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FOREWORD 

This report has been prepared to satisfy the research 

needs as enumerated in "RSP, NATR-H-15, Battle of Tupelo 

(Tupelo National Battlefield Site), Section 3-D, Natchez 

Trace Parkway, Lee County, Mississippi." To accomplish this, 

the campaign culminating in the battle of Tupelo on July 14, 

1864, has been studied and analysed, and a documented narra

tive and troop movement maps prepared. Recommendations have 

been made as to the transfer and up-grading of interpretive 

facilities. 

Several persons have assisted in the preparation of this 

report. Thanks are due Claude Gentry of Baldwyn, Mississippi, 

for sharing his knowledge of the area; Frank Sarles for proof

reading the final draft; and Miss Kathy See for the diligent 

manner in which she typed the manuscript. 

E. C. B. 



THE TUPELO CAMPAIGN 

Chapter 1 

Sherman Sends A. J. Smith to Destroy Forrest 

The ranking Union officers in Memphis were stunned to 

be awakened on June 12, 1864, to learn that Brig. Gen. Sam

uel D. Sturgis had been routed by Confederate forces led 

by Maj. Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest at Brices Crossroads two 

days before. Sturgis himself was at Collierville, Tennessee, 

21 miles away, with his shattered command. It was from there 

that he had sent a message that did anything but reassure 

his immediate superior, Maj. Gen. Cadwallader C. Washburn, 

the officer responsible for holding West Tennessee for the 

Union. He had telegraphed, "Trains have just arrived. Do 

you wish me to hold this place or withdraw when I get my de

bris away?" 

Before doing anything else, Washburn had to make cer

tain that the Rebels, who were said to be pressing Sturgis' 

people, did not make a dash into Memphis. An aide left Wash

burn's headquarters at 1 A.M. with a message apprising the 

veteran corps commander Brig. Gen. Andrew J. Smith of the 

disaster, and directing him to have 2,000 infantry at the 

1. The War of the Rebellion; A Compilation of the Official 
Records of the Union and Confederate Armies (70 vols., in 128 
parts, Washington, 1880-1900). Series I. Vol. 39, pt. 2, 107 
(Hereinafter cited as O.R.) General Washburn commanded the 
District of West Tennessee, with headquarters at Memphis. 
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depot of the Memphis and Charleston Railroad as soon as 

possible. The soldiers, when they fell out, were to have 

three days' rations in their haversacks and 100 rounds of 

ammunition on their person. To insure that Smith moved prompt-

ly, he was made to understand that"the case is urgent•"* 

A hardbitten "old army" man, A. J. Smith,had just reached 

Memphis with 6,000 men of the detachments of the XVI and XVII 

Corps that had participated in the ill-starred Red River Cam

paign. Smith, whose command was en route to rejoin Maj. Gen. 

William T. Sherman's "Army Group" in northwest Georgia, had 

been halted at Memphis. Orders had been received on June 6 

from Sherman, dated two days before, for Smith to organize a 

force of from 6,000 to 10,000 men to cooperate in an attack 
3 

on Mobile by way of Pascagoula. 

Smith could move with alacrity* He contacted the leader 

of the Third Division, XVI Corps, Col. David Moore, and told 

him to turn out his 3d Brigade. As the 49th Illinois had 

re-enlisted and was about to leave for home on veteran fur

lough, Moore was directed to substitute another regiment to 

insure that when the brigade boarded the waiting cars it 

would muster 2,000 effectives. Moore was a capable subordin

ate. Besides issuing the necessary orders to his 3d Brigade 

commander, he alerted Col. James I. Gilbert of his 2d Brigade 

2. Ibid., 109. 

3. Ibid., 79. 
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to hold h i s men ready t o take the f i e l d at a moment's no

t i c e . 4 

Moore's bluecoats were at C o l l i e r v i l l e before suf f i c i ent 

d e t a i l s concerning Sturg i s ' defeat had reached Washburn to 

enable him to contact h i s superiors . Secretary of war Edwin 

M. Stanton was informed that Sturgis with 3,000 cavalry, 5,000 

infantry , and 16 p ieces of a r t i l l e r y had been "completely 

worsted, los ing most of the a r t i l l e r y and infantry." Latest 

information from the front was that Sturgis was at C o l l i e r 

v i l l e , with Forrest in pursui t . The presence of A. J . Smith's 

command enabled Washburn to assure the Secretary that Memphis 

could be held. 

A message was a l s o forwarded to General Sherman. Sher

man, whose "Army Group" was engaged in a campaign aimed at 

the destruct ion of the Confederate Army of Tennessee and who 

was responsible for the dispatch of S turg i s ' column, was t o l d 

of the defeat . S turg i s , Washburn telegraphed, had been "badly 

cut up." Although he had but few d e t a i l s , " i t was a very bad 

a f f a i r . " Sherman was n o t i f i e d of A. J . Smith's arrival with 

6,000 foot so ld iers but l i t t l e a r t i l l e r y . Word had arrived 

from Maj. Gen. Edward R. S. Canby that the Trans-Mississippi 

Confederates were concentrating against Maj. Gen. Frederick 

Stee le in Arkansas. This information, coupled with Sturgis ' 

rout, made Washburn question the wisdom of the orders re leas ing 

4 . I b i d . , 109. 

5 . I b i d . , 106. 
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A. J. Smith to Canby for a thrust on Mobile. 

It took two days for Washburn's telegram to find Sherman 

at his Big Shanty, Georgia, headquarters. He was understand

ably depressed by the news, for if Forrest were not destroyed 

he would be free to fall upon and wreck the Nashville & Chat

tanooga Railroad over which Sherman received the tools of war 

and the rations to subsist his huge "Army Group." Under 

these circumstances, the Mobile expedition would have to be 

junked. If General Canby could "spare Smith's command, it 

should go out and meet Forrest." As Confederate Lt. Gen. 

Leonidas Polk and all his corps of infantry, as well as Brig. 

Gen. William H. Jackson's cavalry, was in Georgia, Sherman 

could not "see what Forrest can have except his cavalry" and 

militia. But whatever Forrest's force, it "should be met and 
7 

defeated at any and all costj' he wired Washburn. 

Meanwhile, General Sturgis had reached Memphis, where on 

the 13th he discussed his defeat with Washburn and Smith. What 

6. Ibid. Canby had written Washburn from Natchez, on June 8, 
that information had reached him that Confederate General Ed
mund Kirby Smith was said to be concent rat ding his troops "for 
the purpose of operating against General Steele." As the line 
of the Arkansas "must be held," Washburn would hold himself 
ready to reinforce Steele. Ibid., 89. 

7. Ibid., 115. General Polk with two infantry divisions 
(French's and Loring's) and Jackson's cavalry division had 
reinforced Gen. Joseph E. Johnston's Army of Tennessee in north
west Georgia. Polk on May 9 had turned over responsibility 
for the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana 
to Maj. Gen. Stephen D. Lee. Ibid., 590. 
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Washburn heard enabled him to scale down Union losses, which 

first reports placed at between 2,000 and 4,000 to 1,500 to 

2,000 men, 14 pieces of artillery, and 130 wagons. Sturgis 

and his officers placed Forrest's strength at from 15,000 to 

20,000. With their interior rail lines, the Confederates 

within 24 hours could shift this force to Mobile. If Sher

man were agreeable, Washburn with Smith's and the other 

Memphis troops would make "a demonstration thirty or forty 

miles out, which will tend to keep the force that whipped 

Q 

Sturgis away from" Sherman. 

To be prepared for this eventuality, Washburn on June 

14 alerted A. J. Smith to hold his corps "in readiness to 

march on the morning on the 16th.,: He was to have 3,000 

footsoldiers at the yards by 6 a.m., and the remainder there 

by 2 p.m. The men were to take three days' rations in their 

haversacks and 40 rounds of ammunition in their cartridge-

boxes. Smith's artillery was to take the field at the same 
g 

time with full units of fire in caissons and limbers. The 

leader of Washburn's mounted arm, the hell-for-leather cav

alryman Brig. Gen. Benjamin H. Grierson, was alerted to be 

prepared for the movement. Grierson, who had his command 

post at White's Station, called for his horsesoldiers to 

8. Ibid., 118. 

9. Ibid., 119. 
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keep a sharp watch to prevent Rebel raiders from tearing 

up the railroad* Patrols were en route to take possession 

10 
of* Lafayette and Gerwantown. 

The officer in charge of the railroad shook his head 

when he learned of Washburn's plans* It would be impossible 

for his locoaotives and cars to wake the trip to Moscow and 

return to Memphis by 2 p.m. In addition, he did not have 

sufficient cars to handle wore than 2,000 men on a trip* 

When Washburn learned of this, he altered Smith's instructions. 

Two thousand troops would be at the Memphis & Charleston de

pot at the stipulated hour on the 16th, and the remainder 

at 6 a.m. on the 17th* Besides their rations and ammunition, 

the soldiers were to take with them blankets, shelter-tents, 

and cooking utensils* 

There was a change in plans, however, and Washburn de

termined to send the 1st Brigade.U. S. Colored Troops com

manded by Col. Edward Bouton.to guard the working parties 

repairing the Memphis & Charleston Railroad, east of Col-

lierville. The Negro regiments marched on June 18 and took 

position between Collierville and Lafayette. A. J. Smith 

and his division and brigade commanders would be able to 

take advantage of the extra days in Memphis to perfect the 

10. Ibid* 

11* Ibid., 122* Gilbert's brigade was selected to move on 
the 16th. Ibid. 
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outfitting of their units for the anticipated hard campaign. 

Forty-eight hours had passed, and Sherman, a volatile 

individual, had become increasingly disturbed by the events 

in northeastern Mississippi and their possible repercussions 

on his Georgia campaigns. Especially irritating was an ar

ticle carried in the Atlanta papers of the 13th, reporting 

that at Brices Crossroads, Forrest had had only two brigades. 

Sturgis therefore had deliberately misled his superiors about 

the Confederates' strength. Telegraphing Washburn on June 

16, he exploded, "It is all nonsense about Sturgis being 

attacked by 15,000 or 20,000. He was whipped by a force in

ferior to his own. Let the matter be critically investigated."12 

At the same time, Sherman issued orders for the organ

ization at Memphis of 

as large a force as possible..., with Generals 
A. J. Smith or Qjoseph A."] Mower in command, to 
pursue Forrest on foot, devastating the land 
over which he has passed or may pass, and make 
him and the people of Tennessee and Mississippi 
realize that, although a bold, daring, and suc
cessful leader, he will bring ruin and misery 
on any country where he may pause or tarry. If 
we do not punish Forrest and the people now, the 
whole effect of our past conquests will be lost.13 

General Sherman's message of June 14, regarding the sus

pension of the Mobile Expedition and the dispatch of A. J. 

12. Ibid., 124. 

13. Ibid., 123. 
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Saith t o deal with Forres t ' s Rebel cavalry, was 48 hours in 

reaching Memphis* On i t s r e c e i p t , Washburn repl ied that he 

had ant ic ipated h i s superior—orders had already been i ssued 

for Saith t o go out and hold or whip Forrest* He had 

a l so n o t i f i e d General Caaby in Mew Orleans that he was send

ing a column against Forrest* Supplies would be a problea, 

as the ra ids and counter-raids had aade a desert of the coun

try between Memphis and the Mobile & Ohio Railroad. The 

Memphis & Charleston Railroad was in operation t o C o l l i e r -

v i l l a , and fa t igue par t i e s had been turned t o , and i t was 

hoped t o have the cars running as far as Grand Junction by 

June 20 or 21* 

Washburn's message of the 14th arrived at Big Shanty 

on the 18th* Sherman was del ighted t o learn of the march 

of A. J . Smith's column. As an inducement t o Smith's rank

ing subordinate, Sherman telegraphed, "Say t o General Mower 

that I want him advanced, and i f he w i l l whip Forrest I w i l l 

pledge him my influence for a major -general , and w i l l ask 

the President as a personal favor t o hold a vacancy for him." 1 6 

To make good on h i s promise, Sherman telegraphed President 

Abraham Lincoln that A. J . Saith and Mower had been ordered 

14. Ibid*, 124. 

15. Ibid., 125. Collierville was 21 miles east of Memphis. 

16. Ibid., 130. 
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t o "pursue end k i l l Forres t ." As Mower, in h i s opinion, was 

"one of the gsmest men in our s e r v i c e , " Sherman desired t h i s 

f svor , "should accident b e f e l l me."1 7 

The Memphis & Charleston Railroad, by June 21, had been 

repaired as fax as Grisson's Bridge. On rece ipt of t h i s i n 

formation, General Mower a lerted the men of h i s command, the 

F irs t Div i s ion , XVI Corps, to be at the depot ready to en

t r a i n at 7 a.m. on the 22d. The camps would be l e f t as they 

18 were with a guard of convalescents . General Grierson was 

charged with providing an escort for the d i v i s i o n ' s t ra in 

and a r t i l l e r y , and orders were i ssued for the 2d Iowa Cavalry 

to be at General Smith's Poplar Street headquarters at 9 a.m. 

on the 23d. The cavalry was to send i t s ammunition forward 

19 by r a i l and use i t s wagons for forage. 

On the 22d the cars were used t o shut t le the infantry 

uni t s of Mower's d i v i s i o n from Memphis to Grisson's Bridge, 

where they camped for the n ight . As the t ra ins rumbled e a s t 

ward, the troops exchanged good natured cheers and j eer s with 

the men of Colonel Bouton's brigade (the 61st and 68th U. S. 

Colored Troops, and Battery I , 2d H. S. Colored A r t i l l e r y ) 

guarding the ra i lroad on e i ther s ide of Lafayette . Mower's 

17. I b i d . , 142. 

18. I b i d . , 139. 

19. I b i d . , 139-140. 
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brigades war* formed the next morning and marched t o Moscow.20 

Colon!el Moore on the 22d was a lerted that the ra i lroad 

would be c l e a r the next day for the movement of h i s d i v i s i o n . 

Col . Bdward H. Wolfe's brigade was t o go f i r s t and would be 

at the s t a t i o n at 6:30 a.m. The d iv i s i on t r a i n s were t o s tar t 

for the front at 8:30, on the 24th, v i a the State Line road. 

Wolfe's people boarded the cars as scheduled. Near Lafayette 

the t ra in was f i red in to by Confederate part isans posted in 

underbrush along the r ight-of-way. Several men were k i l l e d 

or wounded, while others in the excitement leaped off the 

cars . The engineer pushed down the t h r o t t l e ; the locomotive 

picked up speed, and was soon out of range. Several of the 

men who jumped from the cars were captured and murdered by 

t h e part i sans . The tra in reached Moscow without further ad

venture , and Wolfe's troops scrambled of f the f l a t cars and 

21 went into camp alongside Mower's people. Moore's other two 

brigades (Murray's and Gi lber t ' s ) were transferred from Mem

phis t o Moscow on the 24th and 25th without inc ident . 

The regimental h i s tor ian of the 32d Iowa of G i l b e r t ' s 

brigade reported that at the time the regiment entrained, 

many of the so ld iers were "suffering from dysentery and ma-

10 

20. 0. R.. Series I., Vol. 39, pt. I, 259, 300. Bouton troops 
had been in position along the railroad since June 18. 

21. Ibid., 295, O. R.. Series X, Vol. 39, pt. 2, 141. 



larial diseases, the effects of the Red river campaign." Be

fore taking the field, the regiment had received a detail 

of recruits and a number of men had been returned from the 

hospital, so it mustered 416 effectives on the morning of 

23 June 24. 

General A. J. Smith, who had transferred his headquarters 

to Moscow to be with his troops, notified General Washburn on 

the 34th that he had checked with the pioneers and the bridge 

across the wolf River would be rebuilt by Sunday night, the 

36th. As soon as the bridge was declared open for rail traf

fic, Smith would push on to La Grange. A detachment of cav

alry had visited that village on the 23d and found it clear 

of Confederates. Once his corps had reached La Grange, the 

railroad would be employed to build-up stockpiles of rations, 

forage, and ammunition. According to his scouts and spies, 

23 
Forrest was at Tupelo on the Mobile & Ohio Railroad. 

General Grierson had kept the 3,200 horsesoldiers of 

his division busy guarding the railroad, escorting wagon 

trains, and patrolling. Col. Edward F. Winslow's brigade, 

serving as escort to the army's trains, left Memphis at 9 a.m. 

on the 34th, and spent the night at the Ponds near Collierville* 

33. John Scott, Story of the 32d Iowa Infantry Volunteers 
(Nevada, Iowa, 1896), 290. '""" 

23. 0. 8.. Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 2, 143. 
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Ths nsxt day, ths column pushsd on to Moscow, and wsnt into 

bivouac on Wolf River. Grisrson's othsr brigads commander, 

Col. Datus B. Coon, snploysd savoral of his rsgimsnts to es

cort trains, and ons, ths 7th Kansas,to scout and protect 

25 

ths fatigue parties repairing ths railroad. 

On June 25 General Smith had Grisrson send a cavalry 

patrol eastward along ths right-of-way to ascertain ths con

dition of ths tracks between Moscow and Saulsbury. Ths troopsrs 

returned ths nsxt day and reported not much work would be re

quired to enable the trains to run to the latter point. Grisr

son was accordingly told to move all the cavalry that had 

reached Moscow and had been paid forward to La Grange.36 Upon 

checking with his brigade commanders, Grisrson discovered that 

all the regiments had been paid, except the 3d Iowa Cavalry. 

When the division, spearheaded by the 9th Illinois Cavalry, 

rode out on the morning of June 27, the 3d Iowa stayed in 
27 camp and draw their pay and rations. 

General Smith was delighted on the evening of the 26th 

to see that the bridge across the Wolf River had been finished. 

24. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 304,305. 

25. Ibid., 315, 316, 318, 319| 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 
2, 141, 142. 

26. O. R.. Series I, Vol. 39. pt. 2, 147. 

27. O. R.. Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 305, 307, 316. 
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Hereafter all trains leaving Meaphis would be able to 

make tha run to La Grange* Before ha pushed on, Smith asked 

Washburn, "Am I to take the colored regiments (Bouton's) now 

at La Payette as part of my command?" If so, they would be 

invaluable as a wagon guard. If not, some of then should be 

28 

advanced t o Moscow t o protect the bridge over Wolf River. 

Washburn, recognising the merit in Smith's suggest ion, ordered 

Bouton t o report to Smith. He a l s o increased Bouton's force 

by one- th ird ,as the t ra in which chugged eastward to Moscow 
29 

on the 27th carried the 57th U. S. Colored Troops. 

Smith's infantry on June 27 broke camp, crossed Wolf 

River, and made the 11-mile march t o La Grange. The day was 

f r i g h t f u l l y hot and humid, and large numbers of men straggled. 

When the 32d Iowa stopped and camped at 2 p.m. , only 20 men 

answered when r o l l was c a l l e d . General Mower, who brought 

up the rear , found a large number of bluecoats "lying by the 

readsids, overcome with heat ." He stopped, dismounted, and 

"kindly urged them . . . t o move on, as they were in the rear 

and l i a b l e t o be taken prisoner by roving bands of the enemy." 

By midnight most of the s tragglers had rejoined the ir u n i t s , 

which had bivouacked in the Wolf River bottom. w 

28. 0 . R. t Ser ies I , Vol. 39 . p t . 2 , 147. 

29. 0 . R.. Ser ies I , Vol . 39. p t . 1 , 300. 

30. S c o t t , Story of the 33d Iowa. 290-91. Two tra ins a l so reached 
La Grange during the day-one carrying suppl ies and the other the 
construction b a t t a l i o n . 

13 



Ctders were i s sued toy Smith for Griereem t o have hi* 

horsesoldiers advance t o Suolsbery on tho 38th. Now that 

Bouton's regiments would bo jo in ing him, f a i t h asked Wash

burn t o • • • that cavalry froa Moaphis was de ta i l ed t o picket 

a l l roads botwoon Qoraantowa sad La Grange. Saith would r e -

aain at La Grsago u n t i l h i s aagasiaes had boon s tockpi led , 

which would wot be e a r l i e r than Thursday, tho 30th. Time 

would not be wasted, as the repair crews had been de ta i l ed 

t o put the rai lroad between La Grange sad Pocahontas i n run

ning order, f a i t h planned t o move slowly sad de l iberate ly 
31 

and be ready "to aeet Forrest i f he cones within ewe week." 

Winslow's cavalry brigade on June 38 rode forward froa 

La Grange and csaped in and around fealsbury. Mere i t was 

rejoined by the 3d Iowa. Grierson's other brigade. Coon's, 
33 

remained at La Grange. Meanwhile, Bouton's brigade, part 

moving by r a i l and the remainder marching, had reached La 

Grange. There Bouton reported t o Saith that the e f f e c t i v e 

strength of h i s unit was 1 . 8 9 9 . 3 3 By dusk on the 38th, Saith 

had concentrated a l l h i s infantry , except one regiment guarding 

31. 0 . 1 . . Ser ies I , Vol. 39 . p t . 1 , 279; 0 . *.. Ser i e s I , 
Vol. 39. p t . 3 , 149-150. 

32. 0 . » . . Ser ies I , Vol. 39 . p t . 1 , 305, 307, 315. 

33. I b i d . , 300; Robert Cowden, A Brief Sketch of the Organi
sat ion and Service of the Fifty-Ninth Regiment of United State* 
Colored Infantry (Dayton, 1883). 126-127. 
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tha bridga at Grissom's Craak, in and aroand La Granga. Aa 

that anit would b* callad up in tha) moming, Smith raqaaatad 

that waahborn hava tha ragimamt currently poatad at Lai*ayette 
34 

provida a company to protect the atructor* from bridga-burnera. 

Waahborn on Jon* 27 cautioned Smith that "you had batter 

be in no hurry in leaving tha line of railroad with your in

fantry and artillery, but seam to be engaged in repairing the 

road and moving on to Corinth." H* believed that aa long aa 

they held Forrest in Miaaiaaippi, they war* "doing good work," 

but if they could decoy him up to Corinth it would be "a great 

deal better than to go down to Tupelo after him." If, however, 

Forrest failed to fall for the ruse, Smith would have to go 

after him. Report* reaching Memphis indicated that Forrest 

had a brigade at Corinth, and Washburn suggested that a strong 

cavalry column be sent to strike the Mobile & Ohio, six miles 

south of Corinth, to see what it could develop. 

While Smith agreed with Washburn, he did not believe For

rest would venture an attack on the Federals until they had 

placed several days' marches between their column and the Mem

phis and Charleston. Not wishing to exhaust his cavalry be

fore his infantry was ready to leave La Orange, Smith vetoed 

the proposed dash on the Mobile & Ohio. About this time, Smith 

34. 0. R.. Series I, Vol. 39. pt. 2, 150. 

35. Ibid., 149. 
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received bad aaws froa his chiaf of ordnance--"a laxoa portion** 

of his aaaunition was worthless. Xha coadaanad ammunition 

would ba ratmraad to Maaphis by spacial train. Smith was hap

py, howavar, that this discovary had baan aada whila it was 

still possibls to rastock tha La Granga magazines. Savaral 

days passad bafora tha aamuriition was replaced, and on July 2 

Washburn was able to notify Smith that ha was to laava tha 

37 
railroad as soon as ha was raady. 

Brig. Gen. Edward Hatch of tha cavalry raturnad to duty, 

on tha axpiration of his sick laava, on July 4. Ha was a 

vataran of nearly two years * ssrvica in northeast Mississippi 

and had had "several turns with Per rest." As Hatch knew tha 

area like a book, ha would ba a valuable addition, and ha was 

to report to Smith and take command of Coon's cavalry brigade. 

Reaching La Grange, Hatch told Smith that, after leaving Rip

ley, tha army should advance down tha Pontotoc Ridga. Whan 

ha had last baan out this route, thara had baan larga quantitias 

of forage on tha farms, and tha Federals should have no dif

ficulty faading thair horsas and aulas as thay drova southward. 

Washburn was of tha opinion that from Pontotoc, Smith's 

columns should head for Columbus, by way of Okelona. It would 

ba wall, he warned, to avoid Tupelo as it was said to ba for

tified, and make Forrest coma out and fight. After reaching 

36. Ibid., 160. 

37. Ibid. 

16 



Okolona, Smith was to have his people live off the country 

38 and conserve their hardtack for the return march. 

38. Ibid., 162. 

17 



THE TUPELO CAMPAIGN 

Chapter 2 

The Confederates Prepare to Strike 

General A. J. Smith on July 4, 1864, alerted his division 

commanders to have their men formed and ready to march early 

on the 5th. The infantry and artillery were to be issued 

three days' rations, while the horsesoldiers were to carry 

rations to last for five days. It would be desirable for the 

cavalry to take along as much oats for their mounts as pos

sible. Several of the infantry brigade commanders had been 

shocked by the way their men had straggled on the march from 

Moscow to La Grange. To prevent a repetition, the company 

commanders were told to see that each man's canteen was filled 

with water, before they moved out in the mornings. The pro

miscuous discharge of small-arms while on the march was for

bidden, and regimental and company officers would be held re

sponsible for all violations. The troops were to move out 

in light marching order, with rubber blankets, and 40 pounds 

of ammunition in their cartridge-boxes. 

Time out from drawing rations and ammunition was taken at 

noon on the 4th, when a national salute of 100 guns was fired 

1. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 2, 163. 

2. Ibid. 
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to celebrate the United States' 88th birthday. 

Although the infantry commanders had their brigades 

formed, mustered, and ready to march by the designated hour 

on July 5, no orders to move out came. The cavalry was not 

ready. General Grierson seemed unable to rise to the occasion 

as he had in April 1863, when he had led the raid from La 

Grange to Baton Rouge, which dislocated Confederate plans to 

cope with General Grant's crossing of the Mississippi. It 

was late in the afternoon before Grierson was able to notify 

Smith that the cavalry was ready to march. Upon receipt of 

this anxiously awaited word, Smith passed the word for his 

infantry to move out. The day was mot completely wasted, 

however, as large fatigue parties had been organised to load 

aboard railroad cars for return to Lafayette the supplies 

stockpiled at La Grange and Saulsbury surplus to the army's 

meed..4 

After studying his maps and discussing the situation 

with General Hatch and his scouts, Smith voiced concern that 

the Rebels might block the road leading down the Pontotoc 

Ridge from Ripley. If this occurred, he wished to know if he 

were at liberty to strike for Tuscumbia, Alabama. When General 

3. David W. Reed, Campaigns and Battles of the 12th Regiment 
Iowa Veteran Volunteer Infantry... .(Bvanston, 1903), 151. 

4. 0. R.. Series I. Vol. 39, pt« *» 1*"» 
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Washburn made mo comment on this suggestion, Smith on fur

ther reflection concluded that, with Washburn's permission, 

he would go to "Tuscumbia and do all the mischief we can on 

the route," and from there reach Columbus much easier than 

by way of the Pontotoc Ridge. All were in general agreement, 

at his headquarters, that an advance via Tuscumbia would: 

(a) permit the army to live off the country; (b) avoid 

crossing the Tonbigbee; and (c) draw Forrest out if he wanted 

to fight. As LA Grange was a key point in Smith's plan of 

operations, Hatch, having not yet recovered his strength, 

would be detailed to hold it with a small force and scout to 
5 

the south. 

Washburn was unimpressed with Smith's proposal. The 

wily Forrest, he reasoned, would employ his superior mobility 

to give Smith's army the slip and make a dash into Memphis. 

Smith's proposal to advance via Tuscumbia was accordingly 

vetoed. 

It was 6 p.m. before Grierson reported his horsesoldiers 

were ready to mount. Shortly thereafter, Winslow's brigade 

rode out of Saulsbury, taking the Ripley road. By dusk when 

the brigade halted and camped, it had advanced seven miles. 

5. Ibid., 165. 

6, 0. R., Series I , Vol. 39. pt . 1, 304, 305, 307, 312, 313. 
While Winslow's brigade was at Saulsbury, am outpost on the 
Ripley road manned by Companies 0 and B, 3d Iowa Cavalry, had 
been attacked by a Confederate patrol. A sharp clash had en
sued which cost the Federals one wounded and the Confederates 
five casualt ies . Ibid. , 307. 
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Grierson's o t t er brigade, Coon'a, was t o acroom t t e march 

of Smith's infantry. Riding out at 6x30, t t e cavalryman 

l e f t La Grange and took t t e road t o Davis' Mi l l . One of 

Coon'a regiments, the 9th I l l i n o i s Cavalry, remained behind 

to cover the army's rear. N ight fa l l found Coon's troopers 

halted on Woodson's p lantat ion , f i v e mi les southeast of La 

Grange.7 

General Joseph Homer, as senior d i v i s i o n commander, took 

t t e l ead as t t e infantry broke camp. Moore's d i v i s i o n came 

next fol lowed by teuton's brigade and t t e army t r a i n s . The 

f o o t s o l d i e r s spent the night at Davis' M i l l . Bach brigade 

was accompanied by a t ra in of 26 wagons i n which were loaded 

a reserve of 100 rounds of ammunition per man, nine days' 

rat ions for the troops , and mine days' grain and forage for 

the l i v e s t o c k . General A. J . Smith, accompanied by h i s s ta f f , 

rode out of La Grange at dusk and soon overtook the infantry 

columns. On checking with h i s a s s i s tant adjutant general , 

he found that h i s army, as i t took the f i e l d , mustered 14,000 
SJ 

e f f e c t i v e s , supported by 24 f i e l d guns. 

7. I b i d . , 315, 316, 317, 318, 319. While at La Grange, the 
9th I l l i n o i s Cavalry had been reconnoitaring south of t t e r a i l 
road. On t t e 3d a patrol l e d by Lt. John H. McMahon had s k i r 
mished with Confederate s cout s . 

8. 0 . R. . Ser ies I , Vol. 39. p t . 2 , 165} 0 . R.. Ser. I , Vol. 39. 
p t . 1 , 250, 256, 279, 300. In addition t o t t e 9th I l l i n o i s Cav
a lry , the construction tra in remained in La Grange on t t e night 
of July 5 . Smith hoped that Washburn would send a force , on the 
morning of t t e 6 th , t o r e l i e v e the I l l i n o i s regiment. O. R«. Ser. 
I» Vol. 39, p t . 2 , 165. 

22 



July 6 found the main column, s t i l l spearheaded by Coon's 

brigade, taking up the march from Davis' Mill toward Ripley. 

Contact was soon es tab l i shed with Confederate scouts , who r e 

t i r e d without delaying the Union advance. The army had c losed 

to within 15 miles of Ripley before Smith c a l l e d a h a l t . Mean

while , back at La Grange the 9th I l l i n o i s Cavalry had been 

re l i eved by troops from Memphis, and Lt. Col. Henry B. Burgh 

led h i s people down the road to Davis' Mi l l , where they spent 

the n ight . Winslow's cavalry brigade, having a shorter d i s 

tance t o march, had not broken camp u n t i l noon. After a short 

r ide , the brigade reached and turned i n t o the La Grange-Ripley 

road, where i t rendezvoused with Coon's brigade, and Winslow 

reported to General Grierson. 

Early the next morning, July 7, the march was renewed 

with the ent ire column trave l ing v i a the La Grange-Ripley 

road. In accordance with ins truct ions from General Grierson, 

Colonel Coon's brigade, with the 2d Iowa Cavalry as advance 

guard, had the l ead . As on the previous day, contact was e s 

tabl i shed with Rebel scouts . Shots were exchanged as the 

butternuts f e l l back. By 3 p.m. the 2d Iowa was within three 

and one-half mi les of Ripley, and Colonel Coon, who was riding 

9. p . R_., Ser ies I , Vol. 39 , p t . 1 , 315, 317; History of the 
9th Regiment I l l i n o i s Cavalry Volunteers, ed i ted by Edward A. 
Davenport (Chicago, 1888), 117. 

10. 0 . R., Ser ies I , Vol. 39. p t . 1 , 305. 
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with the vanguard, found a strong force of Confederates (the 

1st Miss i ss ippi Partisans and the 3d Tennessee) under Lt. Col . 

Samuel M. Hyatts posted on a h i l l s i d e , the i r pos i t i on p a r t i a l l y 

nasked by t ree s and underbrush. Coon dismounted s i x conpanies 

of the 2d Iowa and attacked. After maneuvering for a pos i t ion 

for an hour, during which a great quantity of ammunition was 

expended, the Iowans charged across an open f i e l d and d i s 

lodged the Rebels from the h i l l s i d e . In pol ic ing the f i e l d , 

the Iowans found ten dead Confederates. A r o l l c a l l d i s 

c l o s e d that only four blwecoats had been injured in the f i g h t i n g . 

By the t i n e the horseso ld iers had secured the f i e l d , General 

Smith had arrived with Mower's lead brigade, and he c a l l e d 

a hal t for the day, the aray caaping on North Tippah Creek, three 

miles northwest of Ripley. 

Confederate Maj. Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest and h i s 

cavalry corps were permitted l i t t l e t i n e t o ce lebrate and e x 

change mutual congratulat ions over the defeat of General Stur-

g i s 1 column. Scouts had s ighted and counted the steamboats 

bringing A. j . Smith's d i v i s i o n s up the Miss i s s ipp i , as they 

passed Austin on June 9 . Spies in Memphis and at Byhalia r e 

ported on the 10th that 20,000 troops had disembarked, and 

11 • Q« » M Ser ie s I , Vol. 39, p t . 1 , 250, 304, 315, 318. 
The 9th I l l i n o i s Cavalry, during the day, had overtaken Grier-
son's Div i s ion , and Colonel Burgh had reported to Colonel Coon. 
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that a "heavy force reached white ' s Station1 , on the night of 

the 11th. Working part ies had been spotted on the Memphis & 

Charlestcr Railroad as far east as Moscow, putting down new 

c r o s s - t i e s . Orders had been issued by the Union mil i tary in 

Memphis exempting a l l blacksmiths and wagon-makers from m i l i 

tary service for s ix days. Five tra ins had passed Forest 

H i l l by the 12th going e a s t ; two of the tra ins were carrying 

horses ins ide box-cars and men on top; while the others were 

made up of f l a t - c a r s crowded with infantry. Three of the 

tra ins had returned, one with only a train guard, one with 

Sturg i s ' wounded, while the scouts had been unable to ascer

tain the character of the command riding the other. 

This information reached General Forrest ' s Tupelo head

quarters on June 15. Forrest , s a t i s f i e d that the Federals 

were organizing another expedition aimed at the destruction 

of h i s corps, relayed t h i s information to h i s immediate supe

r ior , Maj. Gen. Stephen D. Lee, who as commander of the 

Department of Alabama, Miss i s s ipp i , and East Louisiana main

tained h i s headquarters at Meridian. On doing so , he suggested 

that "every preparation should be made to meet the enemy in 

case they. . .move o u t . " " 

The urgency abated somewhat when the scouts and spies 

reported on the 14th that the force sent out from Memphis on 

12. O. R., Ser ies I , Vol. 39, p t . 2 , 651. 
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the 12th had returned, after meeting Sturgis' shattered ccemuuid.13 

General Lee, to be prepared for any eventuality, on June 18 

directed Brig. Gen. Philip D. Roddey to concentrate his divi

sion, except for 350 men of Patterson's brigade, at or near 

Corinth. Col. Josiah Patterson's people were to remain in 

north Alabama and keep close watch on the Union garrison hold

ing Decatur. As long as the Federals held Memphis in force, 

Lee warned, it would make impracticable a raid on the foe's 

Middle Tennessee supply lines and depots. 

Here General Lee demonstrated that he did not have the 

ability to comprehend the strategic thinking behind the ad

vance of Sherman's "Army Group" toward Atlanta and the activ

ities of the Union forces based at Memphis and Vicksburg. 

While Sherman was exerting himself to insure the defeat of 

Forrest's corps to prevent the destruction of his supply line, 

several high Confederate officers were pleading with the gov

ernment in Richmond to overrule General Lee and give up north 

Mississippi. Gen. Joseph £. Johnston, whose Army of Tennessee 

was endeavoring to halt Sherman's push on Atlanta, twice, on 

June 13 and again on July 16, suggested to President Jeffer

son Davis that "an adequate force under the most competent 

13. I b i d . , 652 

14. I b i d . , 655. Roddey commanded the D i s t r i c t of North Ala
bama, with headquar te r s at Tuscumbia. 

26 



of f i cer in America for such serv ice , General N. B. Forrest 

be sent to operate against Sherman's communications." He 

did "so in the confidence that t h i s cavalry would serve the 

Confederacy far better by insuring the defeat of a great i n 

vasion than by repe l l ing a mere ra id ." In t h i s suggestion 

Johnston was backed by two of h i s three corps commanders. 

On June 13, Lt. Gen. Leonidas Polk, in the l a s t o f f i c i a l 

dispatch he was to transmit before being k i l l e d at Pine Moun

t a i n , urged h i s fr iend, the President, to unleash Forrest 

against Sherman's communications. Lt. Gen. William J . Hardee 

concurred in t h i s p l e a . 1 6 

Governor Joseph E. Brown of Georgia, one of Davis' sever

e s t c r i t i c s , addressed a formal request t o the President, 

asking that General Forrest be placed in command of a l l the 

cavalry , with the mission of operating with Johnston's Army 

of Tennessee. His request having been turned down, he t e l e 

graphed Davis on June 5, "I regret that you cannot grant my 

request . I am s a t i s f i e d that Sherman's escape with h i s army 

would be impossible i f ten thousand good cavalry under For

res t were thrown in h i s rear t h i s s ide of Chattanooga, and 

15. John A. Wyeth, Life of Lieutenant "General Nathan Bedford 
Forrest (New York, 1899), 432-433) Bat t l e s and Leaders of the 
C i v i l War, ed i ted by Robert U. Johnson and Clarence C. Buel, 
four v o l s . (New York, 1885-1887), Vol. 4 . 276. During t h i s 
same period, General Johnston on four other occas ions , through 
Gen. Braxton Bragg, broached the same subject . 

16. Robert S. Henry, "First With the Most"Forrest (Indiana
p o l i s , 1944), 308. -
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h i s suppl ies cut o f f . " 1 7 

Maj. Gen. Howell Cobb of Georgia in July wrote Secretary 

of War James A. Seddon, pointing out that the defense of At

lanta and "the certa in defeat and destruction of Sherman's 

army are involved in some movement to be made by Forrest , i f 

pos s ib l e , on Sherman's l i n e of communication." Unless t h i s 

were done, Cobb foresaw no end to Sherman's methodical advance 

into Georgia. If h i s communications were cut for ten days, 

he argued, Sherman's "Army Group" would be destroyed. "To 

e f f ec t such a r e s u l t , " can we not "afford to uncover for a 

18 

short time the country protected by Forrest?" 

Despite the pleas of Johnston and his generals, rein

forced by Governor Brown and General Cobb, President Davis 

refused to overrule General Lee. Both Davis and Lee were 

wedded to a policy of holding onto Mississippi, instead of 

unleashing Forrest's cavalry corps on Sherman's supply line. 

Generals Lee and Forrest on the 20th learned from their 

sources in northwest Mississippi that A. J. Smith, with a 

considerable force, was still in Memphis. With working par

ties rebuilding the Memphis & Charleston to La Grange, all 

signs indicated that they had better be prepared to meet another 

17. Wyeth, Life of General W. B. Forrest. 433. 

18. Ibid., 433-434. 
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19 

raid in force. The next day, the 21st, the 2d Missouri Cav

alry of Chalmers' division was ordered to take position at 

Abbeville "to observe the movements of the enemy in that quar

ter." Scouts would be thrown out toward Memphis and keep 

the Memphis & Charleston under observation. If the foe ad

vanced, the Missourians were to harass him, and if compelled 

to retire they would rejoin the division.20 

On June 22 General Lee warned Richmond that A. J. Smith 

was outfitting at Memphis "a formidable expedition...to re

pair the disaster of General Sturgis." Reports placed the 

strength of the Union force at Memphis and along the Memphis 

& Charleston at 20,000. Forrest had 9,000 horsesoldiers avail

able with which to meet Smith's columns, and Lee promised that 

"every effort will be made to meet this force."2* 

President Davis, when shown Lee's communication, fumed. 

He urged that steps be taken by Lee to concentrate a force 

for the defense of his department and for raids on the supply 

lines and depots used to support Sherman's "Army Group." 

While the redeployment of General Polk's two infantry divisions 

to Georgia had been authorized, it had been done on the 

19. O. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt„ 2, 659. 

20. Ibid., 657. There was a telegraph in operation linking 
Holly Springs with Chalmers' headquarters in Aberdeen. 

21. Ibid., 657-658; Stephen D. Lee, "The Battle of Tupelo," 
Publications of the Mississippi Historical Society (Oxford, 1902), 
Vol. 6, 41. 
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supposition that General Johnston would f ight Sherman at or 

near Dalton, "so as t o r e l i e v e the danger t o Alabama and Mis

s i s s i p p i . " Now, however, the retreat of the Army of Tennessee 

had exposed the country Polk was charged with protect ing . 

In addit ion, the War Department had not sanctioned the t rans 

fer of Brig. Gen. William H. Jackson's cavalry d iv i s ion from 

Miss iss ippi t o northwestern Georgia. The President wanted 

Lee to keep in hand a l l the force he had l e f t , including Brig. 

Gens. Phi l ip D. Roddey's and Gideon P i l l o w ' s , and General 

Johnston was t o be n o t i f i e d that "he may not count on aid 

from General Lee, but rather perceive that the drafts upon 

the Department of Alabama, Miss i s s ipp i , and East Louisiana 

22 

have been already too great ."** 

To insure a rapid concentration t o oppose Smith's ad

vance, Lee contacted h i s commander at Jackson, Brig. Gen. 

William Wirt Adams. Adams was t o move Brig. Gen. Samuel Ghol-

son's brigade t o West, leaving 500 men t o cover the l i n e of 

the Big Black toward Vicksburg. One-half of Col. John S. S c o t t ' s 

brigade was t o be pul led out of east Louisiana and take s ta t ion 

at Brookhaven. Lee wanted Adams' command t o be ready t o move 

in to north Miss i s s ipp i , and s t i l l have "a s u f f i c i e n t force 

within s tr ik ing distance of the Vicksburg f ront ." Adams for 

22. 0 . R., Ser ies I , Vol. 39, p t . 2 , 658. P i l l ow's small 
cavalry d i v i s i o n was currently operating in northeast Alabama. 
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the tine being was to remain at Jackson, but he and his staff 

were to hold themselves ready to join the army in northeast 

23 

Mississippi if called. 

Lee on the 23d learned from Adams' scouts that the Fed

erals had materially strengthened their force at Vicksburg. 

Two thousand soldiers had returned to duty at the expiration 

of their re-enlistment furloughs. Five white regiments and 

2,000 Negro soldiers were reported to have reached Vicksburg 

24 

by boat from Morganza. If these soldiers were to under

take an expedition from Vicksburg toward Jackson or Yazoo 
City, Lee would find himself hard-pressed to locate surfi-

25 
cient men to meet it, while concentrating against A. J. Smith. 

General Forrest on the 25th received a number of interesting 

reports from his scouts. Men posted 24 miles east of Memphis 

had counted 184 wagons and 20 ambulances as they rolled past 

Forest Hill. They estimated that 12,000 troops had passed. 

Forrest, knowing that scouts were likely to exaggerate, was 

inclined to scale down this figure. At the same time, he 

23. Ibid., 659-660. 

24. There was no truth to the story telling of the arrival 
at Vicksburg of the troops from Morganza. 

25. Ibid., 660. On the 23d Lee was promoted to lieutenant 
general and named to command of the Department of Alabama, 
Mississippi, and East Louisiana, to replace General Polk who 
had been killed by Union artillery fire at Pine Mountain, Geor
gia, on June 14. Ibid. 
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e s t i a a t e d that when A. J . Smith did take the f i e l d , he would 

move with 18,000 to 20,000, "a portion of which w i l l be used 

to garrison the points already f o r t i f i e d " on the ra i lroad. 

Smith's column, he warned h i s superiors , had for i t s goal the 

destruction of the Mobile & Ohio Railroad as far south as 

poss ib le , and when i t returned to i t s base i t would do so by 

way of the Miss iss ippi Central Railroad. 

To be prepared for t h i s movement, a l l surplus s tores 

s tockpi led in depots and magazines at Grenada and other points 

on the l a t t e r rai lroad farther north were to be moved toward 

Meridian. Besides three companies of scouts , Forrest had 200 

men at Ripley, and he had a ler ted h i s brother, Lt* Col. Jesse 

Forrest , t o take another 200 troopers of B e l l ' s and Lyon's 

brigades and penetrate as c l o s e to La Grange as pos s ib l e . 

These men were t o watch the roads and ascertain what the 3,000 

Federals at La Grange were doing. Forrest would have sent 

out a stronger force , "but for the d i f f i c u l t y of supplying 

i t with forage, not having a suf f ic iency of mules." 

Orders were issued at t h i s time by Forrest for Brig. 

Gen. James R. Chalmers to bring h i s d iv i s ion from i t s r e s t 

camp at Aberdeen t o "as near Okolona as nature of forage w i l l 

permit." Steps would then be taken to ready the d iv i s ion 

26. I b i d . , 666; R. R. Hancock, Hancock's Diary: or , A His
tory of the Second Tennessee Cavalry (Nashvi l le , 1887), 410. 
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for the f i e l d by supplying each man with f i v e days' rat ions 

and 100 rounds of snail-arms ammunition. As the Federal 

build-up was proceeding slowly and ae thodica l ly , Chalmers 

would not be required to aake a forced march. Forrest at 

the same time suggested that Lee c a l l up Col. Hinchie P. 

Mabry's brigade of General Wirt Adams' command to reinforce 
27 the force he was concentrating along the Mobile & Ohio. 

Lee did as Forrest asked, and Mabry's brigade rode from the 
28 Yazoo country t o Okolona. 

General Forrest on the 27th learned from h i s scouts 

that Grierson's cavalry had reached Saulsbury, while Smith's 

infantry was camped in and around La Grange. Confederate 

sp ies had penetrated Smith's camps and gauged h i s strength, 

which they placed at e ight infantry brigades and 3,500 cav

a lry . His people having torn up the track east of Saulsbury, 

Forrest f e l t that Smith would have to cut loose from the 

29 rai lroad at that po int . 

General Lee, af ter evaluating the information forwarded 

by Forrest , telegraphed the War Department on the 28th that 

Smith's expedit ion would probably s tar t from Saulsbury within 

2 7 • Q« R». Ser ies I , Vol. 39, p t . 2 , 665, 666, 667. 

28. Ibid., 671; Henry, "First With the Most." 311. 

29. O. R.t Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 2, 668, 670. 
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six days. Fro** the cars with which it was being organised, 

it would be wore than a raid and fears were voiced that Sei

ne, Alabama, or a junction with Sherman in Georgia was its 

goal. A column also was being organised at Vicksburg to 

30 support Smith's thrust. 

On Tuesday, June 28, Forrest checked with Roddey and 

Mabry, and he was cheered to learn that their combined com

mands numbered about 6,000 effectives. Chalmers, who had 

moved his division to Verona, was told to have his troopers 

ready to take the field on Thursday, at 6 a.m., with four 

days' cooked rations for the men and two days' forage for 

their mounts. Bach man was to have 40 rounds of ammunition 

in his cartridge-box and a reserve of 60 rounds in the ord

nance wagons. There would be 30 rounds for each pistol, 

ten to be issued and the remainder held in the wagons. The 

commissary department was to issue to the division five days' 

rations of hardtack and bacon. Chalmers was to organize 

his dismounted men into companies under competent officers 

32 
and send them to Tupelo. 

Forrest had established at Tupelo a camp for men who had 

30. Ibid., 670; Lee, "Battle of Tupelo," Publications, Vol. 6, 41. 

31. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 671-672. 

32. Ibid., 672, 674. The dismounted men were to be armed with 
either Enfield or Austrian rifle-muskets. 
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lost their horses, or whose mounts did not pass a rigid in

spection designed to winnow out "all horses unable to stand 

the fatigues of service." The purpose was to avoid the "loss 

of the service of both man and horse," to cut down "straggling 

and scattering men along the line of march," to "recruit 

horses that a few days1 service at this time would render 

worthless," and while accomplishing all these desirable 

ends, to get from the temporarily dismounted men the equiva

lent of a "good brigade of infantry." At first, some of the 

men "ran away rather than come to the dismounted camp," al

though most of them—between 500 and 600—"once in camp and 

assured of the design to recruit their stock and render it 

serviceable," appeared satisfied. 

To these dismounted men, Forrest purposed to add, by 

rigid examination, a large number of "attaches, employes, 

and detailed men," provost guards, purchasing agents, presumed 

officers of the state reserves between 18 and 45, and others 

whom, he felt, would bring up his dismounted force to at least 

2,000 officers and men. Many of these "exempts" of various 

sorts were beyond Forrest's reach, but his own detailed men 

were to be armed with "guns and necessary accoutrements to 

go into the fight," and subordinate commanders were to be held 

33 accountable to see that they did. 

33. Thomas Jordan & J. P. Pryor, The Campaigns of Lieut-Gen. 
N. B. Forrest (New Orleans, 1868), 496; 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, 
pt. 2, 682-684; Henry, "First with the Most," 312. 
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In the afternoon Forrest left Tupelo for Corinth to in

spect Roddey's division. Before doing so, be telegraphed 

his congratulations to Lee on his promotion to lieutenant 

general. As Forrest was suffering from boils, he hoped Lee 

would take command when and if Smith moved out. "Our force," 

he warned, "is insufficient" to engage the foe, unless rein-

3e forcements are forthcoming. Capt. John W. Morton of the 

artillery recalled that as he left for Corinth, Forrest's 

keen suffering "depleted even his iron constitution," but, 

boils or no boils, there was to be no rest and no relief for 

him. The pressure on the department, with other expeditions 

threatening from Vicksburg and Marganza, was such that Lee 

35 
could not dispense with Forrest for even a few days. 

Forrest on June 30 was back in Tupelo, where he alerted 

Chalmers to hold two regiments (the 3d and 7th Tennessee) 

ready to ride at an hour's notice.36 Reports now reached 

Tupelo from Col. Jesse Forrest at Ripley, stating that the 

Federals were staying close to their camps at La Grange and 

Saulsbury and continuing their build-up. Instructions were 

accordingly issued for Chalmers to forget about sending the 

34. 0. R.. Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 2, 671. 

35. John W. Morton, The A r t i l l e r y of Nathan Bedford Forres t ' s 
Cavalry (Nashvi l le , 1909) , 203. 

36. 0 . R., Ser ie s I , Vol. 39, p t . 2 , 675. 
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two regiments to the front* On July 3 Forrest determined to 

strengthen the force guarding the approaches to Ripley. The 

1st Mississippi Partisan Rangers, a unit raised in the region 

and familiar with all the roads and byways, rode out of Tupelo. 

At Ripley, Lt. Col. Samuel M. Hyams, as senior officer, took 

charge and reinforced the patrols Colonel Forrest had posted 

to the front to watch the Federals' movements. All information 

37 
gathered was relayed to corps headquarters at Tupelo. 

News that the Federals had broken camp and were advancing 

toward Ripley reached Tupelo on July 6. General Forrest there

upon issued orders for his division and brigade commanders 

to see that three days' rations were prepared for their com-

nands and that they were ready to move by 6 a.m. on the 7th. 

Reports arriving from Colonel Hyams at Ripley on the 7th sat

isfied Forrest that the Yankees were striking for Tupelo by 

way of Ellistown. Orders were issued for Brig. Gen. Abraham 

Buford to send a brigade, Col. Tyree H. Bell's, to watch the 

Ellistown-Ripley road. At 5 a.m. on July 8, Bell's Tennesseeans 

rode out of their camp, three miles northwest of Tupelo. Bell, 

37. Ibid., 681-682. The Mississippians carried with them on 
their horses three days' cooked rations and two days' forage. 
Three days' rations and four days' corn in sacks, along with 
an additional 40 round of ammunition per man, was transported 
to Ripley in wagons. The corn had been sacked by the Tupelo 
quartermaster. 

38. Ibid., 689; 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 329; Hancock, 
Diary, 411-412. 
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on reaching Bllistown, halted the 2d and 16th Tennessee, while 

he with his other regiments (the 15th Tennessee and Newsom's) 

pushed on to the Tallahatchie, where they took position picket

ing the crossings. The next morning, the 9th, the 2d Tennes

see was advanced toward New Albany, the 16th remaining at 

39 
Ellistown as a ready reserve. 

General Forrest on July 8 learned of the fight at Rip

ley between Hyams' command and Smith's vanguard, and that the 

Federals had passed through Ripley and were pressing deeper 

into Mississippi. Instructions were now issued alerting his 

three division commanders—Chalmers, Buford, and Roddey—to 

hold their units "in readiness for a move at a moment's notice." 

Chalmers was to send several good officers "to examine the 

roads, creeks, and crossings on the New Albany road." 

General Lee had reached Tupelo on the 7th by rail from 

Meridian with 600 heavy artillerists converted into infan

try, commanded by Lt. Col. Daniel Beltxhoover, who had been 

stationed at Mobile. The trains that brought up the reinforce

ments were used to send the corps' tents and superfluous gear 

41 
south. Besides worrying about Smith's army and the advance 

of the Vicksburg Federals on Jackson, Lee had to think about 

39. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39. pt. 1, 346; Hancock, Diary. 411-412. 

40. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 2, 694-695. 

41 . Hancock, Diary, 411. 



the defense of Mobile. To hold that v i t a l point , which guarded 

the entrance to mighty r ivers penetrating deep into h is de

partment, Lee had about 2,500 infantry under Maj. Gen. Dabney 

H. Maury and a small f l e e t commanded by Rear Admiral Franklin 

Buchanan. When he caught the t ra in for Tupelo, Lee knew that 

a powerful Union f l e e t under Rear Admiral David G. Farragut 

was blockading the entrance to Mobile Bay, while h i s spies 

in New Orleans were reporting that General Canby was organ

i z ing an army of 20,000 men to put ashore at Pascagoula and 

42 attack Mobile by land. 

Examining Forres t ' s returns, Lee found that he had assem

bled an army of 7,500 cavalry, 2,100 dismounted men, and 20 

cannon with which to oppose Smith's columns* Between them, 

Lee and Forrest determined to lure Smith as far south as Oko-

lona before attacking. This plan was predicated by the neces 

s i t y to be in pos i t ion to rapidly shut t l e troops to Mobile 

by r a i l in case of an attack on that c i t y by Canby's army. 

Negroes were impressed and put to work throwing up r i f l e - p i t s 
43 

and a r t i l l e r y emplacements covering the approaches to Okolona. 

General A. J . Smith's columns continued the i r advance 

on July 8. Smith was careful not to repeat S turg i s ' error 

42. Lee, "The Batt le of Tupelo," Publ icat ions , Vol. 6, 41-42; 
0. R., Ser ies I , Vol. 39, p t . 2 , 693. 

43 . Lee, "Battle of Tupelo," Publ icat ions , Vol. 6, 42. 
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of permitting his column to be attacked while it was in mo

tion, and to be doubled up and defeated before he could form 

his infantry into lines of battle. When the army broke camp 

at daybreak on the 8th, General Grierson told Colonel Wins-

low to take the advance. Spearheaded by the 10th Missouri 

Cavalry, winslow's people rode through Ripley and turned in

to the New Albany road. There was slight skirmishing be

tween the Mis sour isms and Colonel Hyams' rear guard as the 

Federals closed in on Orizaba. 

Grierson, to confuse the Confederates as to Smith's in

tentions, now told Winslow to detach one of his regiments 

for a forced reconnaissance down the Bllistown road to Kelly's 

Mill. The 3d Iowa Cavalry was given this mission. A one-

half mile advance brought the lowans up before a formidable 

breastwork on the brow of a hill. The Confederates, seeing 

that they were outnumbered and had been outflanked by the 

march of the main column, abandoned their position and re

tired across the Tallahatchie at Kelly's Pord. As the lowans 

pushed on, they saw that the road, as well as the side roads, 

had been heavily traveled. Satisfied that the Rebels held 

Kelly's Pord in strength, Col. John W. Noble, after an ad

vance of four miles, called a halt and countermarched his 

regiment. There were skirmishes as Confederate patrols closed 

in on the lowans' flanks. By the time the 3d Iowa rejoined 

the army on the evening of July 8, it had gone into camp one 

40 



44 mile south of Orizaba. 

Ripley had suffered at the hands of the Federals. Pur

suant to instructions for the punishment of Forrest and the 

people, much of the village—the Tippah County Courthouse, 

the Methodist and Presbyterian churches, the Masonic and 

Odd Fellows' Hall, and a number of dwellings—were burned, 

before the rearguard had turned into the New Albany road. 

As the army pushed on toward Orizaba, a swath of desolation 

ten miles across was left. 

General Grierson rotated his brigades, so it was Coon's 

turn to take the advance on the 9th. The march was unevent

ful with no significant contacts with Confederates reported 

by the patrols sent out by Colonel Coon. Generals A. J. 

Smith and Grierson were delighted when the horsesoldiers 

made an unopposed crossing of the Tallahatchie at Williamson's 

Mill. By nightfall the Federals were south of the Tallahatchie 

45 
and bivouacked in and around New Albany. 

The 2d Tennessee, Col. Clark Barteau commanding, was de

tached by Colonel Bell on the 9th and rode westward from Ellis-

town. Barteau was under orders to establish a roadblock on 

44• °- R*» s**ies *» Vol* 39, pt. 1, 304, 306, 308. 

45. Henry, "First with the Most." 314. 

46. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39. pt. 1, 306. 
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the New Albany-Pontotoc road. Barteau, on reaching the road, 

deployed his wen in line of battle, six stiles south of New 

47 

Albany, and waited. 

Meanwhile, General Buford, accompanied by Brig. Gen. 

Hylan B. Lyon's brigade, had left Tupelo, taking the Bllis-

town road. At Bllistown, Buford was reinforced by Mabry's 

brigade, which had ridden over from Saltillo. Buford now 

learned from Colonel Bell that the foe had changed his line 

of march, abandoning the Ripley-Bllistown road in favor of 

the road passing down the Pontotoc ridge. Bell explained 

to his superior that he had sent the 2d Tennessee to delay 

Saith's advance, so the Confederates, if they moved promptly, 

could reach Pontotoc first. Buford nodded approval and pre

pared to intercept Smith's army. Before starting for Ponto

toc, Buford had Mabry detach Col. Isham Harrison's 6th Missis

sippi Cavalry. Harrison's people were to take position on 

the road to Plentytude and operate on the flank and rear of 
49 the Federal column as it advanced down the Pontotoc Ridge. 

Buford, to make up for lost time, kept his men in the 

47. Hancock, Diary, 412. 

48. Mabry's brigade, during the first week of July, had been 
transferred from Okolona to Saltillo* 

49. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 320, 329, 338, 341, 342, 
346, 348. Bell's brigade, less the 2d Tennessee, would accom
pany the division to Pontotoc. 
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saddle a l l n ight , and at daybreak they halted two miles east 

of Pontotoc. Here Buford received orders from General Forrest 

direct ing him "to develop the enemy's strength, not to bring 

on a general engagement, but keep in the enemy's front and on 

his f lanks and gradually f a l l back t o Okolona."50 Buford 

f e l t that with the 6th Miss iss ippi at Plentytude and the 2d 

Tennessee on the New Albany road he had divined Forres t ' s 

wishes. At 7:30 a.m. a courier galloped in from Tupelo with 

a message from Forrest to post the d iv i s ion on the Chester-

v i l l e road, "join the command at Okolona, and to send a squad

ron of 100 good men in rear of the enemy t o cut off h i s com

munications. " 5 1 

In accordance with Forres t ' s orders, Buford c a l l e d on 

the commander of Faulkner's Kentucky Regiment to d e t a i l 100 

picked men. Captain H. A. Tyler with the 100 volunteers rode 

out of Pontotoc on the King's Ferry road. During the day, 

the 10th, Tyler 's people encountered and drove in two patrols 

sent by General Grierson to inves t iga te the area west of the 

Union l i n e of advance. 5 2 

Forrest , l a t e on July 9, learned from h i s spies that 

the foe had crossed the Tallahatchie and had occupied New 

Albany. Marching orders were forwarded to Chalmers and Roddey. 

50. I b i d . , 320, 329. 

51 . I b i d . , 329. 

52. I b i d . , 344. 
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The latter officer was to hasten by forced marches, night and 

day, from Corinth to Okolona* Chalmers was to send one bri

gade (Pucker's) to the camp of the dismounted brigade and 

to throw out scouts toward Chesterville and Pontotoc* Col. 

Robert McCulloch's brigade was to be rushed to Pontotoc, while 

the division trains were driven to Garvin's Mills on the Oko-

lona road. 

It was 11 p.m. when a copy of Forrest's dispatch was 

handed to Chalmers at his Verona headquarters. Till this hour 

he had received no reports from the scouts ordered out on 

the previous day, so he was ignorant as to "the strength, 

position, or movements of the enemy." Calling for his brigade 

commanders, Chalmers told McCulloch to start his horsesoldiers 

for Pontotoc, while Col. Edmund Pucker's rode from Verona to 

the infantry encampment. Maj. B. S. Crump was told to gallop 

up the road to Tupelo and ask Forrest for additional instruc

tions. Crump returned at daybreak on the 10th with orders 

for Chalmers to join Buford and to assume field command of 

the two divisions. With this force he was to "skirmish with 

the enemy, and make him develop his strength, but not to 

bring on a general engagement."54 

53. 0. R.. Series I, Vol. 39. pt. 2, 696; Hancock, Diary, 412. 
The infantry camp was four miles west of Tupelo at the intersection 
of the Tupelo-Pontotoc and Chesterville-Okolona roads. 0. R.. 
Series I, Vol. 39. pt. 1, 324. 

54. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 324-325. 
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McCulloch's brigade in the meantime had marched from Verona 

to Pontotoc, where i t reported t o Buford at 9 a.m. In com

pliance with Forres t ' s ins truct ions of the previous evening 

to rendezvous at Okolona, Buford at 1 p.m. ordered h i s men 

to mount, and they rode down the Okolona road about s i x mi l e s . 

Here Buford c a l l e d a halt and posted Mabry's and Lyon's b r i 

gades in a strong pos i t ion behind Chiwapa Creek. B e l l ' s b r i 

gade had exhausted i t s forage, so i t proceeded to Okolona, 

where the quartermaster had several warehouses f u l l of corn. 

McCulloch's brigade remained in Pontotoc to support the 2d 

Tennessee Cavalry manning the roadblock north of Cherry Creek. 

This was famil iar country for the Confederates, because i t 

was along the Pontotoc-Okolona road that they had mauled Union 

Brig. Gen. W. S. Sooy Smith's column in February 1864. 

General Chalmers, because of these movements, experienced 

d i f f i c u l t y in locat ing Buford's command pos t . I t was after 

dark on July 10 before the two generals met. From Buford, 

Chalmers learned that "the enemy was moving very s lowly, and 

usual ly with a l i n e of b a t t l e and skirmishers about one mile 

in length ." Unless they were authorized t o employ a r t i l l e r y , 

i t would be impossible to compel the Federals to show the ir 

strength. He was a l so disappointed to learn that Buford, 

in obedience to Forres t ' s orders, had sent B e l l ' s brigade 

55. I b i d . , 320-321, 325, 329, 346, 348. 
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and a section of artillery to Okolona. Chalmers notified 

56 

Forrest of the situation. 

General A. J. Smith, realising that the Rebels were 

massing to his front, expected to encounter serious resistance 

on July 10. His amy would therefore advance as far as Cherry 

Creek via parallel roads. Grierson's nora*soldiers were to 

take the Pontotoc road, while the infantry divisions used 

the Plentytude road. The country was level and the columns 

would be within easy supporting distance. It was almost 9 

o'clock before the Federals broke camp and started southward 

from New Albany. 

Winslow's brigade took the lead, as Grierson's division 

swung into the saddle. The day was hot and humid. Lt. Col. 

John H. Peters and his 4th Iowa Cavalry had the advance. 

Confederate Colonel Barteau of the 2d Tennessee had roused 

his men and had them in the saddle before daybreak. Peters 

and his Iowans encountered Barteau and his people posted 

on a commanding ridge. He deployed his regiment to the left 

and right of the Pontotoc road and forced the Rebels to aban

don their roadblock. Barteau now divided his regiment into 

detachments of one or two companies each. These units were 

positioned astride the road at strategic points, extending 

back toward Pontotoc. As the foe advanced, the first line 

56. Ibid., 325, 329-330. 
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would fire, fall back, and form in the rear, then the second 

would do likewise. These tactics delayed the Federals and 

sapped the Iowans' energy. Colonel Winslow, seeing that the 

troopers of the 4th Iowa had been exhausted by the fight, 

sent the 3d Iowa to their relief. Colonel Noble employed 

Companies I and M as his advance guard, and the 3d Iowa drove 

forward to Cherry Creek, where the Pontotoc and Plentytude 

roads converged. The 6th Mississippi Cavalry, which was 

guarding the Plentytude road, had abandoned its position with

out a fight, and Smith's infantry had had an easy march. 

As soon as the footsoldiers reached Cherry Creek, Smith formed 

57 them into lines of battle and camped. 

After the Union army had halted on Cherry Creek, Bar-

teau recalled his Tennesseeans and headed for Pontotoc, where 

he was relieved by McCulloch's brigade. The 2d Tennessee 

then rode through Pontotoc and bivouacked five miles east 

58 
of town on the Tupelo road. 

The Union generals had their men fed and in ranks early 

on the 11th. Colonel Coon's brigade took the lead as the 

57. Ibid., 306, 308, 312, 315; Scott, Story of a Cavalry Regi
ment, 285; Hancock, Diary, 412-413. Winslow, during the day, 
had detached the 10th Missouri Cavalry and sent it in pursuit 
of a Confederate patrol which had broken contact with the 4th 
Iowa and had moved off to the east. Gaining the Tuscumbia-
Pontotoc road, the Missourians sighted a Confederate column, 
the 6th Mississippi Cavalry, riding toward Pontotoc. The 
Missourians, having secured this information, reported back 
to Winslow. 0. R.. Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 313. 

58. Hancock, Diary, 413. 
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cavalry for dad Gharry Creak. The any would starch via tha 

Pontotoc road, and tha officars wara told to kaap thair nan 

closed up and ready to daploy on a moment's notice, as thay 

"wara tramping on tha land of Forrest, and a little of that 

carelessness shown by Sturgis might give us another" Bricas 

Crossroads disaster. Tha day was hot, and sunstrokes wara 

numerous. Confederate troopers of Mcculloch's brigade kept 

a discreet distance as tha Federals marched toward Pontotoc. 

As Coon's vanguard, the 7th Kansas Cavalry, neared the town, 

Mcculloch's brigade was sighted posted in and around Pontotoc, 

with its reserve massed on a hill to the south. The 7th Kan

sas skirmished with the Rebels, while Grierson turned the rest 

of his division into little frequented byways and closed in 

on Pontotoc from the east. General Mower at the same time 

reinforced the 7th Kansas with his lead brigade—Col. William 

L. McMillan's. The footsoldiers were formed into line of 

battle with their left flank anchored on the road. Colonel 

McCulloch, in view of orders not to bring on a fight and 

seeing that he was hopelessly outnumbered, called up his horse-

holders. Remounting, the Confederates evacuated Pontotoc and 

retired down the Okolona Stage Road. The Federal cavalry 

followed the Rebels for several miles, before Grierson called 

59 
off the pursuit. 

59. O. R-. Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 250, 259, 304, 306, 315, 
325, 330; Scott, Story of the 32d Iowa, 291. 
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General Chalmers, late on the afternoon of July 11, had 

Lyon's brigade relieve McCulloch's on the Okolona Stage Road, 

southeast of Pontotoc. Lyon dismounted his Kentuckians and 

posted them in a strong position behind fence rail and log 

breastworks on Pinson's Hill. Mabry's brigade would support 

Lyon's. Satisfied that Lyon's people could hold the roadblock, 

Chalmers, to cover the other roads radiating out from Pontotoc, 

had Barteau's 2d Tennessee on the Tupelo road, and Pucker's 

brigade on the Cotton Gin road. Rucker was to be ready to 

reinforce Barteau "if necessary without awaiting further 

orders." McCulloch's brigade was stationed on the Houston 

road. Forrest was advised of these dispositions, which Chal

mers felt would prevent the foe from "moving on in any dir

ection without my knowledge." 

Forrest, on learning of Chalmers' deployment, gave his 

approval, and urged his subordinate to hold the Federals in 

check for an additional 48 hours, so General Lee could com

plete his preparations to receive Smith's columns near Oko

lona. The 2d Tennessee was to brace itself for a raid on 

61 
the Union rear. 

60. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 321, 325; Hancock, Diary. 
414; J. P. Young, The Seventh Tennessee Cavalry, Confederate, 
A History (Nashville, 1890), 96. Shortly before sunset, Bar
teau recalled his regiment and moved eastward, camping within 
three miles of Verona. 

61. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 321, 325. 
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Captain Tyler 's coabat patrol s a r l i e r in ths day had 

sttccssdsd in gaining Smith's rsar north of Chsrry Crssk. 

Tyler 's Ksntuckians shadowed the bluecoats t o within f i v e 

a i l e s of Pontotoc before striking* Unable t o disconcert the 

v ig i l an t Federal infantry . Tyler rode cross-country to the 

Tuscumbia-Pontotoc road and c lo sed in on Grierson's rear . 

when within three a i l e s of Pontotoc, the Confederates were 

attacked and driven back by a Union patrol from Winslow's 

brigade. Undaunted, Tyler now struck out for the Tupelo 

road, which he found had been uncovered by the withdrawal 

of the 2d Tennessee. Tyler ' s ba t ta l ion spent the night on 
62 

the Tupelo road, s i x a i l e s east of Pontotoc. 

Smith's infantry and Grierson's cavalry on the night 

of July 11 caaped on the h i l l s south of Pontotoc. The 9th 

I l l i n o i s Cavalry, which was araed with seven-shot repeating 

Spencer carbines ,p icketed the Okolona Stage Road, one and 

one-half a i l e s southeast of town. A brigade of infantry and 

an a r t i l l e r y battery were posted nearby. The picket l i n e 

covering the f o o t s o l d i e r s ' camps was wanned by a bat ta l ion 

of the 2d Iowa Cavalry. 

The seven-day aarch under the "hottest sun and in the 

deepest dust" the veteran bluecoats had encountered in three 

years of hard campaigning had taken i t s t o l l . Many aen had 

62. I b i d . , 344. 
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collapsed from sunstroke. Several of the more recently or

ganized regiaents had been unable to stand the pace, and their 

aen were peraitted to drop out of ranks and straggle along 

as best they could in the cool of the evening. The historian 

of the 12th Iowa bragged that his unit "made a record of great

est endurance, by bringing more aen to caap each night and 

63 
in better order than any other regiment in the commando" 

A. J. Smith on July 12 deterained to send two combat 

patrols to feel for the foe. The 9th Illinois Cavalry, sup

ported by the 52d Indiana, would operate on the Okolona Stage 

Road and the 3d Iowa Cavalry on the Houston road. As soon 

as they were relieved by Coon's brigade, the 9th Illinois 

started forward. Contact was soon established with Rebel 

pickets posted in a log cabin. These aen of the 14th Con

federate were dislodged froa their stronghold and retired 

on Lyon's Pinson's Hill roadblock. Alerted by the shouts 

and shots, General Lyon saw that his men took cover behind 

their barricades. To guard Lyon's left, Colonel Mabry called 

up the 4th Mississippi Cavalry and posted the 38th Mississippi 

Mounted Infantry in close supporting distance of the roadblock. 

Colonel Burgh halted his Illinois horsesoldier s on the 

ridge overlooking ChiwapaCreek, froa where he studied Lyon's 

position through his field glasses. He observed that the 

63. Ibid., 315; Scott, Story of a Cavalry Regiment, 285; Reed, 
Campaigns & Battles, 151; History of the 9th Illinois Cavalry, 117. 
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Rebels had carefully selected their ground. The breastworks 

on Pinson's Hill commanded the swampy bottoa, which was about 

one and one-half miles across. One of the Yanks recalled: 

Just beyond the dense thicket (through which they 
had just passed] was a large open field, the edge 
of which was only ten or fifteen rods from our line; 
around the edge of the field, close to the thicket, 
extended a rail fence.*.. The fence had been per
mitted to remain unmolested, while rails were brought 
from a distance part to render it bullet proof. 

As soon as his men had reloaded their Spencers, Colonel Burgh 

waved Capt. Henry M. Buel's battalion forward. 

Lyon's Rebels held their fire until the Federals were 

very close. The volley ripped into the bluecoats with telling 

effect. Private Jesse Hawes of Company I, 9th Illinois, was 

within an arm's length of the barricade, when he heard a doz

en voices shout, "Don't shoot himI" A big, burly Kentuckian 

reached over the breastworks and dragged him in. Seeing that 

his battalion was outnumbered, Hawes told the Confederates 

that a brigade of infantry was close at hand, and would in 

short order charge the barricade. This caused Lyon's Ken-

tuckians to remain where they were instead of making a sor

tie, and Buel was able to withdraw his battalion. Colonel 

Burgh, having lost 30 men, had seen enough to tell him that 

the Rebels were in force on the Okolona Stage Road. As soon 

as the 52d Indiana came up, Colonel Burgh retraced his route 

64 
and notified Grierson of his repulse. 

64. O. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 250-251, 304, 306, 315, 317, 
325, 342, 349; History of the 9th Illinois Cavalry, 118-120. 
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General Grierson had accompanied the 3d Iowa as it ad

vanced down the Houston road. A short distance beyond the 

picket line, the vanguard was fired on by men of Willis' Texas 

Battalion. The Texans had been posted by Colonel McCulloch 

on a commanding hill. While Grierson watched, Colonel Noble 

dismounted and deployed a battalion on the right of the road. 

Covered by the fire of the battalion, the remainder of the 

regiment stormed across Calloway Creek and up the hill. The 

torrid weather and rugged terrain sapped the men's vigor, 

but they were not to be denied and they dislodged the Texans. 

Grierson ordered the hill held by a battalion, while the regi* 

ment advanced and gained a plantation road connecting the 

Houston and Ckolona roads. Noble turned his column into this 

by-road. As the Iowans approached the Okolona Stage Road, 

they came under fire from Lyon's Confederates posted on Pin-

son's Hill. Noble dismounted his men and prepared to attack, 

but before he could do so, General Grierson ordered him "to 

cross the Ckolona road" by his left flank. Upon carrying 

65 out this mission, the regiment returned to camp. 

Meanwhile, Union scouts had advanced five miles out the 

Tupelo road. There they encountered a roadblock manned by 

the 8th Mississippi of Rucker's brigade. The Mississippians 

easily turned back the Federals. 

65» 0. R«. Series I, Vol. 39. pt. 1, 304, 308-309, 325. 

66. Ibid., 321, 325. 
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During the afternoon there was excitement in the camps 

of the Union infantry southeast of Pontotoc. About 2 p.m. 

a Confederate patrol approached the camp of Bouton's brigade 

and fired on some soldiers of the 59th U. S. Colored Troops 

picking berries. While the soldiers scattered, Colonel Bou-

ton had the "Long Roll" beaten and sent Company C, 59th U. S. 

Colored Troops,to the rescue. The company came up on the 

67 
double and drove off the Rebels. 

Captain Tyler's patrol during the afternoon made a forced 

reconnaissance. Union pickets on the Chesterville road were 

driven in. Tyler, on discovering that the Federals held Pon

totoc in force, recalled his men and returned to his camp 

on the Tupelo road. 

The action of Smith and his generals on July 12 had im

mediate repercussions. General Forrest at 9 a.m. learned 

that Roddey's division had arrived in the Okolona area, fol

lowing its forced march down from Corinth. With all his 

troops in hand, Forrest announced to General Lee that he was 

ready to receive the foe. He ordered Chalmers to send one 

of his brigades "to the rear, and to let the enemy come on 

if he would." Chalmers started Rocker's brigade to the rear, 

while all the wagons and ordnance trains were parked six ailes 

67. Ibid., 301. 

68. Ibid., 345. 
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southeast of Pinson's H i l l on the Okolona State Road. About 

6 p.m., as Chalmers was preparing to withdraw the rest of h i s 

command, Col. M. C. Galloway of Forres t ' s s ta f f galloped up 

on a sweat-lathered horse. He t o l d Chalmers t o remain where 

he was, as Generals Lee and Forrest would be up before morn

ing , "with a l l the force , to g ive b a t t l e there ." Rucker and 

69 the wagon tra ins had already been ordered back. 

The reason for t h i s change in plans was Smith's f a i l u r e , 

on the 12th, to press on toward Okolona, where the Confeder

a t e leaders had planned to f i g h t . Forrest voiced fears that 

A. J . Smith, because of h i s pause at Pontotoc, was preparing 

to c a l l off h i s expedit ion and return t o Memphis. General 

Lee l ikewise was impatient and wished to bring matters to 

a head. At the moment, h i s department was being threatened 

on two other f r o n t s . General Slocum from Vicksburg had r e -

crossed the Big Black, af ter h i s return from Jackson, and 

was beating up the country between the Big Black and Bayou 

Pierre . I t was apparent that Wirt Adams had too few men to 

cope with Slocum*s powerful column. General Maury at Mobile 

was expecting an amphibious attack at any minute and was c a l l 

ing for reinforcements. Lee promised to send Maury 2,000 

to 3,000 men as soon as they had s e t t l e d matters with A. J . 

Smith. There had been an understanding between Lee and 

69. I b i d . , 325; Young, Seventh Tennessee Cavalry, 96. 

55 



Forrest that i f Saith did not "succeed in delaying the b a t t l e , " 

Lee would have "tine t o wind up h i s f ight" before doing s o . 

Lee, in view of the s i tua t ion at Mobile and east of the Big 

Black, was pleased with Forres t ' s dec is ion to force the i s s u e . 7 0 

After the dec i s ion had been nade t o accept b a t t l e wherever 

i t was of fered , and to a s s a i l Snith i f he "attempted a r e t r e a t , " 

Lee d irected Forrest "to novc everything t o the f ront ," while 

Colonel Galloway was sent on h i s mission to Chalmers' command 

pos t . Before leaving Okolona, Forrest i s sued marching orders 

to h i s infantry and a r t i l l e r y . 7 1 

Colonel Bel l at the same time was directed by Forrest 

to return to the front and report t o General Chalmers. Leaving 

Okolona, B e l l ' s Tennesseeansrode up the Stage Road. At Prair ie 

Mound, they encountered the 2d Tennessee. Barteau's men and 

horses were badly jaded, and Be l l c a l l e d for Barteau t o h a l t , 

feed, r e s t h i s men and horses , and to re jo in the brigade in 

the morning. Bel l then pushed on and did not c a l l another 
72 

halt u n t i l reaching Pinson's H i l l . 

70. 0 . R., Ser ies I , Vol. 39, p t . 1, 321; O. R.. Ser ies 1, 
Vol. 39. p t . 2 , 700, 702; Lee, "Battle of Tupelo," Publ icat ions , 
Vol. 6 . 4 3 . 

71 . O. R., Ser ie s I , Vol . 39. p t . 1 , 321. 

72. Ibid., 325; Hancock, Diary, 415. The 2d Tennessee had 
quit their camp west of Verona early that morning, and had 
marched southwestward to the Okolona Stage Road, then up that 
road to within nine miles of Pontotoc. Orders were then received 
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It was well after dark by the time Generals Lee and For

rest reached Pinson's Hill. They were accompanied by the 

dismounted division and the artillery. General Buford re

ported to the two senior officers, and cautioned them that 

up to this moment he "had discovered no evidence of the re

ported demoralized condition of the enemy, but had found him 

73 ever ready for action." 

to report to Colonel Bell at Okolona. When within four miles 
of Okolona, Colonel Barteau encountered Generals Lee and For
rest riding up the Stage Road. He then countermarched his 
regiment and reported to Colonel Bell at Prairie Mound. The 
2d Tennessee rejoined the brigade about daybreak on the 13th. 

73. O. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 330. 
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THE TUPELO CAMPAIGN 

Chapter 3 

A. J. Smith Steals a March 

Union General A. J. Smith spent the afternoon on July 

12, 1864, evaluating the information gathered by Grierson's 

cavalry. He was impressed by the strength of the Confeder

ate position astride the Okolona Stage Road at Pinson's Hill. 

The reports brought in by the patrol sent out the Tupelo 

road, along with information secured by questioning civilians 

and slaves, led Smith to conclude that the Confederates had 

concentrated to the southeast of Pontotoc, leaving Tupelo 

unprotected. After discussing the situation with General 

Grierson and Colonel Burgh of the 9th Illinois, Smith deter

mined to outflank the Rebel Pinson's Hill line. To keep the 

Confederates pinned in position, Smith had his cavalry con

tinue, throughout the afternoon, its demonstrations on the 

Okolona Stage Road. Orders were now issued alerting the 

division and brigade commanders to have their units ready 

to resume the march at daybreak on July 13. When they did, 

they would march on Tupelo, not Okolona. 

As his horsesoldiers would have the advance, General 

Grierson saw that Colonels Winslow and Coon held early reveille. 

The 3d Iowa of Winslow's brigade would spearhead the march. 

1. O. R.t Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 250-251. 
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As Capt. John Brown's bat ta l ion was holding the h i l l on the 

Houston road, Colonel Noble sent word for i t to hold i t s ground 

unt i l the army's rear had c leared Pontotoc. This business 

taken care of, Noble had "Boots and Saddles" sounded. Counter

marching, the cavalry d iv i s ion passed through Pontotoc and 

rode out the Tupelo road. 

After an advance of f i v e mi le s , the Union advance guard 

encountered Captain Tyler ' s Kentuckians. Tyler at daybreak 

had organized another reconnaissance, and, on encountering 

the 3d Iowa, he had deployed h i s men across the road, "not 

knowing whether i t was a movement in force or a foraging 

party." After about 25 minutes of skirmishing, Colonel Noble 

threw forward a strong force which threatened Tyler ' s f lanks 

and front . Abandoning the roadblock, the Rebels r e t i r e d , 

keeping up a running f i g h t , u n t i l they reached the forks of 

the road, 12 miles east of Pontotoc. Here the Confederates 

turned in to the Verona road, while the bluecoats rode on t o 

ward Tupelo. 

2 . I b i d . , 304, 306, 309, 345. Brown's Battal ion of the 3d 
Iowa had a narrow escape. Brown and h i s troopers f a i l e d to 
get the word that Bouton had withdrawn h i s p ickets on the 
Okolona Stage Road. The f i r s t the lowans knew that t h i s 
had happened was when they saw Mabry's Miss iss ippians across 
the ir l i n e of r e t r e a t . Brown formed h i s bat ta l ion in column 
on the brow of the h i l l , and, "cal l ing upon every man who 
could keep h i s saddle to fol low him," charged the f o e . 
Pounding down o f f the h i l l , the Federals brushed the surprised 
Confederates aside and succeeded, after a hard r i d e , in r e 
jo ining the regiment at Tupelo. I b i d . , 309. 
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Smith's infantry and artillery had been turned out and 

formed, ready to march, at 2:30 a.m. The footsoldiers were 

kept standing in ranks for a number of hours until all of 

Grierson's cavalry, except the 7th Kansas and Brown's bat

talion which were to screen the rear, had cleared the Ponto

toc area. When the infantry marched, Colonel Moore's division 

3 
took the lead followed by General Mower's. 

Shortly before Moore's division moved out, Colonel Bou-

ton had advanced the 61st U. S. Colored Troops to hold the 

ridge southeast of Pontotoc vacated by Moore's troops and 

covering the Okolona Stage Road. By 7 a.m. the soldiers of 

the 61st sighted a Confederate column coming up the road. 

Col. F. A. Kendrick deployed and threw forward Company A to 

establish a roadblock and delay the Rebels. Meanwhile, Col

onel Bouton, having learned that Mower's rearguard had left 

Pontotoc, put the remainder of his brigade and trains in mo

tion. The 7th Kansas Cavalry protected the brigade's rear 

as it tramped rapidly through Pontotoc and turned into the 

A 

Tupelo road. 

One of Mower's brigades, Col. Lyman Ward's, had been 

detailed to guard the flanks of "the wagon train, the white 

3. Scott, Story of the 32d Iowa Infantry, 291; Cloyd Bryner, 
Bugle Echoes, The Story of the Illinois 47th (Springfield, 1905), 127. 

4. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 276, 301. 
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canvas covers having always great attraction for Forrest's 

followers." To accomplish this mission, Ward divided his 

command into 25-man detachments, and distributed these along 

the right flank of the train--a detachment to each six wagons.5 

Smith, whose object was to secure a lodgment on the Mo

bile & (Alio Railroad as well as to choose ground and await 

an attack, had issued orders for the units to keep well closed 

up and not halt unless absolutely necessary. 

The confusion caused by the sudden change in Confederate 

battle plans on the night of July 12 aided the Federals' move

ment of the 13th. The withdrawal of Rucker's brigade and the 

2d Tennessee had left the Pontotoc-Tupelo road unguarded at a 

critical period. His brigade was back on the Cotton Gin road 

by daybreak, but Rucker did not feel authorized to act upon 

his old orders—to watch the Tupelo road. Though his scouts 

sighted a strong Union column marching eastward from Pontotoc, 

Rucker» after notifying Chalmers of this development, took 

no steps to delay the Union advance. Instead of marching to 

Tyler's support, Chalmers and Rucker anxiously awaited orders 

from Forrest. This lack of initiative on their part was to 

cost the Confederates dearly. Grierson's division had covered 

5. Ibid., 276; Bryner, Bugle Echoes, 127. 

6. Bryner, Bugle Echoes, 127. 
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half the 18 miles separating Pontotoc and Tupelo before any 

orders from Forrest were received. 

Several hours before, Colonel Mabry, whose brigade during 

the night had taken position in front of Pinson's Hill, dis

covered and reported to General Buford at 6 a.m. that the 

Yankees to his front were pulling back. Mabry and his men 

cautiously advanced. Before they had gone very far, Generals 

Lee and Forrest rode up, accompanied by Forrest's escort and 

the Pettus Flying Artillery. The advance was pressed to with

in a short distance of Pontotoc, where the 61st U.S.C.T. was 

encountered. As the Negroes retired through the town and 

out the Tupelo road, Generals Lee and Forrest realized that 

A. J. Smith had stolen a march on them and was striking rapid

ly eastward for Tupelo. 

After a hurried discussion of the situation, Lee told 

Forrest to take Mabry's brigade, Forrest's Alabama Cavalry 

Regiment, the escort company, and the Pettus Flying Artillery 

and to harass the foe's rear. Lee would ride with Chalmers' 

and Buford's divisions and endeavor to cross over from the 

Okolona Stage Road and assail Smith's right "at every vul-

Q 

nerable point." 

7. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 325-326. 

8. Ibid., 321, 330, 336, 339, 346, 349; Lee, "Battle of 
Tupelo," Publications, Vol. 6, 43; Hancock, Diary, 416, 
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Lee promptly contacted General Buford and told him to 

march for Verona, via the Pontotoc-Camargo Perry road. This 

would place Buford's people on the Yankees' right. As they 

swung into the saddle, Bell's brigade took the lead, followed 

by the Kentucky Brigade. Before he had traveled very far, 

Buford was directed by Lee to make an administrative change. 

General Lyon was relieved from his brigade and ordered to 

assume command of the division of dismounted infantry. Col. 

Edward Crossland, as senior officer present, took over the 

Kentucky Brigade.9 Several critical hours were to pass, how

ever, before Lee was able to contact General Chalmers. Chal

mers, after learning from Rucker that the Federals were en 

route for Tupelo, had assumed that Lee and Forrest had again 

changed their plan and would fight the Federals on the ap

proaches to Okolona. Fearful that the Federals, having 

stolen a march on the Confederates, would get there first, 

Chalmers called up Roddey's division and Rucker's brigade 

and set out for the Chiwapa fords. He was determined to hold 

these crossings long enough to permit Lee and Forrest to com

plete their dispositions to receive an attack.1,0 

Forrest lost no time in carrying out his part of the 

plan. Colonel Mabry was told to force his way into Pontotoc.11 

9. O. R.t Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 321, 330, 339, 346, 349. 

10. Ibid., 325-326. 

11. Before Lee and Forrest parted, Col. Isham Harrison rode up 
with his 6th Mississippi Cavalry and reported to Colonel Mabry. 
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Attacking with their characteristic abandon, Mabry's Missis

sippians, supported by Forrest's Regiment and the escort com

pany, brushed aside the 7th Kansas Cavalry and Company A, 

61st U. S. Colored Troops. As his horsesoldiers retreated 

through the town, Col. Thomas P. Herrick of the 7th Kansas 

sent a call for help to Colonel Bouton, whose rearguard was 

several miles east of Pontotoc. Shouting to Colonel Ken-

drick of the 61st, Bouton told him to ambush the onrushing 

Rebels. Two companies of blacks were double-timed into the 

underbrush flanking the road. There they waited until the 

7th Kansas and the panting soldiers of Company A had passed, 

and as Mabry's vanguard thundered to within 12 paces, they 

cut loose a well-aimed volley which emptied a score of sad

dles and threw the pursuing column into confusion. Skill

fully disengaging his men, Kendrick retired a mile down the 

road and prepared another ambush. This time it was not so 

successful. The pursuit continued. 

About five miles from Pontotoc, as the rear of Bouton's 

column descended a grade and crossed Miller Creek, Mabry 

came on hard. To support the Mississippians, General Forrest 

brought up a section of guns manned by the Pettus Flying Ar

tillery. Throwing their two 10-pounder Parrotts into battery, 

the butternuts shelled the "column furiously," but did little 

damage. Bouton's troops hurried onward until they gained 

the opposite ridge, where the redlegs of Battery I, 2d U.S. 
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Colored Artillery, unlimbered their guns and returned the 

fire of the Rebels at a range of 800 yards. The 59th U. S. 

Colored Troops was deployed to the left of the battery, the 

61st U. S. C. T. to the right of the road, while the 68th 

U. S. C. T was held in reserve* The sight of the Union bat

tle line made the Confederates cautious, and they took a long 

time in deploying. Meanwhile, the wagon train, guarded by 

Ward's brigade, was rolling eastward and had crossed Mubby 

Creek. Bouton, seeing that quite an interval now separated 

his brigade from the train, sent the 68th U. S. C. T. to close 

the gap. It was soon followed by the 61st U. S. C. T. and a 

section of the battery. MaJ, James C. Poster of the 59th U. S. 

C. T. now deployed his troops in support of the remaining sec

tion of Battery I. Two companies were deployed to the left, 

three to the right, and a battalion held in reserve. Just as 

the reserve was taking cover in a thicket, Major Foster saw a 

cloud of dust coming toward him. The cannoneers of Battery 

I opened fire. 

Forrest's Regiment and the escort company, having forded 

Miller Creek, beat their way across a cornfield and advanced 

against the 59th's left flank. Foster hurried up one com

pany from the reserve, and the Negroes waited until the grey-

clads were within 15 yards before they blazed away. After a 

brief fire-fight, the Confederates pulled back. As Bouton and 

his officers were exchanging mutual congratulations, they 
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sighted a strong Confederate column, Mabry's Mississippians, 

bearing down on their right flank. An orderly was sent gal-

12 
loping to alert General Mower to this threat to the rearguard. 

The two cannon were now withdrawn, and Major Foster 

was ordered to retire with his regiment, leaving a strong 

skirmish line to protect the rear. Two companies, B and H, 

were deployed as skirmishers, and the regiment, after beating 

off an attack by Mabry's vanguard, retreated and rejoined the 

brigade.13 

About a mile east of Mubby Creek, Bouton again faced 

his brigade about and formed it into line of battle. This 

time the Confederates did not attack, as General Forrest, tak

ing cognizance that no attack had yet been made on the right 

flank of the Union column, voiced fears that he was driving 

the foe too rapidly. He therefore halted his command to wait 

for Lee to strike.14 

Not being pressed, Bouton recalled his regiments and 

sent forward all his brigade, except seven companies of the 

61st U. S. C. T. Meanwhile, General Mower, acting upon Bou

ton* s call for help, had directed Colonel Ward to recall the 

12. Ibid., 301-302, 321, 349; Cowden, History of the 59th U.S.C.T., 
127-128. Two companies from the reserve were called up by Ma
jor Foster to support the right. 

13. Cowden, History of the 59th U.S.C.T., 128-129. 

14. 0. R.. Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 301, 302, 321. 
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33d Wisconsin from duty as f lankers and post i t in rear of the 

t r a i n . This move uncovered about one-fourth the wagons. Al l 

the while the long column continued t o push ahead, as Bou-

ton's people confronted Forrest . About 2 p.m. the t ra in be

gan passing Burrow's Shop, e ight miles east of Tupelo, where 

a s ide road in tersec ted the Tupelo road* Here the f lankers 

of the 14th Wisconsin were fur ious ly a s s a i l e d . 

This s lashing attack was spearheaded by the 8th M i s s i s 

sippi Cavalry of Rocker's brigade. While en route t o hold 

the Chiwapa fords , Chalmers had been overtaken by one of Gen

eral Lee's a ides , who directed him to push for the Pontotoc-

Tupelo road and "to attack the enemy vigorously in the f lank." 

After t e l l i n g Roddey to continue the march to tht Chiwapa, 

Chalmers turned Rucker's brigade into the road that in tersec ted 

the Tupelo road at Burrow's Shop. The brigade encountered 

some d i f f i c u l t y in crossing Chiwapa Creek, while the road 

leading to Burrow's shop, which followed a r idge , was narrow. 

Rucker's march was accordingly slowed, and much of the train 

had passed the s t ra teg i c i n t e r s e c t i o n before Rucker's lead 

regiment, the 8th Miss i s s ipp i , pounded in to view. Attacking 

immediately, the h e l l - f o r - l e a t h e r Mississ ippians broke through 

the 14th Wisconsin, reached the wagons, and began shooting the 

mules. Lt. Col. James W. Pol leys of the Wisconsin regiment 

15. I b i d . , 276, 302. 
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failed to panic. Rallying his men, he posted them parallel 

with the train facing from the road. Colonel Ward brought 

up the 33d Wisconsin on the double and stationed it behind a 

rail fence, running at a right angle to the road. Prom the 

fence, they opened a murderous fire on the left flank of Ruc

ker's people as they assailed the 14th Wisconsin. Ward, seeing 

that the Confederates were badly shaken by the crashing volleys 

of the 33d, bellowed for Policy's soldiers to charge. The 

bluecoats stormed ahead, scattering Rucker's horsesoldiers. 

In their haste to get away, the Confederates left their dead 

and seriously wounded on the field, along with the colors of 

the 8th Mississippi Cavalry. 

Ward, on inspecting the train, saw a number of dead mules, 

shot in their traces. Time being of the essence, Ward had the 

dead animals cut loose from their harnesses, while seven wag

ons damaged by the carelessness of the teamsters were pushed 

aside. After they had been unloaded and the wheels removed, 

they were set afire. 

Colonel Bouton had watched as Rucker's column drove down 

on the wagon train. He also observed that Forrest's people 

16. Ibid., 251, 257, 276-277, 326; Young, Seventh Tennessee 
Cavalry, 96-97; Lee, "The Battle of Tupelo," Publications, Vol. 
6, 43; Hancock, Diary, 416-417. Maj. C. C. Clay of the 7th 
Tennessee Cavalry was wounded in the fight at Burrow's Shop. 
Chalmers reported that in addition to the seven wagons, the 
Federals abandoned one caisson and two ambulances. 
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were again threatening to envelop his rearguard* The brigade 

adjutant galloped ahead to warn Mower that the train was a-

bout to be assailed. While Ward's people were recovering the 

wagons, Bouton continued to fight a delaying action. In pro

tecting the army's rear as it marched slowly eastward, Bouton 

continued to employ the 59th and 61st U. S. Colored Troops, 

while holding the recently recruited 68th U. S. C. T. in re

serve. Forrest on reaching Burrow's Shop joined forces with 

Chalmers. With two brigades (Rucker's and Mabry's) reinforced 

by Forrest's Alabama Cavalry Regiment, the escort company, and 

the Pettus Flying Artillery, Forrest continued to harass Bou

ton.17 

After the withdrawal of Tyler's combat patrol from their 

front, the march of Grierson's cavalry toward Tupelo was un

interrupted. Grierson halted his division about noon to allow 

the men to feed their mounts, while Maj. Martin H. Williams 

with his regiment, the 10th Missouri Cavalry, and two com

panies of the 3d Iowa thundered into Tupelo. They were fol

lowed soon after by the rest of the division. Colonels Win-

slow and Coon, in accordance with instructions from Grierson, 

employed units from their brigades to picket the roads lead

ing into Tupelo and to wreck the railroad. Battalions from 

17. 0. R.. Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 302, 321, 326; Cowden, 
History of the 59th U.S.C.T.. 129. 
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the 4th Iowa and the 9th Illinois advanced down the Mobile 

& Ohio beyond Stanislaus Depot ripping up track and burning 

trestles. 

General A. J. Smith refused to allow the attacks on his 

rearguard to turn him aside from his three-fold goal of secur

ing Tupelo, gaining a lodgment on the Mobile & Ohio, and se

lecting ground of his choosing on which to accept battle. He 

called for "the column to keep well closed up and move steadily 

19 forward without halting, unless absolutely necessary." To 

comply with these instructions, General Mower, as soon as Ward's 

infantrymen had repulsed Rucker, started the column on. This 

time, however, his division would march behind the train* Scouts 

soon reported another Confederate column coming up rapidly 

from the southeast. The newcomers belonged to Buford's division. 

Acting under orders from General Lee, Buford had ridden to in

tercept the Yankees at the head of Bell's brigade and a section 

of Morton's Tennessee Battery. Buford at Verona had turned his 

column into the Birmingham road, which led northward and inter

sected the Pontotoc-Tupelo road at Coonewah Crossroads, five 

miles west of Tupelo. 

As he approached Coonewah Creek, Buford sighted Smith's 

18. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 304, 306, 309, 314, 316,317; 
Scott, Story of a Cavalry Regiment, 286-287; History of the 9th 
Illinois Cavalry, 120. 

19. 0. R.. Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 251. 
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army as it marched eastward. Buford, turning to Colonel Bell, 

told him to dismount his brigade, cross the creek, and assail 

the Yankees. Every fifth man was detailed as a horse-holder, 

and the Rebels forded the creek, and prepared to push on toward 

the train, one-half mile to their front. The 2d Tennessee was 

first to wade Coonewah Creek, and Buford, before the rest of 

the brigade had crossed, had Colonel Barteau deploy his men 

parallel to the road, along which the bluecoats were marching. 

So certain was Buford of capturing at least part of the wagons 

that he called out as the 2d Tennessee moved out, "Boys, do not 

kill the mules, but turn them down this way." 

Because of Buford's impatience, the 2d Tennessee was 

beating its way through the underbrush toward the train, before 

the other regiments were ready to take up the advance. The 

15th Tennessee, coming up on the double, filed into position 

on the left of the 2d Tennessee. Fighting had commenced be

fore the 16th Tennessee and Newsom's Regiment were formed. 

Buford was about to be taught a lesson he should have learned 

at the Military Academy: an attack made before all one's 

20 units were in position is certain to be smashed. 

Because of the dense undergrowth between the road and Coone

wah Creek, the Federals (McMillan's brigade) against whom Bell's 

20. Ibid., 330, 347; Hancock, Diary. 417. 
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people advanced were taken by surprise. Mower's division, 

which was guarding the train, marched as follows: Col. Wil

liam L. McMillen's brigade in the lead, next Col. Alexander 

Wilkin's, then Col. Joseph J. Woods', with Colonel Ward's 

bringing up the rear. It was fortunate for the Federals that 

Buford had opened the engagement before all of Bell's people 

had been deployed. McMillen quickly rallied his men—the 72d 

and the 95th Ohio were formed on the double in a field south 

of the road, while the cannoneers of the 2d Iowa Battery and 

Lt. Orrin W. Cram's section of Battery E, 1st Illinois Light 

Artillery, unlimbered their guns. Seeing that the Tennesseeans 

had closed to within a few rods of the Iowans' guns, the 114th 

Illinois rushed to their support. One of Cram's guns was 

put out of action by the fall of one of the wheel-horses, while 

21 
one of the caissons was upset and its team decimated. 

General Mower was riding with Colonel Wilkin, and he or

dered the pace quickened. As soldiers of the 2d Brigade hur

ried forward, they passed a number of McMillen's men who had 

panicked and walking wounded. Sighting the 2d Iowa Battery 

"playing upon the Rebels as rapidly as their guns could be 

loaded," Wilkin sent the 9th Minnesota into the woods on the 

right of the 114th Illinois. Before the Minnesotans could 

take position 50 rods south of the road, they saw a number of 

21. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 259, 261, 278, 330, 347. 
The 93d Illinois of McMillen's brigade had been detached earlier 
in the day and sent forward as an escort to Moore's train, while 
the 10th Minnesota had passed beyond the point assailed by the 
Confederates. Ibid., 262, 264. 
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men dressed in blue beating their way toward the gap separ

ating the two brigades. Wilkin, seeing that the newcomers were 

pointing their rifle-muskets at the 2d Iowa Battery, shouted 

for the 9th to firel A volley scattered the onrushing Tennes-

seeans. The 47th Illinois now dashed up and filed into posi

tion on the right of the 9th Minnesota, and together they 

pressed the Confederates to their front. The detachment of 

the 5th Minnesota and 8th Wisconsin was sent to support the 

22 
2d Iowa Battery, while the 11th Missouri was held in reserve. 

Colonel Woods, when the firing commenced to his front, 

saw that his lead regiment, the 35th Iowa, was formed into 

line of battle south of the road with skirmishers advanced. 

Confederate sharpshooters who had infiltrated the underbrush 

north of Coonewah Creek and had been sniping at Wilkin's train 

fled. Moments later, dismounted troopers of the 15th Tennes

see opened a heavy fire on the right flank of the 7th Minnesota 

and 12th Iowa as they tramped along beside the wagons. Two 

flankers from Company D, 12th Iowa, were captured. The underbrush, 

south of the road at this point, was so thick that the Iowans 

had trouble deploying and taking cover in a shallow ravine. 

Opposite the area where the 7th Minnesota formed was an old 

field that had been allowed to grow up in weeds. While the 

22. Ibid., 265, 267; Bryner, Bugle Echoes, 128. 
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Minnesotans charged across the field, the Iowans crouched 

and allowed the Tennesseeans to close to within 20 paces be

fore they fired. Woods' people more than held their own in a 

23 fight with the 15th Tennessee. 

Buford had botched the attack on the train at Coonewah 

Crossroads. By the time Newsom's Regiment and the 16th Tennes

see had forded Coonewah Creek and advanced to the assistance 

of the 2d and 15th Tennessee, the Yankees had recovered from 

the surprise. The 2d Tennessee finding itself overlapped on 

both flanks broke. Colonel Barteau rallied his men on the 

brigade. Bell's people struggled to hold their position pend

ing the arrival of the Kentucky Brigade. But the ease with 

which the Federals were able to throw in reserves tipped the 

scales. Having suffered heavy losses in the fight, Bell's 

Tennesseeans fled across Coonewah Creek. There they were 

rallied on the horse-holders.24 

Colonel Crossland, at the head of the Kentucky Brigade, 

reached Coonewah Creek after Bell's brigade had recrossed. 

Crossland, in accordance with instructions from Buford, dis

mounted his men and formed them into line to cover Bell's re-

23. O. R.t Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 268, 270, 271, 272, 274, 
347; Reed, 12th Iowa, 152. Woods' other regiment, the 33d Mis
souri, remained with the wagons as they rolled eastward. 

24. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 330, 347; Hancock, Diary, 
417-418. Colonel Bell reported that in this engagement, which 
continued but a few minutes, his loss "was very heavy." Colonel 
Barteau listed casualties in his 2d Tennessee, as 30 or more kil
led or wounded, including six officers badly wounded. 
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treat. As soon as Bell had re-fonted his brigade, Buford 

25 had the men remount. 

In view of General Smith's desire to occupy a strong 

position in and around Tupelo and to await attack, General 

Mower had his brigade commanders recall their troops as soon 

as the Rebels disappeared from their front. After the dead 

and wounded had been collected, the march was resumed. 

Forrest had continued to harass the Union rearguard. 

The long afternoon was now drawing to a close and dusk was 

at hand. Colonel Bouton saw that the day had sapped the 

vigor of the 59th and 61st U. S. Colored Troops, and as 

the brigade passed Coonewah Crossroads, he was compelled to 

commit the 68th U. S. C. T. Four companies were deployed in 

the timber and told to hold their fire until the Rebels "were 

close on them." Mabry's vanguard soon pounded into view. 

Meanwhile, dismounted troopers of the 12th Kentucky of Cross-

land's brigade had forded Coonewah Creek. Assailed from 

two directions, the battalion of the 68th U. S. C. T. gave 

way.26 

The Federals, after passing Coonewah Crossroads, were 

subjected to no more attacks, beyond an occasional projectile 

from one of Morton's guns. One of the Rebel guns, from a 

25. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 330, 336, 339, 341, 342. 

26. Ibid., 302, 321-322, 342. 
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masked position south of Coonewah Creek, shelled a section of 

the Tupelo road. Mower and several of his officers voiced 

fears that the teamsters might panic, so the veterans tried 

to display an outward calm as they marched steadily ahead. 

When the 12th Iowa crossed the beaten zone, Chaplain Freder

ick Humphrey, who had joined the regiment a few days before, 

galloped to the head of the column and looked squarely into 

the faces of Lt. Col. John H. Stibbs and Adjutant Nathaniel 

Duncan. When asked what was wanted, he replied, "I wanted 

to look into your faces to see if I could discover how vet

erans feel in battle, and I want to know, Colonel, what my 

duties are in a case like this." 

He was told that he might report to the surgeon and be 

ready to assist the wounded. Just then two artillerists 

were knocked from their caisson, wounded. "Would it be right 

for me to assist these men?" he inquired. When told that it 

was, he dismounted and assisted in loading the wounded into 

an ambulance. 

General Smith, on learning that Grierson's cavalry had 

possession of Tupelo, issued orders for the trains, as they 

cameup, to be parked about two miles west of the railroad. 

Colonel Moore was directed to form his division south of the 

Pontotoc road, facing west. Here he would be in position to 

cover Mower's division and Bouton's brigade as they came in. 

27. Reed, 12th Iowa. 153-154. 
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Griarson was to ld to rush soma of h i s cavalry out tha Pontotoc 

road t o r e l i e v e Bouton's people, who wara hard-pressed by tha 

Rebels, 

Three bat ta l ions of cavalry (two from tha 9th I l l i n o i s 

and one froa tha 4th Iowa) roda westward t o a s s i s t Bouton. 

The Negroes and the ir white o f f i c e r s wara glad t o sea the 

horseso ld iers . Screened by tha cavalry, Bouton's brigada 

traapad on and at 9 o'c lock want in to caap in an open f i e l d 

near the supply t r a i n . Forrest by t h i s t i a a had c a l l e d up 

a four-gun battery which she l l ed the b luecoats , but beyond 
28 

causing the nan to duck for cover did l i t t l e daaaga. 

Colonel Moore, as d irec ted , hal ted and fomed h i s d i v i 

sion i n t o b a t t l e l i n e on tha high ground overlooking Harris-

burg Branch, two miles west of Tupelo. Col . Charles D. Mur

ray's brigada was postad on tha r igh t , i t s r ight flank anchorad 

on tha Pontotoc r o a d . 2 9 Col. Edward H. Wolfe's brigada was 

postad on Murray's l a f t , except for tha 117th I l l i n o i s which 

occupied a commanding ridge on tha d i v i s i o n ' s l e f t . Col. 

28. 0 . R., Ser ies I , Vol. 39, p t . 1, 302, 306, 312, 317, 322; 
CowdairrHTatory of tha"39th~U.S.C.T., 129. Tha 2d and 3d Bat
t a l i o n s of tha 4th Iowa and a bat ta l ion of tha 9th I l l i n o i s wara 
absent wreaking havoc on tha rai lroad south of Tupelo. 

29. 0 . R.. Ser ies I , Vol. 39, p t . 1, 279-280, 282. From right 
to l a f t tha regiments wara postad: tha 122d I l l i n o i s , tha 89th 
Indiana, tha 58th I l l i n o i s , tha 21st Missouri, and tha 119th 
I l l i n o i s . Murray's l i n e was perpendicular with tha road. 

30. I b i d . , 295. 
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James I . G i l b e r t ' s brigade was encamped to the rear and on 

the l e f t flank of the wagon corra l , with the mission of 

31 guarding the t r a i n . 

Mower's d iv i s i on crossed Harrisburg Branch at 8 p.m. 

and prepared t o camp north of the Pontotoc road, while the 

wagons were corraled south of the road on the high ground 

overlooking Kings Creek. Bouton's black brigade bivouacked 

32 for the night near the t r a i n . 

Grierson's horseso ld iers , except those assigned picket 

33 

duty, spent the night of July 13 in Tupelo. 

General Buford, accompanied by Bell's and Crossland's 

brigades, reported to General Forrest on the evening of the 

13th at Coonewah Crossroads. Chalmers Joined Forrest at the 

camp formerly occupied by the dismounted cavalry, four miles 

west of Tupelo. The day had been excessively hot and the dis

mounted cavalry under General Lyon had lagged. Darkness had 

closed in by the time Forrest had his corps in hand. From his 

scouts he learned that the foe had halted somewhere between 

Harrisburg and Tupelo. Anxious to learn the exact position 

31. Ibid., 280; Scott, Story of the 32d Iowa, 291. 

32. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 251; Cowden, History of 
the 59th U.S.C.T., 129. 

33. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 304, 306, 309, 312, 314, 
316, 137. The 3d Iowa Cavalry camped on Younger's plantation. 
One battalion of the 9th Illinois picketed the Okolona road 
and the 3d Iowa watched the road to Ellistown. 
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of the f o e , Forrest moved Mabry's brigade forward and had the 

gunners of the Pettus Flying A r t i l l e r y hurl several rounds i n 

t o the b luecoats ' encampment. When there was no reply , Forrest 

c a l l e d on Buford to r e l i e v e Mabry's brigade, which had been in 

the saddle for 24 hours, with the Kentucky Brigade. Grassland 

brought h i s people forward and es tab l i shed and manned a pick

e t l i n e within two miles of Harrisburg. The other Confeder-

34 ate brigades camped for the n ight . 

I f General Smith and h i s o f f i c e r s congratulated themselves 

on the evening of July 13, 1864, they could be excused. The 

day had gone extremely wel l for them. They had s to len a march 

on the dreaded Forrest and had occupied a strong pos i t ion of 

the ir choosing. If the Confederates assaulted them here, they 

were confident that they could defeat them. In the day's 

f i gh t ing , the Union infantry had more than held i t s own in the 

face of s lashing attacks by Forres t ' s mounted infantry. Colonel 

Bouton's brigade of Negroes had acquitted themselves with honor 

at the expense of Mabry's brigade, with which Forrest rode. Puck

e r ' s e f for t to destroy the tra in and sever the column at Bur

row's Shop and B e l l ' s attack designed to achieve a s imilar goal 

at Coonewah Crossroads had been repulsed by Mower's f o o t s o l d i e r s . 

34. I b i d . , 322, 326, 330, 336, 349; Hancock, Diary. 418; Lee, 
"Battle of Tupelo," Publ icat ions , Vol. 6, 4 3 . The 2d Tennessee 
was assigned t o picket the Verona-Pontotoc road. 
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THE TUPELO CAMPAIGN 

Chapter 4 

Smith's Troops Maul Forrest•s Corps 

Although their energy had been sapped by "the heavy work 

and intense heat of the day," Generals Lee and Forrest dis

mounted, and, moving beyond hearing distance of their staffs, 

they discussed the situation. Undoubtedly, the two generals 

were keenly disappointed with the day's results. Lee was 

seated on the ground, his back against a tree, while Forrest 

in his shirt-sleeves, having doffed hie coat and spread it on 

the ground, was lying down at full length. Suddenly, Forrest 

scrambled to his feet, put on his coat, mounted his horse, and 

shouted for Lt. Samuel Donelson of his staff to come with him, 

as he had determined to make a personal reconnaissance of the 

foe's position. 

Riding through the woods and fields, the two officers made 

a wide swing and came up well in rear of Smith's army. They 

soon found themselves among the wagons, where teamsters were 

foraging their animals. About one-half hour after they had 

started, Forrest said to Donelson, "I have left my pistols." 

Donelson answered that he had one, and offered it to the gener

al, who declined, saying, "It doesn't matter much anyway. I 

don't think we will have any use for them." It was too dark 

for the Federals to distinguish the color of their uniforms, and 
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little notice was taken of the two horsemen as they passed 

to the rear of the encampment. 

Forrest, having satisfied himself as to the position of 

the foe, turned in the direction of his command post. They 

had gone about 200 yards when they were challenged by two 

bluecoated pickets. Riding up to them, Forrest, in an indignant 

tone, inquired, "What do you mean by halting your commanding 

officer?" and without another remark passed the sentries. Too 

late they realized that they had been fooled, and they called 

for the riders to halt. Anticipating that they would be fired 

upon, Forrest and Oonelson crouched low over their saddles, put 

the spurs to their mounts, and galloped away. The pickets 

fired, but they aimed too high, and the two riders escaped. 

The Confederates had been roused, fed, and mustered by 2 

a.m. on July 14, 1864. Lyon's dismounted division had final

ly arrived, but the previous day's heat and hard march had 

taken a heavy toll. Many of the men had straggled. It was 

daylight before the order to move out was passed. In accor

dance with instructions from General Buford, the troopers of 

Mabry's and Bell's brigades swung into their saddles and rode 

to the crossroads, about a mile and one-half west of Harris-

burg, where they found Crossland's Kentuckians manning the 

picket line. There they were halted, dismounted, and every 

1. Wyeth, Life of General N. B. Forrest, 439-440. 
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2 
f i f t h man de ta i l ed as a horse-holder. Chalmers' d iv i s ion 

l e f t i t s horses at the dismounted cava lry ' s camp and marched 

to the area where Forrest was marshaling h i s corps. By the 

time Chalmers reached the crossroads, Crossland's skirmishers 

were advancing t o engage Union pickets posted north and south 
q 

of the Pontotoc road. 

Daybreak on Thursday, July 14, found Union cavalry pic

keting the roads leading to General Smith's camps. A bat

talion of the 3d Iowa and one from the 4th Iowa watched the 

Pontotoc road, west of Harrisburg. Capt. Benjamin F. Crail 

was in charge of these outposts. Before sun-up Colonel 

Winslow called on the remainder of his brigade to undertake a 

forced reconnaissance of the Pontotoc road. At the picket 

line, Winslow halted, while he deployed the 10th Missouri Cav

alry to the right of the road and the rest of his horsesoldiers 

to the left. Winslow, after telling Crail and his pickets to 

hold their ground, waved his men forward. The brigade cautious

ly felt its way ahead and soon established contact with pickets 

of Crossland's Kentucky Brigade, covering the Confederate de-

2. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 330, 336; Hancock, Diary, 
421-422. The 2d Tennessee, having been recalled from picket 
duty, rejoined Bell's brigade about sunrise at Calhoun's Cross
roads. A road from Verona intersected the Pontotoc road, a 
mile and one-half west of Harrisburg. 

3. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 326. 

4 . I b i d . , 309. Companies £ , F, and H, 3d Iowa Cavalry, and 
four companies of the 4th Iowa, including Companies L and M, 
reported t o Captain C r a i l . 
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ploynent. At first, the bluecoats, as many of then were armed 

with Spencer carbines, were able to gain ground. North of the 

Pontotoc road, the 10th Missouri reached the Birmingham road. 

Here it was halted by Winslow, as he saw that the Rebel leaders 

were bringing up reinforcements in such numbers as to presage 

an attack on General Smith's camp. Winslow sent an aide gal

loping to alert Smith and Grierson to the danger. 

General A. J. Smith, on receipt of this warning, had the 

"long roll" beaten and began forming his soldiers to meet the 

anticipated attack* The horseman was told to rejoin Winslow, 

tell him to hold his ground until the Rebels had completed 

their deployment, and then retire within the infantry lines. 

As the infantry brigades were falling out, A. J. Smith 

pointed out to his ranking subordinate, General Mower, the 

ground north of the Pontotoc road the First Division was to 

defend. Mower called his four brigade commanders together and 

gave them their assignments: Col. Joseph J. Woods' 3d Bri

gade would hold the left, Col. Lyman M. Ward's 4th Brigade 

the center; Col. William L.McMillen's 1st Brigade the right, 

and Col. Alexander Wilkin's 2d Brigade would constitute the 

division's ready reserve.7 

5. Ibid., 312, 314, 336, 340, 342; Scott, Story of a Cavalry Regi
ment, 287. 

°* °* R,» Se*ies I» Vol. 39. pt. 1, 309,314; Scott, Story of a 
Cavalry Regiment, 287. 

7. O. R., Series 1, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 257. 

84 



Colonel Woods posted the 12th Iowa on the left. The 

Iowans were formed in a wooded grove, north of the Pontotoc 

road, with open fields to their front. The right, Company B, 

was thrown back at a right angle to connect with the 33d Mis

souri. Colonel Stibbs had his people throw down the heavy 

rail fence, behind which they had formed, and pile the rails 

for protection against small-arms fire. The 7th Minnesota, 

except two companies (Banks' and Hoag's) was posted in sup

port of the 12th Iowa. To screen his men, Col. William R. 

Marshall saw that they were sheltered in the edge of a woods 

west of their camp. Capt. G. T. Banks' and Lt. Loel B. Hoag's 

companies were advanced and took position between the 12th 

Iowa and the Pontotoc road. In the forthcoming battle they 

would look to Colonel Stibbs of the 12th Iowa for orders. Lt. 

Col. William H. Heath posted his 33d Missouri to the right and 

at a right angle to the 12th Iowa. The men were told to lie 

down. Col. Sylvester Hill deployed his 35th Iowa on the right 

of the 33d Missouri. Both the 33d Missouri and the 35th Iowa 

g 
faced north, with their backs to the Pontotoc road. 

Colonel Ward's bluecoats hurried into position on the right 

8. Ibid., 268, 270, 271, 272, 274j Reed, 12th Iowa, 154. Reed 
wrote that the 33d Missouri faced northwest and the 35th Iowa was 
in reserve, while the commanding officers indicated in their "After 
Action Reports" that their positions were as described. As Reed 
published his regimental history, 39 years after the event, we 
question how much he recalled about the positions held by the 33d 
Missouri and 35th Iowa. 
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of the 3d Brigade. The 33d Wisconsin was stationed on the 

crest of a hill, its left resting hear a log house on the Pon

totoc road, and fronting to the northwest. Colonel Polleys' 

14th Wisconsin and a detachment of the 41st Illinois were in 

reserve, a few paces in rear of the 33d Wisconsin. The cannon

eers of the 2d Battery, Iowa Light Artillery, unlimbered their 

four guns in the interval between Ward's and Woods' brigades, 

sighting them to command the Pontotoc road and the open fields 

north of Harrisburg. Capt. Michael Muller of the 6th Battery, 

Indiana Light Artillery, had his redlegs unlimber their four 

Q 

3-inch Rodman r i f l e s on the right of Ward's b a t t l e l i n e . 7 

Colonel McMillen's 1st Brigade occupied ground on the 

r ight of the 6th Indiana Battery. His l i n e of b a t t l e was arc

l i k e and faced north and northeast , with i t s r ight flank an

chored on the Pontotoc road. Bach regiment in the brigade de

tached and advanced one company as skirmishers. Two guns of 

Battery B, 1st I l l i n o i s Light Art i l l ery , were pos i t ioned on 

t h e right of McMillen's brigade and s ighted to command Kings 

Creek. 

Colonel Wilkin's 2d Brigade, as i t was t o cons t i tu te the 

d iv i s ion reserve , was formed in double l i n e of ba t t l e immedi

ate ly behind Ward's un i t . Here Wilkin's people were in de f i 

lade and would be shel tered from the f o e ' s f i r e u n t i l the ir 

9 . 0 . R.« Ser ies I , Vol. 39, p t . 1, 259, 277. 

10. Ibid. 
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presence at the front was required. *••*• 

At the first sound of firing on the picket line, Colonel 

Moore had ordered his 1st and 3d brigade commanders to cover 

their fronts with skirmishers. When Woods' people took posi

tion north of the Pontotoc road, it was on ground well in ad

vance of where Moore's 1st Brigade, Murray's, had spent the 

night. Colonel Murray now brought his brigade forward and 

aligned it on Woods' left, the regiments "preserving the same 

order in line."12 The gunners of the 3d Battery, Indiana 

Light Artillery, unlimbered three guns on a knoll, with the 

122d Illinois on their right and the 89th Indiana on their 

left. Lt. Richard Burns of the Indiana battery positioned 

one gun, a 6-pounder James Rifle, to sweep the area in front 

of Murray's left, and the two 12-pounder Napoleons to cover 

the field to the front and right. The battery's fourth gun, 

a 6-pounder James Rifle, under Lt. Philip McPherson was un

limbered on the Pontotoc road in the interval between Woods' 

left and Murray's right. Colonel Murray saw that his infan

try was posted so it would be concealed by the configuration 

of the terrain from the Rebels' view. His right flank regi

ment, the 122d Illinois, crouched behind a rail fence at the 

edge of a cornfield, while the other units were screened by 

11. Ibid., 265; Bryner, Bugle Echoes, 131-132. 

12. O. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt» 1, 280, 282. From right to left 
the brigade was deployed: the 122th Illinois, the 89th Indiana, 
the 58th Illinois, the 21st Missouri, and the 119th Illinois. 
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brush.*3 

Colonel Wolfe's 3d Brigade took position on the commanding 

ridge to the left of Murray's people. The 179th New York was 

on the right, the 53d Indiana in the right center, the 49th 

Illinois on the left center, and the 117th Illinois on the left. 

Lt. John W. Lowell of Battery G, 2d Illinois Light Artillery, 

had his gunners throw their four pieces into battery in the 

interval between the 53d Indiana and the 117th Illinois. 

Colonel Bouton formed his brigade on the left of Moore's 

Third Division. The white officers stationed the blacks on 

a ridge, which sloped to the north, about 1,200 yards south 

of the field in which the trains were corralled. To protect 

the army's left flank, Bouton faced his brigade to the south 

and refused his left regiraent--the 68th U. S. Colored Troops. 

The redlegs of Battery I, 2d U. S. Colored Artillery, unlira-

bered their four guns on a knoll to the left of the 68th 

U. S. C. T. The 59th U. S. C. T. was held in reserve; Major 

Foster formed his people in an open field, with the ground 

sloping into a thick woods to his front. Bouton covered 

his battle line with a strong force of skirmishers. 

Gilbert's brigade of Moore's Third Division would consti-

13. Ibid., 280, 282, 294. 

14. Ibid., 280, 295, 296, 299. There was a dense belt of woods 
about 600 yards in front of the ground defended by the 53d Indiana. 

15. Ibid., 302; Cowden, History of the 59th U. S. C. T., 129. 
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t u t e Smi th ' s ready r e se rve and guard t he t r a i n s parked t o the 

south of the Pontotoc road . The b r igade commander posted h i s 

t roops on the l e f t of the t r a i n . ° 

One of G r i e r s o n ' s cava l ry b r i g a d e s , Winslow's, was c u r 

r e n t l y engaged in delaying the Rebel bu i ld -up west of H a r r i s -

burg, while the o t h e r , Coon 's , was occupying Tupelo and p i c k e t 

ing the roads south of Smi th ' s main l i n e of r e s i s t a n c e . One 

cava l ry regiment , the 9th I l l i n o i s , was not with i t s b r igade . 

I t had been dismounted and pos ted behind a f e n c e - r a i l b a r r i 

cade on the l e f t of Bouton's b l a c k s , and in support of the 

four guns of Ba t t e ry I , 2d U. S. Colored A r t i l l e r y . One b a t 

t a l i o n of the 9th I l l i n o i s was advanced as sk i rmishers and 

occupied Thomas' p l a n t a t i o n , which was converted i n t o a s t r o n g -

17 p o i n t . 

The position selected by General A. J. Smith to receive 

the Confederate attack was well suited for defense. His bat

tle line, forming a right angle several hundred yards north 

of the Pontotoc road, was on the crest of a low ridge over

looking Harrisburg Branch. From the position held by the 12th 

Iowa and Murray's brigade, the Federals looked westward to-

16. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 285-286; Scott, Story of 
the 32d Iowa, 291-292. From left to right, Gilbert formed his 
footsoidiers: the 24th Missouri , and the 27th, 14th and 32d 
Iowa. 

17. History of the 9th Illinois Cavalry, 120; 0. R., Series 
J» Vol. 39, pt. 1, 316, 317. 
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ward Pontotoc, the d irec t ion from which Generals Lee and 

Forrest would advance. To the Union front , the terrain sloped 

gradually down to Harrisburg Branch, beyond which the country 

was an undulating woodland with scant undergrowth and heavily 

timbered. From Smith's l i n e , which was s l i g h t l y over a mile 

and one-half in length, the distance to the edge of the t im

ber in front varied with the meanders of Harrisburg Branch, 

which marked the l imi t of the c l e a r i n g s . Opposite the sector 

held by Murray's brigade, about 300 yards separated the Union 

ba t t l e l i n e from the timber, but the woods were so open that 

the Confederates would be v i s i b l e for the f i n a l 500 yards of 

the ir approach. Along other sectors of the front , the Rebels, 

as they advanced to the assau l t , would be exposed to a r t i l l e r y 

and small-arms f i r e for distances varying from one-fourth mile 
18 

to 1,000 yards. 

Generals Lee and Forrest f u l l y appreciated the strength 

of the Union pos i t ion and the d i f f i c u l t i e s that the attacker 

would f a c e . But they knew that several uni t s of Smith's com

mand had been present at Brices Crossroads, where they had 

panicked. If they could penetrate the Union pos i t ion , there 

was a good p o s s i b i l i t y that they could destroy Smith's army. 

When the two generals discussed the t a c t i c a l s i tuat ion about 

daybreak on July 14, the subject was broached as to whether, 

18. Wyeth, Life of General N. B. Forrest , 439; Atlas to Accom
pany the Of f i c ia l Records, Plate LXIII, F ig . 2 . 
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under the circumstances, it might not be wiser to postpone 

the attack until General Smith resumed his march, when they 

might compel him to accept battle under conditions less dis

advantageous to the Confederates. General Lee pointed out to 

Forrest that it was vital that Smith's column be "dealt with 

vigorously and at once, so he might" redeploy his forces to 

reinforce other portions of his department, which were under 

heavy pressure. According to the latest news from Mobile, 

Admiral Farragut had increased the strength of his blockading 

squadron and troops and supplies were being assembled at Pas-

cagoula for an attack on Mobile. General Slocum had advanced 

out of Vicksburg and was operating against Wirt Adams' out

numbered brigades between the Big Black and Bayou Pierre, and 

in north Alabama Maj. Gen. Lovell Rousseau was organizing a 

strong column. Lee admitted that it would be wiser and safer 

to wait until A. J. Smith was again in motion and then strike, 

but "it was impossible to say how long the Union commander 

would remain in his present position," while the threats poised 

by the other Union columns would not permit delay. Lee was of 

the opinion that they would have to assail Smith at Harris-

burg, or he would be "compelled to withdraw a portion of the 

troops which were now on the ground and ready for battle... 

to meet the other dangers which were imminent." Forrest, 

after listening to his superior, agreed, remarking that "all 

that could be done was to go forward and fight the enemy."*9 

19. Wyeth, Life of General N. B. Forrest, 441-442. 
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whether Forrest himself desired to give battle on July 

14, 1864, or whether he did so in obedience to the orders of 

General Lee is open to question. After the battle it was held 

by Forrest's men that he had merely acquiesced in the fighting 

of the battle, because Lee had ordered it, and it was generally 

accepted that Lee had done so because of the pressure upon his 

department from other Union commands which would require the 

breakup of the force concentrated to cope with Smith's column. 

Forrest never made this excuse in any writing that has 

been preserved. He noted in his "After Action Report," drafted 

17 days after the battle, that "on the morning of the 14th 

Lt. Gen. Lee ordered the attack to be made, and the troops 

were disposed for that purpose." As Lee was senior officer, 

these statements do not necessarily imply any disapproval of 

the attack on Forrest's part. Many Forrest partisans have 

maintained that while their champion was no doubt in agree

ment with the general idea of fighting A. J. Smith, he did 

object to fighting him at Harrisburg, where the Federals, 

as Forrest wrote in his "After Action Report," had "over-

20 whelming numbers in an impregnable position." 

Maj. Charles w. Anderson, Forrest's assistant adjutant 

general, recalled that early on the 14th, before the decision 

to attack was made, Forrest said to Lee: 

20. Henry, "First with the Most," 316-317. 
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The enemy have a strong position--have thrown up 
defensive works and are vastly our superior in num
bers and it will not do for us to attack them under 
such conditions. One thing sure, the enemy cannot 
remain long where he is. He must come out, and when 
he does, all I ask or wish is to be turned loose with 
my command. I will throw Chalmers' Division on the 
Ellistown Road, and if Smith undertakes to cross the 
country to Sherman, turn south to devastate the prair
ies, or return to Memphis, I will be on all sides of 
him attacking day and night. He shall not cook a meal 
or have a night's sleep and I will wear his army to 
a frazzle before he gets out of the country.21 

While he did not claim it was a statement voiced by For

rest, Colonel Rucker expressed the opinion that 

had Forrest, and no one else been in command at 
Harrisburg, he never would have permitted the enemy 
to get a roasting ear. He would have harassed him 
so by remaining in his front, flank, and rear, that 
sooner or later he would have had to make a disas
trous retreat. As it was, his retirement was with
out honor.22 

General Chalmers on the other hand, in a paper published 

in the Southern Historical Society Papers, two years after 

Forrest's death, denied that General Stephen D. Lee "made the 

fight from supposed necessity, and without the concurrance (sic) of 

General Forrest." Chalmers wrote: 

Lee, Forrest, Buford and I were riding to the front, 
when the battle was about to begin. Buford said to 
Lee and Forrest, who had spent the night and morning 

21. Unpublished Memorandum of 8 pages found in Captain Morton's 
scrapbooks. This Memorandum was prepared in reply to General Lee's 
1902 article in Vol. 6, Publications of the Mississippi Historical 
Society. 

22. Rucker to Morton, Feb. 18, 1902, found in ibid. 
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together in consultation: "Gentlemen, you have 
not asked my opinion about this fight, but I tell 
you, we are going to be badly whipped." Forrest 
replied sharply: "You don't know what you are 
talking about; we'll whip 'em in five minutes." 
Buford replied: "I hope you may be right, but 
I don't believe it."23 

Chalmers' statement, however, does not clarify the 

subject. The decision to attack had been made and Forrest, 

regardless of what he might have said earlier to Lee, might 

have been displaying to Buford and the army a show of con

fidence in its result. The battle having been decided upon, 

in loyal support of his senior officer, Forrest could hardly 

have done otherwise. 

Writing 37 years after the event, General Lee observed, 

"Whatever others may say, Gen. Lee and Gen. Forrest were in 

perfect accord as to delivering battle, and Gen. Forrest 

personally never shrank from this responsibility before or 

after the bloody battle."25 

An air of urgency was added to the situation, Lee recalled, 

when "two reliable" scouts rode up and reported that the foe 

was preparing to abandon Tupelo and retreat toward Memphis, 

via the Ellistown road. Whereupon, Forrest urged an immediate 

23. James R. Chalmers, "Forrest and His Campaigns," Southern 
Historical Society Papers, Vol. 7, 476-477. 

24. Henry, 'First With the Most', 317. 

25. Lee, "Battle of Tupelo," Publications, Vol. 6, 45. 
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attack, as "his blood was up; the fire of battle was in his 

eye. He said that if he was in command, he would not hesitate 

a moment." Whatever the facts as to which of the two generals 

urged the attack, Lee's recollections as to their leader's 

military judgment brought forth a storm of protest from For-

rest's surviving associates in 1902. 

As most of the troops on the field belonged to Forrest's 

corps and had fought under his leadership at Brices Crossroads, 

Lee offered the command to the dynamic Forrest. He declined 

to assume the responsibility, remarking that "Lee was a lieu

tenant general and therefore his superior, and as such the 

responsibility was his." 

Lee replied, "If it is to be a fight, let us fight to 

the bitter end."27 

General Lee now gave Forrest his choice as to which wing 

of the army he would personally direct in the battle. Forrest 

selected the right, Roddey's division, which was to swing 

around and envelop Smith's left. Lee would have the Confed

erate left and center, and assault Mower's division and the 

right of Moore's. Lee established his command post on the 

Pontotoc road, near the center of the Confederate line, where 

28 
he could observe the entire field. 

26. Ibid., 45; Henry, "First with the Most," 318. 

27. Lee, "Battle of Tupelo," Publications, Vol. 6, 45; Wyeth, 
Life of General N. B. Forrest, 442. 

28. Ibid. 
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The army reporting to General Lee on the morning of July 

14, 1864, numbered about 9,500 effectives, supported by 20 can

non. The composition of this force was: Chalmers* division, 

McCulloch's and Rucker's brigades, 2,300; Buford's division 

(Bell's, Crossland's, and Mabry's brigades), 3,200; Roddey's 

division, Patterson's and Johnson's brigades, 1,500; Beltz-

hoover's infantry battalion, and the dismounted troopers of 

Gholson's and Neely's brigades, 2,100; and 360 artillerists. 

Deducting the horse-holders from the 7,000 cavalry--as they 

went into the fight dismounted--and including the 2,100 in

fantry, Lee did not have more than 7,500 effectives available 

for the fight. The Rebels would be called on to assail the 

foe in a position of their choosing.2' 

While their skirmishers clashed with Winslow's horse-

soldiers west of Harrisburg Branch, the Rebel generals deployed 

their men under the cover of timber. Mabry's brigade was formed 

on the extreme left, north of the Pontotoc road. Bell's Ten

nessee Brigade was to the left and rear of Mabry's Mississip-

pians. The Kentucky Brigade, Colonel Crossland commanding, 

was formed in line of battle on Mabry's right and south of 

29. Hancock, Diary, 421; Wyeth, Lire of General N. B. Forrest, 442-3. 

30. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 347, 349; Hancock, Diary, 
422. Bell posted the 15th Tennessee on the right of his battle 
line, the 2d Tennessee on the left, and the 16th Tennessee and 
Newsom's Regiment in the center. 
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31 the Pontotoc road. Roddey's two-brigade d iv is ion was on 

32 the right with i t s r ight flank refused. The Pettus Flying 

A r t i l l e r y was with Roddey's d i v i s i o n , while Rice 's and Mor

ton's Tennessee b a t t e r i e s were to support Buford's d iv i son . 

Capts. James C. Thral l ' s Arkansas and Coleman B. Fer-

r e l l ' s Georgia b a t t e r i e s were held in reserve with Chalmers' 

d i v i s i o n . Chalmers massed h i s people about 400 yards behind 

Crossland's Kentucky Brigade—Rucker's brigade was to the 

l e f t and McCulloch's to the r ight . Farther back near the 

junct ion was General Lyon with h i s 2,100 dismounted cavalry 

33 and Beltzhoover's infantry b a t t a l i o n . 

By 7 a.m. the Confederates had completed the ir deploy

ment. Covered by a strong force of skirmishers, the ir ba t t l e 

l i n e s worked the i r way through the timber. Having accomplished 

31. 0 . R., Ser ies I , Vol. 39, p t . 1, 336, 338, 340, 341, 342. 

32. Hancock, Diary, 422, 423. According to James Hancock, one 
of Roddey's s ta f f o f f i c e r s , the following exchange took place 
between Generals Lee and Forrest: 

General Lee -"Let Roddey's Division form on the l e f t and 
Buford's on the r i g h t . " 

General Forrest -"No, I want Buford*s Division on the l e f t , 
and Roddey's on the r i g h t . " 

G. L. -"As Roddey i s here, who not l e t him form on the 
l e f t , and Buford can f a l l in on the right as he comes up?" 

G. F. -"No, I want Buford on the l e f t . " 
G. L. -"Very w e l l , have your own way then." 

33. O. R., Ser ies I , Vol. 39, p t . 1, 322, 326, 334; Wyeth, 
Life of General N. B. Forrest , 443; Hancock, Diary, 423. 
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their miss ion, Winslow's horsesoldiers pul led back and re t i red 

through the picket l i n e held by C r a i l ' s ba t ta l i on . C r a i l ' s 

people delayed the Rebel skirmishers, and only re t i red when 

no t i f i ed by General Smith. As soon as a l l h i s men had been 

reca l l ed , Winslow, in accordance with orders from General 

Grierson, deployed h i s brigade, reinforced by the 7th Kansas 
34 

Cavalry, to guard the army's r ight and rear . During the 

afternoon, a ba t ta l ion of the 7th Kansas under Maj. F. M. 

Malone rode northward from Tupelo as far as S a l t i l l o , de

stroying bridges , t r e s t l e s , and watertanks along the Mobile &-

Ohio . 3 5 

General Lee, as he watched the enemy cavalry withdraw 

through Harrisburg, determined to make a f i n a l e f for t to get 

the Yankees to abandon the defensive and take the i n i t i a t i v e . 

When Buford's b a t t l e l i n e reached the edge of the timber, the 

troops were ha l ted , while sharpshooters were advanced and the 

cannoneers of the Pettus Flying A r t i l l e r y , and Rice ' s and Mor

ton's b a t t e r i e s unlimbered the ir guns and opened f i r e . The 

Federal redlegs r e p l i e d . Ful ly an hour was spent by the Con

federates in a f u t i l e attempt to draw A. J . Smith from h i s 

34. 0 . R. t Ser ies I , Vol. 39, p t . 1 , 306, 309, 312, 314. The 
3d Iowa maintained two picket posts and patrol led the Ell istown 
road, hourly, to a distance of one and one-fourth mi les . 

35. I b i d . , 319. 
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stronghold, with no benefit other than to focus his attention on 

the Rebel right. There, about one mile in front of his left 

wing, he could see Roddey forming his division. Roddey, while 

Forrest watched, was positioning his people to swing "around on 

the enemy's left . . . and to advance to the attack." It was at 

this time that A. J. Smith, concluding that these activities con

stituted a threat to his left, directed Colonel Moore to call up 

Wolfe's brigade, while Bouton's blacks and the 9th Illinois 

o fa 
Cavalry were thrown into position on Wolfe's left. 

By this time it was 8 a.m. There were no clouds in the 

sky, and the day was already hot. During the past month lit

tle rain had fallen in northeast Mississippi and the ground 

was parched. The blades on the cornstalks were twisted, the 

leaves were withering, the roads were deep in dust, while 

many of the smaller streams had ceased to flow. Considerable 

difficulty was experienced by the company commanders of the 

two armies in finding sufficient water for their troops to 

fill canteens.^7 

As the butternuts prepared to advance they faced east, so 

the morning's sun shone in their eyes, giving many of the Fed-

36. Ibid., 251; Wyeth, Life of General N. B. Forrest, 443-
444; Lee, "Battle of Tupelo," Publications, Vol. 6, 47-48. 

37. Wyeth, Life of General N. B. Forrest, 444. 
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erals the advantage of shooting with their backs to the light. 

Before passing the order to move out, General Lee had told 

Forrest to ride to the right, and at the proper moment hurl 

Roddey's division against Smith's left. Having synchronized 

their watches, the two generals were in agreement as to the 

time when the assault was to be made. Forrest, accompanied 

by his staff, had ridden to join Roddey, who was then nearly 

a mile to the right. General Lee recalled, "At the expira-

38 tion of the time agreed upon...I ordered the left wing in." 

General Buford, whose division constituted the center and 

left of the Confederate line, received the order to advance 

and rode with General Lee as far as the edge of "the open space 

across which in full sweep of the enemy's artillery and small 

arms his troops must pass before closing in upon them." He 

now recognized the desperate character of the struggle and the 

heavy loss of life it would involve. Turning to Lee, he 

modestly expressed the opinion that the attack 
should not be a direct one, but the majority of 
the forces should be thrown on the Verona and 
Tupelo road, and a vigorous assault made on ... 
(the foe's] left flank; that a direct charge was 
what the enemy most desired, and for which he 
was strongly posted both by nature and art.39 

Buford's advice came too late. The order for the assault 

38. Ibid.; Lee, "Battle of Tupelo," Publications, Vol. 6, 45. 

39. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 330-331. 
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had been given, and Forrest had gone off to direct the attack 

on the r i g h t . In Lee's opinion, the b a t t l e plan could not be 

changed. 

In moving forward, Crossland obliqued the Kentucky Bri

gade to the r ight to regain contact with Roddey, while Mabry's 

brigade veered to the l e f t . Buford c a l l e d for Bel l to move 

up into the interval that had opened between Crossland's l e f t 

and Mabry's r i g h t . As chance w i l l e d i t , the Kentucky Brigade 

debouched from the timber and entered the cleared f i e l d s well 

in advance of Bel l and Mabry. The Kentuckians c losed to with

in 500 yards of the sector of the Union l i n e held by Murray's 

brigade, before they sighted any bluecoats . Though "ordered 

to move surely and s t e a d i l y , " Crossland and h i s regimental 

commanders found "it was impossible t o res tra in the ardor" 

of the men. Believing themselves to be "strongly supported 

both on the right and l e f t , " and ra is ing a shout they charged 

Murray's l i n e . The Federals held the ir f i r e u n t i l the on-

rushing Rebels had c losed to within 200 yards, and then they 

opened "a most t e r r i f i c f i r e of a r t i l l e r y and small-arms" on 

Crossland's people. 

40. I b i d . , 336, 338, 340, 341, 342, 343. The point from which 
the Kentuckians emerged from the timber was about 800 yards 
in front of Murray's main l i n e of r e s i s t a n c e . Fighting with 
the Kentucky Brigade t h i s day was a remnant of Brig. Gen. John 
H. Morgan's command. A month before they had l e f t Cynthiana, 
Kentucky, after being cut off . Elect ing Capt. William Campbell 

101 



Colonel Murray and his officers kept a tight rein on 

their men as the Rebels advanced across the fields. Except 

for the skirmishers and artillerists, the Federals lay on the 

ground, concealed by the tall corn and bushes. As the Ken-

tuckians began to close in, Murray saw that their line of bat

tle extended "nearly to the extreme left of my position, in 

our front being an extensive and open, cleared field, giving 

us a view of the approaching line." 

The cannoneers of the 3d Indiana Battery, manning the 

three guns in the interval between the 122d Illinois and 

89th Indiana, had been, since 7 o'clock, employing their James 

rifle to duel with the artillery to their front. Lieutenant 

Burns now shouted for his gunners to switch from shell to can

ister and turn their pieces on the Confederates sweeping to

ward them. Lieutenant McPherson's crew, serving the 6-pounder James 

Rifle on the right of the 122d Illinois, likewise changed 

targets. Worse, if possible, for the Confederates, Lt. John 

W. Lowell of Battery G, 2d Illinois Light Artillery, saw that 

there was no threat to the front held by Wolfe's brigade, and 

to lead them, they started west and south to join Forrest. 
After bluffing the garrison of Bardstown into surrendering, 
they pushed on, crossed Green River at Calhoun, forded the 
Cumberland, and slipped across the Tennessee. Near Corinth, 
they encountered a detachment of Forrest's scouts. Joining 
Forrest's corps, Campbell's company was assigned to the 
Kentucky Brigade. Memoirs of John N. Johnson of Dublin, 
Virginia, found in the Tennessee State Library. 
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he had h i s r ed l egs change f ron t t o the r i g h t t o command the 

f i e l d s in f ront of Murray 's b r i g a d e . As Crossland swept 

c l o s e r , Lowel l ' s cannoneers "opened a d e s t r u c t i v e c r o s s - f i r e 

upon h i s l i n e s , " f i r s t with s h e l l , and then as the range 

shor tened ,wi th c a n i s t e r . 

The en f i l ad ing f i r e of Lowel l ' s and McPherson's f i ve 

guns was "most d e s t r u c t i v e " t o C r o s s l a n d ' s l i n e . Roddey's 

d i v i s i o n had f a i l e d t o advance, and t h i s f a i l u r e had drawn 

on the r i g h t f lank of the Kentucky Brigade a storm of c a n i s 

t e r t h a t , in C r o s s l a n d ' s words, "was f a t a l t o my men." Real 

iz ing t h a t t o r e t r e a t would be more dangerous than t o go on, 

Crossland rode out in f ront and shouted, "Forward men; forward!" 

The l i n e wavered for a moment, but the men, a f t e r a momentary 

pause, rushed on, " i n t e n t upon ca r ry ing the enemy's works and 

dr iv ing him before them." 

When the Kentuckians charged t o wi th in 50 t o 100 yards , 

the Union regiment commanders, in compliance wi th Murray 's 

o r d e r s , c a l l e d for t h e i r men " to r i s e up and advance." Mur

r a y ' s people sprang t o t h e i r f e e t , "and wi th a y e l l l i k e t h a t 

of demons," l e t go a c rash ing v o l l e y r i g h t i n t o the Kentuckians ' 

f a c e s . C r o s s l a n d ' s ranks were decimated; h i s men mowed down. 

Many of t he bes t o f f i c e r s were k i l l e d or wounded. Co l . W. W. 

4 1 . 0 . R. , S e r i e s I , Vol. 39, p t . 1, 280, 282, 294, 299. 
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Faulkner of the 12th Kentucky Cavalry had his horse killed 

by a shell from Battery G, which also seriously wounded him. 

Faulkner, however, refused to turn back, and advanced until 

struck a second time. Maj. Thomas S. Tate pushed forward the 

regiment's left battalion until some of the men were within 

30 yards of the Federal line. Pvt. A. P. Hill of Company E 

was killed within 20 steps of Murray's main line of resis

tance. Ensign G. W. Dunn was cut down as he carried the 

colors of the 12th forward. Capt. J. F. Melton snatched them 

from under his body and bore them the remainder of the fight. 

After the battle, it was found that the flag had been shredded 

by 18 bullets or jagged iron fragments from bursting shells. 

Tate now heard the men crying that the regiment on the right 

was retreating, and on glancing in that direction he saw a 

unit falling back in wild disorder. He bellowed for the left 

battalion of the 12th Kentucky to fall back, as he dashed to 

the right to rally the men in that sector. One regiment, the 

8th Kentucky Mounted Infantry, took even worse punishment, los-

42 
ing one-half its men killed or wounded within a few minutes. 

As if the frontal fire of Murray's brigade and the four 

guns of the 3d Indiana Battery were not bad enough, Crossland's 

42. Ibid., 336, 338, 340, 343. Lt. Lowell of Battery G claimed 
for his unit the credit of doing "the enemy more damage than 
all the other five ̂batteries] combined." He was watching when 
one of his projectiles struck Colonel Faulkner's "splendid 
charger," wounding the colonel and killing the horse. Ibid., 
298-299. 
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right and center were ripped by crashing volleys from Col

onel Wolfe's right flank regiments--the 52d Indiana and 178th 

New York. These units were positioned to punish the Rebels 

from the right oblique. 

The charge of Murray's bluecoats, supported on the left 

by the 52d Indiana, was too much for any force that had been 

punished so severely to withstand. Many of the Kentuckians 

were heard to cry in despair, as they fled, "My God! My God!" 

Murray's grim footsoldiers hounded the Rebels as they re

treated, "pouring deadly volleys into their rapidly thinning 

ranks." After pursuing the Kentuckians about 350 yards to the 

foot of the ridge in front of where they had met the attack, 

Murray and his regimental commanders halted and re-formed 

their units. While doing so, they continued to fire at will 

on "the scattered fugitives." The last of the butternuts 

had disappeared into the timber to their front, when the Fed

erals, in obedience to orders from Colonel Moore, retired in 

good order to their original positions on the ridge east of 

Harrisburg. Murray's right flank regiment, the 122d Illinois, 

which had advanced across a cornfield to a fence fronting the 

church and other buildings in the deserted village, was not 

recalled. Taking cover behind the fence, the regiment prepared 

to support the troops of Mower's division posted north of the 

43. Ibid., 295, 297, 298, 299. 
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44 Pontotoc road. 

General Forrest at the time of Crossland's advance was 

with General Roddey. After giving Roddey his orders to swing 

his troops around the enemy's left, Forrest rode forward to 

select "a position in which to place his troops." But on 

reaching the front, he looked to the left and was shocked to 

see the Kentucky Brigade fleeing. Putting the spurs to his 

horse, he rode to the left, rushed in among the retreating 

troops, seized a stand of colors, and rallied them at the edge 

of the timber. 

Roddey's division having failed to close with the foe 

in time to support Crossland's assault, Forrest turned it 

back when it came up, because "the terrific fire poured upon 

the gallant Kentucky brigade showed that the enemy were sup

ported by overwhelming numbers in an impregnable position." 

As soon as Crossland's men had been re-formed and rested, they 

were ordered by General Lee to retire and help cover the Tu

pelo-Verona road. 

44. Ibid., 280, 282-283, 284, 285, 295, 297. After retiring 
to the ridge, at least one of Murray's regimental commanders, 
Col. Thomas J. Kinney of the 119th Illinois, shielded his front 
with skirmishers, and went out with the hospital corps to look 
after the wounded. "While engaged in this humane act of admin
istering to the wounded rebels on the field, . . . t̂hey3were 
fired upon by the enemy from the woods, some 300 yards distant. 
This caused . • . (them) to cease . . . (their} kindness for a 
time." Ibid., 284. 

45. Ibid., 322, 336; Wyeth, Life of General N. B. Forrest, 
449-450; Lee, "Battle of Tupelo," Publications, Vol. 6, 47-48. 
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Colonel Wolfe and the cannoneers of Battery G, 2d Il

linois Light Artillery, had watched as Roddey's battle line 

came into view on the opposite ridge. The rout of Crossland's 

brigade had deprived the redlegs of targets, so Lieutenant 

Lowell was delighted when General Smith sent word for him to 

shift one of his sections farther to the left. After the 

gunners had got off a few rounds, Roddey, in accordance with 

orders from Forrest, moved back and formed line of battle 

covering the Tupelo-Verona road, while the cannoneers of 

Ferrell's Battery and the Pettus Flying Artillery unlimbered 

their guns. Lieutenant Lowell now advanced his second section 

and dueled with the two Rebel batteries. The Confederate 

smoothbores soon ceased fire, but their rifled guns contin-
46 

ued to boom. 

In response to orders from Colonel Moore, two regiments, 

the 24th Missouri and 27th Iowa, were called up from the re

serve to support Murray's brigade. Arriving at the front, 

these regiments took position about 60 yards in rear of the 

3d Indiana Battery.47 

Meanwhile, General Buford, seeing that the Kentucky Bri

gade by its rash advance was faced with disaster, hastened 

forward Mabry and Bell to strike the right of Smith's line 

46. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 299, 322. 

47. O. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 286, 292; Scott, Story 
of the 32d Iowa, 292. 
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and create a diversion, Mabry's advance was on the oblique 

to the left, and in passing through the woods, his Mississip-

pians gained the cleared fields well in advance of Bell's 

Tennesseeans, who had not yet left the timber* Mabry and his 

men saw that the Federals to their front were posted on either 

side of the Pontotoc road, with their right refused. Some of 

the Union regiments, it was seen, had strengthened their 

position on the crest by throwing down rail fences. The ground 

across which they would have to advance to come to grips with 

soldiers of Woods' and Ward's brigades was open and "gently 

undulating, affording no protection" to the attacker. Mabry, 

in view of the disaster that had overtaken Crossland, did not 

wait for Bell's people to come up on his right, but called 

for an advance. 

The Mississippians stormed forward, driving in Mower's 

skirmishers. As soon as they debouched from the woods, the 

butternuts drew the fire of the guns manned by the cannoneers 

of the 2d Iowa and 6th Indiana Batteries. Mabry's dismounted 

horsesoldiers closed to within 300 yards of Mower's main line 

of resistance, and "received a most terrific fire of small-

arms." Mabry bellowed, "Charge!" An advance across open 

fields, swept by exploding shells, canister, and minie balls, 

on a hot sultry morning had taken a heavy toll. The faint

hearted had skulked, reducing the brigade to little more than 

a skirmish line. Even so, Mabry and his Mississippians drove 
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to within about 60 yards of the bluecoated infantry. Seeing 

that his line was too much weakened to drive the foe, Mabry 

halted and had his men take cover in a hollow and behind a 

48 
low fence. Here they hugged the ground and banged away. 

The historian of the 12th Iowa recalled that he and his 

comrades, as they crouched behind their fence-rail barricade, 

could see the Rebel battle line sweeping toward them. Despite 

the knowledge that they would be called on to bear the brunt 

of the assault, they held their fire until the butternuts had 

advanced to within easy range, when "they opened fire with a 

coolness and accuracy which was only excelled by the rapidity 

with which they discharged and reloaded their muskets." Not 

a man wavered or fell back; those killed or severely wounded 

lay where they fell, unheeded by their comrades. Those less 

seriously injured, who were able to get to the rear unaided, 

left weapons and cartridges with their buddies, and made their 

49 way to the field hospital. 

Woods' and Ward's infantry had punished the Mississippians 

unmercifully, before Bell's Tennesseeans came up on the double 

and took position to their right and rear. A soldier in the 

2d Tennessee reported, "Never had such an appalling fire of 

musketry and artillery blazed and gushed in the face" of our 

regiment. Not a man, however, hesitated. Colonel Barteau 

48. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 331, 349. 

49. Reed, The 12th Iowa, 155-156. 
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was wounded when within 20 yards of the Federals' works. Many 

of Mabry's men took advantage of Bell's advance to slip to the 

rear. Bell's brigade secured ground within 75 yards of the 

position defended by the 12th Iowa and 33d Missouri and took 

cover. A deadly fire-fight ensued. 

General A. J. Smith wrote that when they left the cover 

of the timber, the Confederate lines "could be distinguished 

separately, but as they advanced they lost all semblance of 

lines and the attack resembled a mob of huge magnitude." There 

was "no skirmish line or main line or reserve, but seemed to 

be a foot race to see who should reach us first. They were 

allowed to approach, yelling and howling like Comanches, to 

within canister range, when the batteries" opened upon them. 

Next came a crashing volley. The Confederates were pinned 

down. In the fight which ensued great quantities of ammuni

tion were expended. After a while soldiers of the 12th Iowa 

raised the cry that they were running short of cartridges and 

their rifle-muskets were becoming foul. Colonel Woods called 

up the 7th Minnesota. The Iowans, with the exception of Cam
eo 

panies E and H, changed places with the Minnesotans. 

50. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 347; Hancock, Diary, 423-425. 

51. 0. R.. Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 252. 

52. Ibid., 270, 272; Reed, The 12th Iowa, 156. Companies E and H, 
having been supplied with cartridges, were allowed to remain at the 
front with the Minnesotans. Banks' and Hoag's companies of the 7th 
Minnesota, which had been at the front with the 12th Iowa, likewise 
were retired to draw ammunition. 
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From their position behind the fences east of Harrisburg, 

the 122d Illinois was able to catch Bell's Tennesseeans, as 

they charged Woods' brigade, in a murderous crossfire. The 

cannoneers of the 3d Indiana Battery, the foe to their front 

having disappeared, hammered away at the Confederates north 

of the Pontotoc road. In a futile effort to nullify this fire, 

sharpshooters infiltrated the village and occupied positions 

53 in and about the church. 

General Mower, at the beginning of the attack, told Col

onel Wilkin to have two regiments, the 47th Illinois and the 

11th Missouri, form on the right of the train to shield it 

from an attack from the northeast. After Wilkin had positioned 

these regiments, he rejoined his brigade. Just as he reached 

his right flank, he was struck by a minie ball and killed. 

Thus died the highest ranking Union officer to meet death on 

the field. The next senior officer in the unit, Col. John 0. 

McClure of the 47th Illinois, assumed command of the Eagle Bri-

54 

gade. Colonel Gilbert, acting upon instructions from Gen

eral Smith, now crossed the Pontotoc road with the 14th and 

32d Iowa and posted them on the right of the 11th Missouri. 

By this move, Smith had committed the last of his ready reserve. 

53. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 283. 

54. Ibid., 265-266; Bryner, Bugle Echoes, 132. To cover the cor
ral a line of skirmishers was thrown out to its front, while the 
regiments were formed into line on its right. 

55. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 286, 289, 291; Scott, Story 

of the 32d Iowa, 292. One of the soldiers in the 32d Iowa recalled 
that soon after receipt of Smith's orders to move to the right, 
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Covered by Bell's brigade, Mabry withdrew his shattered 

command. His losses in the hollow had been devastating. His 

horse had been killed near the foe, so Mabry had to delegate 

to two of his staff--Capt. J. R. Chambers and Lt. W. H. Gee. 

As the Mississippians were retiring, they encountered an ad

vancing battle line--Rucker's. 

General Chalmers, after the battle had been joined, was 

confused to receive three different orders. From General For

rest came word to move to the right and support Roddey; from 

General Lee to move to the left to reinforce Mabry; and from 

Buford "an order stating that I should move, by direction of 

General Lee, to relieve him on the center." Forrest being 

his immediate superior, Chalmers obeyed his instructions and 

led his division toward the right. But before he reached Rod

dey 's command post, General Lee overtook him and told Chalmers 

to divide his unit. McCulloch's brigade would be held in reserve, 

while Rucker's marched to the left with the orders "to charge 

at a double-quick and with a shout." 

an orderly rode up with instructions for Gilbert to advance to 
"the support of the center, or it must be broken." Gilbert replied, 
"I have an order from General Smith to hold this point at all haz
ards, and leave it for no man's order, save his own, and hold it 
I will." After crossing the Pontotoc road, Gilbert posted the 
32d Iowa on the right and the 14th Iowa on the left. 

56. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 349-350. Col,Isham Harrison 
and Lt. Col. Thomas M. Nelson of the 6th Mississippi Cavalry, and 
Maj. Robert C. McCay of the 38th Mississippi Mounted Infantry had 
been slain; Lt. Col. John Cage of the 14th Confederate Cavalry 
mortally wounded; and Lt. Col. Thomas R. Stockdale of the 4th 
Mississippi Cavalry injured. 
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Chalmers accompanied Rucker. Crossing the Pontotoc road, 

Rucker formed his brigade into line of battle. The marching 

and counter-marching in the heat, while the generals made up 

their minds, had taken a toll. Rucker's brigade was jaded by 

the time it crossed to the north of the Pontotoc road; a num

ber of men had straggled. When the brigade moved forward, 

Rucker rode on the left and Chalmers on the right. They "pass

ed over plowed ground and through a corn-field, in full view 

of the enemy, strongly posted on an elevated and wooded ridge." 

Before they "reached the position to charge many of the men 

fainted from exhaustion." Up the grade the brigade charged 

by the right flank, "the men falling everywhere from the mur

derous fire of the enemy's infantry." Passing through the 

remnants of Mabry's brigade which were being withdrawn, Ruck

er 's grim fighters continued their surge. Rucker was hit 

twice and carried from the field badly wounded. As soon as 

Rucker's people came up on their left, Bell's Tennesseeans 

pulled back from the ground they had gained within 75 yards 

of the right angle in Woods' line, "leaving a good many of our 

dead and wounded on the field." In the words of Colonel Bell, 

"the place was truly a hot one, and the enemy's position strong 

and commanding, well selected, and well fortified. The loss 

of the brigade in killed and wounded . . .was immense." 

Col. William L. Duckworth of the 7th Tennessee Cavalry, 

who succeeded Rucker, sought to rally the brigade and continue 
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the fight. He saw Color Sergt. Egbert Shepherd of his regi-

aent shot down. "Save the flag!" cried one of the desperately 

wounded, and a dozen men rushed forward to grasp and uphold 

the treasured symbol. A member of Company E reached it first. 

After an "ineffectual effort" to carry the sector of the Union 

line held by Ward's brigade, supported on the left by the 35th 

Iowa and 33d Missouri, Pucker's people retreated into a hollow 

57 
which afforded some protection and re-formed. 

When Rucker's brigade stormed forward, Colonel McMillen 

had called for his left flank regiment, the 10th Minnesota, 

to wheel to the left and to extend Ward's line. The position 

occupied by the regiment was screened from Chalmers' view by 

the crest of the ridge on which were emplaced the Rodman ri

fles manned by the 6th Indiana Battery. Lt. Col. S. P. Jen-

nison held his men there until he was satisfied that Rucker's 

people were within range. At a word from their colonel, the 

Minnesotans "rose as one man . . .and gave them a volley, which 

was the last they waited to receive that day."58 

The Confederate artillerists, though outgunned by the Fed

eral redlegs, did their best to support the futile assaults 

57. Ibid., 326, 247; Lee "Battle of Tupelo," Publications, 
Vol. 46; Young, 7th Tennessee Cavalry, 97-99. 

58. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 264. The line of the 
10th Minnesota overlapped Rucker's to a considerable distance. 
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of the dismounted horsesoldiers. As the brigades were forming 

in the woods, two of the batteries, the Pettus Flying Artillery 

on the extreme right with its section of 10-pounder Parrotts 

and Thrall's on the Pontotoc road with its four 6-pounder guns, 

had dueled with the 3d Indiana and Battery G. When the Rebel 

battle lines swept forward, these daring cannoneers advanced 

their eight guns. Rice's Battery moved in support of Cross-

land's Kentuckians and unlimbered its four 6-pounders north 

of the road. On the left, Morton's Battery commanded by Lt. 

T. Sanders Sale took position with its four 3-inch rifles in 

rear of Mabry's and Bell's brigades. Sale, advancing boldly, 

threw his pieces into battery within 400 yards of Mower's 

battle line. Here his gunners fought the redlegs of the 2d 

Iowa and 6th Indiana Batteries. Five out of the seven men 

and six of the eight horses assigned to one of Sale's rifles 

were disabled, and the gun captain, Sergeant Brown, three 

times wounded. He refused to abandon the piece, and remained 

with it until it was manhandled from the field by Captain 

Titus' company of sharpshooters. Another gun was brought 

off by Sergt. C. T. Brady, after a wheel had been shattered. 

After covering the retreat of the dismounted cavalry, 

the Rebel artillery limbered to the rear to save their guns. 

In the artillery duels, only one Union battery, the 3d In

diana, received much punishment as they commanded the field.5^ 

59. Wyeth, Life of General N. B. Forrest, 448; Hancock, Diary, 
426-427; 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 294, 334. 
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General Mower, seeing that Rucker's brigade was starting 

to give ground, ordered his brigade commanders to advance and 

mop-up the Confederates to their front. The fight had lasted 

about 150 minutes, when Colonel Woods on the right waved his 

men forward.00 On the left, next to the Pontotoc road, the 

12th Iowa moved out, supported by the 7th Minnesota. The 

Iowans obliqued to the left and the Minnesotans to the right. 

The 33d Missouri and the 35th Iowa advanced on the right of 

the Minnesota regiment. Ward's brigade swept into position 

on Woods' right, while Colonel McClure with the 9th Minnesota 

and detachments of the 5th Minnesota and 8th Wisconsin moved 

up from the reserve and fell in on Ward's right. 

Woods' and Ward's bluecoats, as they advanced, captured 

a number of prisoners and smashed at least one pocket of re

sistance. Company 0, 33d Missouri, came upon a party of Rebel 

sharpshooters and overwhelmed them, capturing the colors of 

the 6th Mississippi Cavalry. On the left, the Yankees followed 

the retreating Confederates about 500 yards; McClure's men on 

the right advanced about two-thirds of a mile before they came 

up on line with Woods' and Ward's people. 

60. By this time, the soldiers of the eight companies of the 
7th Minnesota on the firing line had exhausted their ammunition, 
and they, in turn, had been relieved by the 12th Iowa and Banks' 
and Hoag's companies of the 7th Minnesota. 0. R., Series I, 
Vol. 39, pt. 1, 272; Reed, The 12th Iowa, 156. 

116 



Mower, seeing that the foe had fallen back on their horse-

holders, called a halt, as two of his field officers and sev

eral of his men had been sunstruck. Like the Americans in 

Vietnam, A. J. Smith called for a body count. His subordin

ates reported that there were 270 Rebel dead on the field in 

front of Mower's position. The Confederate wounded were 

gathered up and taken to the field hospital the Federals had 

established to care for their injured. Lacking transportation 

to remove the small-arms abandoned by the enemy, Smith had his 

men collect them and smash the stocks of the rifle-muskets 

against trees. After his people had policed the field and 

rounded-up Confederate prisoners, Mower, satisfied that Gen

erals Lee and Forrest were unlikely to resume the offensive, 

had his brigades return to the positions occupied prior to 

the charge. 

McCulloch's brigade, at the time of Rucker's assault, had 

moved forward and relieved the terribly mauled Kentucky Brigade. 

General Lee now saw that the Union left was not engaged, and 

suspecting that something had gone wrong with the Confederate 

battle plan, he rode to the right. He soon encountered Gen

eral Forrest and inquired, "Why did you not carry out the plan 

of attack?" 

61. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 252, 257-258, 266, 267, 
270, 271, 272-273, 274-275, 277; Reed, The 12th Iowa, 156-157; 
Bryner, Bugle Echoes, 132. 
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Forrest answered, because "Buford's right 'the Kentucky 

Brigade] had been rashly thrown forward and repulsed," and 

"in the exercise of my discretion I did not move Roddey for

ward, but I have moved him to the left, and formed a new line." 

"In doing as you did," Lee snapped, "you failed to carry 

out the plan of battle agreed on." As it was now too late to 

turn the tide of battle, Lee explained, he had ordered McCul-

loch to hold his ground and cover the withdrawal of the four 

62 
battered brigades—Crossland's, Mabry's, Bell's, and Rucker's. 

The Confederate leaders were delighted when the Federals 

failed to exploit the disaster. About 1 p.m. General Lee 

directed Forrest to recall his corps and take position at Mrs. 

Sample's. There Forrest redeployed Chalmers' and Buford's 

divisions, reinforced by Lyon's infantry division, into line 

of battle fronting several large cleared fields. Although the 

position selected was a formidable one, Forrest had his people 

strengthen it further by throwing up temporary breastworks of 

rails, logs, and cotton bales. With their artillery unlimbered 

and trained to command the approaches to Mrs. Sample's, the 

Confederate leaders "anxiously awaited" the Yankees. 

Crossland's brigade was detached and reinforced Roddey's 

division and Ferrell's Battery on the Tupelo-Verona road. This 

was done to prevent the foe from advancing on Okolona and 

62. Lee, "Battle of Tupelo," Publications, Vol. 6, 46-47. 
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stealing a march toward Columbus and the Black Prairie Region. 

In compliance with instructions from General Roddey, Crossland's 

Kentuckians established a roadblock, one and a half miles north 

of Verona.63 

A. J. Smith was a capable but overly cautious officer. 

After checking with his principal subordinates and learning 

that their men had been exhausted by the hard-marches and 

heat, and that rations were running short, he determined 

not to exploit the morning's success. Orders were issued for 

the troops to hold their ground and strengthen their positions 

in case the foe renewed the attack. 

The only action that occurred along the front defended 

by the bluecoated infantry during the afternoon was on the 

extreme left. Bouton's brigade on that flank found itself 

harassed by Roddey's sharpshooters ensconced in the woods 

to its front. To cope with this threat, Bouton twice took 

forward a section of Battery I, 2d U. S. Colored Artillery, 

and shelled the foe from the timber. Troopers of the 9th 

Illinois Cavalry, covering the ground to Bouton's left, were 

engaged in continuous skirmishing with combat patrols pushed 

forward by Roddey. About 5:30 Bouton reported that the Con-

63. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 322-323, 326-327, 331, 
336, 339, 343; Hancock, Diary, 428. Bell's brigade early in 
the afternoon was permitted to retire to Calhoun's Crossroads 
to draw forage and rations from the corps* trains. 

64. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 252. 
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federates were in force on the Verona road, and to cope with 

this threat A. J. Smith ordered Gilbert's brigade to that 

sector. Gilbert marched his troops cross-country and formed 

them on the left of Bouton's brigade, where they took position 

"behind the crest of a high hill, which commanded the whole 

field." Skirmishers were advanced and occupied the next ridge. 

No attack developing, Smith recalled Bouton's and Gil

bert's brigades. The brigade commanders, after detailing a 

strong force of skirmishers to hold the ground, assembled and 

marched their troops back to their camps, one-half mile to the 

rear. The messes were turned to preparing the evening's rations. 

The 9th Illinois Cavalry, except one battalion assigned to 

patrol in front of the infantry, rejoined Coon's brigade. 

Earlier in the day, there had been some activity south 

and east of Tupelo which caused General Grierson a few anxious 

moments, before he learned of their limited scope. Shortly 

after daybreak, Captain Tyler's combat patrol (which had spent 

the night at Verona) had advanced up the Tupelo road. Tyler 

was supported by Moreland's Alabama Cavalry Regiment of Roddey's 

65. Ibid., 286, 290, 291, 292, 317; Cowden, History of the 
59th U.S.C.T., 129. At 10:30 the 24th Missouri of Gilbert's 
brigade had been redeployed from its position in support of 
the 3d Indiana Battery and placed between Murray's and Wolfe's 
brigades, where it remained until 5:30 p.m. when it rejoined 
its parent unit. 

66. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 286, 293, 302, 317. 
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division. Two and one-half miles south of Tupelo, Union pickets 

were encountered. Quickly dismounting, the Rebels advanced 

on the double and drove the foe back one-half mile to Thomas' 

plantation, where his support was posted, a battalion of the 

9th Illinois. Alerted by the retreat of their comrades, the 

Yanks took cover in the buildings and behind fences. Tyler 

posted his men behind the crest of a hill within 300 yards of 

the buildings. A severe fire-fight ensued. Maj. J. N. George 

of Moreland's Regiment refused to come to the Kentuckians sup

port, and Tyler deemed it imprudent, because of the smallness 

of his command, to charge. 

Receiving a message from General Lee to watch the foe's 

movements, Tyler recalled his men and returned to Verona. He 

then crossed Oldtown Creek, and occupied the levee east of 

Tupelo. His men, taking advantage of the Federals' preoccupa

tion with Lee and Forrest, occupied all the bridges, except 

the one across the slough. Grierson, over-estimating the 

strength of Tyler's patrol, had the slough bridge burned, and 

deployed a strong force along its bank to prevent a dash into 

Tupelo by the Rebels. 

During the afternoon General Smith sought Grierson's help 

in ascertaining the foe's whereabouts. Grierson ordered out 

two battalions of cavalry, one each from the 3d and 4th Iowa, 

67. Ibid., 345. 
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under Maj. George Duffield. Duffield's column rode out the 

Pontotoc road, and, after a two mile advance, the bluecoats 

reined up their horses upon sighting Forrest's fortified posi

tion at Mrs. Sample's. While the Federals were deploying in

to line, they came under fire from one of the Rebel batteries, 

and an exploding shell wounded four troopers of the 3d Iowa. 

Duffield, having satisfied himself that the foe was present 

in force, returned to report what he had seen to General Smith. 

Before reaching Harrisburg, Duffield detached three companies 

of the 3d Iowa (D, L, and M) with orders to picket the Ponto

toc road and sound the alarm should the foe attempt a night 

attack. 

Lee and Forrest became impatient as the hours passed, 

and the Federals made no move to press their advantage. The 

Confederates' ire was aroused when the enemy at dark commenced 

burning Harrisburg. Chalmers now moved forward with McCulloch's 

brigade, some skirmishers of the 1st Mississippi Infantry, and 

one gun. He was to make a forced reconnaissance of the Union 

position flanking the Pontotoc road. Forrest at the same time 

rode out with Rucker's brigade (now led by Colonel Duckworth) 

to feel A. J. Smith's left. 

68. Ibid., 306, 309-310; Scott, Story of a Cavalry Regiment, 288. 

69. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 323, 327; Hancock, Diary, 
428; Lee, "Battle of Tupelo," Publications, Vol. 6, 48; Young, 
7th Tennessee Cavalry, 99. Harrisburg was already a dying town, 
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Chalmers* column found Woods' and Murray's brigades strongly 

posted on the ridge east of Harrisburg. The cannoneers threw 

their gun into battery, while the soldiers of the 1st Missis

sippi clashed with Union pickets. Taking advantage of the 

glow from the fires engulfing Harrisburg, the artillerists 

hurled a number of shells into the Union lines. 

Meanwhile, Forrest was leading Rucker's brigade on a 

march to the southeast. The Confederates gained the Union left. 

Here Duckworth, under Forrest's watchful eye, dismounted and 

deployed his brigade across the Tupelo-Verona road. At a word 

from Forrest, the brigade attacked and rolled back the picket 

line manned by Bouton's and Gilbert's brigades. At the first 

outcry, Bouton and Gilbert had the "long roll" beaten and 

their brigades turned out on the double. Wolfe's brigade, 

which had remained on the line, was waiting for the Confeder

ates. The 117th Illinois, Wolfe's left flank regiment, sent 

volley after volley crashing into the darkness. Bouton's blacks 

came up on the double with fixed bayonet, while Gilbert deployed 

his men on the run. Forrest recalled that the fire which these 

doomed by the railroad, as the business houses had been moved 
to Tupelo in 1860. The first settlement had been made in 1847 
by G. C. Thomason, who opened a store on land purchased from 
Judge W. R. Harris, a wealthy planter. By 1853 Harrisburg 
boasted three stores, a Methodist church, a Masonic Lodge, a 
blacksmith shop, and a school. A postoffice was established 
in 1851 with John Long as postmaster. Before the opening of 
the railroad to Tupelo in 1860, Harrisburg had a population 
of nearly 100. Franklin L. Riley, "Extinct Towns and Villages 
of Mississippi," Publications, Vol. 5, 351-352. 
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three brigades opened on us was "one of the h e a v i e s t . . . I have 

heard during the war. There was unceasing roar of small-arms, 

and h i s whole l i n e was l i gh ted up by a continuous stream of 

f i r e . " As the Federals were on a ridge and the Rebels in the 

hol lows, they made an error charac ter i s t i c of night act ions 

by shooting too high, and none of the men with Forrest were 

k i l l e d . 7 0 

Having s t i r r e d up the Yankees and made cer ta in there 

would be l i t t l e s l eep in t h e i r camps, Forrest reca l l ed Ruck-

e r ' s brigade and Chalmers. On returning to Mrs. Sample's, 

Forrest ordered Buford to turn out h i s d iv i s ion and ride to 

the right and reinforce Roddey's troops holding the Tupelo-

Verona road. B e l l ' s brigade accordingly marched from Palmetto 

Church to Dr. Calhoun's, where i t arrived short ly after day

break. Mabry's brigade remained where i t was, and a regiment, 

the 14th Confederate, was detached and advanced to harass 

the bluecoats in front of the f ire-blackened ruins marking the 

71 s i t e of Harrisburg. 

The Federal infantry, following Forres t ' s night attack, 

was not allowed t o return to i t s camps, and the army rested 

70. 0 . R., Ser ies I , Vol. 39, p t . 1, 281, 286, 295, 302, 323, 327; 
Hancock, Diary, 426-429; Young, 7th Tennessee Cavalry, 99; Cowden, 
History of the 59th U.S.C.T., 129-130. The Confederates drove 
back Bouton's and Gi lber t ' s picket l i n e s about 1,300 yards. 

71. 0 . R., Ser ies I , Vol. 39, p t . 1, 323, 331, 237, 350. 
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on its arras. Around the carap fires the talk was whether the 

next day, July 15, would bring another battle or find them in 

72 pursuit of the defeated Rebels. 

In the fight on July 14 there were seven mounted Confed

erate brigades on the field, and of these three were not 

closely engaged. Deducting horse-holders, the four brigades 

which assailed Smith's infantry in succession were able to 

field about 3,800 effectives, counting the supporting artillery. 

Their reported losses were 1,249 killed or wounded, with an

other 49 missing, or slighty over 34 percent. Few, if any, 

mounted commands suffered as frightful casualties during the 

war. Buford's division lost 22 officers killed and 104 wounded; 

131 enlisted men killed, 694 wounded, and 49 missing, for a 

total of 1,000 in the Tupelo Campaign. Most of these casual

ties were suffered on July 14. In seven of Buford's regiments, 

every field officer was a casualty. One command, the 2d Tennes

see, came out of the fight led by Lt. George Seay* The four 

brigades had gone into action piecemeal and had been slaugh

tered. Never again would these four units be capable of mount

ing an effective assault on a Union position—their combat ef-

73 
fectiveness had been destroyed. 

72. Ibid., 286, 295-296, 302,303; Scott, Story of a Cavalry 
Regiment, 288-289. 

73. Hancock, Diary, 434-435. 

125 



General Forrest, when he filed his "After Action Report" 

on August 1, made no apologies or explanation, beyond the 

statement that while he was positioning Roddey's division on 

the right, Crossland's Kentucky Brigade was "rashly precipi

tated forward." In Jordan and Pryor's account, which Forrest 

saw and approved, it was said: 

General Lee's orders really were that his centre 
should stand still, while the right (Roddey) should 
have time to swing around into a position as near 
to the enemy as that held by Buford, but from a mis
understanding, the Kentucky brigade prematurely be
gan the attack.74 

Stephen D. Lee, because of his departure to command a corps 

in the Army of Tennessee, made no "After Action Report." Thirty-

seven years later, after a distinguished career as an educator 

and leader of the United Confederate Veterans, he charged that 

General Forrest changed the battle plan by not ordering Roddey 

forward "at the signal agreed on." 

General Lee, he wrote, using the third person: 

moved to the right, to see what was the cause. He 
soon met Gen. Forrest, and said to him: "Why did 
you not carry out the plan of attack?" Forrest re
plied: "Buford's right had been rashly thrown for
ward and repulsed. In the exercise of my discretion 
I did not move Roddey forward, but I have moved him 
to the left, and formed a new line." Gen. Lee said: 
"In doing as you did, you failed to carry out the 
plan of battle agreed on."75 

74, Jordan & Pryor, Forrest and His Campaigns, 508. 

75. Lee, "Battle of Tupelo," Publications, Vol. 6, 45-47. 
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Forres t ' s surviving assoc ia tes took exception to Lee's 

statement. Interpreting h i s statements as an attack on the ir 

hero, they pointed out that no provision had been made for the 

discharge of a cannon to s ignal when the attack was to commence. 

Lee's t a c t i c s were l ikewise a s s a i l e d . Captain Morton, Forres t ' s 

chief of a r t i l l e r y , claimed that before the b a t t l e , he had 

urged Lee to permit him to mass h i s 20 guns on e i ther s ide of 

the Pontotoc road and hammer the Federal pos i t ions to the im

mediate front . Such a bombardment, he reasoned, would soften 

up t h i s sector of the l i n e and make i t vulnerable to attack. 

Lee vetoed h i s suggest ion, and the f i v e Confederate b a t t e r i e s 

were sca t tered .^ 0 

While the gr izz l ed veterans ba t t l ed away with pen and ink, 

i t should be observed that fr iendship between Forrest and Lee 

remained unbroken unt i l Forres t ' s death, for as Lee wrote of 

the mismanagement of the Confederate o f f i c er s on the f i e l d 

of Harrisburg, "I am sure he [Forrest] did the best as he saw 

77 i t . I am sure I did my best as I saw i t . " 

76. Morton, A r t i l l e r y of Nathan Bedford Forrest , 207-208. 

77. Henry,"First With the Most? 324. 
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THE TUPELO CAMPAIGN 

Chapter 5 

A. J. Smith Retires and the Fight at Oldtown Creek 

On the morning of July 15, 1864, General A. J. Smith re

ceived disturbing information from his chief of commissary. 

He was told that most of the hardtack had spoiled, and the army 

had on hand but one day's ration. The chief of ordnance had 

more bad news--after issuing all the reserve artillery ammuni

tion there were only about 100 rounds per gun. After evaluating 

the reports regarding the foe, in view of this intelligence, 

Smith determined that rather than attempt to force the Rebels 

into another engagement, he would return to Memphis. Orders 

were given for the infantry to hold its ground, while the 

wounded Confederates, along with 40 of the most seriously in

jured Federals, were transferred into Tupelo for hospitali

zation. Two surgeons, with medical supplies to last for ten 

days, were detailed to remain with the wounded, along with a 

number of enlisted men as male nurses. 

Orders in the meantime were given for General Grierson to 

put his cavalry in motion. Winslow's brigade was to execute 

a forced reconnaissance out the Pontotoc road to see if the 

1. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 251-252. The Confederates 
treated the men detailed as nurses as such, and when their ser
vices were no longer needed, they were permitted to travel to 
Vicksburg. Reed, The 12th Iowa, 158-159. 
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foe was s t i l l in pos i t ion at Mrs. Samples', and to bring off 

a cannon which had been disabled and abandoned the previous 

day by the Confederates. Coon's brigade took pos i t ion on the 

army's l e f t covering the Verona road. 

Advancing beyond the ruins of Harrisburg, Winslow*s 

troopers clashed with and drove in pickets from the 14th Con

federate . Winslow deployed the 3d Iowa and pressed to within 

s ight of the Rebel breastworks at Mrs. Samples', which were 

held by Mabry's brigade and Lyon's dismounted d i v i s i o n . After 

skirmishing for about two hours, Winslow, in obedience to or

ders from Grierson, reca l l ed h i s horseso ld iers and r e t i r e d 

into the l i n e s held by Smith's i n f a n t r y . 3 Shortly thereaf ter , 

word was rece ived that the Confederates were threatening the 

Union l e f t , and Winslow rode t o the southeast and reinforced 

Coon's br igade . 4 

Meanwhile, Smith had alerted h i s infantry commanders to 

have their troops and tra ins ready to move. Colonel Moore's 

d iv i s ion would take the lead. About noon, the Confederates 

having made no demonstration, Smith sent Moore orders to with

draw h i s troops , march into Tupelo, and turn h i s column into 

the Ellistown road. The d iv i s ion was to proceed "very s lowly, 

2 . 0 . R. t Ser ies I , Vol. 39, pt . 1, 251, 304, 306, 316, 317. 
When Coon's troopers took the f i e l d , the 2d Iowa was on the l e f t 
and the 9th I l l i n o i s on the r ight . 

3 . I b i d . , 306, 310, 312, 314; S c o t t , Story of a Cavalry Regiment, 289. 

4 . 0. R., Ser ies I , Vol. 39, p t . 1, 310, 314. 
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the train to follow with sick and wounded, protected well on 

the flanks by a brigade of cavalry and in the rear by the 

colored brigade." Except for suffering caused by the exces

sive heat, the Third Division's afternoon march from the bat

tlefield, through Tupelo, and out the Ellistown road was un

eventful. The troops, after crossing Oldtown Creek on a 

"rickety old bridge," halted and camped on the ridge beyond. 

Some of the soldiers of Gilbert's brigade located a mill along 

the stream, in which there was some freshly ground corn. This 

they took with them and the messes were soon busy preparing 

"hasty pudding." 

Prior to the withdrawal of the Third Division, Mower re

deployed his brigades. Woods' brigade was shifted to the left — 

the 12th and 35th Iowa occupied the ground south of the Ponto

toc road defended by Murray's troops on the previous day. The 

33d Missouri and the 7th Minnesota relieved those two regiments, 

while Ward's brigade extended to the left to occupy the breast

works erected by the 35th Iowa and the right battalion of the 

33d Missouri. McClure's and McMillen's brigades were tapped 

for duty as a ready reserve. 

5. Ibid., 253. 

6. Ibid., 281, 287, 290, 292, 293; Scott, Story of the 32d 
Iowa, 293. 

7. O. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 259, 266, 269, 270, 271, 
273, 275, 277. 
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Both Generals Lee and Forrest believed in attack, and, 

despite the drubbing four of their brigades had taken in the 

battle of Tupelo on the 14th, they had their troops in motion 

early the next morning, as they probed for a weak point in the 

foe's position. Chalmers, as soon as Winslow's bluecoats 

started to pull back, ordered McCulloch's brigade into the sad

dle. Reaching the ridge overlooking Harrisburg Branch, the 

Rebels saw that the Union infantry was still on the field. 

Chalmers then moved toward the northeast to see if he could 

pinpoint Smith's right flank. Brushing aside Union patrols, 

Chalmers was able to gain a position from where he could see 

the Ellistown road, and he observed Moore's column en route 

to Oldtown Creek. Accompanied by McCulloch's people, Chalmers 

rejoined General Lee on the Pontotoc road and reported what he 

had seen. 

General Lee, in the meantime, had voiced fears that the 

foe, emboldened by his victory of yesterday, would strike 

southward, and lay waste the ripening crops of the Black Prai

rie Region. He had accordingly massed most of Forrest's 

corps, except for the units holding the breastworks at Mrs. 

Sample's, across the Tupelo-Verona road, three miles north of 

the latter point. There being no indication that the Yankees 

planned to exploit their success, General Forrest ordered Buford 

8. Ibid., 327. 

132 



to advance up the Verona road and assail Smith's left. Bu-

ford moved forward, and, when within two and one-half miles 

of Tupelo, he dismounted and deployed his three brigades— 

Bell to the left, Crossland in the center, and Rucker on the 

right. 

About the hour that Buford left Calhoun's, Colonel Bou-

ton, whose brigade was to follow the Third Division and guard 

the train, had recalled his troops and formed them in the hol

low where the supply wagons were corralled. The line formerly 

held by his brigade and Gilbert's was now the responsibility 

of the cavalry. 

The wagons, Battery I, and the 59th U. S. Colored Troops 

had moved out, and the 61st had j'ust fallen in, when Buford's 

people assailed the line of outposts defended by Grierson's 

horsesoldiers. While Forrest watched, Buford's three brigades 

bore back, for a least a mile, the picket line manned by the 

9th Illinois and 10th Missouri Cavalry, reinforced by skir

mishers of the 93d Indiana. 

General Mower, who was supervising the Union withdrawal, 

sent word for Bouton to recall the 61st U. S. C. T, and hold 

it and the 68th ready "to meet any movements of the enemy." 

Colonel McClure occupied with his brigade the breastworks to 

9. Ibid., 323, 331, 337, 343; Hancock, Diary, 431; Lee, "Battle 
of Tupelo," Publications, Vol. 6, 48-49. Crossland's brigade 
was to the west of the Verona road and Rucker's to the east. 
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the left of Woods' people. To cover his left and establish 

contact with the cavalry, McClure deployed the 9th Minnesota 

to his left and rear. One section of the 2d Iowa Battery came 

pounding up, and the redlegs put their guns into battery along 

McClure's left, and in support of Cram's section of Battery 

E, 1st Illinois Light Artillery. Thus, by the time Buford's 

skirmishers had gained the ridge held by Bouton on the 14th, 

the Federals had massed a formidable force to meet his thrust. 

Colonel Bouton had formed the 61st and the 68th 

U. S„ C. T. in line of battle. Advancing through a belt of 

timber, the blacks, on emerging from its southern verge, sighted 

Buford's division. Bouton called for his Negroes to charge 

the Rebels with bayonets. The 61st U. S, C. T. and a bat

talion of the 68th let go a shout for the Union, and surged 

forward. The black brigade was supported on the left by the 

9th Illinois Cavalry and on the right by the 9th Minnesota of 

McClure's brigade and the 97th Indiana of McMillen's. The 

cannoneers of sections of the 2d Iowa and Battery E hammered 

Buford's line with shell. The heat, which was oppressive, had 

felled a number of the Confederates as they drove back the cav

alry. Buford recalled that at least 80 men were carried to 

the rear with heat exhaustion. The skirmishers, screening 

10. Hancock, Diary, 431; 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 253, 
258, 259, 262, 266, 267, 278, 303, 314, 317, 323; Cowden, History 
of the 59th U. S. C. T., 130. 
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Buford's battle line, were driven from their position on the 

ridge. Bouton's soldiers followed them about 800 yards, but 

the pursuit was called off before contact was established with 

Buford's battle line. The Federals, having cleared the sec

tor to their immediate front, retired to a ridge near the tim-

ber.11 

Meanwhile, General Lyon had advanced his dismounted divi

sion spearheaded by skirmishers of the 14th Confederate, to 

probe the Union defenses flanking the Pontotoc road. The Con

federates debouched from the woods, crossed Harrisburg Branch, 

and cautiously felt their way up the opposite slope. Mower, 

hoping to punish the Rebels, cautioned Woods and Ward to have 

their men stay concealed behind the breastworks until the foe 

approached within 50 yards. Lyon sensed a trap, however. He 

halted his troops about 200 yards away, where they took cover 

and opened fire. The Federals, who had previously fixed bay

onets, lay down until it became apparent that the butternuts 

were not going to come any closer. Mower now ordered a charge, 

and Woods' men leaped to their feet, vaulted the barricades, 

and raced toward the foe. Lyon's people and the 14th Confed

erate took to their heels. With their headstart, the Rebels 

were able to outdistance Woods' panting soldiers. After pur

suing the foe about one-half mile, Woods called a halt. Each 

11. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 253, 262-263, 267, 303, 
317, 323, 331-332, 337, 345, 347-348. 
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regiment in the brigade then deployed two companies as s k i r 

mishers, and Woods, having cleared the area to h i s immediate 
12 front , marched h i s troops back past the ruins of Harrisburg. 

The Confederates who had been threatening h i s l e f t and 

center having been repulsed, Mower now assembled h i s divison 

and moved out to overtake the Third Divis ion. Bouton's b r i 

gade preceded Mower's d i v i s i o n , while Winslow's horseso ld iers , 

reinforced by the 9th I l l i n o i s Cavalry, screened the column's 

rear as i t passed through Tupelo and tramped northwestward up 

the Ell istown road. General Grierson, as i t was the place of 

13 danger, rode with the rear guard. 

As soon as General Forrest learned that Chalmers had 

s ighted an enemy column marching up the Ell istown road toward 

Oldtown Creek, he concluded, correc t ly , that A. J . Smith had 

had enough and was re t i r ing on the rai lhead at La Grange. 

Call ing for Roddey, Forrest rode for Harrisburg. He reached 

there jus t as the cavalry, which was screening Mower's rear, 

was moving out . Roddey's lead regiment, the 5th Alabama Cav

alry , was thrown forward, but i t was unable to stampede the 

12. I b i d . , 258, 269, 270, 271, 275, 350, 351; Reed, The 12th 
Iowa, 160. In t h i s ac t ion , Woods' brigade l o s t four k i l l e d 
and 31 wounded, bes ides a number of men f e l l e d by sunstroke. 

13. 0 . R., Ser ies I , Vol. 39, p t . 1, 258, 259, 304, 306, 310, 
312, 314, 316, 317, 319. When Mower's d iv i s ion moved out, 
McMillen's brigade was the l a s t infantry unit to leave the bat
t l e f i e l d . The 7th Kansas Cavalry had marched with the Third 
Divis ion, serving as the army's vanguard. 
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9th I l l i n o i s . General Buford now came up with C r o s s l a n d ' s 

and B e l l ' s b r i g a d e s , and R i c e ' s Ba t t e ry , and he was ordered 

by F o r r e s t " t o p r e s s forward in the d i r e c t i o n of Tupelo, and 

engage the enemy t h e r e , i f he s t i l l occupied the p l a c e . " 

Meanwhile, General Lee had placed Fo r r e s t in charge of the 

p u r s u i t . Fo r r e s t now ordered Mabry's br igade t o e s t a b l i s h a 

roadblock on the C h e s t e r v i l l e road. Chalmers was t o follow 

Buford with McCulloch's b r i g a d e . 1 

For re s t i n s t r u c t e d Buford and Chalmers t o tu rn t h e i r 

columns i n t o the Har r i sburg-El l i s town road, which i n t e r s e c t e d 

the r o u t e along which the Federa l s were marching, one mile 

south of Oldtown Creek. F o r r e s t and Lee then rode i n t o Tu

p e l o . There they found seve ra l of the houses burned, and 

t h e r e s t tu rned i n t o f i e l d h o s p i t a l s . The wounded, Yank and 

Reb, were tended by men d e t a i l e d for t h a t purpose by A. J . 

Smi th ' s b r igade commanders. Even so, the wounds of many of 

the men were a l ready fly-blown and f i l l e d with maggots. 

After Generals Lee and For re s t had canvassed the s i t u 

a t i o n , F o r r e s t , accompanied by h i s e s c o r t , s t a r t e d up the 

El l is town road . Three mi les from Tupelo, he "heard heavy 

a r t i l l e r y f i r i n g " to h i s f r o n t . The genera l touched h i s spurs 

t o h i s h o r s e ' s f l ank and the g a i t quickened. As he approached 

14. I b i d . , 323, 327, 332, 337, 348, 350; Hancock, Diary, 4 3 1 -
432; Lee, "Ba t t l e of Tupelo ," P u b l i c a t i o n s , Vol. 6, 48-49; H i s 
to ry of the 9th I l l i n o i s Caval ry , 121-122. 
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Oldtown Creek, he saw tha t Buford and Chalmers had overtaken 

the foe and were h o t l y engaged. 

When the lead br igade of Mower's d i v i s i o n reached Oldtown 

Creek, hard on the hee l s of Bouton's b r i g a d e , i t was ordered 

to c r o s s t he s t ream, pass beyond the camps of t he Third Div

i s i o n , and take p o s i t i o n in f r o n t . I t would then be prepared 

t o take the advance i n the morning. J u s t as the r e a r b r igade , 

McMillen 's , had c rossed the s tream, Buford 's column a t tacked 

the Union c a v a l r y . 

General Gr ierson had not been informed of A. J . Smi th ' s 

plan t o spend t h e n ight of Ju ly 15 on Oldtown Creek, so he was 

s u r p r i s e d when he came down i n t o t he bottom and found t h e t r a i n 

c o r r a l l e d . This was unfor tuna te for the F e d e r a l s , because Bu

ford ' s d i v i s i o n was able t o occupy ground commanding the b o t 

tom and the c r o s s i n g . R i c e ' s cannoneers threw t h e i r four 6 -

pounders i n t o b a t t e r y and s h e l l e d the c o r r a l and c r o s s i n g , 

while C r o s s l a n d ' s and B e l l ' s b r igades were dismounted and 

formed i n t o l i n e of b a t t l e - - B e l l ' s t o the r i g h t of the road 

and C r o s s l a n d ' s t o t he l e f t . 

15. 0 . R. , S e r i e s I , Vol. 39, p t , 1, 323; Wyeth, Life of N. B. 
F o r r e s t , 454; Hancock, Diary, 432. 

16. O. R. , S e r i e s I , Vol. 39, p t . 1, 253, 305, 337, 340, 343, 
348; Hancock, Diary, 432, The two b r igades with Buford numbered 
about 1,000 e f f e c t i v e s . B e l l ' s b r igade had the l ead as Bu
fo rd ' s d i v i s i o n advanced up the road from Har r i sburg . From 
l e f t t o r i g h t B e l l ' s b r igade was deployed; the 2d, 15th, 16th, 
and Newsom's r eg iments . 
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Spearheaded by the 16th Tennessee, the Rebels charged the 

Union cavalry. Winslow quickly dismounted and deployed the 3d 

and 4th Iowa to receive Bell's charge. General Smith, seeing 

that the horsesoldiers were in trouble, called on Mower and 

Moore for help. Mower shouted for McMillen to recross Oldtown 

Creek, while Colonel Moore ordered first Gilbert's brigade 

and then Wolfe's to Winslow's assistance. 

If the Confederates had attacked in greater strength, the 

Federals might have been in serious trouble, for as McMillen 

countermarched his people across Oldtown Creek, he was delayed 

by Union cavalry falling back in confusion. Troopers of the 

4th Iowa were heard to cry in despair that "they did not fight 

on foot." Once on the south side of the stream, McMillen placed 

his soldiers to the right of the road, as the cannoneers of 

17 
Battery E unlimbered their two guns. Gilbert, upon receipt 

of orders to march to the cavalry's support, turned out his 

brigade and deployed it to the right of the 33d Wisconsin. 

The regimental historian of the 32d Iowa recalled that at the 

moment Rice's guns roared into action Maj". Jonathan Hutchinson and 

Adj*. W. L. Carpenter had tied their horses to a small tree j'ust 

behind the gun stacks. A shell struck the tree, and, exploding, 

17. O. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 253, 258, 260, 261, 263, 
264. From left to right McMillen deployed his brigade: the 
114th Illinois, the 93d Indiana, and the 95th and 72d Ohio. 
The 10th Minnesota did not recross Oldtown Creek in time to 
participate in the engagement. 
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one fragment just missed one of the Iowans. Major Hutchinson 

called, "Thirty-second into line! Quick! Quick!" The bri

gade, on forming, found itself in a cornfield south of the 

road. Only two of Gilbert's regiments, the 14th and 27th Iowa, 

were in position, when he was told to recross Oldtown Creek. 

Covered by a strong skirmish line, Gilbert's people moved out 

on the double, supported on the right by two dismounted bat

talions of the 9th Illinois Cavalry. A fence was climbed, a 

waist-deep stream was waded, an underbrush-choked island 

crossed, and a second channel forded. Pushing on, Gilbert's 

brigade passed through a skirt of woods and entered a large 

cornfield. On the opposite side was a "rebel line, which with 

its battle-flags waving in the sunlight, was boldly and firmly 

advancing." 

Gilbert's brigade on reaching the cornfield was deployed 

from right to left: the 32d, 14th, and 27th Iowa. The 24th 

Missouri became separated from the brigade on crossing Oldtown 

Creek and did not participate in the engagement. As soon as 

Gilbert's brigade had taken position west of the road, McMil-

len prepared to assail the Rebels to his front. 

Although Crossland and Bell had been able to deploy only 

1,000 men between them, Buford's spirits soared as he watched 

them roll back Grierson's horsesoldiers<> With his glasses he 

18. Ibid., 281, 287, 290, 292, 293; Scott, Story of the 32d Iowa, 
293. 
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could see that Rice's artillerists had thrown the wagon corral, 

on the far side of the creek, into confusion. Many of the team

sters had panicked. Union resistance stiffened as McMillen's 

and Gilbert's infantry recrossed Oldtown Creek and entered the 

fight. On the left, as his brigade moved against Gilbert's bat

tle line, Crossland was wounded and compelled to retire from the 

field. Command of the Kentucky Brigade devolved on Lt. Col. A. R. 

Shacklett of the 8th Kentucky Mounted Infantry. Casualties among 

the Confederates were heavy, as they advanced on and were repulsed 

by Union footsoldiers, supported by dismounted troops of the 3d 

and 4th Iowa Cavalry and 9th Illinois Cavalry. 

Seizing the initiative, the bluecoats counter-attacked and 

beat back the foe. Buford was preparing to abandon his position 

on the ridge overlooking Oldtown Creek, when Chalmers rode up at 

the head of McCulloch's brigade. In an effort to stabilize the 

situation, Chalmers committed each regiment as it trotted up, 

rather than sending in the entire brigade. This was poor tactics 

and Chalmers knew it. As to be expected, each unit in turn was 

repulsed and beaten back in confusion. 

General Forrest now galloped up and told Chalmers to employ 

McCulloch's brigade in support of Rice's battery. Chalmers 

placed himself at the head of Forrest's Alabama Cavalry Regiment 

and rode to the left to oppose Gilbert's surge. General Forrest 

followed, and as he did he received a painful wound in the right 

big toe, which incapacitated him. An aide was sent to 

tell Chalmers to take charge and withdraw the troops, 

while a staff officer headed for Tupelo to advise General Lee 
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19 

of what had happened. 

Chalmers assumed command at a most inausp ic ious moment. 

The t i d e had t u rned , and along the e n t i r e f ron t h i s people 

were being ha rd -p res sed . Colonel McCulloch was cut down, with 

a wound in the shoulder . Orders were now i ssued by Chalmers 

for Buford t o re-form h i s d i v i s i o n . He rece ived an answer 

t h a t i t was imposs ib le . This order was r epea t ed , and Chalmers 

was t o l d t h a t Buford had r a l l i e d t h r e e companies. There was 

nothing he could do but withdraw R i c e ' s Ba t te ry and abandon 

the r idge overlooking Oldtown Creek. McCulloch's t r oope r s 

were remounted and screened the r e t r e a t , a f t e r which a road-
20 

block was e s t a b l i s h e d about 400 yards t o the r e a r . 

The t o r r i d weather and the Confederates f e l l e d a number 

of Federa l s as they advanced and occupied the r i d g e . Union 

p l ans d id not c a l l for a resumption of the o f fens ive , so 

G i l b e r t and McMillen h a l t e d t h e i r b a t t l e l i n e s and pushed 

forward sk i rmishers on d i s lodg ing the Rebels . Mower's d i v i 

sion was t o have the lead on the 16th , consequent ly , McMillen's 

br igade was r e c a l l e d . I t was r ep laced south of the stream by 

Wolfe 's b r igade of Moore's d i v i s i o n . On c ros s ing Oldtown Creek, 

Wolfe posted h i s br igade on G i l b e r t ' s r i g h t . G i l b e r t , on t he 

19. 0 . R. , S e r i e s I , Vol. 39, p t , 1, 323-324, 327, 332, 337, 340, 
341, 343-344, 348; Hancock, Diary, 432-433; Lee, "Ba t t l e of Tu
p e l o , " P u b l i c a t i o n s , Vol . 6, 49. 

20. 0 . R. , S e r i e s I , Vol. 39, p t . 1, 327, 332. 
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r e c a l l of McMillen and p r i o r t o Wolfe 's a r r i v a l , had s h i f t e d 

h i s br igade t o the l e f t , anchoring i t s r ight f lank on the E l -
21 

l i s town road . The c a v a l r y , l i k e McMillen, crossed Oldtown 
9 0 

Creek and bivouacked." 

When the Federals failed to exploit their success, Chal

mers ordered McCulloch's brigade to return to its camp at 

Mrs. Sample's, while he went in search of General Lee. He 

found Lee, who was determined to hold the ground, striving 

to re-form Buford's division. Buford was told to deploy his 

brigades to the left and right of the Ellistown road and be 

ready to harass the foe in the morning. Buford, however, was 

unable to collect sufficient men to discharge this mission, 

and McCulloch's brigade had to be recalled. Buford's troopers 

then rode back to their camp, on a small stream two miles 
23 

from the scene of the fight. 

In the Confederate camps there were rumors that Forrest 

had been killed. As to be expected, this caused much appre

hension. This was reported to Forrest, who had been taken to 

a Tupelo field hospital, where the hemorrhage was arrested 

21. Ibid., 258, 260, 263, 287, 296. In gaining this ridge, 
Gilbert's troops had fought their way across a large cornfield, 
up a grade, across a fence, and through "the broken timber to 
the crest of the hill." Ibid., 287. 

22. Ibid., 306, 311, 314, 316, 318; Scott, Story of a Cavalry 
Regiment, 290. 

23. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 327-328, 332, 344; Hancock, 
Diary. 433; Lee, "Battle of Tupelo," Publications, Vol. 6, 49-50. 
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and the wound dressed. To disprove the rumor, he mounted his 

horse, and "without even taking time to put on his coat, rode 

in his shirt-sleeves at a gallop along the line of troopers, 

cheering them not only by his presence, but with encouraging 

words, assuring them that it was only a slight flesh wound, 

and he was still able and ready to lead them." One of the 

soldiers recalled, "The effect produced upon the men by the 

appearance of General Forrest is indescribable. They seem 

wild with joy at seeing their great leader still with them."24 

Captain Tyler and his men, during the day, had continued 

to operate east of Tupelo. At 3 p.m. Tyler learned from his 

scouts that Smith's columns were retreating via the Ellistown 

road. In hopes of delaying the Federals, Tyler assembled 

his combat patrol, and, swinging well to the east of Oldtown 

Creek, establish a roadblock at the Yonaba Creek bridge.25 

General Smith had his army on the road by sun-up. Mow

er's division on July 16 had the lead. Despite their proximity 

to Rebel outposts, Wolfe and Gilbert experienced no difficulty 

in withdrawing across Oldtown Creek, where they rejoined the 

Third Division. Winslow's mounted brigade, reinforced by the 

7th Kansas Cavalry, shielded the rear of the column as it marched 

along under a hot Mississippi sun. Since there was a good 

24. Wyeth, Life of General N. B. Forrest, 454-455. 

25. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 345. 
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supply of water available, A. J. Smith determined to halt and 

spend the night at Ellistown. Most of the troops had fallen 

out and started preparing their evening rations, when the boom 

of a cannon was heard. 

As the horses and men were exhausted, while the fright

ful casualties of the 14th had sapped the corps' effectiveness, 

General Lee determined not to follow the foe any farther in 

force. General Chalmers was directed to pursue and harass the 

retreating Federals with Roddey's division and Rucker's brigade. 

The Confederate vanguard soon came up with the 7th Kansas Cav

alry, which was screening the rear of Smith's column. The Rebels, 

having been badly hurt in the fighting of the three previous 

days, did not press the bluecoats hard and only a few shots, 

at extreme ranges, were exchanged. When Smith halted at Ellis-

town, Company A, 3d Iowa Cavalry, was assigned to picket the 

Tupelo road. Soon after the Iowans took position, the butter

nuts became bolder, and the officer in charge of the outposts 

called for help. Grierson turned out the 7th Kansas Cavalry, 

and Colonel Moore counter-marched Wolfe's brigade and Battery 

G's guns. The redlegs unlimbered their guns, and fired a few 

rounds, while the horsesoldiers pressed the Confederates. Seeing 

26. Ibid., 253, 294, 296, 303, 306, 311, 314, 316, 319; Scott, 
Story of the 32d Iowa, 294. 
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that he was badly outnumbered, Chalmers recalled his vanguard 

and camped. 

Chalmers, assuming that the Yanks would cross the Talla

hatchie at Kelly's Mill, now ordered Roddey's division to in

tercept them there. He would follow with Rucker's brigade 

and harass Smith's rearguard. A. J. Smith was cagy. On the 

17th he turned his columns into the New Albany road and crossed 

the Tallahatchie at New Albany, rather than at Kelly's Mill, 

where Roddey was waiting. During the morning's march, Rucker's 

people clashed on several occasions with the Union rearguard, 

Coon's brigade. Chalmers by noon saw that he had been hood

winked. He therefore called off the pursuit and returned to 

Harrisburg with Rucker's brigade. An aide was sent galloping 

to tell Roddey that the foe had given them the slip, and with 

orders for him to recall his division and march to Tupelo. 

Captain Tyler and his combat patrol had also failed to estab-

pQ 

lish contact with the bluecoats. 

27. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 296, 306, 311, 319, 328; 
Scott, Story of a Cavalry Regiment, 290; Scott, Story of the 32d 
Iowaf 294; Hancock, Diary, 433-434. When the artillery went 
into action, Smith's infantry commanders called out their men 
and formed them into line of battle. Here they stood until 
Chalmers retired. 

28. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 253, 328, 345; Young, The 
7th Tennessee Cavalry, 99-100. On the 16th Tyler had discovered 
that the Federals were on the Ellistown road, so he had abandoned 
his roadblock at the crossing of the Yonaba and had taken position 
on the Ellistown-Ripley road. When he learned on the 17th that 
the Federals were en route for New Albany, he took cognizance of 
the jaded condition of the horses and returned to Harrisburg. 
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The Federals spent the night of July 17 in and around 

New Albany, with Winslow's brigade camped four miles northwest 

of town on the Holly Springs road. On the 18th Smith marched 

to Vaughan's Ford on Tippah River, and encamped. The next 

evening found him at Salem, and on July 20 the advance reached 

La Grange about noon. Mower's and Moore's infantry divisions 

halted at Davis1 Mill. The footsoldiers marched to the rail-

29 head the next day. 

The return march in the terrible heat, along dusty roads, 

with the soldiers on half-rations, and water scarce was a 

trying ordeal that tested the soldiers' zeal and patriotism. 

Many of the horses broke down, and Grierson's troopers spent 

as much time in search of forage as they did scouting and 

patrolling. At Salem on the evening of the 19th, the Yanks 

were delighted to find a supply train sent by General Hatch 

which alleviated much of the suffering. 

Smith now broke up his force. The infantry was "given 

another free ride on box cars into Memphis," and by nightfall 

on July 23 the soldiers were back in the camps they had occu

pied prior to the Tupelo Campaign. Grierson's horsesoldiers 

29. 0. R.t Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 253, 303, 306, 316. 

30. Ibid., 253; Scott, Story of a Cavalry Regiment, 290-291; 
Scott, Story of the 32d Iowa, 294; Cowden, History of the 59th 
U. S. C. T., 130; Bryner, Bugle Echoes, 133. 
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and the train returned to Memphis by way of the State Line 

n i 31 Road. 

Like most Civil War operations, the Tupelo Campaign did 

not result in the destruction of either contending army. This 

enabled the veterans of the campaign and the arm chair generals 

of the twentieth century to argue as to the ultimate victor. The 

Confederates admitted, while they had suffered a bloody repulse 

on the morning of July 14, General A. J. Smith had abandoned 

the field the next day. This, they claimed, showed that Smith 

"in being so remote from succor" and his base of supplies, did 

not "feel the sense of security which usually belongs to the 

victor." 

Forrest's friends and biographers have held that even if 

the battle at Harrisburg on the 14th was a victory for A. J. 

Smith, it could not in fairness be considered a defeat of For

rest. 

The author cannot agree with the conclusions advanced by 

Forrest's biographers and many of today's historians that the 

Tupelo Campaign was a stand-off and of no significance. We 

must recall that A. J. Smith's mission was to keep Forrest's 

corps from wrecking the single track railroad over which Gen

eral Sherman supplied his "Army Group" in northwest Georgia , 

31. Reed, The 12th Iowa, 166; Scott, Story of the 32d Iowa, 
294; Bryner, Bugle Echoes, 134. 

148 



and to destroy Forrest's command as an effective combat unit. 

He would also have to move cautiously to keep Forrest from 

turning the tables on him, as he had on Sooy Smith in February 

and Sturgis in June. Smith accordingly advanced with his army 

well-closed up and prepared to deploy on short notice. 

General Lee, stung by the amphibious thrust into Jefferson 

and Claiborne counties, Slocum's advance to Jackson, and the 

threat to Mobile, was unable to concentrate his maximum avail

able force against A. J. Smith. Because of vigorous opposition 

by the governors of Mississippi and Alabama, it was impossible 

for Lee to abandon additional territory to increase further 

Forrest's striking force. Moreover, the pressure exerted on 

these points compelled Lee to abandon the plan to let the Fed

erals attack Forrest's corps in a fortified position near Oko-

lona, and take advantage of the anticipated repulse to seize 

the initiative. The confusion brought about by the unexpected 

change in plans enabled A. J. Smith on the 13th to steal a 

march on Forrest. Smith took advantage of this situation to 

occupy a strong position, of his choosing, on the ridge east 

of Harrisburg. The pressure exerted by Slocum and the threat 

to Mobile forced General Lee's hand and he ordered an attack. 

In the fight on the 14th, four of Forrest's seven mounted bri

gades were so terribly mauled that their combat effectiveness 

was destroyed. 

A. J. Smith now became overly cautious. He failed to 

149 



follow up the Confederate repulse with a savage counterattack, 

which might have annihilated Forrest's corps. Once before, 

at Champion Hill on May 16, 1863, he had failed to attack, when 

the opportunity was ripe and the chance for destroying Lt. 

Gen. John C. Pemberton's army had presented itself. 

On July 15 the Federals, their supplies running short, 

abandoned their position at Harrisburg and started for Memphis. 

The Confederates pursued, overtook Smith's rearguard at Old-

town Creek, and suffered a repulse. A conversation that took 

place that evening illustrates the condition of at least one 

of Forrest's divisions at that time: 

General Forrest̂  -'General Buford, move your division." 
General Buford -"I have no division, General Forrest." 
G. F. -"Where is your division?" 
G. B. -"They are dead and wounded."22 

To the critical observer it is apparent that A. J. Smith 

and to a lesser extent Sturgis accomplished their missions. 

Forrest's corps, the one cavalry force Sherman feared, was 

kept in northeast Mississippi in June and July and off the 

railroad over which his "Array Group" was supplied. If the 

railroad had been cut and put out of action for a week, or 

ten days, during this period it would have been disastrous 

for the Union. The combat effectiveness of Forrest's corps 

was destroyed in the period of July 13-15. While Forrest 

32. Hancock, Diary, 435. 
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would rally his force and make a number of daring raids, never 

again would his corps be able to stand and fight Union infantry. 

General Sherman, however, did not realize this at the time, so 

he ordered A. J. Smith, on his return to Memphis, to make another 

attempt to get Forrest. 

The body count has always been important in wars in which 

western nations are involved. On returning to Memphis, A. J. 

Smith listed his casualties in the campaign as: 77 killed, 

559 wounded, and 38 captured. He reported 3,000 Confederate 

casualties, 1,800 on July 14. General Forrest announced his 

losses as 210 killed and 1,116 wounded. No mention was made 

33 
of captured or missing. 

33. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 252, 256, 324. 
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THE TUPELO CAMPAIGN 

Chapter 6 

General Slocum Goes to Jackson 

General Washburn knew that Maj. Gen. Edward R. S. Can-

by, the commander of the Union forces operating in Louisiana, 

would be interested in Sturgis' Erices Crossroads debacle. 

Meanwhile, word had reached Memphis from Canby's New Orleans 

headquarters that it was feared the Trans-Mississippi Confed

erates were massing columns to send against the blueclad forces 

of Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele guarding the approaches to Little 

Rock and Pine Bluff, Arkansas. This information, coupled with 

Sturgis1 rout, caused Washburn to question the wisdom of or

ders alerting A. J. Smith and his troops to hold themselves 

ready to proceed to New Orleans, to join the array Canby was 

massing to attack Mobile. Washburn accordingly on June 12, 

1864, forwarded a dispatch to Canby's headquarters, telling 

of Sturgis* defeat. 

It took the steamboat with Washburn's message four days 

to make the run from Memphis to New Orleans. After studying 

his maps and discussing the situation with his staff, General 

Canby on the 16th determined to apply pressure on the Missis-

1. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 2, 107. General Canby was 
in charge of the Military Division of West Mississippi, which 
included the Departments of the Gulf and of Arkansas. General 
Steele commanded the Department of Arkansas. 
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s ipp i Confederates t o keep the "Devil F o r r e s t " pinned down and 

prevent him from s t r i k i n g at t he r a i l r o a d s over which General 

Sherman's "Army Group" rece ived i t s supp l i e s and re in forcements . 

Orders were d r a f t ed for Maj. Gen. Henry W. Slocura, the comman

der at Vicksburg, t o hold 2,000 f o o t s o l d i e r s ready for s e rv ice 

in the f i e l d . This force was t o be prepared to move t o New 

Orleans to j o i n t he army Canby was organiz ing t o send aga ins t 

Mobile. Al l cava l ry was t o be ready for "a r a p i d movement 

i n to t he i n t e r i o r of the S t a t e . " This t h r u s t was t o be made 

in "concer t with other o p e r a t i o n s , and the t ime , r o u t e , and 

o 
objec t of the movement" was to be determined by Canby. Wash-

3 
burn was notxfxed of these p l a n s . 

On June 20, s i x days before he l ea rned of Canby*s p l a n s , 

General Washburn wrote the New Orleans commander, d e t a i l i n g 

h i s p l ans t o send A. J . Smith with 9,000 in fan t ry and 3,000 

caval ry to maul F o r r e s t . I t would be a number of days, he 

cau t ioned , before the bu i ld -up a t La Grange would be completed 

and Smith able t o leave t he r a i l r o a d . By then , t he wily For

r e s t would have learned from h i s scouts of what was a foo t . 

Reports had reached Memphis, which subsequently proved unfounded, 

t h a t Fo r re s t was concen t r a t i ng h i s corps north of Grenada. 

2 . I b i d . , 126. General Slocum had assumed command of the 
D i s t r i c t of Vicksburg on May 6, 1864. 

3 . I b i d . , 125. Washburn d id not l e a r n of Canby's ac t ions 
u n t i l June 26. 
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Washburn, although he was j'unior to Canby , suggested that 

Canby might be able to capture Mobile, while A. J. Smith kept 

Forrest occupied in northern Mississippi. Ten thousand troops 

from New Orleans, if they moved promptly, could make an amphi

bious landing at Pascagoula, and pressing on seize Mobile, be

fore the Rebels could concentrate in sufficient force to oppose 

4 
the thrust. 

Meanwhile, General Slocum at Vicksburg had received Can-

by' s order to hold 2,000 infantry ready for immediate service. 

On June 22 Slocum contacted Brig. Gen. John P. Hawkins, the 

commander of the 1st Colored Division. Hawkins was told to 

hold a force of that number in readiness. "The time and ob-

j*ect of the expedition" would be made known to him, as soon 

as Slocum and Washburn had coordinated their plans for a j'oint 

operation. 

One of the great problems confronting Civil War officers 

was communications. On June 27 Washburn telegraphed General 

Sherman, complaining that Slocum had failed to acknowledge a 

request made ten days before. According to Washburn, he had 

asked Slocum to send a column from Vicksburg "to make a diver-

son in favor of A. J. Smith, and break up the Mississippi Cen

tral Railroad."0 Now, Washburn continued, orders had been 

4. Ibid., 131. 

5. Ibid., 140. Two of Hawkins' four brigades were camped in and 
around Vicksburg. Ibid., 69. 

6. An examination of the Official Records and documents on file 
at the National Archives has failed to turn up a copy of the dis
patch to which Washburn refers. 
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issued to Col. Joseph Karge to embark his cavalry brigade on 

boats and to proceed from Memphis to Vicksburg. After going ashore 

at the "Hill City," Karge's column was to make a dash for the 

Mobile & Ohio Railroad, and, if possible, wreck it from Macon 

to Meridian. The Union troopers also were to cut the Missis

sippi Central Railroad. Karge would ask Slocum to reinforce 

his brigade before it left Vicksburg. Washburn theorized that 

if Karge were successful, Forrest would be unable to rush 

troops to the defense of Mobile or to supply his corps through 

7 
Meridian. 

Unknown to Washburn, General Canby on June 27 was writing 

General Sherman of the steps he had taken to insure Forrest's 

downfall. Orders had been issued placing under Washburn's con

trol the militia units from the states of the "Old Northwest" 

previously alerted to report to Canby, along with several regi

ments of veteran-volunteers from Missouri. The addition of 

these units would provide A. J. Smith with from 12,000 to 15,000 

effectives, and still permit Washburn to maintain a mobile re

serve of 5,000 in the Memphis area. Cavalry columns were to 

drive inland from Vicksburg and Baton Rouge with the object of 

"distracting the attention of the enemy from Smith's operations." 

A powerful amphibious force was being outfitted at New Orleans 

to move against Mobile, in conjunction with A, J. Smith's thrust 

7. Ibid., 148-149. 
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Q 

and the cavalry raids. 

Slocum on June 28 was overwhelmed by the receipt of let

ters from three ranking generals, all urging him to take the 

offensive. The fiery Sherman had read in an Atlanta paper of 

the 25th (there was no censorship and newspapers passed readily 

through the lines; Sherman, like most of the successful Civil 

War generals, obtained much valuable military information from 

enemy newspapers) that Confederate engineers had rebuilt the 
g 

Pearl River railroad bridge at Jackson. "If you permit the 

enemy to regain the use of that bridge and the Mississippi Cen

tral Railroad," he warned, "you need not expect military favors 

from General Grant or myself." Sherman argued that it would 

be good policy to send out from Natchez, Vicksburg, or Yazoo 

City, each week, a flying column to insure that no through trains 

were running on the north-south railroad passing through Jack

son. With Forrest either pinned down in north Mississippi or 

en route to raid his "Army Group's" supply line, Sherman be

lieved that all Slocum needed to be concerned about were Brig. 

Gen. W. Wirt Adams' and Col. John L. Logan's cavalry brigades, 

and Brig. Gen. Samuel J. Gholson's Mississippi State Troops. •*• 

8. Ibid., 149. 

9. Sherman's troops had destroyed this bridge on May 15, 1863. 

10. Slocum's District of Vicksburg was a geographic part of 
Sherman's Military Division of the Mississippi. 

11. Unknown to Sherman, Col. John S. Scott had replaced Logan as 
commander of Confederate forces in the District of Southwest Missis
sippi and East Louisiana. 
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Vicksburg, Sherman chided, unless it was used as a base for 

raids into Mississippi, was of no use whatever to Union forces. 

Moreover, he considered "the railroad bridge at Jackson" of 

more value to "the Confederacy than all the population of Vicks

burg." Unless all the Negro troops had disappeared, Slocura had 

sufficient manpower to send out weekly expeditions. "Every 

soldier," he scolded, "should be doing something against the 

enemy this summer to keep him busy and from re-enforcing Lee 

and Johnston."12 

Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson, who led one of the armies 

under Sherman, cautioned Slocum that the Rebels would re-

occupy Jackson in force, because of the psychological effect 

it would have on Mississippians rather than for strategic rea-

13 sons. Should Jackson become the headquarters for a major 

Confederate military department and if newspapers were again 

published there championing opposition to the United States 

government, the city was to be "visited in force." 

General Canby advised Slocum that he would move against 

Mobile on July 6; that A. J. Smith planned to leave La Grange 

about the 2d; and that a powerful mounted column was being 

readied at Morganza, Louisiana, to sweep through the Piney 

12. Ibid., 150-151. In Virginia, General Grant with three ar
mies was hammering away at Gen. Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern 
Virginia, while Sherman's "Army Group" was operating against Gen. 
Joseph E. Johnston's Army of Tennessee on the approaches to Atlanta. 

13. McPherson also commanded the Department of the Tennessee, a ter
ritorial command to which the District of Vicksburg was assigned. 

14. Ibid., 151. 
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Woods and cut the Mobile & Ohio around Buckatunna. Slocum 

was to cooperate by employing all the horsesoldiers he could 

spare for a demonstration toward Jackson. 

Canby's plans, however, had to be scrapped on July 1. 

On that date he received a message from Chief of Staff Henry 

W. Halleck in Washington, dated June 24, directing him to 

rush 20,000 troops to the Virginia theatre of war. As the 

attack on Mobile was to be a joint army-navy undertaking, Can-

by notified Rear Admiral David G. Farragut that the operations 

against Mobile had been suspended. The chief quartermaster 

was told to charter sufficient vessels to embark the First and 

Second Divisions of the XIX Corps, while Col. Edmund J. Davis, 

who was to lead the mounted column against the Mobile & Ohio, was 

notified of the change in plans. 

Sherman's and McPherson's messages of June 28 reached 

Vicksburg on July 2, several days before a courier arrived with 

news that Canby had been compelled to call off, for the time 

being, the attack on Mobile. Slocum was understandably miffed 

by the tone of Sherman's communication. Replying, he pointed 

out that upon assuming command at Vicksburg, he had sent Brig. Gen. 

John McArthur up the Yazoo Corridor with a strong column to 

break the Mississippi Central Railroad. A report describing 

15. Ibid., 151-152. 

16. p. R., Series I, Vol. 41, pt. 2, 3, 4, 5. 

159 



17 this operation had been forwarded to General McPherson. 

While McArthur was absent from the city, General Canby 

had stopped off in Vicksburg and had shown Slocura his orders 

placing him in charge of the newly constituted Military Divi

sion of West Mississippi. As Canby interpreted his orders 

as placing the District of Vicksburg within the limits of his 

command, Slocum had looked to him for instructions rather 

than Sherman. Canby*s call for 2,000 soldiers had made it 

impossible for Slocum to send a column to Jackson or against 

the Mississippi Central. 

But on receipt of Sherman's June 28 communication, Slo

cum had alerted his ranking subordinate, Brig. Gen. Elias Den

nis, to organize and outfit a force of 3,500 effectives. With 

these troops, Slocum planned to cross the Big Black on July 3 

and advance on Jackson. A staff officer would leave immediately 

to explain to Canby that it was now impossible to send him the 

2,000 soldiers called for on June 16. 

Taking cognizance of the hot-tempered Sherman's statement 

about "military favors," Slocum explained that he would "con

tinue faithful in the discharge of my duty, which, I think, 

you readily perceive a very disagreeable and difficult one when 

you compare the different orders issued to me by General Canby 

17. For a detailed account of McArthur's expedition, see Edwin 
C. Bearss, "McArthur's Expedition Against the Mississippi Central 
Railroad," The Journal of Mississippi History, Vol. 28, No. 1» 
1-14. 
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with those issued by yourself. "*-° 

General Dennis in the meantime had organized a three-bri

gade division, numbering 2,200 infantry, 600 horsesoldiers, 

and one six-gun battery--Company L, 2d Illinois Light Artillery. 

On the 2d, as soon as the troops had drawn their rations and 

ammunition, Dennis marched his division eastward, via the Jack

son road. Nightfall found the bluecoats camped on the high 

ground overlooking the Big Black. During the day, the pioneers 

had thrown a ponton bridge across the river. 

The next morning, the column crossed the Big Black and 

marched eastward. Recruits on their first expedition saw the 

charred piles of the old railroad bridge and the gutted and 

fire-blackened hulks of Paul Jones, Charm, and Dot, destroyed 

in May 1863 at the battle of the Big Black. It was a hot, 

humid day and the soldiers, in their heavy wool uniforms, suf

fered from the heat and dust. Tramping through Edwards Station 

and crossing Bakers Creeks, the Federals passed over Champion 

Hill. Veterans of that hard-fought struggle had difficulty 

locating points of interest, because of the rapidity with 

which the vegetation reclaimed the area. 

General Slocura and his staff now overtook the column. 

They had left Vicksburg that morning, but at that hour they 

were still ignorant of Canby's change in plans. General Den-

18. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 2, 160-161. 
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nis reported to Slocum that so far only a few Confederate horse

men had been sighted by his scouts. The Rebels kept their dis

tance, but he was certain that news of the Union march had 

reached Jackson. The Federals halted for the night on Bakers 

19 Creek, a short distance southeast of Bolton. 

The advance was resumed on the 4th. One year ago Vicks-

burg had surrendered and several of the units with the col

umn had led the march into that fallen Rebel stronghold. Four 

miles west of Clinton, Slocum's vanguard was fired on by Con

federate sharpshooters. The Federals pressed ahead, and the 

butternuts remounted and fell back. At frequent intervals 

throughout the remainder of the day, the cavalry screening the 

column was in contact with Rebel horsemen. Shots were exchanged 

at extreme ranges, and the Southerners would pull back as soon 

as the Federals started to deploy. It was clear to Slocum and 

his officers that the foe was endeavoring to slow the march 

to allow their generals to concentrate a force for the defense 

of Jackson. After pushing into Clinton, Slocum called a halt 

20 and his troops camped on the hills east of town. 

19. Ibid., 683; O. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 242-243, 244; 
Vicksburg Daily Herald, July 12, 1864; R. L. Howard, History of 
the 124th Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers, Otherwise Known 
as the "Hundred and Two Dozen," from August 1862, to August 1865 
(Springfield, 1880), 232-233; Edwin M. Main, The Story of the 
Marches, Battles and Incidents of the Third United States Colored 
Cavalry....(Louisville, 1908), 175. 

20. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 242-243, 244; Vicksburg 
Daily Herald, July 12, 1864; Main, The 3d U. S. Colored Cavalry, 175. 
Majo Horace P. Mumford of the 5th Illinois Cavalry led Slocum's 
cavalry brigade, which consisted of detachments from the 5th and 
11th Illinois, 2d Wisconsin, and 3d U. S. Colored Cavalry Regiments. 
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Slocum's apprehension regarding Confederate plans to 

concentrate against his column was sound. On June 22 Maj. 

Gen. Stephen D. Lee, the Confederate officer charged with re

sponsibility for operations in the Department of Alabama, Mis

sissippi, and Sast Louisiana, had contacted his ranking subordinate 

in western Mississippi, Brig. Gen. W. Wirt Adams. Adams was 

to move all of Brig. Gen. Samuel Gholson's brigade of Missis

sippi State Troops, except about 500 men, to West. There 

Gholson would hold his brigade ready to rush to General For

rest's support in northeast Mississippi. The 500 mounted men 

to be left behind were to watch the crossings of the Big Black 

and delay any Union column coming out of Vicksburg toward 

Jackson or Yazoo City. One-half of Col. John S. Scott's 

effective force was to be called up from Clinton, Louisiana, 

and concentrated in and around Brookhaven. Adams, himself, 

was to remain for the time being in Jackson, but he was to 

hold himself ready to take the field in north Mississippi 

21 
should i t become necessa ry . 

In the per iod June 22-Ju ly 2, Wirt Adams concent ra ted the 

22 remainder of S c o t t ' s br igade at Brookhaven. With c a r s opera t ing 

21 . 0 . R., S e r i e s I , Vol. 39, p t . 2 , 659-660. General Lee on 
June 23 was promoted from major genera l t o l i e u t e n a n t general and 
formally ass igned t o command the Department of Alabama, M i s s i s s i p p i , 
and East Louis iana . I b i d . , 660. 

22. S c o t t ' s b r igade cons i s t ed of the 1st Louisiana Cavalry, 9th 
Louisiana Cavalry B a t t a l i o n , Powers' Cavalry Regiment, 16th L o u i s i 
ana Mounted I n f a n t r y , Ogden's Louisiana Cavalry B a t t a l i o n , and 
Lay's Mis s i s s ipp i Cavalry Regiment. Howell C a r t e r , A Cavalryman's 
Reminiscences of t h e C i v i l War (New Or leans , 1900), 107. 
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over the tracks of the New Orleans, Jackson, and Great Northern 

Railroad, it would be possible to rush Scott's brigade to Jack

son should the Federals cross the Big Black. Gholson's brigade, 

except the 500 men patrolling the countryside between Jackson 

and Vicksburg, was at West, prepared to move to north Mississippi 

or return to Jackson, as the situation dictated. Col. Robert 

C. Wood's small brigade was watching the area south of the 

Big Black and the approaches to Natchez. 

On July 3 Gholson's scouts sighted and reported Slocum's 

column had crossed Big Black. Adams moved promptly to con

centrate against the Federals. Telegrams were sent to Ghol-

son at West and Scott at Brookhaven, telling them to rush 

their brigades to Jackson. The dismounted men and artillery 

were to come by rail. For the time being, Wood's brigade would 

remain where it was, as its attention was directed toward a 

column of bluecoats pushing out from the Natchez perimeter, 

via the Hamburg road. Thus the suspension of Davis' raid from 

Morganza against the Mobile & Ohio had permitted General Adams 

to concentrate a superior force to oppose Slocum's thrust on 

Jackson.2 

By July 5 Scott had reported to Adams, while Gholson's 

brigade was expected to join before the day was over. Scott's 

troopers took position on the ridge overlooking and commanding 

the bridge carrying the Vicksburg road over Lynch Creek, three 

23. Wood's brigade included Wood's Mississippi Cavalry Regiment 
and Moorman's Mississippi Cavalry Battalion. 

24. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 2, 683. 
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miles west of Jackson. Three guns (two 6-pounders and one 12-

pounder howitzer) manned by Company A, 1st Mississippi Light 

Artillery»were unlimbered on Wright's farm. 

General Slocum on July 5 resumed the advance. The cavalry 

was turned into a road north of the railroad, while the infan

try division, spearheaded by the 124th Illinois, marched via 

the Jackson road. The two roads, which were parallel, con

verged five miles west of Jackson. At the junction, the 2d 

Wisconsin Cavalry, which had the lead, encountered a roadblock 

manned by Gholson's people. A brisk fire-fight ensued in 

which the Rebels more than held their own, until the infantry 

came up. Slocum now sent his entire column, led by the 11th 

Illinois Cavalry, down the Jackson road. Confederate resis

tance soon stiffened to the point where the 11th Illinois 

called for help, and Maj. Jeremiah Cook brought the 3d U. S. 

Colored Cavalry up at a trot to their support. Passing through 

the line of the 11th Illinois Cavalry, the blacks advanced 

rapidly. They soon met and repulsed a charge by 200 Confederates. 

Counterattacking, Cook's people drove the butternuts back on 

Adams' main line of resistance. Major Cook was only apprised 

of the proximity of the foe when the cannoneers of Company A, 

1st Mississippi, shelled his regiment at a range of 400 yards. 

To escape* the blacks were compelled to take cover in the dry 

25. At the battle of Jackson, fought on May 14, 1863, Lt. Col. 
Peyton H. Colquitt had deployed his brigade at Wright's farm. 
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bed of Lynch Creek, where they dismounted.26 

Xt was about 11 o'clock when the Union infantry topped 

the ridge overlooking Lynch Creek from the west. While the 

124th Illinois was deploying to the left and right of the 

Jackson-Vicksburg road, the regiment was shelled by Company A, 

1st Mississippi Light Artillery. Slocua now rode up, and, 

after studying the Confederate position, determined that it 

could be outflanked. While the 124th Illinois and the cavalry 

kept the Rebels' attention rivetted on the Lynch Creek bridge, 

Col. James H. Coates would take two regiments—the 11th and 46th 

Illinois—and Battery L, 2d Illinois Light Artillery, and outflank 

the foe• 

Screened by the ridge, Coates* column marched toward the 

northeast. As soon as he was certain that his brigade had passed 

beyond the ground commanded by Confederate artillery, Coates wheeled 

it to the right and crossed the ridge. The 46th Illinois was or

dered to the front, and "moved rapidly forward, in advance of every 

other regiment, across an open field," and to the left of Batters* 

hi 2d Illinois Light Artillefy. As it came into line of battle, 

the regiment was hammered by the Mississippi cannoneers. But on 

they pushed, un-rrl the timber was reached beyond where Wirt Adams had 

posted two of S#*ft-t*s regiments—Powers* and the 1st Louisiana Cav

alry. A brief hilt was made to permit the bluecoats to dress their 

26. Main, The 3d U. S. Colored Cavalry, 17*:-:?o. 
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ranks, before Colonel Coates sent his brigade to the attack. 

The Federal battle line swept forward, crossed a belt 

of timber, forded Town Creek, and entered a field beyond. 

Here another halt was made to permit the pioneers to cut a 

road through the timber over which Battery L advanced its 

cannon. The guns were unlimbered on a ridge, and the redlegs 

shelled the foe who had re-formed on a ridge north of Jackson 

covering the Canton road. After about 20 minutes, the butter

nuts were seen to give ground. Coates called for another ad

vance, and the Union infantry, supported by the battery, started 

forward. The 46th Illinois outdistanced the 11th Illinois. 

Even so, by the time it reached the ridge formerly occupied 

by the foe, Scott's brigade had retreated up the Canton road. 

General Slocum now called for his brigade commanders to 

re-form their units and the march into Jackson was resumed. 

The troops suffered greatly from the heat, as they tramped 

27 
forward and occupied the city. They went into camp near 

Pearl River, and "fared well" in the city's "luxuriant shades 

after their exhausting march." Slocum kept a tighter rein 

on his troops than Generals Grant and Sherman had during the 

three previous occupations of Jackson: no houses were burned, 

there was no violence, and the Yanks "took only soldiers' spoils--

27. 0. R_. , Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 244; Vicksburg Daily Her
ald, July 12, 1864; Howard, History of the 124th Illinois, 233; 
Main, The 3d U. S. Colored Cavalry, 126. 
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poultry, fruit, and vegetables." One man recalled: 

The citizens of Jackson seemed very fearful lest 
they should somewhere upon their premises encounter 
the terrible Negro in blue. Yet that personage 
darkened no forbidden doors, and everywhere was as 
unthreatened and peaceful as a cloudless sky. No 
one in fact was inclined to add anything to the 
distress of that beauty in reduced circumstances, 
the Capitol of Mississippi. The elegant suburban 
residences are gone, and their ashes are monumented 
by crumbling chimneys. The business squares of 
the city are heaps of rubbish. The streets are de
serted save by women, by men too old and boys too 
young for the army, and by the fangless, envenomed 
wretches who were too turbulent-souled for peace, 
too mean-spirited for war.^8 

Slocum early on July 6 organized his command into fatigue 

details. The one from the 124th Illinois was instructed to 

destroy the railroad bridge across Pearl River. While the 

soldiers were dismantling the structure, they came under fire 

from Rebel sharpshooters posted in the underbrush on the east 

bank of the river. Although a number of men were killed or 

wounded, the regiment by noon had completed its task. ^ Slo

cum, who had examined the bridge, was of the opinion that it 

"was designed merely for temporary use, probably for the pur

pose of transferring the rolling-stock from the Mississippi 

Of) 

Central Railroad to their eastern roads." 

Slocum, having completed his mission in the Jackson area, 

28. Vicksburg Daily Herald, July 12, 1864. 

29. Howard, History of the 124th Illinois, 233. 

30. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 243. 
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started his column back to Vicksburg at 4 p.m. on the 6th. 

The division marched out Capitol Street with bands playing 

and banners snapping in the breeze. As the rearguard was 

passing the Deaf & Dumb Asylum, west of the depot, a citizen 

climbed to the top of the Capitol's cupola and waved a white 

handkerchief as a signal to Wirt Adams' cavalry massed on the 

hills north of the city. He was shot from his perch by a mem

ber of the provost guard, who had lingered to round up strag

glers. 1 

The Union officers expected trouble on the return march. 

Slocum, Dennis, and the other leaders had learned from the 

citizens that Adams had rallied "a considerable force consist

ing of Scott's, Gholson's, and Wood's brigades, supported by 

Company A, 1st Mississippi Light Artillery," to harass the 

column "and at the very least to borrow considerable transpor

tation and stores from Uncle Sam." Slocum, knowing that the 

Confederates were concentrating to the north, determined to 

camp for the night three miles west of Jackson, near the Lynch 

32 Creek brxdge. 

Major Mumford's cavalry brigade, spearheaded by the 3d 

U. S. Colored Cavalry, had the advance. The horsesoldiers 

were followed closely by Col. Benjamin Dornblaser's brigade. 

31. Vicksburg Daily Herald, July 12, 1864. 

32. Ibid. 

169 



While the Federals had been in Jackson, Wirt Adams had r a l l i e d 

S c o t t ' s brigade near Canton, where he was reinforced by Gholson's 

brigade of Miss i ss ippi State Troops brought down from West. 

Adams then moved h i s command into pos i t ion near Lynch Creek 

and prepared to intercept the Yankees. Alerted by h i s scouts , 

Adams es tabl i shed a roadblock--Lt. Frank Johnston's cannoneers 

of Company A, 1st Miss i ss ippi Light Ar t i l l e ry , emplaced the i r 

6-pounder guns at the steam-mill , while Lt. Phi l ip B. Lancas

t e r ' s unlimbered the ir 3-inch r i f l e s in front of Lee's house. 

The Confederate a r t i l l e r i s t s , who had masked the ir guns, 

held the ir f i r e unt i l the Union infantry was in view. Their 

f i r s t shot came near unhorsing Lt. Col. J . H. Howe of the 124th 

I l l i n o i s . While the so ld i er s of the 124th I l l i n o i s were taking 

cover in the woods, Rebel horsesoldiers of Col. John McGuirk's 

regiment made a slashing attack on the Union cavalry. The 3d 

U. S. Colored Cavalry was forced back. Mumford committed 

the res t of h i s horseso ld iers , but they were unable to check 

the foe , and the Union cavalry was driven back on Dornblaser's 

infantry. 

To s t a b i l i z e the s i t u a t i o n , Domblaser sent the 46th and 

76th I l l i n o i s forward at a quick-s tep . Skirmishers were de

ployed and thrown out as the two regiments formed into l i n e of 

b a t t l e and advanced about one-half mi le . A hal t was then c a l l e d , 

while Union skirmishers and the Rebels banged away, burning a 

great quantity of powder but i n f l i c t i n g few c a s u a l t i e s . When 
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darkness closed in , Slocum, after seeing that h is brigade com

manders had establ ished and manned a strong picket l i ne , r e 

ca l led Dornblaser's brigade, and the troops were permitted to 
33 

bivouac in Barrett's field, resting on their arms* 

An early reveille was held in the camps on July 7. Gen

eral Dennis by 4 a.m. had formed his division, and when Slocum 

gave the word, the march was resumed. As the vanguard approached 

the junction with the Canton road, the Federals again encoun

tered Adams' division. The guns of Battery L were brought in

to action, as Dornblaser deployed his brigade to the left of 

the road. The cannoneers of Johnston's and Lancaster's sec

tions hammered back at the Federals with shot and shell. Lt. 

Col. John J. Jones of the 46th Illinois reported, "For about 

three hours the regiment remained under this galling fire, 

showing no disposition on the part of officers or men to swerve 

a hair, while numbers of the men on the skirmish line and in 

the line of battle were killed and wounded. " ^ 

33. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 243, 244; Howard, History 
of the 124th Illinois, 233; Vicksburg Daily Herald, July 12 and 
23, 1864; Mississippi Statistical Register (Nashville, 1908), 
847, 860, 903; Main, The 3d U. S. Colored Cavalry, 176-177. It 
had taken Gholson's brigade three days to make the march from 
West. In addition, it had been 36 hours since the troopers and 
their mounts had had anything to eat. Adams, in the fight, 
posted his men along the crest of a ridge, where their movements 
were partially screened by a hedge-row. 

34 • 0. R». Series I, Vol. 39. pt. 1, 243, 244-245. 
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Capt. Henry L. Field of the 124th Illinois had taken cover 

in the woods. He vividly recalled the the bombardment: 

A few colored gentlemen, cooks, or officers' ser
vants were with our forces, who were by no means 
fond of flying cannon shot. One of these darkies 
was large, awkward, and wore an enormous white linen 
duster. He was anxious to get through the woods, or 
at least to some portion farther west, and was watch
ing his chances between shots, seeming to conclude, 
as well he might, that the rebels were making his 
great white coat a special mark for target practice, 
and that the day of final reckoning with him was 
close at hand. As this interesting gentleman was 
jumping from tree to tree, trying to dodge the big 
balls, and had just taken refuge behind an unusual
ly large one, looking out first to one side, and 
then the other, with a terribly puzzled and dis
tressed looking countenance, a cannon shot, with a 
horrid noise, came tearing through the limbs and 
bushes, when the darky sprang out to one side, then, 
expecting to be hit if he went that way, back to the 
other, and when about half way between two large trees, 
the ball cutting off a large limb over his head, in an 
instant, as for dear life, he fell flat on his belly, 
with arms and legs widely spread out, and white coat 
covering about a square rod on the ground. But as 
soon as he decided that he was not killed, he sprang to 
his astonished feet, and disappeared in far less time 
than it takes to tell it.35 

The wagon-master took advantage of the holding action 

fought by Dornblaser's brigade and Battery L to proceed west

ward toward Clinton. The road had been reopened by a charge 

of the 8th Illinois, which compelled the gunners of Company 

A, 1st Mississippi Artillery, to limber up their pieces and 

withdraw out of range. After the last wagon had passed the 

junction of the Canton and Vicksburg roads, Colonel Dornblaser 

35. Howard, History of the 124th Illinois, 234-235. 
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recalled his brigade, and the regimental commanders re-formed 

their units on the road. The brigade would cover the column's 

rear as it marched toward Clinton. 

After the Federal rearguard had passed through a belt of 

timber, Wirt Adams advanced Gholson's Mississippi State Troops 

in an effort to stampede the bluecoats and capture the train. 

Two of Gholson's regiments pressed forward north of the Vicks-

burg road and two to the south. The hard-driving Rebels pressed 

the pursuit so hard that Dornblaser had to halt and deploy his 

brigade into battle line. The brigade continued the retreat 

for about one mile, with its back to the train and its face 

to the foe, Gholson now called for a charge. The 11th Illinois 

Infantry at this time, supported by two guns of Battery L, was 

nearest the foe, with the 46th Illinois 300 yards farther west. 

Spearheaded by Col. W. W. Lowry's 2d Regiment Mississippi State 

Cavalry, Gholson's people rode down on the Yankees at a gallop. 

Colonel Jones of the 46th Illinois about-faced his regiment 

and double-timed to the assistance of the 11th Illinois. Un-

limbering two guns, the redlegs of Battery L ripped Lowry's 

regiment with double charges of canister. Several crashing 

volleys delivered by the two Illinois regiments at a range of 

60 yards sent Lowry's people racing to the rear. Two Confed

erate captains were killed and one mortally wounded. General 

Gholson received two flesh wounds in the shoulder as he rode 

up to order a retreat. With Gholson out of action, Col. John 
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McGuirk, as senior officer, took command of the brigade. 

Wirt Adams was stung by this repulse, and he was unable 

to rally his men for another attack. The 46th Illinois now 

relieved the 11th Illinois as rearguard, and the march toward 

Vicksburg was resumed. A mile beyond Gholson's repulse, the 

Federals entered Clinton. While the rearguard was fighting 

for its life a mile east of the village, one of the citizens 

had endeavored to signal Scott's cavalry, which was "hovering 

near the town," with his handkerchief. The train at this time 

was corralled near Clinton with a small guard. Scott's horse-

soldiers, following the signal, dashed into town, but found 

the train-guard waiting for them. Several saddles were emptied, 

and the Rebels fled. Slocum, on learning of the incident, 

ordered the house from which the signal had been given burned 

and the man arrested. This was the only house destroyed by 

37 the bluecoats during the expedition. 

Colonel Scott's brigade trailed Slocum's column, at a 

discreet distance, as far as Bakers Creek, where the Federals 

camped on the night of July 7. The Yanks on the 8th continued 

36. 0. R_̂ , Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 243, 244-245; Mississippi 
Register, 847, 860, 903, 910, 912; Vicksburg Daily Herald, July 
12, 23, 1864. General Gholson's wounds necessitated the am
putation of his right arm. In 1865 General Gholson told members 
of the 124th Illinois of his chagrin at the Confederates' fail
ure to "gobble us up." Howard, History of the 124th Illinois, 
234. 

37. Vicksburg Daily Herald, July 12, 1864. 
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their march westward and recrossed the Big Black, where 

Slocum was hailed by Colonel Karge.38 

The tangible result of Slocum's expedition had been the 

destruction of the railroad bridge the Rebels were rebuilding 

across Pearl River, but there was an intangible that was much 

more vital. Gholson's brigade, which was en route to join 

General Forrest in northeast Mississippi, had to be recalled 

to participate in the defense of Jackson. Gholson's rugged 

fighters would have been a valuable increment to the force 

Generals Lee and Forrest hurled against the Federals at Tupelo 

on July 14. The wanton destruction of private property that 

had characterized the three previous occupations of Jackson 

and caused the city to be referred to as "chimneyville" was 

missing on this occasion. Slocum kept a tight rein on his 

troops, and even the Confederates were compelled to admit that 

while the foe took off almost every Negro in Jackson, he com

mitted no depredations. 

The editor of the Brandon Republican summed up Confederate 

reaction to the raid: 

We think this a disgrace to the State of Mississippi 
and the Confederate Government that this little squad 
of Yankees were permitted to penetrate to the capitol 
of the state and return to Vicksburg almost unmolested. 

Several officers have stated the affair on the part 
of Wirt Adams was "very badly managed." The charge 
near Clinton was made by 100 men of Lowry's regiment 

38. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 245; 0. R., Series I, Vol. 
39, pt. 2, 168. 
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on a Yankee battery, supported by four regiments. 
They charged through an open field to within 20 
steps of the battery, when they were ordered to 
retreat after having lost 35 killed or wounded.3° 

Union losses in the expedition were: 33 killed, 156 

wounded, and 30 missing. The Confederates listed their cas

ualties as between 70 and 80 killed and wounded. 

39. Vicksburg Daily Herald, July 23, 1864. 

40. Ibid.; 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 243. 
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THE TUPELO CAMPAIGN 

Chapter 7 

General Ellet Finds Colonel Wood At Coleman's Plantation 

To insure the success of the thrust on Jackson and keep 

Col. Robert Wood's Confederate brigade pinned down in Claiborne 

and Jefferson counties, General Slocum proposed to employ Brig. 

Gen. Alfred Ellet's Mississippi Marine Brigade. Ellet was to 

proceed with his brigade downstream to Rodney, where he would 

make a landing, and, pushing inland, beat up the countryside 

and seize cotton. Slocum, to increase the size of Ellet's 

striking force, issued orders for the 48th and 52d U. S. Col

ored Troops to embark aboard the boats of the Mississippi Mar

ine Brigade, taking ten days' rations, the regimental wagons, 

and intrenching tools.* 

The two regiments, along with the marines, were aboard 

the amphibious transports by late afternoon on July 2, 1864, 

the same day that Slocum's column started for Jackson. Ellet 

gave the signal, and the vessels pulled away from the Vicks-

burg landing and headed down the Mississippi. Reaching Rodney 

at two the next morning, the troops thronged ashore and occupied 

the town. Up till this moment, General Ellet had kept his plans 

and the division's mission to himself. The mystery deepened, 

1. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 2, 161. 
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when, instead of forming the command into two brigades, he or

ganized the troops as they moved out into four divisions: (a) 

the cavalry battalion led by Capt. John R. Crandall; (b) the 

two black regiments; (c) a train of 30 wagons; and (d) Col. 

George E. Currie*s mounted infantry of the Marine Brigade. 

All the men, except those on the flagship, were surprised to 

see the large number of wagons brought along. Colonel Currie 

and others shook their heads, because the large number of wag

ons "precluded all idea of fighting on this trip." In case 

of a battle, there would not be enough men to engage the Rebels 

and still protect the wagons. It looked like a cotton stealing 

foray. 

With two days' cooked rations in their haversacks and 40 

rounds of ammunition in their cartridge-boxes, the column 

took up the march toward Oakland College. The weather was hot, 

necessitating frequent halts for rest and water. About a mile 

east of Rodney, Crandall's cavalry battalion was challenged 

and fired on. Crandall's horsesoldiers pushed back the Rebels 

beyond Oakland College, capturing half a dozen, two of whom 

were members of the signal corps. It was almost two o'clock 

2. Warfare Along the Mississippi: The Letters of Lieutenant 
Colonel George E. Currie, Norman E. Clarke, Sr., ed. (Mount 
Pleasant, Mich., 1961), 114-115; Warren D. Crandall and Isaac 
D. Newell, History of the Ram Fleet and the Mississippi Marine 
Brigade (St. Louis, 1907"), 424. 
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before Bllet's division reached Coleman's Plantation, 12 miles 

from Rodney.3 

The Coleman house stood north of the Rodney road. Near

by the Rodney-Gallatin road crossed the one leading from Port 

Gibson to Payette. Ellet told his unit commanders to select 

their camps and permit their men to bivouac. Colonel Currie 

camped his mounted infantry in a grove about 500 yards east 

of Coleman's house, alongside the Port Gibson road. Cran-

dall's cavalry bedded down southwest of the house; the colored 

brigade to the west; while the wagons were parked in an open 

field south of, and in front of, the residence. General Ellet 

chose the house as his headquarters, although it was "occupied 

by the most rabid of Southern women." Pickets were thrown out, 

and check points established on each of the roads. 

About sundown, General Ellet sent for his unit commanders. 

They were told to hold reveille early on the 4th, and as soon 

thereafter as possible Colonel Currie was to start for Port 

Gibson with his regiment; Crandall's battalion would reconnoi-

ter the Gallatin road; and the Negro regiments and the mountain 

howitzer would be held in reserve at the crossroads. The night 

3. Warfare Along the Mississippi, 115; Crandall & Newell, His
tory of the Ram Fleet, 424-425. The companies of the Mississip
pi Marine Brigade were left aboard Baltic to guard the trans
ports, when the column drove inland. 
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was an uneasy one on the p icke t l i n e . A few shots were ex 

changed with unseen Confederates hovering in the shadows, 

while t h e r e were rumors t h a t Colonel Wood was massing h i s 

4 
br igade at Red Lick Church. 

Reve i l l e sounded a t ha l f pas t t h r e e , and the Federa l s 

began an e a r l y c e l e b r a t i o n of the "Glorious F o u r t h . " After 

the men had gobbled a has ty b r e a k f a s t , the u n i t s were formed 

and moved o u t . C r a n d a l l ' s and C u r r i e ' s columns marched in 

opposi te d i r e c t i o n s . The morning was r e f r e s h i n g l y c o o l . Cur

r i e ' s rou te up the Port Gibson road passed "through a com

munity formerly wealthy from the i n d i c a t i o n , but now the p l an 

t a t i o n s were de se r t ed , and weeds and deso la t ion had taken the 

p lace of t he busy l i f e and c u l t i v a t i o n of a Southern p l a n t a t i o n . " 

C u r r i e ' s men had r idden about t h r e e m i l e s , when a cour i e r 

thundered up, h i s horse covered with foam, and t o l d the c o l 

onel t h a t E l l e t wanted him t o countermarch and r e in fo rce Cran-

d a l l , who was ho t ly engaged with a super ior force on the Gal 

l a t i n road. Cur r i e has tened t o c a r r y out E l l e t ' s wishes and 

re tu rned t o Coleman's p l a n t a t i o n . 5 

J u s t a t sun-up, C r a n d a l l ' s b a t t a l i o n , a f t e r a t h ree -mi l e 

r i d e , encountered the Confedera tes . Opening f i r e from ambush, 

4 . Warfare Along the M i s s i s s i p p i , 117; Crandal l & Newell, H i s 
to ry of the Ram F l e e t , 425. 

5 . Warfare Along the M i s s i s s i p p i , 116. 
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the Rebels peppered away. Crandall called for help. In re

sponse to this plea, General Ellet rushed the 48th and 52d U. 

5. C. T. and the howitzer to the assistance of the battalion. 

Currie, upon reaching Coleman's, found Ellet standing on the 

roadside, "greatly agitated at the reports the orderlies were 

constantly bring ring! him from the battle ground." Calling 

to Currie, Ellet ordered, "Take your regiment and move on to 

their assistance and you are to assume command of all the 

forces in the field. Should you want me in person, send for 

me and I will join you without delay." Currie, turning the 

head of his regiment into the Gallatin road, hurried toward 

the scene of the fighting. 

Meanwhile, reinforced by the two black regiments and the 

howitzer, Crandall's horsesoldiers broke the Rebel roadblock. 

The Confederates were pushed back about one-half mile, and, 

after Colonel Wood called up additional men from Red Lick, 

they were able to blunt the Union surge. Colonel Currie and 

his soldiers, as they pressed ahead saw that the rail fences 

on both sides of the road had been thrown down 

the result always of a Cavalry fight, and the ground 
over which they had charged was litterally [sic] 
plowed up, with here and there and everywhere dead 
and wounded horses, while a half a mile beyond, both 
armies apparently ("sic] exhausted were resting in 

6. Ibid. 
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sight of each other. 

Colonel Currie made a hurried estimate of the situation. 

Although Crandall*s battalion and the Negroes had gained ground, 

they had suffered heavier losses. To reach the head of the 

column, Currie passed along the line of cavalry, now dismounted, 

and saw that the horses and men were badly jaded and suffering 

from "the burning rays of a Southern sun." The Negroes were 

in position to relieve Crandall's people in the event the Con

federates renewed the battle. 

Col. F. M. Crandal of the 48th U. S. C. T., although he 

was senior to Colonel Currie, asked him to take charge, as 

he was more familiar with "this mode of warfare." Crandal 

then pointed out the Rebels, whose lines were formed on the 

brow of a hill in a skirt of woods, north of the road. Cur

rie now deployed as skirmishers two companies of U. S. C. T. 

to the left of the road; the remainder of the blacks were 

massed in support. The mountain howitzer was positioned on 

a knoll to the right of the road and sighted to enfilade the 

Confederates* left; Currie's regiment was posted near the 

gun, while Crandall's horse-marines were in reserve. 

As soon as all units were in position, Colonel Currie 

waved his battle line forward. Not a shot was fired until 

the skirmishers closed in on the crest of the hill, when the 

7. Ibid., 116-117; Crandall & Newell, History of the Ram Fleet, 
425-426. 
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Rebels let loose with a volley, which was answered by shell 

from the howitzer. The greyclads then retired into the woods, 

and the Negro skirmishers charged. Abandoning their position, 

Wood's men retreated across a field and took cover in a belt 

of timber. Currie shouted for the U. S. C. T. to hold their 

gains, while he led his mounted infantry in a futile chase. 

Currie, having been outdistanced, retraced his steps and re

turned to Coleman's plantation. Each unit proceeded to its 

camp; the horses were unsaddled and fed. While the troops 

were eating, shots were heard on the picket line. 

The Confederates, unobserved, had trailed the Union rear

guard as it retired down the Gallatin road. Dismounting and 

slipping into position on a ridge commanding the camps, they 

had opened fire. As "Boots and Saddles" was sounded by the 

buglers of the Mississippi Marine Brigade, one of the Negro 

regiments, supported by the howitzer, marched to help the 

pickets. By the time the marines had mounted, the fight on 

the picket line had "assumed an alarming phase and showed the 

desperate character and determination of our assailants." 

General Ellet and his staff, accompanied by Colonel Currie, 

rode out. The mounted infantry was left in charge of Currie's 

second in command. Dismounting at the foot of a hill, south 

8. Warfare Along the Mississippi, 117-118; Crandall & Newell, 
History of the Ram Fleet, 426. 
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of Coleman's house, the officers, dodging from tree to tree, 

gained the picket line. Currie, a veteran of many engagements, 

took cognizance of the "scattered firing" of the foe, and con

cluded that this was a feint to divert General Ellet, while 

Colonel Wood hurled his main column against another point. 

Ellet, however, disagreed, and ordered Colonel Crandal to 

call up the 48th and 52d U. S. C. T. to bolster the picket 

line. He and his staff then visited the outpost on the Port 

9 
Gibson road. 

As they passed Currie's regiment, they saw that it was 

formed and ready to march. A short distance beyond Currie's 

camp, they were stopped by an elderly Negro, who gasped out 

the frightening news that "forty thousand mounted rebels 

were passing around the picket line to get into our rear." 

Ellet now realized that Currie was correct: the attack on 

the picket line was a blind to enable Wood and his people "to 

get in our rear on the Rodney road," and to cut the division 

off from the lightly guarded vessels of the fleet. 

Turning to Ellet, Currie said, "We will fight in our rear 

in less than half an hour. Let's get ready." The general 

agreed, and wheeling their horses about, they started for 

headquarters. Currie now rejoined his regiment, which had 

9. Warfare Along the Mississippi, 118. 
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remained mounted s ince the f i r s t v o l l e y , and l e d i t down the 

road . A h a l t was c a l l e d as soon as t he r e a r of t he column 

was in f ron t of Coleman's house. 

Meanwhile, General E l l e t had sent Major C r a n d a l l ' s b a t 

t a l i o n t o make a forced reconnaissance of t h e Rodney road , 

which was at bes t a narrow country l a n e . A c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 

of roads i n the l o e s s reg ion of Mis s i s s i pp i i s deep c u t s . 

One-half mile west of Coleman's t h e r e was such a c u t , and here 

C r a n d a l l ' s t r o o p e r s found the Rebe ls . Caught in a deadly 

c r o s s f i r e , the horse-mar ines r e c o i l e d . Many f l e d , while o t h e r s , 

keeping t h e i r w i t s , dismounted and took cover in a c o r n f i e l d 

near the c u t . Colonel Cur r i e r e c a l l e d t h a t C r a n d a l l ' s people 

came back in " t e r r i b l e confus ion ," as the "narrow passage was 

f i l l e d with men and horses in an i n e x t r i c a b l e mass, t h e i r very 

numbers t h e i r g r e a t e s t d i f f i c u l t y r a t h e r than t h e i r ch ie f a s 

s i s t a n c e . " 1 

General E l l e t sa t h i s horse at the c r o s s r o a d s , "a s i l e n t 

spec t a to r u n t i l the sho t s of the advancing foe drove him back ." 

Seeing t h a t he had blundered, he rode over t o t he head of 

C u r r i e ' s regiment , and exclaimed, "Colonel , in the name of 

God what s h a l l we do?" 

"Do? L e t ' s f i g h t , " Curr ied r e p l i e d . Poin t ing t o t h e 

10. I b i d . , 118-119; Crandal l & Newell, H i s to ry of the Ram F l e e t , 
426. 
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ridge, where the black brigade was formed, he suggested that 

Ellet bring it up and post it in the field west of the 

Rodney road. He would then dismount his regiment and whip 

the Rebels to his front in five minutes. Currie had little 

hope of accomplishing this, but he wished "to inspire the 

General with some confidence and restore his presence of mind."H 

Currie's psychology worked. Instead of sending an aide, 

Ellet wheeled his horse about, and galloped off to bring up 

the two Negro regiments. They were brought up on the double, 

and filed into line of battle on the south side of a field, 

their right anchored on the Rodney road. Meanwhile, Confed

erate leader Colonel Wood had formed his men at the north end 

of the field, his line stretching across the road so that one-

half of his men confronted the blacks and the remainder faced 

Currie's regiment. After dismounting, Currie's people left 

their horses in a sheltered road cut. Currie moved them up in 

line behind Coleman's house to a rail fence and outbuildings 

enclosing a cornfield through which it was believed the foe 

was advancing. The marines were told to hold this position, 

and cautioned not to fire "until the rebels were so close upon 

them, each could select his man and not miss aim." 

While his men were filing into position, Colonel Currie 

looked up into the second story window of the house and saw 

11. Warfare Along the Mississippi, 119-120. 
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Coleman's daughter signaling the Rebels with her handkerchief. 

Calling to several of his men, Currie faced them toward the 

house, and in her hearing, instructed them that if she re

appeared at the window to shoot her down. The lady heeded 

the warning. Currie, accompanied by several men, now entered 

the house and took station on the second story porch, where 

they could overlook the entire field. To protect their posi-

12 
tion, they barricaded it with furniture and mattresses. 

The corn was tall and rank and concealed the Rebels from 

the Federals' view. Moreover, a number of Crandall's horse-

marines, after being routed in the road cut, had sought cover 

in the cornfield, not knowing they were between the hostile 

lines, and out of sight of Ellet's other units. When the 

troops, posted on the high ground at Coleman's opened fire, 

the marines were compelled to hug the ground to escape the 

minie balls of friend and foe. 

North of the Rodney road, Currie*s regiment allowed Wood's 

people to close to within short range, the men gauging the 

Rebels' position by the "parting and waving" of the corn

stalks, as they crunched through it. A crashing volley de

livered at short range, followed by a bayonet charge, cleared 

the field in front of the unit in less than five minutes. 

12. Ibid., 119-120jCrandall & Newell, History of the Ram Fleet, 
428. 
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Crandall's horse-marines took advantage of the lull following 

the repulse to scramble to their feet and slip to the rear. 

Colonel Wood now assailed the black brigade south of the 

road. Several fierce assaults were made on the Negroes, but 

they held firm. As the firing to their front ebbed, while 

Wood and his unit commanders rallied their men, one of the 

black regiments advanced, with the cry, "Fort Pillow! Remem

ber Fort Pillow! No quarter! No quarter." The Confederates 

. 1 3 

now gave way, retiring down the Rodney road. 

Ellet met with his brigade commanders to discuss his 

next move. About this time two marines brought in a prisoner 

who had no uniform, but whose pockets were crammed with car

tridges, making it evident that what male citizens there were 

left in the area had rallied on Wood's brigade. As they were 

12 miles from Rodney and further delay would see an increase 

in the size of Wood's force, Ellet determined to return to 

the fleet immediately. 

The sun was setting, as the brigade commanders, having 

reformed their units on the road, put them in motion for Rod

ney. The Mississippi Marine Brigade took the lead; followed 

by the wagon train, into which the wounded had been loaded; 

while the black brigade and howitzer brought up the rear. 

General Ellet, who rode with the rearguard, told Colonel Cur-

rie, who commanded the advance, "When the rebels attack you, 

13. Warfare Along the Mississippi, 120-121; Crandall & Newell, 
History of the Ram Fleet, 426-427. 
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if you need my assistance, send an orderly for me and I will 

come to the front." 

The road to Rodney led through the loess bluffs, passing 

through a number of narrow cuts, some as much as 20 feet in 

depth. To prevent an ambush in one of these cuts, Colonel 

Currie saw that his brigade was one-half mile in advance of 

the train, with a strong force of flankers thrown out on 

either side of the road. The first cut was passed without 

difficulty, but by the time the column had reached a second 

cut, darkness had closed in. Wood's Confederates now made a 

savage attack on Ellet's rearguard. With the help of the how

itzer, it was repulsed. Other attacks on the rearguard en

sued. At each assault, General Ellet called on Colonel Cur

rie for reinforcements, asking for two or more companies at 

a time, until the brigade "was reduced to a few men who acted 

as advance guard and flankers." A check was given the 

Confederates, when General Ellet ordered a fence thrown down 

on each side of the road, and Crandall's horse-marines were 

posted in these gaps. The Negro brigade passed on, and as 

the Confederates thundered into view, they were caught in a 

murderous crossfire and retreated in confusion. This was re

peated several more times, before the column came down off 

the escarpment about midnight, and, passing through Rodney, 

reboarded the transports. 

14. Warfare Along the Mississippi, 121-122; Crandall & Newell, 
History of the Ram Flaet. 427-428. 
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A hurried roll call was made, and upwards of 100 of the 

blacks failed to answer to their names. By daybreak a num

ber of the missing had straggled in, and General Ellet was 

able to pare down his losses in the engagement at Coleman's 

plantation to 21 killed and 33 wounded or missing. Colonel 

Wood filed no report of his casualties, which the Federals 

estimated to number at least 150. Colonel Currie, a veteran 

of Pea Ridge, considered the battle on July 4 as "one of 

the most desperate I engaged in during the war."15 

Ellet's command spent July 5 at Rodney. During the day, 

a flag of truce party was sent out to bury the dead, and to 

arrange for an exchange of prisoners. This party found Con

federate pickets posted within a mile of the river. That 

evening shots were exchanged on the picket line. On the 6th, 

Companies C and D of Crandall's battalion rode out on a re

connaissance and returned with news: Wood's brigade had 

been heavily reinforced by Wirt Adams. There was, of course, 

no truth to his story. When they came back, the horse-marines 

drove in a fine herd of beef cattle. After the cattle had 

been loaded aboard one of the transports, the fleet cast off 

at 10 p.m. and chugged up the Mississippi. 

Early the next morning, July 7, Ellet's division went 

ashore at Grand Gulf and moved out the Port Gibson road. At 

15. Warfare Along the Mississippi, 122; Crandall & Newell, His
tory of the Ram Fleet, 427-428. 

190 



Bayou Pierre, the march was momentarily barred by a Confeder

ate force which disputed the crossing. Ellet employed his 

superior numbers and firepower to scatter the Rebels. Leaving 

the two Negro regiments to hold the crossing, the Mississippi 

Marine Brigade made a dash into Port Gibson, driving a small 

number of the foe through the beautiful little town. Ellet, 

satisfied that the Confederates were not disposed to fight, 

recalled the brigade and returned to Grand Gulf. On July 8 

the vessels again got underway and returned Ellet*s division 

to Vicksburg, where it went ashore on the 9th. 

Ellet*s expedition to Rodney and the advance inland to 

Coleman's plantation was significant in that it kept Wood's 

brigade engaged in Jefferson and Claiborne counties, while 

Slocum's column advanced on Jackson. If Wood had been able 

to join Wirt Adams at Jackson on July 6 and 7, Slocum could 

have been in serious trouble. The activities of Ellet and 

Slocum kept General Lee from rushing additional troops to 

strengthen General Forrest's corps as it girded to meet A. J. 

Smith's advance. If we are to understand Union strategy for 

coping with Forrest, we must take into consideration the use 

made by their generals of their bases at Vicksburg, Natchez, 

and Baton Rouge to send small mobile columns to keep at least 

16. Crandall & Newell, History of the Ram Fleet, 428-429. In 
the fighting at Port Gibson on July 8, the Marine Brigade lost 
one man mortally wounded, and the Confederates one dead and two 
prisoners. 
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three brigades pinned down in southwestern Mississippi. 

The fight at Coleman's plantation on July 4, 1864, was 

a savage affair. In the engagement, two Negro regiments, the 

48th and 52d U. S. C. T, acquitted themselves with honor, as 

they held their ground in the face of slashing attacks by 

Wood's veterans. 
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THE TUPELO CAMPAIGN 

Chapter 8 

Slocum Puts the Squeeze on Wirt Adams 

Col. Joseph Karge, to whom General Washburn had given 

the mission of raiding the Mobile & Ohio Railroad, embarked 

his brigade on eight steamers at Memphis on July 4, 1864. 

Washburn's orders were for Karge to proceed to Vicksburg, 

where he would procure "such aid as is possible from General 

Slocum and make a dash for the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, 

breaking up the Mississippi Central while on the way." The 

latest reports reaching Washburn's headquarters indicated 

that the Rebel railroaders had the track repaired and trains 

running between Panola and Jackson and east from Jackson to 

McDowell's Bluff, Alabama.2 

The transports got underway on the 5th, and dropped down 

the Mississippi to Helena, where they tied up for the night. 

On the 6th the vessels left Helena at daybreak and stopped at 

White River landing to take on wood. At 11 p.m. several of 

the vessels, as they chugged downstream, were fired into by 

Confederate partisans posted on the Mississippi shore near 

1. The steamers on which Karge embarked his troops were: J. D. 
Perry, J. C. Snow, Silver Wave, Madison, Sunny South, Rose Ham-
bleton, Tycoon, and Shenanoge. 

2. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 2, 164. 
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Bolivar. One man was wounded before the Federals could re

turn the fire. 

Vicksburg was reached at 5:30 p.m., on July 7, and the 

horsesoldiers disembarked immediately and marched out the 

Bridgeport road to Clear Creek. The next day, the 8th, the 

brigade rode on to the Big Black, where Karge encountered Slo

cum's column as it was returning from the Jackson expedition. 

When Karge informed Slocum that Washburn had given him the 

mission of making a "dash for the Mobile and Ohio Railroad," 

Slocum exclaimed, "that is impossible!" and ordered Karge 

and his 1,000 cavalry to accompany him back to Vicksburg. 

While Slocum's troops returned to their camps in and around 

3 

the "Hill City," Karge•s brigade encamped at Four-mile Bridge. 

Slocum, on discussing the situation with Karge, learned 

that A. J. Smith's army had marched from La Grange en route 

down the Pontotoc Ridge to engage and break-up General For

rest's corps. With Smith's column in the field, he would 

have to make a second thrust across the Big Black and keep 

the Confederates he had engaged on July 6 and 7 from joining 

the force General Lee was concentrating to oppose Smith's advance. 

On July 9 he issued orders for Brig. Gens. Elias S. Dennis and 

3. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 246. Included in Karge's 
brigade were: the 7th Indiana Cavalry, the 1st Mississippi 
Mounted Rifles, the 4th Missouri Cavalry, the 2d New Jersey 
Cavalry, and the 19th Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
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Isaac F. Shepherd to hold their divisions ready to take the 

field at 4 a.m. on the 10th. When the men moved out, they 

were to carry on their person "five days' small rations (no 

meat) and sixty rounds of ammunition." As hard marches were 

anticipated, no baggage except one blanket per man and one 

cup for coffee would be carried. Officers were admonished 

"to confine themselves to what they can carry." Colonel 

Karge was to report to Slocum on the Big Black on July 10. 

The bluecoats were on the road by the designated hour. 

There was a torrential rain during the day, which slowed the 

march to the forward staging area. At Big Black Bridge, 

Karge reported to Brig. Gen. Alfred W. Ellet on the evening 

of July 10. Slocum had placed Ellet in charge of the 2,000 

horsesoldiers that were to accompany the column. In addition 

to Karge's unit, Ellet's command included the Mississippi Marine 

Brigade and Major Mumford's brigade. The 4,000 infantry as

signed to the expedition were organized into two divisions, 

one led by General Dennis and the other by General Shepherd. 

A Confederate spy, J. C. Howard, was at Dr. Cook's four 

miles east of Vicksburg, and he had watched the Federals tramp 

4. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 2, 169-170. 

5. 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 246. 

6. Crandall & Newell, History of the Ram Fleet, 429-430. 
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past. He estimated the force at from 9,000 to 10,000 and had 

heard soldiers boast that they would be in "Dixie tomorrow." 

All that he saw and heard satisfied him that General Slocum 

had called out all available troops in and around Vicksburg, 

including seven Negro regiments, for the expedition. This 

information was in General Wirt Adams' hands by nightfall.7 

Slocum's powerful column crossed the Big Black at day

break on July 11 and marched by way of Edwards Station to 

Auburn, a distance of 24 miles. Until he reached Auburn, 

Slocum was unsure of his next move. Before leaving Vicksburg, 

he had been inclined to march eastward, then turn his army 

northward, beat up the region between the Big Black and Yazoo, 

and then occupy Yazoo City. In fact, he had alerted the navy 

to have boats standing by to transport supplies to Yazoo City. 

Now he learned from his scouts that a considerable force of 

Rebel cavalry, Col. Robert Wood's brigade, was still operating 

in and around Port Gibson. He determined to move against Wood. 

On July 12 the Union column took the field at daybreak 

and headed for Utica. A patrol from Karge's brigade, screening 

the army's left, entered Raymond. Confederate scouts were en

countered as the bluecoats marched southwestward. There was 

slight skirmishing throughout the day between these butternuts 

7« 0. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 355; 0. R., Series I, Vol. 
39, pt. 2, 700-701. 
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and Karge ' s c ava l ry screening Slocum's i n f a n t r y . 

Soon a f t e r the army bivouacked in and around Ut ica , a 

Rebel p a t r o l a s s a i l e d a p i cke t post manned by the Miss i s s ipp i 

Marine Brigade. The foe was repu l sed with t h e l o s s of t h r e e 

k i l l e d and four wounded. A house near where the marines were 

camped was searched, and Confederate uniforms and arras were 

found. About n i g h t f a l l t h r e e sons of the owner of the house 

were cap tu red , as they came in t o spend the n i g h t , being i g 

norant of the presence of t he b l u e c o a t s . These men belonged 

t o Capt . Ike Whi taker ' s Scouts , and much of the time they 

were in the h a b i t of boarding at home. " T h i s , " a Union d i a r 

i s t recorded , "must have been fa"] very p l ea san t way of s o l -
g 

d i e r i n g . " 

General Ellet, early on the 13th, sent out several combat 

patrols to feel for the foe. A battalion of the Mississippi 

Marine Brigade made a five-mile sweep without seeing any Con

federates, but the 1st Mississippi Mounted Rifles of Karge's 

command'was ambushed by a detachment from Wood's Mississippi 

Cavalry Regiment. The blacks fought their way out of the trap, 

with the loss of several men, including their commander, Maj. 

8. O. R.. Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 246, 256; Thomas S. Cogley, 
History of the 7th Indiana Cavalry Volunteers... (LaPorte, 1876), 
117; Vicksburg Daily Herald, July 23, 1864; Crandall & Newell, 
History of the Ram Fleet, 430i 

9. Crandall & Newell, History of the Ram Fleet, 430-431. 
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Samuel O. Shorey, who was cap tu red . 

Slocum how put h i s column i n t o motion fo r Rocky Spr ings . 

As on the previous day, Union h o r s e s o l d i e r s screening the ad

vance c lashed with p a t r o l s from Wood's b r i g a d e . Simultaneously, 

Colonel S c o t t ' s b r i g a d e , having come down from Jackson, harassed 

Slocum's r ea rgua rd . N i g h t f a l l found the Federa l s encamped 

on the Port Gibson road , t h r e e mi les southwest of Rocky Spr ings . 

An e a r l y s t a r t was made on Ju ly 14. As the column marched t o 

ward Port Gibson, Colonel Wood and h i s h o r s e s o l d i e r s made no 

a t tempt t o delay t he march. I n s t e a d , they harassed the r e a r 

guard, Karge ' s b r i g a d e . There was a s p i r i t e d f i gh t near Rocky 

Springs t h a t l a s t e d almost an hour . After the b luecoa t s had 

gone i n t o camp in and around Port Gibson, one of Wood's com

ba t p a t r o l s su rp r i sed and cap tured a 26-man foraging p a r t y 

from the 2d New Je rsey Cavalry . 

The movements of Slocum's command perplexed the Confed

e r a t e s . At f i r s t , General Wirt Adams be l i eved t h a t Jackson 

was again t h e F e d e r a l s ' goa l , and he concen t ra ted S c o t t ' s and 

McGuirk's b r igades for the c i t y ' s defense . But when the Yan

kees turned and marched through Utica and on t o Port Gibson, 

he decided t h a t they were out t o " s t e a l c o t t o n , " a l a rge 

q u a n t i t y of which was s t o r e d on the p l a n t a t i o n s around Ut ica 

and Dry Grove. 

10. 0 . R. , S e r i e s I , Vol . 39, p t . 1, 246-247, 356; Cranda l l & 
Newell, His tory of the Ram F l e e t , 432; Main, The 3d U. S. Colored 
Cavalry , 181. 

11 . Vicksburg Daily Herald, Ju ly 23 , 1864. 
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Slocum on July 15, satisfied that he had kept the Con

federate division led by General Adams occupied long enough to 

ensure A. J. Smith's success against the Confederates in north

east Mississippi, marched his troops to Grand Gulf, where he 

was to rendezvous with the navy. Two cavalry regiments, the 

7th Indiana and the 2d New Jersey, remained in Port Gibson as 

a rear guard. About 10 a.m. the Rebels attacked the picket line 

south of town. Col. John P. C. Shanks, after satisfying himself 

that the last of the infantry had crossed Bayou Pierre, recalled 

his pickets and evacuated Port Gibson. The citizens signaled 

this information to Colonel Wood by ringing the church bells. 

Wood's brigade advanced through the town, cheered on by the in

habitants. Colonel Shanks, employing successive companies to 

blunt the Rebel onset, fought a skillful delaying action. 

General Ellet, hearing the rattle of small-arms, rushed the 

Mississippi Marine Brigade to Shanks' assistance. At Bayou Pierre, 

the Confederates, hoping to cut off the escape of the rear companies, 

came pounding forward at a charge. All the command, except Com

pany F, 7th Indiana Cavalry, had forded the stream. Company 

F did not panic. The troopers took cover, faced to the rear, 

and when Wood's brigade swept around a bend in the road, they 

sent a volley from their seven-shot Spencers crashing into 

the head of the column at pointblank range. Before the but

ternuts could recover their wits, the Indianans had escaped 
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across Bayou Pierre. 

After the 7th Indiana had forded the stream and had gone 

into camp, one of Shepherd's Negro regiments established a 

roadblock on the Grand Gulf road. Before the day was over, 

the blacks were able to ambush one of Wood's patrols, killing 

12 and capturing several butternuts. 

On Sunday, July 16, while Slocum's troops were camped 

at Grand Gulf waiting for the transports, the Confederates 

mounted an attack on the outpost guarding the Port Gibson 

road. Three hundred butternuts led by Maj. E, A. Peyton 

charged the post manned by 30 men of the 5th Illinois Cavalry, 

supported by a company of the 3d U. S. Colored Cavalry. At 

the call "to arms," the men of the 3d U. S. Colored Cavalry, 

the unit camped nearest the outpost, were turned out. Major 

Cook led his command out on the double and up the steep es

carpment. The men were gasping for breath by the time they 

reached the area, where the men of the outpost were fighting 

for their lives. One company was rushed to reinforce the out

post, while Major Cook dashed to the left with the remainder 

of his regiment. Concealed by a ravine to the left of the road, 

the blacks gained the Rebels' flank. Cook brought his front 

12. Cogley, History of the 7th Indiana Cavalry, 118; Crandall 
& Newell, History of the Ram Fleet, 432. Wood's brigade at 
this time included: Wood's Regiment, Moorman's Battalion, Stubbs' 
Battalion, Peyton's Battalion, and a section of Company A, 1st 
Mississippi Light Artillery. 
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i n t o l i n e , and the dismounted cavalrymen gave Pey ton ' s people 

a v o l l e y from t h e i r c a r b i n e s , and dashed forward b laz ing away 

with t h e i r r e v o l v e r s . The Confederates panicked, took t o 

t h e i r h e e l s , and s c a t t e r e d i n t o the brush and g u l l i e s . Major 

Peyton, f ind ing himself de se r t ed by h i s b a t t a l i o n , surrendered 

13 
t o L t . Edwin F a r l e y . 

Meanwhile, Slocum's i n f a n t r y and t h e r e s t of E l l e t ' s cav

a l ry had f a i l e d out ready for b a t t l e . To guard aga ins t a r e 

newal of t he a t t a c k , Slocum posted two of h i s i n f a n t r y r e g i 

ments, t he 72d I l l i n o i s and the 58th Ohio, in t he r i f l e - p i t s 

14 
commanding t h e approaches t o the gu t t ed v i l l a g e . 

While Major Cook e s c o r t e d Major Peyton to General S lo 

cum's command p o s t , Major Mumford had the men of t he 5 th I l 

l i n o i s and 3d U. S. Colored Cavalry take a body coun t . They 

repor t ed f ind ing f i v e Rebel dead and e igh t p r i s o n e r s , not 

counting Peyton. When Cook in t roduced Peyton t o Slocum, the 

general extended h i s hand and s a id , "Major Peyton, I am very 

g lad t o meet you." 

To which g r e e t i n g , Peyton answered, "I r e g r e t very much 

General t h a t I cannot say the same t o you."3-5 

13. Main, The 3d U. S. Colored Cavalry , 180, 182-183. 

14. O. R. , S e r i e s I , Vol. 39, p t . 1, 247, 356; Vicksburg 
Daily Herald , Ju ly 2 1 , 1864. 

15. Main, The 3d U. S. Colored Cavalry , 180-181. Subsequently, 
Major Peyton was exchanged for Major Shorey. Peyton, a r e s i d e n t 
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By noon a number of transports had arrived, and the in

fantry and artillery were ordered aboard for the return to 

Vicksburg, where they disembarked on July 17. Ellet and his 

cavalry were embarked at noon on the 17th on the vessels of 

the Mississippi Marine Brigade. The horsesoldiers were put 

ashore at a point 20 river-miles below Vicksburg, at 5 p.m., 

and marched up the Warrenton road to within three miles of 

the city before camping. Karg^'s brigade on the 18th re-

occupied its former camp at Four-mile Bridge, where it re

mained until July 20, when it rode into Vicksburg and re-em

barked on the steamers of the Marine Brigade. The fleet soon 

got under way. The run up the Mississippi took three and one-

half days, and the brigade went ashore at Memphis at 6 a.m. 

on the 24th, after an absence of 20 days. ° 

Slocum's seven-day expedition from the Big Black to Grand 

Gulf was significant for it helped contribute to A. J. Smith's 

victory at Tupelo. But for this expedition, at least one of 

Wirt Adams' brigades would have been present in northeast Mis

sissippi during the second week of July 1864. More important, 

the pressure exerted by Slocum on Adams' district, along with 

of Satartia, had served in the Mississippi Rifles in the Mexi
can War. Among the Confederate dead was a Mr. Wilson, who owned 
a large nearby plantation and claimed to be a "Union" man, having 
taken the oath of allegiance. Crandall & Newell, History of the 
Ram Fleet, 433. 

16. O. R., Series I, Vol. 39, pt. 1, 247, 356. 
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the threat to Mobile, was the decisive factor in causing Gen

era l Lee to forget h i s strategy of drawing A. J . Smith's co l 

umn deeper into Mississippi , and t o make his i l l -advised a s 

sault on the Union posit ion at Harrisburg on July 14. 
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THE TUPELO CAMPAIGN 

Chapter 9 

Recommendations 

I. Site for Interpreting the Tupelo Campaign 

While the present location of the Tupelo National Battle

field Site is not ideal for interpreting the story of the 

Tupelo Campaign, it is superior to the one suggested in the 

proposed Master Plan for Natchez Trace Parkway. The ground 

encompassed in the present site is located about 300 yards 

to the rear of the position held during the battle on July 

14 by Colonel Murray's right flank regiment, the 122d Illinois. 

It is also close to the position where the gunners of the 2d 

Iowa Battery unlimbered their guns. The area adjacent to the 

point where the Parkway overpasses State Highway 6, where it 

is proposed to interpret the Tupelo Campaign,is not as in

timately associated with the fighting on the morning of July 

14. The area would be to the rear of the ground from which 

Crossland's and Bell's brigades advanced to assault Smith's 

position east of Harrisburg A wayside exhibit here, however, 

would be more accessible to visitors driving the Parkway than 

the one at the National Battlefield Site. 

We believe there is another site on the Parkway that may 

be better suited to interpreting the Tupelo Campaign than the 

present site or the proposed site at the Highway 6 overpass. 
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On July 15 the Federals abandoned their position at Harris-

burg and started for Ellistown, via Tupelo. The road fol

lowed by the Federals crossed Oldtown Creek, one mile south

east of Clayton's Store. Savage fighting took place here 

late on July 15. The Parkway passes nearby, and if a site 

commanding the crossing is available, it would be ideal for 

interpreting the Tupelo Campaign. Here, the Service would 

have: (a) ground intimately involved in the fighting; (b) 

ease of access from the Parkway; and (c) a commanding view. 

It is our recommendation that the Tupelo Campaign be in

terpreted from a site commanding the crossing of Oldtown Creek. 

Four guns to identify Rice's Battery could be emplaced near 

the interpretive shelter. 

II. Other Interpretive Features 

What transpired at Harrisburg on July 14 was dictated by 

what happened on July 13 on the Pontotoc-Tupelo road and events 

in southwest Mississippi in the first weeks of July. We there

fore recommend (a) that either audio or graphics be used to 

inform the visitor of the happening on July 13, as A. J. Smith 

stole a march on Forrest; and (b) that consideration be given 

to erecting a marker near Coleman's plantation. This marker should 

interpret the story of Union activities in southwest Mississippi 

that had a vital effect on Confederate strategy and helped 

precipitate the battle on July 14. 
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Finally, the current interpretive marker at Tupelo NBS 

should be redone. For example undue emphasis is given to 

Tyler's activities east of Tupelo. People looking at the map 

and text have been heard to comment that with Tyler east of 

the Mobile & Ohio the Confederates had Smith all but surroun

ded on July 14. In reality Tyler's command numbered less than 

100 men and constituted no threat to the Federals. 
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