meeting at Running Waters was held Nov. 28, 1834, 
“on behalf of those members of the Cherokee tribe ... who are desirous of 
removing west of the Mississippi.” (See APPENDIX A – 23rd Congress, 
2nd Session, Document No. 91, MEMORIAL OF A COUNCIL HELD AT 
RUNNING WATERS). 

 
... In the full time of this successful improvement (of Cherokee 

civilization) all... hopes of happiness have been blasted, in consequence of the 
extension, by force, of the jurisdiction of the States .... 

In the midst of the painful feeling which the destruction of our 
Government creates in our bosoms, we also perceive, the same melancholy 
fate has attended the other aboriginal tribes. On this side of the Mississippi 
scarcely a solitary council fire blazes under the heavens. 

It is well known that our applications to the President, Congress, 
and the Supreme Court, to interpose the United States authority in our behalf, 
have all proved fruitless, as well as that the decisions of the Supreme Court in 
behalf of individuals claiming the right of protection under the Cherokee laws 
and treaties, have been disregarded by the State of Georgia....  

... now, our earliest friends have told us that it is in vain to hope for 
the restoration of our rights. 

In view of all these circumstances, we have been compelled to the 
hard case of choosing an alternative... In the decision we have made on this 
subject, we have taken the unhappy condition of our people, as individuals, 
into consideration. It is not to be disguised that there are in existence two 
parties among our people, whose policies are the antipodes of each other. 
Since the suppression of our Government, no elections have been held among 
us... The party who hold the councils at Red Clay have kept themselves in 
perpetual office by a resolution enacted of themselves. They are willing to 
take an individual standing in the States, and become citizens. Heretofore, as 
you will perceive, in looking at the treaty of 1819, the leaders of this party 
have already received valuable reservations in fee simple. 

They hold their councils in the chartered limits of Tennessee. The 
party which we represent are not in favor of taking reservations of land, and 
abandoning the political existence of the nation... 

When we reflect upon the character of our people in general, their 
ignorance, weakness, and total incapacity to contend in competition with the 
white man for wealth, science, and fame; and when we reflect on the fearful 
odds against which we have to run our career, laws expressly made to 
discredit us as men, with no legal rights to the soil, and all the unrelenting 
prejudices against our language and color in full force, we must believe that 
the scheme of amalgamation with our oppressors is too horrid for a serious 
contemplation. ...If then, it is the opinion of Congress that the tide of white 
population and State jurisdiction, which is pressing upon us, cannot be 
restrained, it would be the greatest act of humanity to devise immediate 
measures to remove our people upon as liberal terms as the General 
Government can afford.... 

 
signed by Major Ridge, John Ridge, Elias Boudinot, 
and approximately 50 others. 

 

Ridge then immediately traveled to Washington, with the new 
Running Waters Memorial in hand, to present to the friends he had 
cultivated in the U.S. Congress as a member of the National Council. 
According to the Jan. 27, 1835 edition of The Federal Union, “that part of 
Cherokee delegation favorable to emigration arrived in city and took 
lodging at Fuller’s Hotel. Led by Col. John Ridge, head of delegation, and 
Archilla Smith.” (The Federal Union, Jan. 27, 1835, Vol. 5, #30). 
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On Monday, Jan. 19, the Running Waters Memorial was placed 
into the hands of Congressman E. Everett, who presented it to the House 
(See APPENDIX B – The Running Waters Memorial Presented to 
Congress,as Recorded in Gales & Seaton’s Register, Jan. 19, 1835): 

 
…I hold in my hand, and have been requested to present to the 

House, a paper, purporting to be the memorial of chiefs and head-men of the 
Cherokee tribe of Indians, assembled at Running Waters, in that part of the 
Cherokee country which lies in the State of Georgia, towards the close of the 
month of November. This council was organized, on behalf of that portion of 
the Cherokee tribe of Indians who are unwilling, on any terms, to submit to 
the jurisdiction of the States in which they live, and are desirous of removing, 
under the protection and by the aid of the United States, to the country in 
possession of that portion of their tribe which has crossed the Mississippi… 

Of how large a portion of the whole tribe the council may represent 
the opinions, I am not informed. 

The memorial, I am satisfactorily assured, is the production of 
John Ridge, a distinguished member of the Cherokee tribe, and one of the 
delegates now present in this city from the council at Running Waters. It is at 
his request, and that of his associates, Elias Boudinot and Archille Smith, that 
I now present this memorial to the House… 

I have stated to them that a part of these objects are such as, in the 
usual mode in which the policy of removal has been pursued, would naturally 
be first provided for by a treaty between the United States and persons 
authorized to contract on the part of the tribe. They consider, however, that, in 
the present unhappy state of the tribe, divided as it is by parties warmly 
opposed to each other on the subject of emigration, it may be at present 
difficult, if not impossible, to conclude a treaty generally satisfactory. It is 
also the opinion of the memorialists that, in the present disorganized state of 
their people, it may be difficult for the Government to recognize parties, with 
which it could advantageously act in the negotiation of a treaty. On this 
subject I do not profess to be able to judge. I have not the means of forming a 
confident opinion, and I do not wish to take any part in the divisions which 
may exist between the different portions of the tribe… 

For myself, sir, I certainly never expected to present a memorial in 
this House in favor of the removal of Indians; but I as little expected to be 
requested by Indians to do so… 

John Ross also had a delegation in Washington, but Ross “failed 
before the Senate, before the Secretary of War, & before the President,” 
Ridge said in a letter written in Washington on Mar. 10, 1835 (Dale, 1939, 
pp. 12-13): 

My Dear & Respected Chiefs, 
I have delayed this long in writing to you in the consequence of the 

hard struggles I had to make against John Ross & his party. At the outset they 
told Congress that our people had decided that they would choose to be 
citizens of the U. States [rather] than to remove. We contradicted this & he 
has failed to get an answer from Congress. From various indications we 
ascertained that he was going to act falsely to his people & sell the Nation 
either by getting Reservations of land or taking the whole in money on 
pretense of going out of the limits of the U. States. We protested against this 
& we have succeeded to get a treaty made to be sent home for the ratification 
of the people. It is very liberal in its terms — an equal measure is given to all. 
The poor Indian enjoys the same rights as the rich – there is no distinction.  
We are allowed our own laws in the west. Subsistence for one year, $25. for 
each soul for transportation, fair valuation for ferries & Improvements, $150 
for each individual, more than forty thousand dollars perpetual annuity in the 
west, & a large sum of money to pay for the losses of the Cherokees against 
the white people. In fact – we get four millions & a half in money to meet all 
expenses & large addition in land to that already possessed by our brethren in 
the west. John Ross and his party tried hard to treat & get the whole in money 
& go as they said out of the limits of the U. States, but they have failed. 
Jackson said that he would not trust them with the money of the people. The 
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Indians here under his care wish that he would refer the whole to the people. 
Ross has failed before the Senate, before the Secretary of War, & before the 
President. He tried hard to cheat you & his people but he has been prevented. 
In a day or two he goes home no doubt to tell lies. But we will bring all his 
papers & the people shall see him as he is.  

We have thought proper to send two of our delegates to go to 
Arkansaw that Jolly may send four of his Chiefs & attend our great Council. 
General Jackson will send a just man, a minister of the Gospel from New 
York with his party, it is to be referred to every man in the Nation. 

The Congress has allowed money enough to pay the expenses of 
our Councils while the people are signing this treaty if they approve it. We are 
all well. I shall go to the North & see my wife’s parents & in great haste will 
return to you. Stand, stay. All will be right. The U. States will never have any 
thing more to do with John Ross. Thus it becomes of selfish men. Maj. Currey 
will have five hundred copies printed by order of the President of this treaty 
for the use of the people. He will give you the Particulars before I could. I 
shall write to our friends Charles Vann & George Chambers.  

I am yr. Friend 
John Ridge  

If Ross hoped to marginalize Ridge, claiming that he had no 
authority to speak for the Cherokee Nation as a whole, those hopes were 
dealt a serious blow when President Jackson issued a decree to the entire 
Cherokee tribe east of the Mississippi on Mar. 16, 1835 that seemed to 
validate Ridge’s position (Andrew Jackson, "To the Cherokee Tribe of 
Indians East of the Mississippi River," Southeastern Native American 
Documents, 1730-1842, www.galileo.peachnet.edu: University of 
Georgia): 

MY FRIENDS: 
. . . I have no motive, my friends, to deceive you. I am sincerely 

desirous to promote your welfare. Listen to me, therefore, while I tell you that 
you cannot remain where you now are. Circumstances that cannot be 
controlled, and which are beyond the reach of human laws, render it 
impossible that you can flourish in the midst of a civilized community. You 
have but one remedy within your reach. And that is, to remove to the West 
and join your countrymen, who are already established there. And the sooner 
you do this, the sooner you will commence your career of improvement and 
prosperity. 

A number of your brethren, who have been delegated by that 
portion of your people favorable to emigration, have repaired to this place, in 
the hope of being able to make some arrangement, which would be acceptable 
to the government of the United States, and which would meet your 
approbation. They do not claim the right of making any arrangement which 
would be binding upon you; but have expressly stated, that whatever they did 
would be utterly void unless submitted to and approved by you. . The choice 
now is before you. May the Great Spirit teach you how to choose. The fate of 
your women and children, the fate of your people, to the remotest generation, 
depend upon the issue. Deceive yourselves no longer. Do not cherish the 
belief that you can ever resume your formed political situation, while you 
continue in your present residence. As certain as the sun shines to guide you 
in your path, so certain is it that you cannot drive back the laws of Georgia 
from among you. Every year will increase your difficulties. Look at the 
condition of the Creeks. See the collisions which are taking place with them. 
See how their young men are committing depredations upon the property of 
our citizens, and are shedding their blood. This cannot and will not be 
allowed. Punishment will follow, and all who are engaged in these offences 
must suffer. Your young men will commit the same acts, and the same 
consequences must ensue. 

Think then of all these things. Shut your ears to bad counsels. Look 
at your condition as it now is, and then consider what it will be if you follow 
the advice I give you. 

 
Your friend,  
 ANDREW JACKSON.   
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Ridge was assured by Jackson that the U.S. government would 

stand behind the newly-negotiated treaty. He then returned to his home at 
Running Waters, arriving just after the beginning of April. “Mr. Ridge 
returned two weeks since from Washington,” missionary Sophia Sawyer 
wrote in a letter dated April 17, 1835 (See APPENDIX H: A Transcription 
of Correspondence From Sophia Sawyer at Running Waters April 17-1835 
to July 2, 1836 [from ABCFM microfilm, Reel 741, frame 539]). “Mr. 
Ridge is engaged with his whole soul to accomplish a treaty,” she wrote. 

Ridge kept up his Treaty campaign from his home, writing letters 
to various parties, and he began to refer to Ross and his government as the 
“enemy,” a “halfbreed” and “nullifier” that had to be rooted out and 
suppressed (Woodward, 1963, p. 183): 

 
John Ridge to Gov. Wilson Lumpkin – 
May 18, 1835 
 

. . . The President has assured me that he will stand by this treaty as 
the Ultimatum of the Government and no other shall be offered to the 
Cherokee people.  But, Sir, the Ross party disbelieve it, & this party 
composed as it is of Halfbreed Nullifiers wish to change it to suit themselves.  
They are, by means of falsehoods, in the field, valley, & mountain opposing 
the ratification of it, as I believe because . . . it is a just and honest one. . . . 
The object is procrastination to outlive Jackson's administration. . . .  

There is a remedy in your power, and it is to organize a guard of 
thirty men placed under the command of Co. Bishop to scour and range in 
their fortresses & search in their caves, and to suppress their secret meetings 
close to all night dances where the leaders of the Ross Party usually meet with 
them for consultation. . . . As to the accomplishment of the removal of our 
people there is no doubt.  We are gaining upon the enemy.  

 
But Ross never showed up for a proposed May council at Running 

Waters, and his involvement would ultimately be necessary to legitimize 
the treaty. So another council was scheduled at Running Waters for July. 

In the meantime, tensions rose between the Ross and Ridge camps. 
Sophia Sawyer wrote from Running Waters on July 3, 1835 (ABCFM, 
Reel 741, Frame  543), “Soon after I closed my last letter to you three of 
the scholars were withdrawn in consequence of the political disturbance 
among the people. At that time the life of Mr. Ridge was threatened, & the 
house was often in alarm from different causes. For myself I have never 
apprehended an open attack on the person or house of Mr. Ridge, but I 
have feared for him, & do still, afsination (assassination).”  

But Ridge was not deterred, and he set the meeting date for the 
council at Running Waters for July 20 (Battey, 1994, p. 43). 

 
The Cassville Pioneer says John Ridge and his friends will hold a 

Council in Floyd County six miles north of Rome 20th of July inst. It is 
expected this Council will be numerously attended. The cause of Ridge and 
his party is going ahead. 

 
This one the Cherokee chiefs did attend, arriving in fact a day 

early, on July 19, numbering in the thousands, comprising what was the 
largest council gathering yet on record (Battey, 1994, p. 43). “The number 
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could not by any previous measures or meetings have been anticipated,” 
reported Currey. “They came, some starving, some half clad, some armed, 
and scarcely any with provisions for more than one or two days.”  

The previous Ridge-convened council in May had been a failure. 
Everyone knew it wasn’t an official council unless Chief John Ross and 
his National Council were involved, but no one in the Ross government 
was interested in removal. Despite all the injustices that had been ladled 
out to them since the extension of Georgia laws over Cherokee territory, 
most Cherokees were intent upon remaining. 
 But the U.S. government had one trick up its sleeve. The 
Cherokees depended upon the annuity, which was to be paid to the 
Cherokees according to the provisions of previous treaties. Normally this 
was given at a Ross council. But what if it were to be disbursed at a Ridge 
council at Running Waters instead? And what if they were to put some 
cause for concern in the air, such as a threat to the annuity itself? This 
would help to ensure a large turnout. And once that captive audience was 
in place, some means or other could be devised to force them to listen to 
the proposed treaty terms. 
 The force behind this scheme was Rev. John F. Schermerhorn. 
W.W. Featherstonhaugh described Schermerhorn somewhat colorfully in 
his Canoe Voyage Down the Minnay Sotor (Featherstonhaugh, 1970, pp. 
240-241): 
 

(We were)  told … some amusing anecdotes of an agent, named 
Schermerhorn, who had been appointed by the United States Government a 
year or two ago, as a commissioner to negotiate with the Cherokees. This man 
was a sort of loose Dutch Presbyterian Minister, and having taken up the 
calling of a political demagogue, had been rewarded with this situation by the 
President, Mr. Van Buren, a Dutchman also by birth. On coming amongst the 
Cherokees, instead of dealing fairly with them, and making an arrangement 
with the Council that could be sanctioned by a majority of the nation, he 
corrupted a few individuals to consent to emigrate, and deliver up the 
Cherokee territory; and reported it to the Government as if it had been a 
solemn contract entered into with the whole nation. The Reverend agent, also, 
being of amorous turn had been detected tampering with some of the young 
Cherokee women, so that he came to be an object of detestation to the Indians, 
who took every opportunity to affront him. Not more than half-a-dozen in the 
whole nation would speak to him at all; and whenever the rest of them met 
him, they made a point of turning round and presenting their backs to him. But 
this was not all the mortification his evils deeds brought upon him. 

It is the custom of most of the Indian nations to give an Indian 
name to every white man who has any transactions with them of importance, 
or who has struck their fancy in any way. If the proper name of the individual 
corresponds in sound with any term in their language, they simply translate it. 
On the other hand, if they can find no equivalent in their own tongue, they 
look for words, which sound like the name they are unable to translate, and if 
those words are at all appropriate to the individual, whether in his appearance, 
his habits and customs, or character, they use them to form his Indian name. 
In doing this, they are remarkably skilful, and are as prompt and happy as the 
best improvisatori are in Italy. The name the Cherokees gave to me is an 
instance of this. It was found impossible to translate the word 
Featherstonhaugh, but one of their poets suggested that my Cherokee name 
should be Oóstanaúlee, which means "gravel or shingle brought down by 
floods." Having observed me frequently poking and hammering about in beds 
of gravel, the word which sounded something like my name, admirably 
answered the purpose. For the Rev. Mr. Schermerhorn, they had been so 
fortunate as to find a name that corresponded precisely to their estimate of 
him, and which was immediately adopted by the whole nation, especially the 
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women and children, who were extremely tickled with it. It was 
Skáynooyáunah, or literally the "devil's horn." After I knew this story, I found 
it was only necessary to ask the women if they knew Skáynooyáunah to set 
them laughing. 

 
 His scheming ways worked, however. Between 2,000 and 3,000 
Cherokees attended the council and green corn dance at Running Waters.  

“The Cherokees had, until a few days before, been advised not to 
attend,” said Currey, “but when Ross found that the money would be paid 
to the order of the majority attending, his head men were called together at 
Red Clay, where I am informed he told them the agents of Government, 
and the disorganized attached to Ridge, must be put down; and in order to 
do this, all the men of the nation must rally, and be there to sustain their 
nation and treasury” (Battey, 1994, pp. 43-44). 
 Now that the Cherokees were assembled, Schermerhorn simply 
had to devise a means to be heard. 
 Toward that end, said Currey, “Mr. Schermerhorn promised them 
rations for one day, on condition they would hear him as commissioner.” 
And so Schermerhorn “obtained their consent to address them on the next 
morning,” said Currey (Battey, 1994, p. 44). 
 Schermerhorn then had a stand erected “so that he might by his 
elevation be the more generally heard,” said Currey.  The next morning’s 
meeting opened with prayers from Rev. Spirit and David Watie, followed 
by Currey’s introductory remarks, translated by interpreter Joseph A.. 
Foreman. 
 Apparently Currey struck a nerve with Chief Ross, who said he 
was “sorry that the agent had taken occasion to be personal in his 
remarks” (Battey, 1994, p. 47). 
 Ridge replied that “he had not understood the agent to indulge in or 
intend personalities,” but in this case it was time to acknowledge the fact 
that there were two parties, two leaders, with two very different points of 
view. 
 Ross said that he was “aware” that a “description of persons who 
were called by party names” had been circulating. However, Ross “was 
not disposed to take any notice of these personalities at this time.” 
 Ridge replied that he, too, “discarded party views and sinister 
motives; that so far as he and those with him acted different from Mr. 
Ross and his chiefs, he had done so from an honest conviction that it was 
the only way in which the integrity and political salvation of the Cherokee 
people could be preserved and effected, and that he was at any moment 
ready to acknowledge Ross as his principal chief when he (Ross) could or 
would prove to him a better plan” (Battey, 1994, p. 47). 
 Ross said that he “was not disposed to quarrel with any man for an 
honest expression of opinion, for the good of the people (for the truth and 
sincerity of which he called Heaven to witness); and that if gentlemen 
were honest in their professions of benevolence, he was ready, at any time, 
to co-operate with them, when it would appear that they were right and he 
was wrong” (Battey, 1994, p. 47). 
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 Ridge replied that “he did not understand why it was, if Mr. Ross’ 
declarations were sincere, that large bodies of Indians had been withdrawn 
by their chiefs from the ground, and were not permitted to hear.” 
 Currey, too, expressed his dismay at this situation in his official 
report (Battey, 1994, p. 44): 
 

...their party had been invited to express their views and wishes 
freely; instead of doing this they had withdrawn themselves from the ground, 
and been counselled in the bushes. Why was this so? Were their chiefs still 
disposed to delude their people, when ruin demanded entrance at the red 
man’s door, and the heavy hand of oppression already rested upon his head? 

To say the least of it, there was something suspicious in their 
withdrawal. The officers of government were bound to report their speeches to 
the Secretary of War, and the chiefs had shown contempt to the United States 
by withdrawing themselves and their people in the woods beyond their 
hearing. If this was not the proper construction to be placed upon such a 
proceeding, the chiefs had certainly carried them off to feed their feelings on 
false hopes and false promises once more. 

 
Ridge said he “wanted the whole nation to learn, and be able to 

know their true situation,” which of course wasn’t possible so long as the 
people were kept in the bushes away from the podium (Battey, 1994, p. 
47). 

Ridge added that “he was ready to co-operate with Mr. Ross, or 
anybody else, for the salvation of his bleeding and oppressed 
countrymen.” But “as an honest man, sensible as he was of the difficulties 
and hazards of the crisis that surrounded them all, he must act on the 
suggestions arising out of the case, though it should cost him the last drop 
that heaved his breast...” 

Schermerhorn then took the stand. With the aid of translator Rev. 
Jesse Bushyhead, he “went into a full explanation of the views of the 
Government,” Currey reported. He spoke for three hours; the Cherokees 
were forced to listen to all of it or else jeopardize their annuity payment.  
 “In order to insure attention, this resolution had been so worded 
that it would not dispose of the question (of the annuity) further than the 
single proposition was concerned,” said Currey, “and by addressing them 
before the vote was finished, Mr. Schermerhorn had, perhaps, the largest 
red audience of adult males ever before assembled together in this nation 
at one time.” 
 Schermerhorn’s comments were summarized in the official report 
(Battey, 1994, pp. 47-48): 

 
The Rev. Mr. Schermerhorn ... expressed his satisfaction and 

gratification at the prospect of an amicable reconciliation of all party strife and 
animosity, and so far as he might be concerned in their affairs, he did not 
intend to know any party or distinction of parties; that he only meant to know 
the Cherokee people east of the Mississippi as one party in this case; and that 
he would avail himself of the present occasion to request that during this 
meeting they would select from among themselves a number of delegates, at 
least twelve or more, or any other number they might deem expedient, to meet 
him and Gov. Carroll at the Cherokee agency on Wednesday, the 30th instant, 
to arrange preliminaries necessary to a convention for the adjustment of their 
whole difficulties by treaty; the basis of which had already been fixed by 
Ridge, Ross and others, which he presumed they were all apprised of, and 
suggested the importance of naming Ross and Ridge first on said committee.  
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 The “Devil’s Horn,” as the Cherokees called him, had had his say. 
Now it was time for a vote on the business at hand.  

The following resolution was then introduced by Archilla Smith 
and seconded by John Ridge: 

“Resolved, by the council of the Cherokee nation, that in 
consideration of the poor condition of our people, the aged, the infirm of 
both sexes, men, women and children, that the present annuity of 
$6,666.67 be now divided equally to the people, and to the poor 
particularly, as it is their money, accruing from old treaties with the United 
States. It is now a great many years since they have received the same” 
(Battey, 1994, p. 48). 

The official report to the Secretary of War (see APPENDIX D and 
APPENDIX E) states that John Ridge and his father, Major Ridge, “spoke 
at considerable length” in support of the resolution. Again, it wasn’t the 
annuity that was important. What was important was that everyone 
understand the position of the new Treaty Party. They argued that John 
Ross and the traditional tribal leaders are not the Cherokee Nation. The 
Cherokee people, they said, are the Nation. They went on (Battey, 1994, p. 
48): 

 
 Have the people been benefited by the use made of the money 

heretofore, by their chiefs? Have those chiefs saved the country? Have they 
restored to you your fields? Have they saved your people from the gallows? 
Have they driven back the white settlers? No; but on the other hand, have you 
not lost your laws and government? Have you not been impoverished and 
oppressed? And are you not bleeding and starving under these oppressions? If 
this be the fact, is it not time to take that which will give you some relief from 
want, rather than to vote it to those who can not, or, if they can, will not afford 
you relief? 

 
The Ridges intimated that they could have “done as we pleased” 

with the annuity at the May council held at Running Waters, if they had 
seen it fit to do so. But “few attended,” said the Ridges, and they “would 
not condescend to take advantage of that absence which had been 
procured by the other chiefs. 

 “We preferred to have a full meeting of the people, if practicable, 
and leave the question to the majority,” the Ridges said.  

They asked that the votes be registered one by one with the 
government officials, so that “all may have an opportunity of 
understanding the resolution; and that each and every one may vote as 
Cherokees should learn to vote, independently.” 

An opposing resolution was then offered by Edward Gunter: 
“Resolved, that the present annuity now due to the Cherokee nation be 
paid to John Martin, treasurer of the Cherokee nation.” 

Gunter said that the Cherokee Nation was in debt and that taxation 
to relieve the debt was not possible because state laws would not allow it. 
“He hoped, therefore, they would vote the money to the national treasury.” 
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The Smith/Ridge resolution would be voted on first. Everyone at 
last came out of the bushes and cast their votes. “I took occasion to say to 
the Cherokees, as they came up by districts, that let them vote the money 
in what way they would, it could not save their country,” reported Currey 
(Battey, 1994, p. 44). The vote was entirely lop-sided, “as might have 
been expected,” Currey said, with only 114 in favor of the Smith/Ridge 
resolution and over 2,000 against.  

Now for the Gunter resolution. “The Indians had, by districts, in 
files four deep, been drawn up to vote on Gunter’s resolution, that they 
might hear it read, and be counted the more conveniently,” said Currey. It 
was clear where the hearts and minds of the people lay, but the Ridges had 
one last stunt to pull, now that they at last had a full audience before them. 
“The whole people were called up and the resolution read,” said Currey. 
“Mr. Gunter made a few remarks in its support.” Then Major Ridge 
unexpectedly offered an amendment to Gunter’s resolution, seconded by 
John Ridge, that “the treasurer of the nation pay the same to such persons 
of our nation as owe for money borrowed, and not to the lawyers, which 
the nation has employed, who can be paid at some other time.” 

It wasn’t that the Ridges cared one whit whether or not the 
attorneys were paid. But this amendment gave them, at last, “a full 
opportunity to be heard” by all the people, Currey said. 

“They went into a most pathetic description of national distress and 
individual oppression,” said Currey. The Ridges spoke of “the necessity of 
seeking freedom in another clime; the importance of union and harmony, 
and the beauties of peace and of friendship...” 
 The official report stated that “Major Ridge and John Ridge 
displayed their usual strain of eloquence, making a deep impression on a 
large portion of the crowd, if we take for evidence the rivetted attention 
and the press forward to catch the words that dropped from them...” 
(Battey, 1994, p. 49). 
 Currey reinforced that assessment. When the Ridges spoke, he 
said, “all the previous prejudices so manifestly shown by looks appeared 
to die away, and the benighted foresters involuntarily broke the line and 
pressed forward as if attracted by the powers of magnetism to the stand, 
and when they could get no nearer, they reached their heads forward in 
anxiety to hear the truth” (Battey, 1994, p. 44). 

Major Ridge and John Ridge “spoke of the false hopes excited and 
the delusive promises held out by their lawyers,” according to the report. 
They also spoke “generally of the causes which induced them to secede 
from Ross and his party, and the necessity of an early removal of the 
tribe...” 

The Ridges said that “if there were any who preferred to endure 
misery and wed themselves to slavery, as for them and their friends, they 
craved not such company.” 

Currey sums up the remainder of the meeting (Battey, 1994, p. 44): 
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After the Ridges had procured the desired attention, they withdrew 
their amendment, and the vote was taken on Gunter’s resolution, and carried 
by acclamation. Mr. Schermerhorn then requested each party to appoint 
committees to meet him and Governor Carroll at the agency on the 29th 
instant. Ridge’s party complied. If the other party did, it has not been made 
known to the commissioner. 

By the next mail we will be able to give more information of a 
more satisfactory nature, having reference to the future.  

I have no doubt, although the money went into the treasury of the 
nation ... still, the information communicated in the discussions growing up on 
the occasion will be attended with the most happy consequences to the 
Cherokees, and greatly facilitate a final adjustment of their difficulties. 

It is a matter worthy of remark that so great a number of persons of 
any color have seldom if ever met and preserved better order than was 
observed on this occasion. 

Most respectfully, I have the honor to be your very obedient 
servant, 

 
BENJAMIN F. CURREY. 
Supt. of Cherokee Removal and Acting Indian Agent. 

 
 Although their resolution and amendment were not carried, the 
Ridges accomplished what they had set out to do. Their speeches were not 
without some effect. It states in the report that “in the course of that 
evening and next morning, (there were a) number who deserted from 
Ross’s ranks and enrolled themselves with John Ridge and his friends for 
the western country.” 
 But the overwhelming majority of Cherokees continued to side 
with Ross and they steadfastly refused to cede any more land. So, even at 
this late date, Ridge had not given up hope of working with Ross and the 
National Council. The two parties finally agreed to sit down on the second 
Monday in October to negotiate a treaty at Red Clay, Tennessee. But 
Ridge no longer trusted Ross and his followers, and being in the minority 
position, he encouraged Georgia Gov. Wilson Lumpkin to keep up a 
strong presence of the Georgia Guard in Cherokee territory. “I do 
sincerely -- believe that this Guard is necessary to be continued in this -- 
country until the treaty is consummated,” Ridge told the governor in a 
September letter. “If this guard was not in existence … The lives of the 
emigrating party -- would be sacrificed…” 
 The letter in its entirety (John Ridge, "Letter, 1835 Sept. 22, 
Cassville, Georgia, [to] Wilson Lumpkin, Gov[Ernor of Georgia] / John 
Ridge," Southeastern Native American Documents, 1730-1842, 
www.galileo.peachnet.edu: University of Georgia.): 

Cassville Ga 22d. Sept. 1835. --  
Dear Sir, 

I have been intending to write to you on the Indian Affairs for 
some time, but the press of business in conducting the business of our nation 
at this interesting period, has prevented. I feel pleasure now to say that our 
cause prospers, & I believe will result in the general Cession of the Nation. 
The views taken in a communication by a Gentleman of the bar in the Georgia 
-- Pioneer on the Cherokee treaty, Should be republished with the correction 
of misprints in the paper alluded to. John Ross & his party will try -- to outlive 
the Administration of Genl. Jackson if they are not forced into the treaty, & it 
now -- depends upon the treaty party to -- take a bold and decided stand. We 
have gained so much now in Georgia & Alabama, that we shall soon organise 
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head chiefs & a regular Council for those two states and close the -- treaty -- 
However this is conditioned upon the refusal of the Ross party to Join in a 
general treaty -- He has requested a Conference, and we have accepted it, & it 
is possible that we may agree to make a General Cession. This Conference 
will be held it is proposed on the 2d. Monday in Oct. next in the chartered 
limits of Tennessee -- If that Council passes by with out our bringing the 
parties to an understanding, you may depend upon a vigorous course of 
measures on our part -- How shall we proceed? It is plain that Indians hold 
title to Land by the right of occupancy & The – Ross party chiefs are about to 
abandon this & go to Tennessee -- We have chiefs & a Council & the 
President can acknowledge us & treat with us. In the meantime, and all the 
time the enrollment -- can go on I will go on which will -- give us strength. 
From this -- purpose the next Legislature ought to pass laws to protect us in 
our possessions while we are in the act of preperation for the West. Unless 
this is done our efforts will prove abortive -- The U. S. promises this 
protection, but individual avidity to get possession of Indian Improvements, 
falsifies all these promises. As soon as an Indian enrolls -- the Georgia 
claimant presses him -- out -- this stops them from enrolling -- it gives them 
no time to -- breathe -- no comfort after it -- This should not be -- I know Sir, 
that by force of circumstances your state will get in possession of the -- whole 
of our Lands, but it will -- be with great suffering to the Indians. Our exertions 
will be crippled -- if a favorable legislation is not, had upon this very subject. 
It is nothing but -- what the dictates of humanity will sanction to allow the 
Indians to -- go off unmolested, when they evince a desire to do so by 
enrollment. I cannot close this letter without referring to the great good, which 
Col. Bishop -- & the Georgia Guard have effected. If the Legislature would 
grant him certain discretionary powers in relation to the Indians it would be of 
great service. 

The Ross party tried hard to counteract the growth of our party by -
- murders -- it is dreadful to reflect on -- the amount of blood which has been 
shed -- by the savages on those who have only exercised the right of -- 
opinion -- The Guard has been watchful & they have arrested these -- men 
who encourage the murders, & some of the murderers themselves. They see 
now that this course will not do. The amount of other crimes committed in this 
-- country is amazing, & I do sincerely -- believe that this Guard is necessary 
to be continued in this -- country until the treaty is consummated. If this guard 
was not in existence our labors would be inefficient compared to what they 
are -- The lives of the emigrating party -- would be sacrificed, & also the -- 
lives of the citizens of Georgia would be in danger -- I can say that the 
prospects of a -- general treaty is flattering, but we -- must prepare for the 
work as good generals in time of war. Keep what we have & gain the balance. 
The officers of the U. S. in  this country & myself wrote you a joint letter on 
the subject of granting indulgence to the treaty party in -- their possessions 
while they remained according to the promises of the U.S. which I hope you 
have received before this. 

Of course this letter is not for publication -- I shall write to you 
again --  

your friend  
John Ridge  

As the conference date neared, troops were sent to keep the peace. 
Ridge urged Wilson to keep his Georgians in check – at least when it came 
to those who supported the Treaty -- since continued depredations would 
only serve to discredit and undermine the Treaty Party.  

“Whatever of protection the U. S. shall promise the friends of the 
treaty & the Indians who will be moving from the state under it, should 
not be falsified by the acts of the Georgia citizens . . . . The aggressions of 
the citizens of Georgia on the enrolled emigrants are increasing which 
retards our operations very much (Woodward, 1963, p. 187). 

General John E. Wool reported on Oct. 11, 1835 that he would 
“leave this morning for New Echota, where I have a camp of two 
companies of volunteers, to watch the movements of a council of 
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Cherokees now sitting at that place, and to prevent disturbances that might 
arise between the parties of Ross and Ridge” (Wilkins, 1970, p. 285). 

Ridge again wrote to Gov. Lumpkin, at about the same time, that a 
“conference is now in session composed of five men of each party . . . to 
try to compromise and close the treaty but if it can't come to an agreement, 
the plan is to make a treaty in December. . . .” (Woodward, 1963, p. 187). 

One witness of the two-party negotiations at Red Clay reported 
(Wilkins, 1970, pp. 269-270): 

 
I cannot imagine a spectacle of more moral grandeur than the 

assembly of such a people under such circumstances ... The woods echoed 
with the trampling of many feet; a long and orderly procession emerged from 
among the trees, the gorgeous autumnal tints of whose departing foliage 
seemed in sad harmony with the noble spirit now beaming in this departing 
race. Most of the train was on foot. There were a few aged men, and some few 
women, on horseback. The train halted at the humble gate of the principal 
chief: he stood ready to receive them. Everything was noiseless ... Their dress 
was neat and picturesque: all wore turbans, except four or five with hats; 
many of them tunics with sashes; many, long robes, and nearly all some 
drapery: so that they had the oriental air of the old scripture pictures of 
patriarchal procession ... The salutation over, the old men remained near the 
chief, and the rest withdrew to various parts of the enclosure; some sitting 
Turk fashion against the trees, others upon logs, and thers upon the fences, but 
with the eyes of all fixed upon their chief. 

 
The two parties consulted for several days before reaching a 

compromise. “I consider that the Indian controversy is now closed,” Ridge 
confidently reported from the council ground. “The Ross party and the 
Treaty party have united, and have agreed to close the Cherokee 
difficulties by a general treaty” (Wilkins, 1970, p. 270).  

But at the last moment, after apparent agreement had been reached, 
Ross added a curious clause that threw everything back into question. As 
Ridge described the course of events, “The question was, Are you willing 
to take five millions of dollars for your country?  No, no, was the cry of 
the people.” The request was strange since it had been Ross himself who 
had requested that specific amount from the Senate.  “Some few of the 
better informed were placed in a different position to lead the way,” Ridge 
said, “and the Indians without knowing the difference between 5,000 and 
five millions, said No!  They did not understand.” (Wilkins, 1970, p. 271) 

 
Then the question was put, Are you willing to give full power to 

these twenty men to do your business?  The answer was, Yes.  They were then 
dismissed and they scattered that very night. There was no deliberation. . . . A 
vast majority . . . were of the opinion that they had rejected the propositions of 
the Government altogether, and had instructed their delegation to make no 
treaty, and consequently, had saved the land.  This was the result of a manifest 
equivocation and double dealing with an ignorant people.  None but the 
committee of negotiators remained and John Ross's council to reject 
[Schermerhorn's] propositions.   

 

Ridge and his faction were forced to go along with the rest, in the 
spirit of consensus, and pressured to reject their own treaty by vote. But 
Schermerhorn would perservere. “If it can't come to an agreement, the 
plan is to make a treaty in December,”  Ridge wrote (Woodward, 1970, p. 
187). Schermerhorn “appointed 3rd Monday in Dec. to meet with people at 
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New Echota,” even though Ridge said in an Oct. 31 letter to Col. John H. 
Lumpkin that the Dec. meeting was “contrary to the will of all parties” and 
that “no people will meet at New Echota” since “there is no reason for it.” 
(Letter to Col. John H. Lumpkin from John Ridge at New Echota,, Oct. 
31, 1835). 

Ridge explained the predicament as he saw it: 
 

If legislature passes laws about removal, have them be contingent 
and conditional - if no treaty is made by next July let the laws operate against 
us - I feel great desire to avert calamity of turning out people out in middle of 
winter. 

  
In the meantime, Georgia kept up its intimidation tactics, even 

flagrantly crossing the Tennessee line to arrest John Ross and his visitor, 
John Howard Payne, a famous songwriter, at Ross’ home at Red Hill.  A 
newspaper at the time called the act “an outrage,” but added that the tales 
of the incident probably were “not true.” 
 

Cherokees in Milledgeville state that GA Guard in absence of 
Bishop crossed Tn line and arrested John Ross at his home and brought him 
into Ga -say this perpetrated at suggestion of Schermerhorn and Currie to keep 
Ross from Washington. 

 
 Missionary Sophia Sawyer wrote from Running Waters on Nov. 7 
that “Mr. John Rofs is in confinement at Spring Place and his papers taken 
from him. One of the agents Ross’ brother are here __ tomorrow Mr. 
Ridge will go assist Mr. Ross” (ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 547).  
 Ridge did assist in gaining the release of Ross, but two parties still 
did not come to terms. When the time for the Dec. meeting at New Echota 
finally came, no one from the National Council even bothered to attend. 
Although Major Ridge, John Ridge, Elias Boudinot, and the rest of the 
Treaty Party knew they were likely signing their own death warrants, they 
agreed that the time for negotation had passed. Major Ridge said on Dec. 
22 (Wilkins, 1970, p. 276-277): 

 
We cannot remain here in safety and comfort.  I know we love the 

graves of our fathers. . . . We can never forget these homes, I know, but an 
unbending, iron necessity tells us we must leave them.  I would willingly die 
to preserve them, but any forcible effort to keep them will cost us our lands, 
our lives and the lives of our children.  There is but one path of safety, one 
road to future existence as a Nation.  That path is open before you.  Make a 
treaty of cession.  Give up these lands and go over beyond the great Father of 
Waters.  

 Many people – even U.S. Army officers – could see this treaty for 
the sham that it was.  Major W. M. Davis wrote to the Secretary of War 
(Bass, 1936, 171-3): 

I conceive that my duty to the President, to yourself, and to my 
country reluctantly compels me to make a statement of facts in relation to a 
meeting of a small number of Cherokees at New Echota last December, who 
were met by Mr. Schermerhorn and articles of a general treaty entered into 
between them and the whole Cherokee Nation. . . .  
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Sir, that paper . . . called a treaty, is no treaty at all, because not 
sanctioned by the great body of the Cherokee and made without participation 
or assent.  I solemnly declare to you that upon its reference to the Cherokee 
people it would be instantly rejected by nine-tenths of them, and I believe by 
nineteen-twentieths of them.   

There were not present at the conclusion of the treaty more than 
one hundred Cherokee voters, although the weather was everything that could 
be desired.  The Indians had long been notified of the meeting, and blankets 
were promised to all who would come and vote for the treaty.   

The business of making a treaty was transacted with a committee 
appointed by the Indians present, so as not to expose their number.  The power 
of attorney under which the committee acted was signed only by the president 
and secretary of the meeting, so as not to disclose their weakness. . . . Mr. 
Schermerhorn's apparent design was to conceal the real number present and to 
impose on the public and the government upon this point.   

The delegation taken to Washington by Mr. Schermerhorn had no 
more authority to make a treaty than any other dozen Cherokees picked up for 
that purpose.   

I now warn you and the President that if this paper of 
Schermerhorn's called a treaty is sent to the Senate and ratified you will bring 
trouble upon the government and eventually destroy this the Cherokee 
Nation.  The Cherokees are a peaceable, harmless people, but you may drive 
them to desperation, and this treaty cannot be carried into effect except by the 
strong arm of force.   

The attacks grew so clamorous that John Ridge felt compelled to 
defend himself in May, 1836, as worked to get the Treaty of New Echota 
ratified by the U.S. Congress (Wilkins, 1970, p. 281)::  

You say John Ridge was prompted by a selfish ambition when he 
signed the treaty, and no one knows it better than he. . . . John Ridge may not 
die tomorrow . . .  but sooner or later he will have to yield his life as the 
penalty for signing.  John Ridge has not acted blindly, for he sees plainly that 
his people cannot hope to stand against the white man in their present 
situation.  By removing to the west they may in time learn to hold their own 
with the white man.  Let it not be said that John Ridge acted from motives of 
ambition, for he acted for what he believed to be the best interest of his 
people.   

 
Ridge, Boudinot, and Stand Watie sent a letter to Schermerhorn to 

further explain their actions (Wilkins, 1970, p. 281): 
 

Some may be secretly induced to assassinate, by John Ross & his 
friends, but it will be done so secretly that only one or two may fall. What will 
that be to the joy which the treaty will ultimately give to the Indians? the 
thousands who will emigrate and be happy? the thousands who will be 
relieved from the lowest state of wretchedness and who, now reduced almost 
to nakedness and starvation; buffeted and lacerated by the settlers among 
them; driven, with their women and little ones, from their cabins and their 
fields, to the woods and mountains, stripped of the little property they once 
possessed; wandering outcasts, and dependent on the cold charity of their new 
opporessors? 

 
While Ridge labored in Washington for treaty ratification, students 

back at Sophia Sawyer’s school at Running Waters painted a vivid picture 
of what daily life was like for the Cherokee people as white Georgians 
continued to claim their lots and evict Cherokees from their own homes. 
Student Rachel Smith wrote a series of letters from Running Waters in 
May, 1836, telling the heartbreaking tale of her father – a stark illustration 
of what Ridge must have meant when he argued “that his people cannot 
hope to stand against the white man in their present situation.” 
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“I have been at school here nearly five months to Mifs Sawyer,” 
Smith wrote from Running Waters on May 18 (ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 
554). Smith said that she began her schooling at the old Brainerd Mission, 
near Chattanooga, on the old farm of John Ross’ grandfather.  “I was there 
when the buildings were burnt,” she said. 

After that, Smith attended school at Haweis for about two years. 
The Haweis mission station was located west of modern-day Rome, near 
the Alabama state line, just north of the Coosa River. The graves from the 
old mission site are still visible and a modern road there still retains the 
name of Smith grandfather: “Cabin Smith Road.” 

“I live about thirty miles from Running Waters. I suppose you have 
heard of Big-Cabin Smith, my father is his son. My proud father once 
lived just about two miles from the Mifsionary Station at Haweis. 

 “He has been turned out from his house by the white people,” 
Smith said of her father. “He was very sick when he was turned out from 
his house, and has been very sick ever since. He is not able to go outdoors. 
The last time I heard from him they said that he could not talk loud, only 
just whisper. He is a very old man. They do not expect he will live long.” 

Two days later, on May 20, Smith wrote that her “proud father was 
dead.” 

“He was a very wicked man only a few years ago,” she said. “He 
was converted after he was a very old man. Hope he was gone to heaven.” 
Since he had been turned out of his own home, despite his ill health, he 
had died at his daughter’s house.  

Smith said that she had come to the school at Running Waters the 
previous Christmas and “boarded at Mr. Ridge’s,” her cousin. She wrote 
in her letters that she enjoyed writing on the school’s black board. “I like it 
very well,” she said. 

The Northrops – parents of Mrs. Ridge – apparently came down to 
Running Waters for an extended period, from the fall of 1835 through 
mid-1836 – to help manage the day-to-day affairs of Running Waters 
while Ridge was occupied with matters related to the Treaty. 

“Mrs. Ridge’s father, mother and sister have been here ever since 
August,” Smith wrote on May 25. “They talk about going home as soon as 
Mr. Ridge returns from Washington City. Their daughter is about thirteen 
years old. They are very good people. We have family prayers now. Mr. 
Northrup is here. We read in the testament by course read in the morning, 
and Mifs Sawyer reads in the evening, she asks questions and we answer.” 

On May 29, Smith wrote that “Mr. Ridge has been expecting to 
come home every week for a long time.” But ratifying the Treaty of New 
Echota evidently took much longer than he had hoped.  

“He has been waiting for the treaty to be ratified,” said Smith.  
“There they have been all Winter, and done nothing yet. Our people are 
suffering most of them with hunger, and a great many have been turned 
out of their houses since, and some put in prison for being accused of 
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stealing. We heard for truth that two old Cherokee men died near New 
Echota for want of food.” 

Although the U.S. troops had food available to give to the 
Cherokees, few would take it, because they felt that taking the food would 
compromise their steadfast position against leaving their land. General 
John W. Wool wrote to President Jackson (Bass, 1936, p. 171): 

It is vain to talk to a people almost universally opposed to the 
treaty and who maintain that they never made such a treaty.  So determined 
are they in their opposition that no one of all those who were present and 
voted at the council held but a day or two since, however poor or destitute, 
would either receive rations or clothing from the United States lest they might 
compromise themselves in regard to the treaty.  These same people as well as 
those in the mountains of North Carolina, during the summer past, preferred 
living upon the roots and sap of trees rather than receive provisions from the 
United States, and thousands, as I have been informed, had no other food for 
weeks.  Many have said they will die before they will leave the country.  

Nevertheless, on Monday, June 6, word came to Running Waters 
that the Treaty had at last been approved. 

“Monday Mrs. Ridge received a letter from Mr. Ridge. He said 
that the Cherokee treaty was ratified, and that were hungry would be 
furnished with food. Now all the Cherokees are obliged to go to the 
West, and all those that wish to stay in this Country, have to obey the 
Georgia laws, if they do not they cannot stay” (ABCFM, Reel 741, 
Frame 554). 

As it turned out, only a very few were allowed to remain in 
Georgia. But Ross and the Cherokee people continued to fight against 
the Treaty and the Removal, all the way up until the May, 1838 
deadline. In a letter written Sept. 30, 1836, Ross said (Moulton, The 
Papers of Chief John Ross, Volume 1,, 461-3): 

. . . The chiefs, National Committee & Council and the people of 
the Cherokee Nation in General Council assembled have resolved that, the 
instrument purporting to be a treaty made at New Echota, on the 29th day of 
Decr. 1835 by the revd. Jno F. Schermerhorn commissioner of the United 
States and the Chiefs, head men & people of the Cherokee Tribe of Indians, is 
a fraud upon the Govt. of the United States and an act of oppression on the 
Cherokee people - that those who are represented as acting on the part of the 
Cherokees, and who assume the style of "Chiefs & Head men" hold no such 
title or designation from the Cherokees, nor, have they received authority 
from the Nation to form said instrument, therefore said instrument is null & 
void and can never in justice be enforced upon the nation, as they do most 
solemnly disclaim and utterly reject said instrument. . . . That any 
irresponsible individuals assuming to themselves the power to act in the name 
of the Nation, without authority first legitimately obtained, will be deemed 
guilty of infringing to prerogatives of the Nation, and violating the rights of 
the Cherokee people, who will surely never sanction such usurpation nor 
acquiesce in the doings of such persons.  

Jno Ross   

Ross did everything in his power, but he could not stop the tide. 
Now that Washington had a ratified Treaty in hand, Ross could do nothing 
to stop the Removal. As Ridge wrote to Gov. Lumpkin on Nov. 2, 1836, 
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“We will carry out the treaty triumphantly notwithstanding John Ross's 
efforts to delude the ignorant class.” 

Ridge and his fellow Treaty Party members did not wait for the 
deadline. Instead the elected to go ahead and move their families to the 
new territories in the West, where it would doubtlessly be safer for them.  
He wrote a letter to Lumpkin on June 27, 1837 (Wilkins, 1970, p. 295): 
 

Tomorrow at about 9 o’clock I shall leave this place for my 
temporary residence in Wills Valley, and in one week I shall according to our 
contract with the U.S. bid an everlasting farewell to the land of my birth. On 
this extraordinary occasion, which is finally consummating the transplanting 
of a people, remarkable for their attachment to the soil, no one can be an 
indifferent spectator. In the history of the Nation, if there is a page assigned to 
my name and that of our house, I know not what will be said. 

 
Ridge knew that “John Ridge may not die tomorrow . . . but sooner 

or later he will have to yield his life as the penalty for signing.”   
The day would come just after the Removal was carried out, on 

June 22, 1839. Three execution squads were sent out against the Treaty 
Party targets. A group of 25 men were assigned to Ridge, and they quickly 
surrounded his house. Three men broke into Ridge’s home and roused him 
from sleep. Their attempt to kill him there failed due to the misfire of a 
pistol, so the three men dragged Ridge out into his yard. The clamor 
roused his wife and children. His son John Rollin Ridge gave the 
following account of what happened next (Wilkins, 1970, pp. 322-323): 
 

Two men held him by the arms and others by the body, 
while another stabbed him with a dirk twenty-nine times. 

My mother rushed out to the door, but they pushed her back 
with their guns into the house, and prevented her egress until their act 
was finished.  

After severing his jugular vein, they threw Ridge into the 
air and let his bleeding body crash to the earth. Then the men 
marched over their victim, stamping on him as they passed in single 
file. 

Still Ridge was not dead... 
My mother ran out to him. 
He raised himself on his elbow and tried to speak, but the 

blood flowed into his mouth and prevented him. 
In a few moments more he died, without speaking that last 

word he wished to say. 
Then succeeded a scene of agony the sight of which might 

make one regret that the human race had ever been created. 
It has darkened my mind with an eternal shadow... 
By his side stay my mother, with hands clasped, and in speechless 

agony – she had given him her heart in the days of her youth and beauty, left 
the home of her parents, and followed the husband of her choice to a wild and 
distant land. 

And bending over him was his own afflicted mother, with her long, 
white hair flung loose over her shoulders and bosom, crying to the Great Spirit 
to sustain her in that dreadful hour. 

And in addition to all these, the wife, the mother, and the little 
children, who scarcely knew their loss, were the dark faces of those who had 
been the murdered man’s friends, and probably, some who had been privy to 
the assassination, who had come to smile over the scene. 
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Sophia Sawyer and her Mission School 
 
 

“On another hill some 200 yards distant stood the 
school house, built at my father’s expense, for the 
use of a missionary, Miss Sophie Sawyer, who made 
her home with our family and taught my father’s 
children and all who chose to come for her 
instruction. I went to this school until I was ten 
years of age – which was in 1837.”  

    ---John Rollin Ridge 
 
 

 
 
 
Sophia Sawyer – the teacher at the small Cherokee school at 

Running Waters -- was a missionary from New England who joined the 
American Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions (ABCFM) in 
1823, when she was 31 years old, shortly after graduating from Byfield 
Female Seminary (Castelow, 2005, pp. 33-34). Her first assignment was at 
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the Brainerd Mission near present-day Chattanooga, Tennessee. She wrote 
to a friend shortly after she began her new duties, “every feature” of the 
Cherokee students “seems to say ‘teach me to read – lead me to God – I 
am the workmanship of his almighty hand – Jesus has died for me & sent 
you here to teach me – I shall go to heaven or hell – much depends on 
your instruction’” (Castelow, 2005, p. 36). John Ridge had attended the 
Brainerd school in 1817 before leaving to attend another ABCFM school, 
the Foreign Mission School in Cornwall, Connecticut.  Sawyer’s 
affiliation with the ABCFM would continue for 15 years, through 1839. 
But her journey would not be a smooth one, as she struggled to become 
accepted by her fellow missionaries under what she described as “very 
trying” circumstances. 

Even as early as May 24, 1824, Sawyer revealed in a letter that she 
was anxious about fitting in at Brainerd (Castelow, 2005, p. 61): 

 
I so much fear unfitting myself for the station in which I am 

placed, that I am rigid respecting all my rules of conduct. I rise as 
soon as I can see; to be ready for prayers, when the bell tolls at 
sunrise - I must see that all my scholars are dressed properly, and 
seated in the dining-room at sunrise. We have supper after sunset, & 
then attend prayers. After this, I have all the little ones to see washed 
& in bed before I can retire ... I have nineteen girls in school 
seventeen of which board with me, and are principally under my care. 
I have charge of their washing, ironing, mending, and making their 
clothes. Their work-room, school-room, beds and sleeping chamber 
to take care and keep clean. Their chamber is large sufficient to hold 
ten beds, I have a little chamber at the end of it and one to take care 
of for female company - our chambers are over the school and work-
room, all without paint and must be kept clean. Ten girls, under ten 
years are with me all the time to learn to sew, and the nameless things 
that are connected with the education of children.  

 
Sawyer was transferred from Brainerd to the Haweis mission, just 

west of modern-day Rome, Georgia, in 1828. But the missionary in charge 
of Haweis, Elizur Butler, complained of Sawyer’s “instability.” He wrote 
to his superiors, “I cannot think her a suitable person to have the care of 
heathen children. Her pupils will be naturly led into her peculiarities. I feel 
it absolutely necessary that she should be placed in some different 
situation” (Castelow, 2005, p. 68). 

She sought help from Samuel Worcester, a missionary at New 
Echota. But he offered her little comfort (Castelow, 2005, p. 68): 

 
As for my desire that you should remain at Haweis, it was 

based on the supposition that nothing was wanting in order to your 
usefulness, but self-government and contentment; and on the 
principal that self-government and contentment are personal 
duties…if you are so much the involuntary slave of your passions or 
'feelings' that you cease to be in that respect a moral agent, - or if, for 
whatever reason, those feelings are not to be under your control, I 
must say, that I do not think you are to be useful there. 
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She moved to New Echota in February, 1829, explaining that the 
“persons under whose direction I am called to act must possess such 
qualities as to engage my affection & confidence, or I must be allowed to 
use my own judgement, & act on my own principles.” There was no 
school there, so Sawyer would be building one from the ground up. 
Worcester had his reservations (Castelow, 2005, p. 69): 

 
In regard to the expediency of her opening a school here, 

other than a Sabbath school, which she has already, I have much 
doubt. The situation and character of the population around us is 
such, that the attempt would be attended with difficulties, with which 
I fear she is not qualified to cope, though she would herself be glad to 
make the experiment."  

 
But by April 1830, Sawyer’s school at New Echota had opened 

with 18 Cherokee students, three black students, and two white students. 
School was held in the Cherokee Council House, which Sawyer described 
as “cold & dark - the chimney is failing the roof leaks badly - not suitable 
places for books, & the sized makes it very hard speaking for the teacher” 
(Castelow, 2005, p. 70).  

But if she hoped to make a better impression at New Echota than 
she had at Brainerd or Haweis, she seems to have failed, so far as 
Worcester was concerned (Castelow, 2005, p. 72):  

 
Indeed her character is a strange compound of inconsistencies, 

exhibiting some traits which appear like decided evidence of Christian 
character, and other which, at least if viewed by themselves, appear perfectly 
incompatible with the existence of true piety. And however we may excuse 
these latter traits of character, they certainly constitute an important 
disqualification for a member of a mission family. For myself, I do not well 
know how to have it permanently so in my own family, that the parents should 
often have a torment of abuse poured on them without measure in the 
presence of their children, by one whom those children are taught to look 
upon, not only as their teacher, but as a Christian, and a fellow laborer with 
their parents in the work of the Gospel. In this, as well as in some other 
respects, her example is not such as we would have before the eyes of our 
children…. We would have our dwelling a dwelling of peace; and we do not 
know whether peace has dwelt, we do not easily perceive how it can dwell, 
where Miss Sawyer is an inmate. 

 
Which was not to say that Sawyer was a poor teacher, Worcester 

was quick to point out. “If only Miss Sawyer's character as a teacher were 
to be taken into the account, I should not hesitate to recommend her ... In 
point of indefatigable effort and perseverance she can hardly be 
exceeded.” It was only “as a member of a mission family that the 
objection lie against her." 

Nevertheless she continued to operate her school until 1834, when 
the mission was closed by the ABCFM as New Echota was transformed 
into a military outpost. She continued classes briefly at the home of Elias 
Boudinot to finish out the school year. At that point, John Ridge made the 
case for her to set up a school near his home at Running Waters, about 20 
miles southwest of New Echota. Ridge wrote to Rev. David Greene of the 
ABCFM in Boston, Massachusetts on July 24, 1834 to request that she be 
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allowed to continue as a teacher among them. "She will accomplish as 
much good for a hundred dollars in the year, as those same missionary 
establishments which consume thousands. Her great power lies in the 
affections of the Cherokee families, and the success with which her labors 
are attended. She is popular among us, & her corrections of the scholars 
are not ill received by the Parents. She is truly a mother of her pupils.”

 

Ridge described Sawyer as a “lady of fine feelings & susceptibilities of 
mind, and in the providence of God, unsupported and uncherished by any 
relations in this world…she enjoys our keenest sympathy, and ought to be 
supported by the approbation of the Board. If she is not, I can not answer 
for the pangs of heart affliction she will experience, when the ties which 
connect it with the Indians in her devoted labors shall be cut asunder” 
(Castelow, 2005, p. 75). 

The next month, Greene wrote a letter to Ridge agreeing to send 
her to Running Waters “if she can be happy and useful there.” 

The Missionary Herald reported soon afterward (Macenczak, 
1991, p. 34): 

 
Miss Sawyer closed her school at New-Echota in December, and 

soon after removed to Running Waters, the residence of .... Mr. John Ridge, 
where she has since continued her school, under the immediate patronage of 
(Ridge), from who she received much kindness. 

 
Sawyer began writing letters to Rev. Greene from her new school 

at Running Waters on Apr. 17, 1835. Just as she was opening the school, 
she came down with a terrible sickness that threatened to delay the 
beginning of classes. Her illness may have been worsened by suffering 
through a “severe” winter. In February “water froze near the fire,” Sawyer 
said, and “snow fell in March to considerable depth.” Everyone “quit 
business,” Sawyer said, and she felt “crushed” by the cold, and the New 
England native “had to call to recollection Northern winters to rouse me to 
action, or I should not have accomplished anything” (ABCFM, Reel 741, 
Frame 541). 

 
 Soon after I closed my last letter to you Sir, I was taken suddenly 
ill with chills & fever attended with extreme thirst & pain in the left side & 
breast, with great difficulty in respiration. Every sinew and nerve in the part 
affected seemed like so many lancets to pierce me communicating with the 
whole system, & filling me with extreme suffering. ... I felt myself so entirely 
in the hands of God.... Without medical advice, we did what we could, the 
disease yielded to medicine after a few days suffering. It left me weak, 
however, & with a cough, sorenefs at the breast & I suffered some anxiety, 
which you would tell me was wrong, les I should be unable to open the school 
at the time appointed... (ABCFM, Reel 741, Frames 539 and 540). 

 
But God, in the end, was “gracious,” she said, and gave her 

“strength to teach,” though her cough persisted. “When the scholars came 
my returning strength seemed to me almost miraculous,” she said. 

The school at Running Waters had 25 students, including nine 
boarders, she told Rev. Greene. “Mr. Fields has built a cabin near & 
boards five of his own children, these with children from the 
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neighborhood, make twenty five including Mr. Ridge’s children” 
(ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 540). 

Her students seemed to be “very promising,” she said. Some of the 
students came from her former school at New Echota, and others were 
“formerly from High Tower,” near modern-day Cartersville. 

“The parents were members of that Church & amidst all the storms 
of the political world retain their Christian characters uncontaminated by 
surrounding vices,” Sawyer said (ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 540). 

 
 I have enough to engage all my energies in the work before me, 

but I need faith to give me confidence to go forward amidst surrounding 
difficulties. You can scarcely conceive the effect, when the present state of 
society has on characters that are not governed by religious principle; & the 
danger to which the youth are exposed – I sometimes shrink with horror from 
a view of what may be the situation & characters of many with whom I have 
intercourse. I fear for myself lest a knowledge of so much wickednefs should 
make me yield the line standard of morals; & thus become carelefs of those 
committed to my care. Dear Sir, pray for me continually that my faith fail not.  

 
Sawyer hoped to “be permitted to continue the school until July,” 

when she would “give a full account of (her) labors and succefs.” 
 

 
 

 
 “I find much comfort with Mrs. Ridge – am kindly treated by all,” 
she said. The Ridges and Boudinots were her primary patrons, and they 
offered to continue to support the school should Sawyer decide to 
accompany them on their journey to the West. But she worried that the 
politics of her situation might eventually require her to temper the 
religious aspect of the children’s education, and that she “might not be 
sustained in the religious institution & discipline” that she thought 
necessary. 
  In fact, if she were no longer allowed to proselytize, the school 
really wasn’t worth having, she argued. The Christian message was 
central, “without which I consider the object of teaching ... insignificant to 
retain me among this people (ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 540). 

“You know all our efforts are in subordination to the grand object 
the salvation of the soul—If we fail of this, we loose all that is worth 
thought,” she said. 

Sawyer’s letters are typically filled with much minutiae detailing 
the day-to-day life of the school. In this first letter, she asks that one dollar 
be paid “for Rollin Ridge,” son of John Ridge, “that Parley’s Magazine 
may be continued to him another year,” and she notes that the elder Ridge 
“brought me Tanners Universal Atlas a present from Mr. Boudinot,” upon 
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his return from Washington. “Mr. Ridge also brought me a bonnet, shoes 
&c,” she said (ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 539). 

The following week, on Thursday, Apr. 23, Sawyer wrote that 
school had begun and the “scholars all send their grateful and affectionate 
regards. They are in fine health & spirits.” Although Sawyer still had not 
fully recovered from her sickness and she would often “return exhausted 
to our chamber for rest,” the students would “go in every direction in the 
surrounding forest for blofsoms. Weak and depressed as I am, I cannot be 
insensible to the returning (beauties) of Spring. The goodness of God 
forces itself on me in the renewed vegitation around. All creatures who 
have life are happy but man & he alone is vile” (ABCFM, Reel 741, 
Frame 541). 

Her next letter to Rev. Greene was written from Running Waters 
on June 15. In it she included some writing specimens from her students. 
The main sample, from Mary Fields, contained “no correction except in 
grammar & spelling, & very little in these.” As to the other samples – 
including an eight-year-old John Rollin Ridge -- she urged Greene to 
“have patience” as he read them (ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 542). 

Fields (first cousin to the aforementioned student Rachel Smith, 
granddaughter of Cabin Smith) was much more than a student to Sawyer – 
she also helped as an interpreter and, in emergency situations, even filled 
in as a teacher at the school. Fields “has been above all price,” said 
Sawyer. “Besides sustaining a high place as a scholar she has taken care of 
two sisters and one brother & for a while a little brother out of school,” 
she said, as the Fields children all “boarded in a cabin near the school 
house & their parents brought provision” (ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 544). 

The Fields sample is particularly instructive as to the day-to-day 
activities of the school (ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 542): 

 
 

Dear Sir, 
 
 I will write these few lines to you, though I never saw you. 
 I am going to school, to Mifs S. Sawyer now. I have learned great 
deal more now, than all the schools I ever went to. The first time I ever went 
to school was at Dr. Butler’s, the second time in Tennefsee, the third at New 
Echota. This is the fourth school I am into now. 
 Yesterday morning one of the little school boys was hurt very 
badly. He was kicked by a mule on his forehead, so Mifs Sawyer had to sew 
his skin. The little boy was very patient, while Mifs S. was drefsing it. He is 
better now, he has studied some today. 
 All the children are learning first, in this school. Mifs S. is the best 
teacher, I ever went to school to. I have been to school to three teachers two 
be-sides Mifs S. Some of the children cannot talk English, nor understand. I 
have two sisters that is not talk English much, but they understand all we say. 
Mifs S. makes these children that cannot speak English stand up, & repeat 
some hymns after her, that learns them to speak plain. Once I could not speak 
a word of English. When I was about six or eight years old. I am now 
fourteen, and on my fifteenth year. 
 I interpret every night to the children, that cannot understand, 
about the bible which we read. 

The court house at New Echota was very cool, but the white 
people took it away. There was another small house, in the town, & Mifs 
Sawyer kept her school in that house, at Mr. Ridges is very cool and pleasant, 
the trees are thick all around it. It has a smooth plank floor, & a large fire 
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place & five glafs windows, two large ones and three are shut with a slide. 
Two swallows have made a nest in the chimney. Every morning when we 
wake, the birds are singing sweet-ly around the school house. 

Betsey Adair, Eleanor Boudinot, Rollin Ridge & myself are 
studying Geography, & Geometry. We have been studying Arithmetic. We 
read the History of the United States, in the after noon, & spell. We have been 
reviewing our lefsons, & we have not spell any this week. Next week we shall 
spell. Then it will be the last week the school will continue. Perhaps I shall 
never go to school any more. Father’s family will go to Arkansaw this fall. 

 
   Mary Fields 

 
 Between June and July, as the Council at Running Waters 
approached, tensions flared between the Ross and Ridge camps and “three 
of the scholars were withdrawn in consequence of the political disturbance 
among the people,” Sawyer reported in a July 3 letter. “Amidst this one of 
(the students) was suddenly made very sick by a fever, which continued 
seven days,” Sawyer said (ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 543). 
 

 Mr. and Mrs. Ridge were engaged with the Council & I felt the 
responsibility of giving medicine without medical advice, on the consent of 
her parents who were at too great distance to be consulted. I knew the fever 
was gaining ground every moment that calomel must be given to remove bile 
that had resisted other medicine. Mr. R. hesitated to give calomel without her 
father’s consent, anticipating his feelings should the disease prove fatal. Said 
however use your own judgment I must go to the Council ground. Mrs. Ridge 
was with me & we watched the paroxysm of fever until noon, when the 
servant came with the medicine & I gave the calomel leaving the conse 
quence with God. Nearly sunset her father arrived, while she was suffering 
under the operation of the medicine. When he entered the chamber & saw his 
daughter’s suffering & my anxiety, he gave me the kindest approbation of all I 
had done, & afsured us of a favorable result. This for a time gave me comfort. 
In the morning her father left for the Council, giving me the kindest afsurance 
that all would be well, that he left her confidently to my management. The 
fever returned with long & severe paroxysms, & the dear creature would cry 
to me for relief, & seemed unwilling I should leave her bed for a moment.  

 
 The student Mary Fields took over Sawyer’s teaching duties while 
she waited for the mother of the sick girl to arrive. “When I went to the 
school house & saw the good order & instruction there & felt that a 
Cherokee girl only fourteen was presiding I was relieved of half my 
burden,” said Sawyer (ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 543). 

Finally the mother arrived and and Sawyer noted how “sweet” it 
was “to have her feel with me, all the sufferings of the dear afflicted one.” 
Sawyer called the child’s parents “enlightened,” noting that they could 
read and write but that they were “strangers to the religion of the Bible.” 

The sick girl’s father was “opposed to mifsionaries,” Sawyer said, 
and she feared she might do something “to encrease the opposition or at 
least not recommend to them the religion I profefsed.” 

 But rather than chastise Sawyer, the parents “both exprefsed 
gratitude for what I had done in strong language,” Sawyer said. 

 Finally the sick girl recovered to the extent that she was “able to 
ride,” Sawyer said, and “she returned with her mother & remained there as 
the school was so near closing. 
 “Thus released from the sick chamber & my school diminished,” 
Sawyer said, “I returned to it & put forth all my remaining energies to 
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bring forward the pupils. The ... scholars have done better than I dared to 
hope when I received them.”  
 Sawyer then gave to Rev. Greene an example of “one of the most 
unpromising” students she’d had under her tutelage at the Running Waters 
school (ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 543): 
 

When I was able to walk ... after my sickness last winter I saw 
lying on a bench in the back yard a dirty boy I judged from the size of twelve 
years age. To my inquiries I received the answer he is one of the neighbors 
children who will attend school __ My heart died within are these the 
materials thought I with which my remaining strength is to be employed? 
When I entered school this boy would come on the Sabbath & would linger 
round the school house & stay about with the black people from day to day. I 
still ... feared the weather was yet too cold, with his lazy habits, to secure a 
constant and prompt attendance. Determined when he did begin he should do 
something or nothing. At last I invited him in & told him the difficulties of 
learning to read ___ of the mental effort required___ the habits of industry & 
cleanlinefs requisite to attendance of this school of the long course of mental 
effort before he could receive much (progress) in reading English. And last 
placed before him the advantages of being able to read __ Especially the 
Bible. He looked serious but of course could not estimate untried difficulties. I 
gave him the letter and told him to remember their name and then he should 
receive more. In this way I proceeded and found him very attentive. 

 
But “the cry soon came from the little English boys,” that this 12-

year-old loved to curse. “On examination I found it common for him to 
use profane language,” said Sawyer. “I told him of its wickedness, & that 
he must quit school if he did not cease using such language immediately.” 

The boy promised to cease using such four language and “the boys 
were to report if any more was heard,” she said. 

But “Soon after he used it again & I thought in his circumstance he 
was a hopelefs character & then the school was so full, & so feeble I had 
better tell him to leave school.” 

So Sawyer told the boy to leave, and he “rose to obey with a 
mixture of regrets, grief, & indignation on his countenance.” 

Then Sawyer had second thoughts. “As I gave him the parting 
hand I thought of the love of Christ of his power, & told him I would try 
once more if he would.” Sawyer told him “where his present course would 
lead, & where a different course would end.” She wanted the boy to return 
home and to talk to his father to help him “make up his mind what course 
to take.” 

Before he left for home, Sawyer asked the boy what he thought his 
decision might be. 

“He replied he did not know, he would think,” said Sawyer. 
So the next morning she was surprised to find the boy “seated 

among the boys, clean, with a happy countenance.” 
But trouble soon arose again. “Soon after at play he called on God 

to damn the soul of a rabbit,” Sawyer reported. His fellow students “pitied 
him & were reluctant to tell” the teacher.  

Upon closer examination, she discovered that the boy was “totally 
ignorant” of the meaning of the curse words he had been using. The curse 
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words “were the only English words he could speak & that he could not 
tell where he learned these, but knew they were English.” 

 
When I told him of Heaven__of hell__of the soul__ of its destiny 

in hell__ of its capabilities__of its worth estimated by the redemption of 
Christ__ of the differance between him & the animal which he had called on 
the great God to curse, his countenance was solemn & interested beyond the 
power of language to communicate, and from that moment, so far as I have 
knowledge, ceased to take the name of God in vain.  

 
Sawyer then took the boy under his wing and he was soon reading 

his lessons and could “tell most of the nouns in English & Cherokee, & 
many of the adjectives. 

 “He has been an industrious scholar never shrinking from any 
difficulties,” she said. 

“What his future course will be it is impofsible to decide in the 
present state of the Cherokees, but it is almost certain under proper 
instruction & good society he would be an ornament to any Nation,” said 
Sawyer (ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 543). 

 
This is one example __ were it necfsary I could tell you of 

thousands among this people, who might, under favorable circumstances, be 
raised from their recent degradation to all the enjoyment of intellectual 
pleasure___ become useful members of society & by those moral principles 
which the Bible contains be made fit ... I wish I could sound it in the ears of 
all that it is not the Indian character but ... circimstances which so often make 
efforts for their improvement so fruitlefs.  

 
Examples such as this inspired Sawyer to labor “like the woman of 

Samaria to bring the heathen world to Christ” (ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 
544). 

Sawyer included in the summer letters examples of the handwriting lessons of her 
students, such as these: 
 

What note of sorrow strikes my ear 
Is it their mother thus distrest? 
Ah! yes and see their father dear 
like Flies round and round, to seek their nest. 
---Elizabeth N. Adair, aged nine years. 

 
  What note of sorrow strikes my ear?  

Is is their (Crossed out: father) mother thus distrest 
Ah! yes, and see their father dear 
This round and round to seek their nest 
---Eleanor S. Boudinot aged eight y. 

 
 

Set others stretch their arms like seas. 
And gnash, all the shore; 
Grant me the visits of thy face 
And I desire no more. 
---John Rollin Ridge aged eight years 
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Sawyer also noted to Rev. Greene that she had received “presents 
from Mr. Ridge” as follows (ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 544): 
 

Black silk 10 yard                  $11.25 
D(itt)o stocking  1.75 
D(itt)o Velvet trimming 1.00 
Chince 8 yards  4.00 
Fancy handkerchief  1.50 
Morean 5 ½ yards  9.20 
Silk; 8 lined  1.50 
Board for myself six months 

 
In fact, although Sawyer said she did not “wish to be withdrawn 

from the patronage” of the Missionary Board, she pointed out she had 
been fending for herself for years, doing “all in my power to relieve you 
from the burden of expense and care of myself & labors. 

“Mr. Ridge has relieved the Board of expense since I came here, 
except books. What he will do hereafter I wish to leave entirely to his 
feelings. He has so supplied me with clothing that I should need no 
additional expense of clothing...” (ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 545). 

Sawyer made mention numerous times of the isolation she felt 
among the natives, most of whom were not Christian. She pleaded with 
Rev. Greene and the missionaries in Massachusetts to answer her letters. 
“Please not to throw this letter by through hurry of business & forget to 
answer it,” she said. 

She was even more pointed in her letter written Nov. 7, 1835 
(ABCFM, Reel 741, Frame 545). “Have you forgotten me & my labors?” 
she said. “You may forget, for the mother’s tendernefs can forget its infant 
charge; but sweet the promise ‘yet will not I forget thee.’ I might fill my 
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sheet in exprefsing my feelings, yet no good would come from it, except a 
gratification of these feelings; & it would take your time to read it. I will 
therefore confine this letter to the object of my writing at this time.” 

Sawyer was busily engaged in making post-Removal plans. She 
asked Greene for permission to go to New York “next spring or summer, 
as circumstances may decide.” On this matter she wished “for a direct 
positive answer.  

“Will you give this, without the delay of consulting mifsionaries?” 
Sawyer said. “I am unconnected with them. Why should they sit in 
judgment on my plans of future labor?” 

Sawyer explained to Rev. Greene that both “Mr. and Mrs. Ridge 
favour the plan” -- that she had “consulted those on home I depend for 
home & employment.” The plan called for her to live with a friend in New 
York and remain there “until Mr. Ridge & Mr. Boudinot come or send for 
us to the West.” Ridge told her that merchants traveled from Arkansas to 
New York regularly with trade goods, and that she “could safely return 
with them whenever things were in readiness for me to open a school.” 
 

I only wish to have things so arranged that I may be uninbarrafsed 
respecting the course to pursue should we be compelled to leave this place. An 
agent of government is now in Milledgeville to urge on the Legislature 
measures as should deprive the Cherokees of homes within the bounds of 
Georgia, while an other agent has recommended to the sister states to forbid 
Indian removal into their territories. Should the school be broken up here, it is 
contrary to my judgment to teach the Cherokees in any other place, until they 
are quietly located in Arkansas, or wherever they should find a resting place 
as a Nation. Mr. Ridge & Mr. Boudinot are engaged in the political struggle & 
cannot immediately be thus located. On them I depend for direction & 
patronage. Now what I propose is to leave the books &c under my care, with 
Mrs. Ridge, until Mr. Boudinot shall send his goods to Union then to have my 
things sent with his in that place to benefit them until I know my location.  

 
 With this plan, Sawyer argued, even if she were never to reach 
Arkansas with the Cherokees, “all will be ready for some other person.” 
 Sawyer said it would be prudent for her to prepare herself for 
“sudden changes.” She carried through with her plan and, following the 
end of the school year, wrote her last letter from Running Waters on July 
2, 1836. 
 “You may think, Sir, that I make unnecefsary provision for the 
future,” she said. “Had I not looked forward since the Cherokees have 
been in their unsettled state, I should probably have been unemployed.”  
 In spite of all her travails, “Our school is still prospered,” she 
reported.  
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                    Running Waters After the Removal 
 

 
Griffin Mathis of Wilkes County was the winner of the Ridge lot 

(23rd District, Third Section, Land Lot 67) in the Cherokee Land Lottery. 
The original lot was 160 acres, and included Ridge’s house, which was 
described in the 1836 valuations as:  

 
• Two stories high 
• 51’ by 19’, built of hewn lumber 
• “Both floors neatly laid.” 
• Upper level ceiled and “the whole neatly chinked and plastered.” 
• A single story 31 feet by 20 feet had been added at a later date. 
• Three brick chimneys; six fireplaces; a “brick baker” attached. 
• 24 “large glass windows.” 
• “Neat stones” laid around entire foundation. 

 
According to the 1835 Cherokee Census, this was only part of 

Ridge’s holdings, however. The Census said that Ridge had 350 acres in 
cultivation on two farms, with 17 houses on the properties. Ridge owned 
21 slaves, and the farms produced 6,500 bushels of corn (3,000 of which 
he sold). He also owned a ferry operation in Alabama, at Turkey Town.  

The valuations list five fields in cultivation, a wooded 10-acre lot, 
and 615 fruit trees (peach, apple, quince, cherry, and pear).  

The valuations also list two smoke houses on the Ridge estate, a 
hot house, a chicken house, two corncribs, a kitchen in the rear of the main 
house, an outhouse, and a two-story stable, 60’ x 18’, made of rough logs, 
with a one story stable, 22’ x 18’, attached to one end. 

At the council ground, Ridge owned two houses, 14’ x 14’, which 
were used as slave quarters. He also had a spring house, a smoke house, a 
chicken house, and several cabins at the council ground. 

The census listed four Cherokee males under eight years old in the 
Ridge household, one male over 18, two females under 16, one female 
over 16, and one “white connected by marriage.” Four could read English 
and one could read Cherokee.  
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John Rush came into possession of the Ridge property at Running 
Waters prior to 1840, and it has remained in the Rush family most of the 
time since then. Thad Rush said that John Rush came to what is now 
Floyd County from Oglethorpe County in 1833. John Rush’s grandson, 
John Prebble Rush, wrote in his unpublished 19th-century memoir: 

 
The first three years of my life were spent with my parents in the 

home of my Grandfather Rush, on the Calhoun road seven miles north of 
Rome. This place had been the home of the Indian Chief John Ridge prior to 
the Cherokee removal, 1835-7. My grandfather had occupied the Indian house 
when he first settled there, and my father (Charles) was born in that house. 

 
According to Thad Rush, a descendant who currently lives in the 

house, the current structure was built by John Rush in the early 1840s. 
George Macgruder Battey describes Rush as “an early settler.” 

“He built this house from hand-hewn timbers, some being hauled 
by an oxen team from land holdings across the Oostanaula River, at 
Everett Springs,” said Rush.  

“Some people from the National Park Service came here and 
looked around and they looked up under the house, and they argued that 
this is where John Ridge’s house was, and that they had some of their last 
big meetings here, with the Cherokee Nation. And I told them this wasn’t 
John Ridge’s house – that this was John Rush’s house,” said Rush in a 
personal interview conducted on Feb. 2, 2008. 

“This house was completed in about 1840,” said Rush. “We came 
here in about 1835. We lived in the Indian house until we got this house 
built around 1840.” 

The John Prebble Rush memoir seems to bear out this story. Rush 
writes that, “Later, about 1842, the present building was erected, and in 
that house I spent my first three years.” 

Thad Rush said in the 2008 interview that the original “log 
structure” of John Ridge remained on the property for some time. “There's 
a picture, I don't know where it is, but it was made some time in the late 
1800s,” Rush said. “And you can dimly see a log structure in that opening 
there.” 

A local book published in 1985 states the same thing: “In 1933 an 
original log cabin which was to the left of the house was moved to the rear 
of the house. This log cabin is where John Ridge and his relatives stayed 
when in the area, which was known as Ridge Valley ...” (Sesquicentennial, 
1998, p. 30). 

There is currently only one old log structure on the grounds. It is 
located “to the rear” of the Rush house, but it is a very modest building 
and bears absolutely no resemblance to the two-story showplace described 
in the 1836 valuations.  

Dr. Georgina DeWeese, a dendrochronologist with the University 
of West Georgia in Carrollton, Georgia, visited the Rush House twice in 
2008 to take samples from the logs in the house. The goal was to establish 
a definitive date of construction, as she had done with the John Ross 
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House in Rossville in 2007. This time, however, her results were 
inconclusive: 

 
The Rush House support beam contains the years between 1704-

1755. One of the attic pieces contains the years between 1722-1745. I do not 
have the outer rings of either sample, so I can’t say when they were cut. All I 
can say is that it was sometime after 1755.  

 

 
 
DeWeese said she wants to return to the Rush House and collect 

more samples so that a definitive date can be determined. She also wants 
to take a sample from the log structure in the back yard of the Rush House. 

John Rush was one of the founders of Rush Chapel in 1838, “and 
he gave the land for the church,” said Thad Rush. The church still stands 
on Rush Chapel Road. 

The Rush house played a minor role in the Civil War. “The Union 
troops scavenged everything,” said Thad.  Brigadier-General T.E.G. 
Ransom wrote to Lieut. Col. W.T. Clark from the field on Oct. 13, 1864 
(The War of the Rebellion, series T, Volume 39, p. 249):   

 
I have sent the Seventy-eighth Ohio by Pope's Ferry Road 

to Rush's place on the Calhoun road, and Captain Tribble, with two 
companies of cavalry, to go to Pope’s Ferry, and also to reconnoiter 
six to ten miles up the Calhoun road from Rush’s. From this road to 
the Calhoun road the only road road practicable for a column will be 
by the Pope’s Ferry road; the others are neighborhood roads and out 
of repair. ... We are getting plenty of forage in the country. The 
command is supplied with rations and the supply train here in camp. 
We are ready for the march. 
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Apparently John Rush served as a major in the Confederate army, 

as well. “Major John Rush” was chosen president of a committee charged 
with defending Rome against a Yankee attack on May 16, 1863 (Battey, 
1994, p. 169): 

 
A large number of the citizens of Floyd and the 

surrounding counties met in this city on Thursday last to consult 
together on the best means of defending our city and the approached 
to the State road, against raiding parties of the public enemy ... The 
committee reported stirring resolutions, which were unanimously 
adopted. 

We would appeal to every boy and man who has the pluck 
to defend his home, to join some military company. We know of but 
three excuses which any man could offer for not joining: utter 
physical inability, innate, incurable cowardice and old age. 

 
John Rush lived in the Rush house until about 1870, John Prebble 

Rush noted in his memoirs: 
 

Then, my grandparents being old, their children all married, 
decided to live with their eldest daughter, Aunt Julia Hickey, three 
miles north of the old home. The home place was then rented out, and 
my Father lived a year in the house with his older brother Hosea. The 
year we lived with my uncle Father built a home for himself on a lot 
of land joining my grandfather's place on the east. To this we moved 
when I was four years old. We lived there three years. 

 
“John Rush is buried in the family cemetery on the hill,” Thad 

said. 
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Rush family records provided by Thad Rush state that C.W. Rush 
owned the home from 1880 until 1889. Then the home fell out of Rush 
family ownership, first to John R. Freeman (1889-90), then to Clower H. 
Freeman (1890-92). 

“The Rushes lost this in the 1890s, in the late 80s or 90s,” said 
Thad Rush. “An Adairsville family owned it for a while.” 

The ownership then went to Livie Jones Price (1892-1896), then to 
the Landrum family. 

 

 
 
“The Landrums lived in Adairsville,” said Thad. “One of the 

Landrums and Jack Davis got into an argument about a dog on Ward 
Mountain ridge” in July, 1909. “Jack Davis got Mr. Landrum down, and 
then Mr. Landrum stabbed and killed him. So he got into trouble with the 
lawyers and the courts, and the family lost this place as they tried to keep 
him out of jail.” 

In Jan., 1910 Landrum was found guilty of manslaughter in the 
killing of Davis, but that decision was overturned in Jan. 1912. The Rush 
House had been owned by N. M. Landrum (1896-1897), then by M.C. 
Landrum (1897-1903), and finally by Ella C. Landrum  (1903-1910), but it 
was then acquired by J.C. Watters in 1910, which would ultimately bring 
the home back into Rush family ownership. 

 “My grandfather Watters bought it in 1910,” said Thad Rush. 
“John P. Rush's son Lovick, my father, married a Watters, and that's how 
it got back in the family.” 

John Prebble Rush had led a busy life, marrying Laura Watts and 
starting his own newspaper, the Floyd County Times, in March, 1917, and 
serving as postmaster, first at Ridge Valley, and then at the White House 
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in Washington, D.C. in the 1920s, according to Thad. 
 His son, Samuel Lovick Rush – Thad Rush’s father -- married 
Miriam Watters, daughter of J.C. Watters, on Sept. 27, 1927. She inherited 
the Rush House from her father in 1970. 

Lovick was born Mar. 18, 1899 and lived to be 95 years old, 
working for most of that time as owner and operator of Rush Radio and 
TV Service. He also served in both world wars.  
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                      The Running Waters Property Today 
 
Thad Rush inherited the Rush House from his father and operates 

the Crestview Angus cattle farm on the property with his son, Joe, as cattle 
manager.  

Rush describes the farm on the farm website, 
www.crestviewangus.com: 
 

S. Thad Rush bought his first Angus cow in 1954.  Since 
then, Crestview has worked to improve herd genetics through high 
expectations for cow performance as well as using AI bulls and 
outstanding clean-up bulls. 

This is a family operation and now Thad's son Joe works as 
the cattle manager.  He is  AI certified and has been diligently 
studying Angus bloodlines to ensure the best matings for the 
Crestview cows and heifers. 

Our cattle are performers. We’ve been in business for over 
50 years. We believe in doing things right. 

Crestview Angus has raised registered Angus  cattle since 
1954.  We have replacement heifers, cow/calf pairs and yearling bulls 
currently  available by private treaty.   

We participate in UGA Bull Tests and the annual bull sale 
at Columbia Livestock Market in Lake City, FL.  Please look for our 
offerings at these fine sales. 

Leigh Rush grew up riding and showing horses.  She has 
been involved in numerous events and associations, including: 
AQHA, NRHA, APHA, USEF, Varsity Equestrian, and 4-H.   

Leigh has taught lessons for beginners to advanced riders. 
 Currently, Crestview Performance Horses is training for reining and 
working cow horse competitions. 

 
 The Rush family also breeds border collies at Crestview. 
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“Right now I have 360 acres,” said Thad, which means that Rush’s 
farm is just a little larger than Ridge’s was in the 1830s.  

“We do cattle farming, chicken farming. There was 160 acres in 
the original Land Lottery.” 

He said he has always been aware of the historic nature of the 
property.  

“We found some buttons, but we never found a pot of gold or 
anything like that,” Rush said. 

He said most of the house is original. There have been some 
renovations and modifications, however:  

 
� In the main front portion of the house, to the southeast, “the 

original flooring has been flipped upside-down and sanded,” Rush said.  
� The dining room, which is located in a rear addition, used to be 

called “the dark room,” he said, because it had no windows. “The 
windows were all added sometime in the late 1940s,” said Rush. “This 
room was just solid.” 
 � In 1952 or 1953, the large fireplace was “closed in and they put 
in gas logs,” said Rush. 
 � The kitchen in the rear section of the house is “almost all 
original,” said Rush. 
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 � What had been a back porch off of the kitchen, facing the west, 
“used to go all the way to the back of the house,” Rush said. It has since 
been transformed into an extension of the house. A bathroom is now 
located on the west side where a chimney used to be. 
 
 

 

 
In this aerial photo from Google Earth, the house is visible just northwest of the T-

intersection of Calhoun Highway and Ward Mountain Road. The structure to the west of the 
main house, with the shiny roof, is the tenant house. Cows are kept both in the field behind 
the house and also in the field across the road, to the south. 
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In this aerial photo, the spring in the lower field is visible, in the southeast corner. 
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Both pictures, above and below, taken in Ridge Valley, on Ward Mountain Road, just 
south of the Rush House, facing west. 
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The spring on Ward Mountain Road. 
 

 
The intersection of Calhoun Road and Old Calhoun Road, just northeast of the Rush 
House, near Shannon. The Old Calhoun Road is congruent with the original route to 
New Echota. 
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A picture of the Rush House taken from Calhoun Road. 
 

 
The front of the Rush House. The house faces southeast, fronting on Calhoun Road. 
Because it is less confusing, I will refer to this side of the house  from here forward as 
the “east” side, and the other sides of the home will be adjusted accordingly.  
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The Rush House is at 3853 Calhoun Road. It features nine windows in the front. The 
original John Ridge house was described as having 24 “large glass windows.” The 
main front portion of the Rush House – which matches the described dimensions of 
the Ridge House – features 25 windows today. 
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The front doorway of the Rush House, with detail. 
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A detail shot of the lower windows on the front, southeastern corner of the Rush 
House (below).  
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A view of the estate of Thad Rush, from the front porch, looking to the southeast, 
toward the Ward Mountain Road / Calhoun Road intersection. 
 

 
 
A view to the left (north), from the front porch of the Rush House, looking at Calhoun 
Road. 
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Above is the northeastern corner of the Rush House, in the front. We are now moving 
around the house in a counter-clockwise direction. 
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Above is the brick chimney on the north side of the Rush House. The John Ridge 
House was described in valuations as having three brick chimneys. The front portion 
of the Rush House has two – but Thad Rush said that one of the original brick 
chimneys on the south side of the home was removed during renovations. An old 
photograph in Rome & Floyd County, An Illustrated History shows where the original 
third chimney was located. An additional window has since been placed there. See p. 
77. 
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The foundation of the Rush House, on the north side. The John Ridge house was 
reported to have had “neat stones” laid around the foundation. 
 
 

 
 
Doors to the crawlspace on the north side of the Rush House. 
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The north side of the Rush House, with what is likely the original structure to the left 
and a likely later addition to the right (perhaps this is the portion of the house that was 
built by the Rush family ca. 1841?). The addition contains the dining room, which 
Thad Rush said was formerly referred to as “the dark room” because it had no 
windows. 
 

 
 
In the photo above, the door on the left goes to the kitchen / dining room area, while 
one enters a den area from the door on the right. 
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Continuing around the house counter-clockwise, one comes to the rear (west side) of 
the home. This includes the rear addition and a rear porch that was later enclosed. On 
the left is what now functions as a den area. 
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Continuing counter-clockwise around the house, these two pictures show the rear, 
southern side of the house. These pictures both show a rear porch that was later 
enclosed. 
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Above and below, this may be the original rear addition noted in the John Ridge 
valuations thusly: “A single story 31 feet by 20 feet had been added at a later date.”  
The third chimney was originally located on this addition. 
 
 
 

 
 



RUNNING WATERS CCSP –  BISHOP -- 2008 

 74 

 
 
The south side of what is likely the original part of the house. 
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Another shot of the south side of the Rush House. 
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The southeastern corner of the Rush House. 
 
 
 
 
 



RUNNING WATERS CCSP –  BISHOP -- 2008 

 77 

 
ABOVE AND BELOW: The Rush House in the mid-20th century and the same house 

today. Notice the chimney in the rear portion of the home that has been removed. Also notice 
that the original foundation appears to be stone. A stone foundation and third chimney would 
match the original John Ridge house valuations from the 1830s. 
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The front entrance / foyer of the Rush House, as seen from the interior, facing East. 
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The stairwell in the foyer of the Rush House. This is what one sees to the right when 
one first enters the house through the front door. 

 

 
To the immediate left of the stairwell, there is an open room, and one can look 

straight across into an area that is an enclosed porch. 
 
 

 
The closet under the front stairwell. 
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A side view of the front stairwell. 
 

 
This is the living room, located to the immediate north of the front entrance / foyer. 
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Detail shots of the fireplace in the living room. 
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The northeast corner of the living room. 
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The southwest corner of the living room. 
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To the immediate west of the living room is the dining room, located in the one-story 

addition. 
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Detail shots of the dining room, which according to Thad Rush was once windowless, 

and called “the dark room.” 

 
 



RUNNING WATERS CCSP –  BISHOP -- 2008 

 86 

 
 

 
The kitchen, located to the immediate west of the dining room. 
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The den, located to the immediate west of the kitchen, at the rear of the house. 
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The south side of the Rush House, including an area that was once a back porch but 

has since been enclosed. This large, open room is located just south of the kitchen and dining 
room areas. 

 
The front foyer. 
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A bathroom addition to the south side of the house. 
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The stairs to the second floor. 
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A view of the stairs from the second floor of the Rush House. 

 
A window at the top of the stairs, facing East to the intersection of Ward Mountain 

Road and Calhoun Road. 
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A small bathroom on the second floor. 
 

 
A bedroom on the second floor, on the south end of the house. 
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Detail shots of the bedroom on the top floor, south side. 

 
 



RUNNING WATERS CCSP –  BISHOP -- 2008 

 94 
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This is the bedroom on the second floor, north side of the house. 
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There is an attic space over the one-story addition, to the west of the north bedroom, 

where there’s an access door. 
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A small shed in the rear of the Rush House. 



RUNNING WATERS CCSP –  BISHOP -- 2008 

 100 

 
A log structure to the rear of the Rush House. This is possibly the log structure that 

was relocated from a former position closer to Calhoun Road. 
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Detail shots of the log structure. 
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More detail shots of the log structure. 
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The rear of the Rush House. 
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A view of the rear of the Rush House, from the bottom of the hill behind it. 

 
Land to the south of the Rush House. 
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An old road bed to the southwest of the Rush House. 
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An old house, likely a tenant house, to the south of the Rush House. 
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A tenant house built sometime in the early 1900s or late 1800s.  
 

 
 
The Old Calhoun Road, to the south of the Rush House. 
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More views from the south of the Rush House. 
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Final Comments & Recommendations For Further Study 
 
Running Waters should assume its rightful place alongside Red 

Clay and New Echota as a significant historic site – one of the three major 
places where Cherokee councils were held during the waning days of the 
Cherokee Nation in the Southeast. 

Running Waters was the place where John Ridge lived and 
worked. It is possible, perhaps even likely, that a portion of the Rush 
House is in fact the same house in which Ridge lived. The desciptions of 
the John Ridge house from the valuations match the existing front portion 
of the Rush home to a remarkable degree. The original John Ridge house 
was described as having 24 “large glass windows” – a rarity in those days. 
The main front portion of the Rush House – which matches the described 
dimensions of the Ridge House – features 25 windows today. 
Furthermore, the Ridge house was originally described as having three 
chimneys, and this matches a picture of the Rush home taken in the mid-
20th century. Perhaps most interestingly, there was a single-story addition 
noted in the valuations that had been added at a later date, and that 
addition was 20 feet less wide than the main structure. There is an 
identical addition on the Rush house today. 

As Carey Tilley, former director of the Chieftains Museum in 
Rome once said, “Why would they tear down the showplace of the 
Cherokee Nation, a house that was only a few years old, just to build 
another house that was just like it? It just doesn’t make any sense.” The 
1832 Land Lottery map certainly shows the Ridge house sitting at the 
same spot now taken by the Rush House. At the very least the possibilities 
should be further explored: are the two houses in fact identical? Did 
Ridge’s original residence serve as the “core” for later expansions? At the 
very least, surely materials from the Ridge residence would have been 
used in the construction of the Rush House. Further study is needed from 
someone with expertise in historical architecture and scientific dating 
methods. The log building to the rear of the Rush House should be 
examined, as well, as it may date back to the Cherokee era. 

The site of the school should also be located, if possible. It was 
described by John Rollin Ridge as being about 200 yards from the main 
house. Perhaps Ground Penetrating Radar could be used to help specify a 
more precise location for Sophia Sawyer’s mission school.  

At least three councils were held on this property (in Nov. 1834, 
May 1835, and July 1835). And these were no ordinary council sessions – 
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these were the council sessions that led directly to the 1838 Removal. 
Ground Penetrating Radar and other archaeological investigations are 
recommended to determine the precise site of the council ground, and to 
determine if there are any remains. 

If the landowner is amenable, the site certainly should be 
interpreted as part of the expanded Trail of Tears National Historic Trail. 
Thad Rush seems to be open to this, and has said that he would support the 
location of either an historic marker or wayside exhibit somewhere on the 
property, so long as it does not interfere with his ongoing farming 
operations. The Trail of Tears Association or Chieftains Museum – with 
the consultation and cooperation of Thad Rush and his family -- should 
apply for funding from the National Park Service Cooperative Cost Share 
program to place a wayside exhibit at a roadside location that does not 
interefere with the Crestview farming operation and does not invade the 
privacy of the Rush family. 
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APPENDIX A: 
 

Memorial of 
A Council Held at Running Waters 

January 19, 1835 
 
 

                   (23rd Congress, 2nd Session, Document No. 91) 
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APPENDIX B: 
 

The Running Waters Memorial 
Presented to Congress, 

as Recorded in Gales & Seaton’s Register 
Jan. 19, 1835 
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APPENDIX C: 
 

A Letter Written by John Ross to Major Ben F. Currey 
July 7, 1835 

 
 
 
                                       (From a copy kept at the Sequoyah Research Center Research Archives.) 
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APPENDIX D: 
 

A Report Filed by Ben F. Currey with the Cherokee Agency 
July, 1835 

 
 
                                       (From a copy kept at the Sequoyah Research Center Research Archives.) 
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APPENDIX E: 
 

Official Report of a Council Held at Running Waters Council Ground, 
Floyd County, GA 

Monday, July 19, 1835 
 
 
                                       (From a copy kept at the Sequoyah Research Center Research Archives.) 
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APPENDIX F: 
 

A Letter Written by John Ridge to Gov. Wilson Lumpkin 
Sept. 22, 1835 

 
 

(John Ridge, "Letter, 1835 Sept. 22, Cassville, Georgia, [to] Wilson Lumpkin, 
Gov[Ernor of Georgia] / John Ridge," Southeastern Native American 
Documents, 1730-1842, www.galileo.peachnet.edu: University of Georgia.) 



RUNNING WATERS CCSP –  BISHOP -- 2008 

 144 

 
 
 



RUNNING WATERS CCSP –  BISHOP -- 2008 

 145 

 
 



RUNNING WATERS CCSP –  BISHOP -- 2008 

 146 

 
 



RUNNING WATERS CCSP –  BISHOP -- 2008 

 147 

 
 



RUNNING WATERS CCSP –  BISHOP -- 2008 

 148 

 

 
 



RUNNING WATERS CCSP –  BISHOP -- 2008 

 149 

 
 
 
 
 



RUNNING WATERS CCSP –  BISHOP -- 2008 

 150 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX G: 
 

A Transcription of Correspondence 
From Sophia Sawyer at Running Waters 

April 17-1835 to July 2, 1836 
 

(from ABCFM microfilm, American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions - Film MS32, microfilm edition of the files of the 
ABCFM. The originals are at Harvard University. Unit 6: MISSIONS 
ON THE AMERICAN CONTINENTS AND TO THE ISLANDS OF 
THE PACIFIC, 1811-1919, CHEROKEE MISSION. (ABC 18.3.1) 
Reel 741, Vol. 7 Cherokee Mission, 1830-1837 Letters) 
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[FRAME 539] 
 
Running Waters, April 17, 1835. 
 
Very Dear Sir, 
 
 I will dispose of the object in my writing at this time, lest I fail to 
do it; & then speak of my present situation, prospects, & feelings. 
 Will you pay one dollar for Rollin Ridge, that Parley’s Magazine 
may be continued to him another year __ Mrs. Ridge will give me the 
money here. 
 Mr. Ridge returned two weeks since from Wash-ington & brought 
me Tanners Universal Atlas a present from Mr. Boudinot. Mr. Ridge also 
brought me a bonnet, shoes &c, nine dollars. (MARGINALIA: presented 
by himself.) The Atlas was ten dollars— 
 Soon after I closed my last letter to you Sir, I was taken suddenly 
ill with chills & fever attended with extreme thirst & pain in the left side 
& breast, with great difficulty in respiration. Every sinew and nerve in the 
part affected seemed like so many lancets to pierce me com-municating 
with (MARGINALIA: the) whole system, & filling (MARGINALIA: me) 
with esctreme suf-fering. God came more suddenly man to me in this sick-
ness – In awful majesty – I trembled in his hands, & scarce-ly dared to 
look up for ease, lest I should grow impatient in suffering, if the distrefs 
continued. I felt myself so entire-ly in the hands of God, that I could not 
feel the absence of created good. Without medical advice, we did what we 
could, the disease yielded to medicine after a few days suffering. It left me 
weak, however, & with a cough, sorenefs at the breast & 
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[FEAME 540] 
 
I suffered some anxiety, which you would tell me was wrong, les I should 
be unable to open the school at the time appointed – God has been 
gracious, & given me strength to teach, though the cough often returns 
with such sinking of the system, that I sometimes sigh for a release. When 
the scholars came my returning strength seemed to me almost 
miraculous—We have nine boarders – Mr. Fields has built a cabin near & 
boards five of his own children, these with children from the 
neighborhood, make twenty five including Mr. Ridge’s children. We have 
some very promising children near us who came from a Mr. More’s 
family formerly from High Tower. The parents were members of that 
Church & amidst all the storms of the political world retain their Chris-
tian characters uncontaminated by surrounding vices. I have enough to 
engage all my energies in the work before me, but I need faith to give me 
confidence to go forward amidst surrounding difficulties. You can 
scarcely conceive the effect, when the present state of society has on 
characters that are not governed by religious principle; & the danger to 
which the youth are escposed – I sometimes shrink with horror from a 
view of what may be the situation & characters of many with whom I have 
intercourse. I fear for myself lest a knowledge of so much wickednefs 
should make (MARGINALIA: me) yield the line standard of morals; & 
thus become carelefs of those committed to my care. Dear Sir, pray for me 
continually that my faith fail not. None but God can keep me—I would 
give the wreck of life entirely to him – It is a late hour with me to redeem 
time; yet I would do what I can – It is sometimes sweet to think of that 
nest that belongeth to the people of God – It is always sustaining to know 
that the Lord reigneth – 
 I thank you dear Sir, that amidst all your labors, you did not forget 
me; but so kindly wrote your letter came in time, & contained just such 
advice as I needed. Should I be permitted to continue the school until July 
I will give a full account of my labors and succefs. 
 I find much comfort with Mrs. Ridge – am kindly treated by all—
Mr. Ridge is engaged with his whole soul to accomplish a treaty a copy of 
which I send with this letter. From the school funds they, that is Mr. Ridge 
& Mr. Boudinot, offer to support me if I consent to go West. But I cannot 
bear to be separated from the Board under whose (MARGINALIA: 
patronage) I left my native land, though I know this is necefsary to sustain 
me in my labors, but the direction, prayers, counsel, confidence, sympathy 
& my patron. Should I be transferred to the school funds, I must come 
more or leFs, under the corrupting in-fluence of the present administration 
of our country—And might not be sustained (MARGINALIA: in) the 
religious institution & discipline that I deem necessary; without which I 
consider the object of teach-ing (was?) insignificant to retain me among 
this people. You know all our efforts are in subordination to the grand 



RUNNING WATERS CCSP –  BISHOP -- 2008 

 153 

object the salvation of the soul—If we fail of this, we loose all that is 
worth thought. My anticipation on this head may all be ground-lefs. I 
would not impose any by unjust suspicions but wish leave myself quietly 
in the hands of Providence until he should make my duty plain. 
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[FRAME 541] 
 
Thursday noon April 23. 
 
 Mr. Ridge desires a respectful remem-brance, & says tell Mr. 
Greene that he will see from what I have done in the treaty that I am still 
friendly to mifsionaries. 
 The scholars all send their grateful and affectionate re-gards. They 
are in fine health & spirits__ While I return eschausted to our chamber for 
rest, they go in every direction in the surrounding forest for blofsoms. 
Weak and depressed as I am, I cannot be insensible to the returning 
bea(u)tues of Spring. The goodness of God forces itself on me in the 
renewed vegitation around. All creatures 
 
Head of Coosa GA 
April 24th 
 
Rev. David Greene 
 
Mifsionary Rooms. Boston, Ms. 
 
 
who have life are happy (MARGINALIA: but man) & he alone is vile. 
The reason is late for this climate, but the husbandman is now realizing the 
promise of “seed time.” The winter has been severe—snow fell in March 
to considerable depth. In February water froze near the fire. People of this 
climate quit business; & I seemed (crushed?) before the cold, had to call to 
recollection Northern win-ters to rouse me to action, or I should not have 
accomplished anything. 
 Mrs. Ridge joins me in Christian regard to yourself & family, 
 
S. Sawyer 
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[FRAME 542] 
 
 
Running Waters, June 15, 1835 
 
Rev. D. Greene, 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
 I will write these few lines to you, though I never saw you. 
 I am going to school, to Mifs S. Sawyer now. I have learned great 
deal more now, than all the schools I ever went to. The first time I ever 
went to school was at Dr. Butler’s, the second time in Tennefsee, the third 
at New Echota. This is the fourth school I am into now. 
 Yesterday morning one of the little school boys was hurt very 
badly. He was kicked by a mule on his forehead, so Mifs Sawyer had to 
sew his skin. The little boy was very patient, while Mifs S. was drefsing it. 
He is better now, he has studied some today. 
 All the children are learning first, in this school. Mifs S. is the best 
teacher, I ever went to school to. I have been to school to three teachers 
two be-sides Mifs S. Some of the children cannot talk English, nor 
understand. I have two sisters that is not talk English much, but they 
understand all we say. Mifs S. makes these children that cannot speak 
English stand up, & repeat some hymns after her, that learns them to speak 
plain. Once I could not speak a word of English. When I was about six or 
eight years old. I am now fourteen, and on my fifteenth year. 
 I interpret every night to the children, that cannot understand, 
about the bible which we read. 

The court house at New Echota was very cool, but the white 
people took it away. There was another small house, in the town, & Mifs 
Sawyer kept her school in that house, at Mr. Ridges is very cool and 
pleasant, the trees are thick all around it. It has (MARGNALIA: a) smooth 
plank floor, & a large fire place & five glafs windows, two large ones and 
three are shut with a slide. Two swallows have made a nest in the 
chimney. Every morning when we wake, the birds are singing sweet-ly 
around the school house. 

Betsey Adair, Eleanor Boudinot, Rollin Ridge & myself are stud-
ying Geography, & Geometry. We have been studying Arithmetic. We 
read the History of the United States, in the after noon, & spell. We have 
been reviewing our lefsons, & we have not spell any this week. Next week 
we shall spell. Then it will be the last week the school will continue. 
Perhaps I shall never go to school any more. Father’s family will go to 
Arkansaw this fall. 
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    Mary Fields 
 
The letter above received no correction except in grammar & 

spelling, & very little in these. The remainder of writing are specimens of 
Chirography only. 

 
John Rollin Ridge aged eight years. 
 
N. B. you will find the remaining specimens of writing enveloped 

in mine. Please have patience as you read. 
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[FRAME 543] 

 
 
Running Waters C.N. July 3, 1835. 
 
Very Dear Sir, 
 
 Soon after I closed my last letter to you three of the schola-ars 
were withdrawn in consequence of the political disturbance among the 
people. At that time the life of Mr. Ridge was threatened, & the house was 
often in alarm from different causes. For myself I have never apprehended 
an open attack on the person or house of Mr. Ridge, but I have feared for 
him, & do still, afsination. Amidst this one of was suddenly made very 
sick by a fever, which continued seven days & then yielded to medicine. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ridge were engaged with the Council & I felt the 
responsibil-ity of giving medicine without medical advice, on the consent 
of her parents who were at too great distance to be consulted. I knew the 
fever was gaining ground every moment that calomel must be given to 
remove bile that had resisted other medicine. Mr. R. hesitated to give 
calomel without her father’s consent, anticipating his feelings should the 
disease prove fatal. Said however use your own judgment I must go to the 
Council ground. Mrs. Ridge was with me & we watched the paroscysm of 
fever until noon, when the servant came with the medicine & I gave the 
calomel leaving the cones quence with God. Nearly sunset her father 
arrived, while she was suffering un-der the operation of the medicine. 
When he entered the chamber & saw his daughter’s suffering & my 
ansciety, he gave me the kindest approbation of all I had done, & afsured 
us of a favorable result. This for a time gave me comfort. In the morning 
her father left for the Council, giving me the kindest afsurance that all 
would be well, that he left her confidently to my management. The fever 
returned with long & severe paroscysms, & the dear creature would cry to 
me for relief, & seemed unwilling I should leave her bed for a moment.  
 Mary Fields relieved me from teaching until the child’s mother 
could get here. When I went to the school house & saw the good order & 
instruction there (MARGINALIA: & felt that a Cherokee girl only 
fourteen was presiding) I was relieved of half my burden. And when the 
sick child’s mother came how sweet to have her feel with me, all the 
sufferings of the dear afflicted one. Her parents are enlightened, can read 
& write but, strangers to the religion of the Bible. Her father is opposed to 
mifsionaries & I feared I might do something to encrease the opposition or 
at least not recommend to them the religion I profefsed. They both 
escprefsed gratitude for what I had done in strong language & terms of 
approbation. Whenever the girl was able to ride, she returned with her 
mother & remained there as the school was so near closing. 
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 Thus released from the sick chamber & my school diminished I 
returned to ir & put forth all my remaining energies to bring forward the 
pupils. The (???) scholars have done better than I dared to hope when I 
received them. I will give you an example of one of the most unpromising. 
When I was able to walk (???) after my sickness last winter I saw lying on 
a bench in the back yard a dirty boy I judged from the size of twelve years 
age. To my inquiries I received the answer he is one of the neighbors 
children who will attend school __ My heart died within are these the 
materials thought I with which my remaining (MARGINALIA: strength) 
is to be employed? When I entered school this boy would come on the 
Sabbath (STRICKEN: This boy) & would linger round the school house & 
stay about with the black people from day to day. I still felt under 
<missing due to small tear> to begin with him & feared the weather was 
yet too cold, with his lazy habits, to se-cure a constant and prompt 
attendance. Determined when he did begin he should do some-thing or 
nothing. At last I invited him in & told him the difficulties of learning to 
read ___ of the mental effort required___ the habits of industry & 
cleanlinefs requisite to attendance of this school of the long course of 
mental effort before he could receive much (???) in reading English. And 
last placed before him the advantages of being able to read __ Especially 
the Bible. He looked serious but of course could not esti-mate untried 
difficulties. I gave him the letter and told him to remember their name and 
then he should receive more. In this way I proceeded and found him very 
attentive__ But the cry soon came from the little English boys, “??? and 
curses.”  On escamination I found it common for him to use profane 
language. I told him of its wickedness,  & that he must quit school if he 
did not cease using such language immediately. He promised & the boys 
were to report if any more was heard. Soon after he used it again & I 
thought (MARGINALIA: in) his circumstance he was a hopelefs character 
& then the school was so full, & so feeble I had better tell him to leave 
school. I did so ___ He rose to obey with a mixture of regrets, grief, & 
indignation on his countenance. As I gave him the parting hand I thought 
of the love of Christ of his power, & told him I would try once more if he 
would. Told him where his present course would lead, & where a different 
course would end. Told him to go home & tell his father & make up his 
mind what course to take. Then asked him which he determined to do. He 
replied he did not know, he would think. I was surprized the next morning 
to find him seated among the boys, clean, with a happy countenance. Soon 
after at play he called on God to damn the soul of a rabbit__ The boys 
pitied him & were reluctant to tell. He told me then that he did not know 
that he had said what John had told me. I told him I feared he was lying to 
me, but that I did not know the habit of profane language might be so 
fisced that he might use it without knowing it. Encouraged by the 
language used to the rabbit, to hope he did not know the meaning of the 
word said, or the import of the language he had used & found on inquiry 
that he was totally ignorant of all the words (surveyed?). That they were 
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the only English words he could speak & that he could not tell where he 
learned these, but knew they were English. When I told him of 
Heaven__of hell__of the soul__ of its destiny in hell__ of its 
capabilities__of its worth estimated by the redemption of Christ__ of the 
differance between him & the animal which he had called on the great 
God to curse, his countenance was solemn & interested beyond the power 
of language to communicate, and from that moment, so far as I have 
knowledge, ceased to take the name of God in vain. He is now reading 
(CROSSED OUT: in) the last lefson in W’s (???)__ Can tell most of the 
nouns in English & Cherokee, & many of the adjectives. He has been an 
industrious scholar never shrinking from any difficulties. What his future 
course will be it is impofsible to decide in the present state of the 
Cherokees, but it is almost certain under proper instruction & good society 
he would be an ornament to any Nation. This is one escample __ were it 
necfsary I could tell you of thousands among this people, who might, 
under favorable circumstances, be raised from their re-cent degradation to 
all the enjoyment of intellectual pleasure___ become useful members of 
society & by  those moral principles which the Bible contains be made fit 
(???) I wish I could sound it in the ears of all that it is not the Indian 
character but  
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[FRAME 544] 
 
(???) circimstances which so often make efforts for their improvement so 
fruitlefs. After the Apostle delineated the character of those who should 
enter the kingdom of heaven he added & such were some of you, yes, & 
such are we by nature, & if we are washed, if we are sanctified, let us 
show this by laboring like the woman of Samaria to bring the heathen 
world to Christ. Dear Sir, you can speak, you can write from this people 
while I can only ascert an influence over a few individuals. 
 The enlightened part of the Cherokees, both pupils & parents have 
aided me (???) in my efforts from the ignorant. Mary Fields help us as an 
interpreter has been above all price. Besides sustaining a high place as a 
scholar she has taken care of two sisters and one brother & for a while a 
little brother out of school. With their help has performed all the labor 
necef-sary for them. They boarded in a cabin near the school house & their 
parents brought provision 
 
 
What note of sorrow strikes my ear 
Is it their mother thus distrest? 
Ah! yes and see their father dear 
like Flies round and round, to seek their nest. 
Elizabeth N. Adair, aged nine years. 
 
 
Rome Ga 
July 20th 
 
Rev. David Greene 
Missionary Rooms 
Boston, Massachusetts 
 
Mifs Sophia Sawyer 
Date June 15, 1835 
 
Recd July 30 
 
Last Tuesday the school closed__ Mr. M. Foreman kindly remained one 
day to meet with us. I felt his religious influence a great blefsing. Since 
Mr. W & Mr. C. left none of the mifsionaries have come near us. I saved 
myself disappointment by not asking them on depending on them as I did 
last winter. Mr. Foreman conducted with great propriety & Christian 
boldnefs among talented “irreligions”???  ???? There is a loveliness & 
dignity in the Christian ???? which nothing I can supply What is wealth 
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what is talent what is all the world calls good& great compared with the 
Love of Christ? 
 
What note of sorrow strikes my ear?  
Is is their (Crossed out: father) mother thus distrest 
Ah! yes, and see their father dear 
This round and round to seek their nest 
 
Eleanor S. Boudinot aged eight y. 
 
John Rollin Ridge aged eight years. 
 
Set others stretch their arms like seas. 
And gnash, all the shore; 
 
John Rollin Ridge 
 
Grant me the visits of thy face 
And I desire no more. 
 
N.B. Please to notice as presents from Mr. Ridge 
 
Black silk 10 yard  $11.25 
Do stocking  1.75 
Do Velvet trimming 1.00 
Chince 8 yards 4.00 
Fancy handkerchief 1.50 
Morean 5 ½ yards 9.20 
Silk; 8 lined ??? 1.50 
Board for myself sisc months 
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[FRAME 545] 
 
 
N. B. Please not to throw this letter by through hurry of business & forget 
to answer it. 
 
Running Waters Nov. 7, 1835 
 
Very dear Sir, 
 
 Have you forgotten me & my labors? You may forget, for the 
mother’s tendernefs can for-get its infant charge; but sweet the promise 
“yet will not I forget thee.” I might fell my sheet in escpref-sing my 
feelings, yet no good would come from it, escept a gratification of these 
feelings; & it would take your time to read it. I will therefore confine this 
letter (MARGINALIA: to) the object of my writing at this time. 
 Now, Sir, I ask your permifsion to go to New York next spring or 
summer, as circumstances may decide. I wish for a direct positive answer. 
Will you give this, without the delay of consulting mifsionaries? I am 
unconnected with them. Why should they sit in judgment on my plans of 
future labor? I have consulted those on whom I depend for home & 
employ-ment. Mr. & Mrs. Ridge favour the plan__ Should you give me 
leave to go, we might find affairs so different from what we now 
anticipate, that I might think best to change my course. I only wish to have 
things so arranged that I may be uninbarrafsed respecting the course to 
pursue should we (MARGINALIA: be) compelled to leave this place. An 
agent of government is now in Milledgeville to urge on the Legislature 
measures as should deprive the Cherokees of homes within the bounds of 
Georgia, while an other agent has recommended to the sister states to 
forbid Indian removal into their territories. Should the school be broken up 
here, it is contrary to my judgment to teach the Cherokees in any other 
place, until they are quietly located in Arkansas, or wherever they should 
find a resting place as a Nation. Mr. Ridge & Mr. Boudinot are engaged in 
the political struggle & cannot immediately be thus located. On them I 
depend for direction & patronage. Now what I propose is to leave the 
books &c under my care, with Mrs. Ridge, until Mr. Boudinot shall send 
his goods to Union then to have my things sent with his in that place 
(MARGINALIA: to benefit them) until I know my location. Should I 
never reach Arkansas then all will be ready for some other person. I will 
confine me here while I can be useful, then go to New York where I have 
a friend to receive me.  There I propose remaining until Mr. Ridge & Mr. 
Boudinot come or send for us to the West. Mr. Ridge says merchants go 
from Arkansas to New York every year for goods, that I could safely 
return with them whenever things were in readiness for me to open a 
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school. I can be safely conducted from this country with merchants who 
will probably go near the time I wish to close here. What the escpense will 
be you can decide. I shall go to Charleston, thence by water. While in 
New. Y. I can be useful to myself or to others. The friend in New York in 
whose house I shall be a welcome inmate, has repeatedly made inquiries 
respecting my labors & personal wants, urging me to communicate to him 
as a friend, saying I shall at any time be happy to serve the early friend of 
my wife. He sent me twenty dollars by the hand of Mr. Boudinot besides 
some tokens of remembrance__ told Mr. Boudinot that he paid annually 
two hundred dollars to the Board, & if he could in any way appropriate 
this, or any part of it, for my benefit he would do so___ that what he then 
gave was a person-al favor not to relieve the Board at all. I mention these 
circumstance that you may judge in view of all contingencies. I do not 
wish to be withdrawn from the patronage of the B.; but will do all in my 
power to relieve you from the burden of escpense and care of myself & 
labors. You know Mr. Ridge has reliev-ed the Board of escpense since I 
came here, escept books. What he will do hereafter I wish to leave entirely 
to his feelings. He has so supplied me with clothing that I should need no 
additional escpense of clothing for the journey esc-cept a cloak, this I 
escpect to receive from Boston with the other articles for which I sent last 
August. 
 you may think, Sir, that I make unnecefsary provision for the 
future. Had I not looked forward since the Cherokees have been in their 
unsettled state, I should probably have been unemployed. That I may not 
be so; & that I may turn the intervening time of removal & quiet 
settlement in the West to good account, I am making these preliminary 
arrangements to meet sudden changes. I feel this is consistant with trust in 
God, and with the faithful performance of present duty.  
 Our school is still prospered. Did you receive in Au. an account of 
labor & donation at this place, in a letter from me?  
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[FRAME 547] 
 
 
Nov. 13, Since writing the above, Mr. Boudinot (MARGINALIA: has) 
visited us. I gave him this letter to read & conversed freely respecting my 
future labors. He said, perhaps, there might be an opening for a school 
among the old settlers immediately after my arrival at Arkansas but if 
(MARG: I) felt need of rest, it was well to go to N. York. That he could 
 
Mifs Sophia Sawyer 
Date Nov. 7, 1835 
Recd Dec. 4 
Arrd Dec. 10 
 
Rome Ga 
Nov. 16 
 
Rev. David Greene 
Mifsionary Rooms 
Boston, Ms. 
 
 
(MARG: not) now decide where or how I should be (activated?) Said he 
could not promise respecting my return to the W. as he might (MARG: not 
be able to) come himself or find one in whose character such confidence 
could be placed as I would be willing to be used myself; but added Mr. 
Ridge may be acquainted with those in whom you may confide. Mr. Ridge 
has just read my letters and approves the plan, he was then about. 
 Mr. John Rofs is in confinement at Spring Place and his papers 
taken from him. One of the agents Ross’ brother are here __ tomorrow Mr. 
Ridge will go assist Mr. Ross.  
 
The bosc in which a watch was sent to me was lost or stolen by the 
waggoner from Augusta. The price of the watch was sisc dol. The other 
articles from Mr. B. 50 dollars Mr. Boudinot is trying to receive justice 
through the agent in Augusta. S. Sawyer. 
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[FRAME 549] 
 
N. B. Pardon dear Sir, the length & freedom of this letter. When I begin, I 
always speak & write too much. S. S. 
 
New Echota, C.N., Jan. 5, 1836 
 
Very Dear Sir, 
 
 It is better to trust in the Lord than put con-fidence in man. What I 
suffered, when driven from mifsion families; by (MARG: seperation from) 
Mr.Boudinot’s family, when they left for N. England, compelled me to 
look up. My hold on Mr. Worcester, protection seemed broken like the 
man, who, after he was thrown overboard, clung to the vessel until both 
hands were cut off, then swam after (MARG: it) b 
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[FRAME 554] 
 
Running Waters, C.N., May 18, 1836 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
I have been at school here nearly five months to Mifs Sawyer. I live about 
thirty miles from Running Waters. I suppose you have heard of Big-Cabin 
Smith, my father is his son. My proud father once lived just about two 
miles from the Mifs-ionary Station at Haweis. He has been turned out 
from his house by the white people. He was very sick when he was turned 
out from his house, and has been very sick ever since. He is not a-ble to go 
outdoors. The last time I heard from him they said that he could not talk 
loud, only just whisper. He is a very old man. They do not expect he will 
live long.  
 
May 20 
 
 Yesterday I heard that my proud father was dead. He died at his 
daughter’s house. He was a very wicked man only a few years ago. He 
was converted after he was a very old man. Hope he was gone to heaven. 
 I first went to school at Brainard, a little while. I was there when 
the buildings were burnt. After that I went to school at Haweis about two 
years. Last Christmas I was here and boarded at Mr. Ridge’s and have 
been ever since to school to Mifs Sawyer. Mr. Ridge is my cousin. Mary 
Fields father is my mother’s brother. 
  
May 25 
 
 I found something more to tell you again. We have a black board 
on which we write. We (trade?) on the black (MARG: board) every 
Wednesday evening. I like it very well.  
 Mrs. Ridge’s father, mother and sister have been here ever since 
August. They talk about going home as soon as Mr. Ridge returns from 
Washington City. Their daughter is about thirteen years old. They are very 
good people. We have family prayers now. Mr. Northrup is here. We read 
in the testament by course read in the morn-ing, and Mifs Sawyer reads in 
the evening, she asks questions and we answer.  
 
May 29. 
 
Mr. Ridge has been expecting to come home every week for a long time. 
He has been waiting for the treaty to be ratified. There they have been all 
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Winter, and done nothing yet. Our people (MARG: are) suffering most of 
them with hunger, and a great many have been turned out of their houses 
since, and some put in prison for being accused of stealing. We (heard?) 
for truth that two old Cherokee men died near New Echota for want of 
food.  
 
June Wednesday 8. 
 
Monday Mrs.Ridge received a letter from Mr. Ridge. He said that the 
Cherokee treaty was ratified, and that were hungry would be furnished 
with food. Now all the Cherokees are obliged to go to the West, and all 
those that wish to stay in this Country, have to obey the Georgia laws, if 
they do not they cannot stay.  
 
From your young Cherokee friend, 
 
Rachel Smith 
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[FRAME 556] 
 
Running Waters, July 2, 1836 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Having made previous arrangements, here I am Sat. P.M. ready to leave 
for New York. A gentleman ready in Athens Georgia to receive me, be my 
protector until we reach my friend in N.Y. Mr. Montgomery of Cafsville 
has interested himself for me, & by his influence selected a student in 
Theology a man of high character to be my guardian to N. York, when Lo! 
I am about to be detained ten days by a Lawyer, that my deposition can 
lawfully be taken in that vescsatious suit between Mr. Burk and Mr. 
Buchanan. I had given previous notice, but they, thinking it was not easy 
for me to leave, have neglected the business until the eve of my departure, 
and I not knowing that they had the power to detain me, have left them to 
manage 
 
for themselves, so all my arrangements are about to be overthrown by 
their negligence. Mr. Ridge sends me in his carriage to Spring Place, 
attended by Mr. Boudinot’s brother & a servant. There, Mr. Vail meets me 
or Mr. Watie attends me in the stage to Athens. I was willing to go 
unattended in the stage to Athens, but my friends here said no___ receive 
protection until you meet your friend in New York.  
 
P.S Please direct the two Parley’s Magazines which have been sent to me. 
One copy to Mrs. Martha Vann, Vanns Vally P.O. 
 
The other to Judge Walter Adair New Echota. I have received pay of them 
for one year. I know not to whom we have been indebted for these 
Porley’s, but I have received them for several years. S. Sawyer. 
 
 
Waft, waft; ye winds, his story 
And you, ye waters, soft, 
Till, like a sea its glory, 
It spreads from pole to pole; 
Till over our ransomed nature, 
The ??? for sinners slain; 
Redimer, King, Creator 
In blifs returns to reign 
John Rollin Ridge aged nine years. 
 
Mifs Sophia Sawyer 
Date May 8th July 2s, 1836 
Recd July 19 
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Rome, Ga 
 
Rev. David Greene 
Mifsionary Rooms 
Boston, Ms. 
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APPENDIX H: 
 

Photocopies of Sophia Sawyer’s Correspondence 
April 17-1835 to July 2, 1836 

(from ABCFM microfilm) 
 

 
(from ABCFM microfilm, American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions - Film MS32, microfilm edition of the files of the 
ABCFM. The originals are at Harvard University. Unit 6: MISSIONS 
ON THE AMERICAN CONTINENTS AND TO THE ISLANDS OF 
THE PACIFIC, 1811-1919, CHEROKEE MISSION. (ABC 18.3.1) 
Reel 741, Vol. 7 Cherokee Mission, 1830-1837 Letters) 
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APPENDIX I: 
 

The Treaty of New Echota 
 
 

(From the GALILEO online research database, www.galileo.peachnet.edu: University of Georgia.) 
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APPENDIX J: 
 

The Papers of John P. Rush 
 
 

(From a private collection kept by Thad Rush in his home.) 
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