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A Message
From the President

Welcome to Autumn 2009! Another
beautiful season to celebrate the
heritage of Grey Towers – the
bountiful past and the future to be
filled with cherished memories.
This past year, the Grey Towers
Heritage Association has worked to
fulfill that heritage with music, arts
and literary programs, and support
and recognition for Grey Towers
volunteers and interns. We added to
the success of the annual Festival of
Wood and were thrilled with the
response to our living history
program, President Theodore
Roosevelt.

This fall, in keeping with the
traditions and legacy of the Pinchot
family, we will once again present a
Night with Edgar Allen Poe with
readings from books found in the
Pinchot library; host the
environmental films with the Black
Bear Film Festival and celebrate all of
the volunteers who donate hundreds
of hours at Grey Towers throughout
the year with a traditional holiday
reception.

Rachel Carson and Cornelia Pinchot:
Courageous Women Who Made a Difference

By Leila Pinchot, GTHA Board Member
Cornelia Pinchot and Rachel Carson may have
used different approaches to what they saw as their
mission in life, but both shared an innate talent for
effectively articulating their respective missions to
the public eye. Pinchot, who lived at Grey Towers
with her husband Gifford Pinchot from 1914 until
her death in 1960, was an energetic extrovert.
Carson (1907-1964) of Springdale, PA, was mildmannered and unassuming. Pinchot worked
tirelessly for the suffrage movement, child labor
laws, and supported her husband’s political
endeavors; while Carson is best known for
bringing attention to the detrimental effects of
pesticides and encouraging a curiosity for nature.

Carson exhibited, from an early age, a remarkable
gift for language and keen fascination with nature.
This exceptional combination is what made her
books so popular and message so influential. In a
time when scientific culture was obsessed with
molecular science, the breaking down of nature Rachel Carson at Hawk Mountain, PA.
into tiny compartmentalized pieces, Carson, in her
writings about the sea, and later in her celebrated Silent Spring, was able to enliven nature
through literary expression. She articulated the
interconnectedness of life and emphasized the
"A Sense of Wonder" film
responsibility that humans had to respect that interabout Rachel Carson
connectedness. In doing so, Carson helped spark
at EnviroFest, Sun. Oct. 18 the modern environmental movement.

While Carson’s approach to enlightening the public
was humble and disciplined, Pinchot’s was much
more of a boisterous rebellion. She was forthright
and unashamed, unabashedly maneuvering in a
male-dominated political scene from which
women were largely excluded. Her efforts helped
gain the right for women to vote and to bring to
public attention the need for better labor laws for
men, women and children. She helped bring the
social justice element to her husband’s political
platform and together they accomplished much to
improve the lives of Pennsylvanians and
Americans.

Our focus – on Community, Culture
and Conservation – enables us to
reach out to the community to bring
you closer to the ideals and
philosophy of the Pinchot family and
to enjoy this national treasure.

Please join us in all our endeavors
and become a member of the GTHA.
We welcome you with enthusiastic
appreciation.
b J. Buchanan
h
Barbara
President

Cornelia Pinchot, at suffragette
parade in NYC

Pinchot and Carson are two examples of women
who were able to enlighten the American mindset.
Both women challenged the excessive and
frivolous use of power, Carson in demanding that
man be aware of his effect on the natural world,
and Pinchot in her egalitarian efforts. Both serve
as exemplaries of courageous servants to the public
good.
Leila Pinchot spent her childhood summers
exploring the woods of Milford. She is now
studying chestnut restoration at the University of
Tennessee.

Diversified Funding Helps Us Expand Programs

One of our goals is to expand the depth of our community connection. We
are strategically accomplishing this by diversifying the types of public
programs we offer at Grey Towers, always being sure to stay focused on
our conservation and legacy mission.

In order to expand public programs and reach new audiences, we have set
out to raise funds from a variety of sources. We are working to identify
and apply for grants and other funds, and increase individual support.
In addition to funding through a Cooperative Agreement with the US
Forest Service, the GTHA successfully secured funds from other sources
that enabled us to provide a number of free public programs this year.

Pocono Arts Council: We received funding from the Pocono Arts
Council to offer free music during the Festival of Wood, the annual Grey
Towers signature event.

PA Council on the Arts: With the help of Pike County, we received
funding to offer free Conservation and the Arts programs, including a
GTHA provided music at the Festival of Wood
free concert during the Milford Music Festival, storytelling for children,
a poetry reading focused on the Delaware River and forests, and support for the free environmental films during the EnviroFest part of Black Bear
Film Festival.
PA Tourism Office: We received a Festival Marketing Initiative grant that helped us publicize the Festival of Wood to visitors outside of the
region to bring new visitors to the community and stimulate local tourism.

Individual Donations and Membership Fees: The generous support of those who have donated money and/or joined our association enables us
to support and deliver additional public programs.

Along with the goals we set forth in our strategic plan, the GTHA has ambitious plans for the future which will require additional funding. We
are open to suggestions and ideas about funding sources as well as programs you would like to see us sponsor at Grey Towers.

GTHA ON THE WEB
LOG ON FOR MORE INFO...

The GTHA website is an attractive, interactive site that offers lots of information and access. In addition to an
accurate and timely calendar of events, the site also offers a link to podcasts, videos, shopping and an opportunity
to sign up for electronic notices and mailings!

We are pleased with the interest that we have seen in traffic to the website, www.greytowers.org. For example,
from July 10 thru August 9, 2009 our site had 1,514 visits and 4,168 page views, which equated to viewings of 2.70 pages/visit. This resulted in
a new visitor rate of 79.75%!
Although these are modest numbers, it is exciting to know that even though we are focused on history and the past, we can take advantage of modern
technology to embrace the future. If you haven’t visited our website, please do so, and suggest improvements so that we can continue this forward trend.

GTHA, National Historian Partner for Scholar-in-Residence Program

An exciting new project that will help embrace the past while building a foundation for the future of conservation will soon be available at Grey
Towers, thanks to a collaborative effort between the Grey Towers Heritage Association, the US Forest Service National Historian and Grey Towers.

A Scholar-in-Residence program will provide a stipend and lodging for graduate students and professional historians who have an interest in the
history of conservation in America. Participants can immerse themselves in the ambiance of Grey Towers while researching, writing and creating works that explore conservation history in America. The idyllic setting will free participants from distractions, while inspiring new directions
and ideas about conservation, forestry and the US Forest Service.

The program is another example of creative thinking and a way for the GTHA to fulfill its mission, while providing mutual benefit to the Forest
Service and Grey Towers.
Applications will be available Spring 2010 and can be obtained from the GTHA or Forest Service Historian Lincoln Bramwell at 202.205.0958
or contact Grey Towers at 570.296.9672.

A Photo Collage of the Season at Grey Towers
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1 - GTHA President Barbara Buchanan and Volunteer Ruth Randone enjoy refreshments provided by the GTHA at the annual Volunteer Reception around the Fingerbowl. 2 - Actor
Joe Weigand “fooled” the audience with his portrayal of President Theodore Roosevelt and stories of how he and Gifford Pinchot helped save our nation’s forests. 3 - Members of
the Black Bear Conservatory of Music, Hawley, PA, performed at a GTHA-sponsored concert at Grey Towers during the Milford Music Festival. 4 - Visitors young and old enjoyed
free ice cream during a re-creation of Gov. Gifford Pinchot’s ice cream social at Grey Towers. GTHA plans to make this an annual event! 5 - Volunteers and friends share kinship at
GTHA-sponsored recognition. 6 - Families enjoyed storytelling during the GTHA-sponsored Literary Arts weekend, which also included a poetry reading.

Internship Sponsorship Provides Educational Opportunities

If you attended an interpretive tour at Grey Towers this year you may have had the pleasure
of meeting one of three interns who were sponsored by the Grey Towers Heritage Association.
In a new program launched this year, the GTHA provided support for college students who
donated more than 400 hours each and led tours, assisted visitors, helped deliver public
programs and completed individual projects before they headed back to campus this fall.

The experience provided an educational opportunity for the students that enhanced their
academic experiences. In the past, interns were recruited from environmental and/or
conservation programs. The GTHA program opened up the Grey Towers opportunity to
students pursuing other academic interests that could be explored through the program.

For example, Mary Lord of Dingmans Ferry, a 2005 Delaware Valley High School graduate,
received her degree in History from Kutztown University in May. As a GTHA intern, she
learned a lot about conservation history that she will be able to utilize as she continues her
studies in the Master’s Program at University of Vermont.
Victoria Gottlieb and Mary Lord
take a break during their day at Grey Towers.

Victoria Gottlieb of Eldred, NY, a junior studying art history at SUNY Brockport, learned about James Pinchot’s influence on the arts and the efforts
he made to connect conservation and the arts. She created a brochure about James’ influence and came away with a new appreciation of how the
arts can affect society’s thinking about natural resources.

Megann Long-Voelkner comes from a US Forest Service family, with parents who both work for the agency and “are jealous” that she had an
opportunity to live and work at Grey Towers. For Megann, who is studying landscape architecture at the University of North Dakota, the internship
was “a great experience” that helped her with skills such as public speaking, “definitely something that will help me in school and in my career.”

If you are or know a college student who could benefit from an internship experience at Grey Towers, contact the GTHA at 570.296.9625 or send
an email to info@greytowers.org.

M EMBERSHIP F ORM
Yes, I want to join the Grey Towers Heritage Association.
Please choose your membership level. (Memberships are annual except where noted.)

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS
Individual Associate: $30 – (Senior Citizen: $25, Student: $10) Free tour ticket to Grey Towers for the calendar year.
Associate/Household: $50 – Two free tour tickets to Grey Towers for the calendar year, and donation toward tree
Associate/Household: planting.
Patron: $250 – Two free passes to Grey Towers for the calendar year and a GTHA recycled cotton tote.
Sponsor: $500 – Two free passes to Grey Towers for the calendar year and copy of Gifford Pinchot & the Making of
Modern Environmentalism.
Sustainer: $1,000 – Four free passes to Grey Towers for the calendar year, copy of Gifford Pinchot & the Making of
Modern Environmentalism and GTHA recycled cotton tote.
Lifetime Benefactor: $5,000* – Two lifetime passes to Grey Towers, copy of Gifford Pinchot
& the Making of Modern Environmentalism, GTHA recycled cotton tote and one-of-a-kind piece
of Grey Towers-inspired art. *50% goes toward endowment (Leave A Legacy).
Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________________________________ State ______________ Zip ____________________
Phone _________________________________________________ Fax ______________________________________________________
Email _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Make check payable to: Grey Towers Heritage Association, and mail to: GTHA, P.O. Box 188, Milford, PA 18337.
GTHA IS A 501 (c)(3) charitable organization; contributions are tax deductible. Thank you!
Printed on Recycled Paper
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Autumn at Grey Towers
For More Information: 570.296.9630

OCTOBER
Saturday, October 3rd
THE PINCHOT FAMILY AND MILFORD DOWNTOWN WALKING TOUR, 11 AM
Join us on this guided walking tour and learn how the Pinchot family helped shape the community. Meet
at Ann Street Park. Free.

Thursday, October 15th
COME PAINT WITH ME, 10:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Landscape painting program. You can either join the artists or observe them at work in the fields and forests
of Grey Towers for these outdoor painting and sketching sessions. Bring your own materials and a picnic
lunch. Free. 570-775-6896

Sunday, October 18th
ENVIROFEST
Free environmental films as part of the community Black Bear Film Festival. There will be a free shuttle
bus between DVHS, Milford and Grey Towers. www.blackbearfilm.com for schedule.
(Sponsored by the Grey Towers Heritage Association and the US Forest Service at Grey Towers)

Saturday, October 24th
EVOLUTION OF THE GREY TOWERS LANDSCAPE:
AUTUMN IN CORNELIA’S GARDENS, 1:30 P.M.
Meet Horticulturist Elizabeth Hawke at the Visitor Pavilion to view the fabulous foliage displays of the
native shrubs, the Japanese maple display, the historic Sugar Maple planted by General William T. Sherman
and the historic landscape. Regular tour fees apply.

Sunday, October 25th
CEMETERY WALK, 1:30 P.M.
Local historian and GTHA Board Member Peter Osborne will share the history of the Laurel Hill Cemetery,
Milford’s original town graveyard, on the grounds of Grey Towers. Meet at the Visitor Pavilion in the parking
lot. Wear sturdy shoes. Free. Do you want to become a cemetery steward? Call 570.296.9672 or attend the walk
to learn more!
(Sponsored by the Grey Towers Heritage Association and the US Forest Service at Grey Towers)

Saturday, October 31st
Dramatic Reading, 6:00 & 8:00 p.m.
Halloween Dramatic Reading by the American Readers Theatre Company. “A Night With Poe.” Tickets
$15 pp. Note: Tickets for the 8 pm seating won’t be available until the 6 pm seating is full. Call 570.296.9625
or purchase online at www.greytowers.org.
(Sponsored by the Grey Towers Heritage Association and the US Forest Service at Grey Towers)

REGULAR SEASON TOURS END.

NOVEMBER
Saturdays and Sundays, 1 pm and 3 pm (Nov. 1, 7-8, 14-15, 21-22)
See all three floors of the mansion on these special guided tours. Regular fees apply.
Please Note: Sunday Nov 1 tours will NOT go to the second and third floors.

DECEMBER
A Celebration of the Season at Grey Towers

Saturday, Dec. 5, and Sunday, Dec. 6, 2 pm:
“A Christmas Carol” dramatic reading by Joe
Plummer and Son, now in its 28th year! Tickets,
$15 pp, at Grey Towers or call 570-296-9625 or
online at greytowers.org

Saturday, Dec. 12, 2-4 p.m.: Gifford Pinchot
Audubon Society Annual Holiday Program and
Tea. Enjoy the decorations and kinship with light
refreshments and program presented by the
Audubon Society. Free.

A
Christmas
Carol

Sunday, Dec. 13, 1-4 pm: Holiday Open House kick-off. Seasonal entertainment, hot
chocolate and cookies, enjoy the mansion, beautifully decorated for the season by
the Milford Garden Club. FREE
Monday thru Friday, Dec. 14-18, 1 & 3 p.m.: Holiday Tours, all three floors of the
mansion. Regular tour fees apply.
Saturday, Dec. 19 and Sunday, Dec. 20, 1-4 p.m.: Holiday Open House, view all
three floors of the mansion at your own pace. Regular tour fees apply.

Monday thru Wednesday, Dec. 21-23, 1 & 3 p.m.: Holiday Tours, all three floors of
the mansion. Regular tour fees apply.
(CLOSED DEC 24 – 26)

Sunday thru Wednesday, Dec. 27-30, 1-4 p.m.: Holiday Open House, view all three
floors of the mansion at your own pace. Regular tour fees apply.
(CLOSED DEC 31)

Holiday Schedule subject
to change. Please check
before visiting.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

SEE YOU NEXT SPRING!

