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Introduction Julia Dent Grant's legacy is still being explored. Although a typical woman of her era in
some respects, she was extraordinary in many other ways. She had great strength of
character, shared in the mixed fortunes of husband Ulysses S. Grant, promoted his
welfare, loved and cared for her family, and enjoyed her responsibilities as first lady.

She captured many of her life's experiences in writing The Personal Memoirs of Julia
Dent Grant (Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant).

Childhood Julia Boggs Dent was born January 26,
1826, in St. Louis, Missouri, the daughter of
English-American parents Colonel
Frederick Dent and Ellen Wrenshall Dent.

Julia, the fifth of eight children and the
first girl, felt she was pampered by her
brothers, but believed she remained

unspoiled. Her energetic nature was
matched by a firmness of will. Growing up
at White Haven, she fished, rode horses,
and played in the woods. Her playmates
included enslaved children, who would
eventually become her enslaved servants
as adults.

Courtship and
Marriage

As a schoolgirl, Julia declared that she
would marry "a soldier^ a gallant, brave,
dashing soldier." After returning home
from boarding school, she met that soldier
in Ulysses S. Grant. Stationed at nearby
Jefferson Barracks and invited to White
Haven by his former West Point
roommate, Fred Dent, Ulysses became a
frequent visitor. He and Julia particularly

enjoyed walks and horseback rides
together. Grant proposed in the spring of
1844, but their marriage was delayed until
August 22,1848 due to his service in the
war with Mexico. Their 37 years of
marriage were marked by love, trust, and
respect, and Julia fondly recalled her
husband as "the nicest and handsomest

man I ever saw."

Motherhood
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The Grants had four healthy children:
Frederick, Ulysses Jr. (called Buck), Ellen

(called Nellie or Missy), and Jesse.
Although Ulysses' army duty took them to
the far corners of the nation, Julia returned
home to White Haven for the birth of their

first child and after the birth of Ulysses Jr.
in Ohio. Their last two children were born

at the White Haven estate after Grant's

resignation from the army in 1854. Julia's
love for her children was constant. She

always made sure to broaden their
horizons through education. The boys
accompanied Ulysses to the front during
the war, the children attended White
House social functions, and were included
on the Grants' around-the-world-tour.

Farming Life By 1855, the Grants farmed 80 acres of land
given to Julia as a wedding gift by her
father. Ulysses also managed the rest of
the White Haven estate. Those days were
financially trying for the Grants, but Julia
remained supportive of her hard-working
husband. She considered herself "a

splendid farmer's wife," raising chickens
and even churning butter once. Except for
making cake once a week, she left the

cooking and other housework to the
slaves. During the Civil War, she served as
the financial manager and agent for White
Haven in her husband's absence. She

leased sections of the farm, collected rent,
and consolidated land titles according to
Ulysses' instructions. Even through her
husband's presidency and her many
travels, she still considered the farm
"home."




