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"President Grant's Farm Near St. Louis" from Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, October 16, 1875.

On March 1,1872, President Ulysses S. Grant established the country's first National
Park, Grant could not have imagined that 117 years and some 360 park units later,
President George Bush would sign legislation authorizing his home. White Haven, as
Ulysses S, Grant National Historic Site, The National Park Service is restoring White
Haven as a tangible reminder of the man, his life, his wife Julia, and theirfamily,

Ulysses S, Grant National Historic Site consists offive historic structures (a two-story
residence, a stone out-building, a barn, an ice house, and a chicken house) on a 9,65-acre
plot of land. The groundsfeature several hundred trees representing more than 50 species
and is a haven for a variety of wildlife such as raccoon, woodchuck, rabbit, squirrel, red
fox, and an assortment of birds.

Ulysses S. Grant and White Haven
Lieutenant Ulysses S. Grant was assigned to St. Louis' nearby Jefferson
Bairacksfoliowinghisgraduationffom West Point in 1843. Soon after
arriving in the city, he visited the family ofhis former roommate, Frederick

Dent, at their plantation on Gravois Creek. There he met Fred's sister
Julia, and afterwards his visits became quite regular. Upon learning of
his regiment's impending transfer, Grant proposed to Julia in 1844, and
the couple eventually married in 1848.

The White Haven property was a focal point in Ulysses' and Julia's
lives for four decades. The Grants lived here off and on during the
1850s. Although the family moved to Galena, Illinois, in 1860, the
Grants continued to think of White Haven as their family home. By
1870, President Grant owned nearly 1,100 acres of the White Haven

farm and began readying the property for a relaxing retirement.
Although unknown circumstances caused him to abandon those
retirement plans, Grant retained ownership of the property until a
few months before his death in 1885.

President Ulysses S, Grant

About Your Visit

Ulysses S. Grant National Historic Site is located in south St. Louis County, Missouri, on Grant Road, off
of Gravois Road (Route 30) and adjacent to the privately-owned and operated Grant's Farm. It is open
seven days a week from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., with the exception of Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day,
and New Year's Day. The park's visitor center is located in the historic bam, and includes a staffed
information desk, exhibits about the Grants and White Haven, public restrooms, and a sales area offering
books and other items.

Guided interpretive tours of the property are provided daily. Due to the preservation work being done on
the historic site, the nature and availability of these ranger-led tours are subject to change. For schools and
other groups of 10 or more, tours are available by reservation, and off-site programs can be arranged.
Special programs are also presented periodically. For current tour and program information, to make a
group reservation, or if you have any questions, you may contact the visitor center at 314/842-3298.




