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Administratorôs Corner 
 

Greetings, 
 

Happy autumn to everyone!  The unforgettable autumn color along the 

Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) National Historic Trail (NPNHT) is truly awe-

inspiring.  It is the most beautiful place on earth to many of us.  There 

truly is something different to see and enjoy around every corner with the 

gorgeous fall foliage. 
 

Autumn on the Trail and Auto Tour Route certainly requires that you 

bring your camera with you.  Taking in the amazing natural beauty of the 

seasonal changes and the colors that come with it is second to none.  The 

NPNHT offers visitor a wide range of native foliage to view, from the 

larch in the mountains to cottonwood and aspen and willows and sumac  

along rivers and streams.   The NPNHT offers a vast array of activities 

from fall hiking, biking, fishing, and riding ATVs on the rugged roads of 

the Auto Tour route. 
 

Fall is also elk rutting season, when males are showing their antlers and calling out for mates.  Many hunters 

also migrate to the trail in the fall for the big hunt.  Visitors can look for evidence of where these magnificent 

creatures have rubbed their antlers on trees along the Trail to help rid them of the velvet (a hairy skin 

covering). 
 

The never ending days of fall offer motorcyclists on the Auto Tour Route a fresh new way to visit some 

unique and interesting stops.  The NPNHT Auto Tour takes you through many beautiful communities, weaves 

around lakes, across rivers, through the farmland flats, and up rolling hills that will surely take your breath 

away. 
 

Visiting the Trail and Auto Tour route is easy; itôs leaving thatôs difficult!  Enjoy your travel experiences and 

donôt forget you camera. 
 

Inside this report you will find a few brief highlights of what we are up to.  I feel inspired and reinvigorated!  

Our team works to collect, show, and preserve the trail history.  We serve as a resource for people inquiring 

about the Trail, educating and hosting historical related events, and continuously working to keep the Trail 

history alive. 
 

Enjoy this beautiful season along the NPNHT. 

 

         Sandra Broncheau-McFarland, 
         Administrator, NPNHT 

  
 

 

Sandra Broncheau-McFarland  
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http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/npnht/home/?cid=fsbdev3_055663
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/npnht/home/?cid=fsbdev3_055663
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Fire Visits the Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) National Historic Trail in Central Idaho 
 

The 180 wildfires that burned on the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests this past summer were a result of lightning storms on 

August 9-11, reminding us that Mother Nature continues to play a major role in forest ecosystems. The total acreage of federal lands 

burned on the Forests from that lightning event reached more than 182,000 acres.  
 

Fire suppression containment efforts by firefighters have allowed the mobilization of 

BAER (Burned Area Emergency Response) teams and recovery efforts are already 

underway in some areas. 
 

Wetting rains in early and mid-September moderated fire behavior across the Nez Perce-

Clearwater National Forests, but did not provide the precipitation needed to be 

considered season ending events.  More recent weather has brought the season to an end. 
 

Heavy autumn rain may at times result in rock and mudslides along the steep terrain of 

U.S. Highway 12 and areas in the vicinity of recent burn scars.   Travelers should be 

alert to debris on the road.  
 

A Bureau of Land Management (BLM) administered 80-acre parcel witnessed a 

significant burning event as part of the Clearwater Complex Fire.  The Nez Perce (Nee-

Me-Poo) and Lewis and Clark National Historic Trails pass through this parcel in a north- 

south orientation. The majority of trees across this area have been killed.  Emergency 

stabilization actions will be developed to protect the trail tread as part of the BAER 

effort. The information below provides a context of the trail condition previous to the fire 

and several preliminary photographs of how the trail appears post fire (photos right).  
 

National Historic Trail tread is evident the full length of the BLM administered parcel. 

This trail has been GPSed with mixed results because of the past tree canopy.   In the past 

there were issues with trees blowing over and the roots upending and in some cases 

damaging the trail tread.  There has also been, illegal cutting of firewood is this area.  
 

Many forests depend on periodic fires to maintain healthy ecosystems. In these fire 

adapted areas, fire promotes plant diversity and burns away accumulations of live and 

dead plant material such as pine needles, leaves, branches, and smaller understory trees.  
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Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) National Historic Trail Comprehensive Plan Update 
The first two Chapters of the Plan have been drafted for internal review.  There will be review at both 

the Regional Office and Washington Office levels internally before any reviews may happen with 

cooperating agencies.  The state of Wyoming and Park County Commission, Wyoming, are the first 

two agencies to officially request, in writing, cooperators status for the Comprehensive Plan and 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document.  All agencies requesting cooperators status 

must address their request to with a courtesy-copy to Julie Molzahn, NPNHT Comprehensive Plan 

Coordinator, and Peter Zimmerman, Regional NEPA Coordinator: 

Leanne Marten, Regional Forester 

USDA, Forest Service Northern Region 

26 Fort Missoula Road, Missoula, MT 59804  
 

The Regional Spatial Data Coordinator is working on developing the Geographic Information System 

(GIS) proposed centerline for the Trail, and currently has all Forest Service lands mapped and is now 

working on other federal agency lands.  
 

On June 16 and 17, Sandra Broncheau-McFarland, Administrator, NPNHT, and Julie Molzahn, Comprehensive Plan Coordinator, 

traveled to Boise, ID, to meet with officials from the State of Idaho.   They met with seven state agencies and the Governorôs Office to 

introduce them to both the Comprehensive Plan and the Trailôs Right of Way designation process.  The meetings went well and 

identified additional work both the state agencies and Trail staff need to complete in the near future (photo above).      
 

On August 24, Julie completed a phone conference with seven Wyoming state agencies and the Governorôs Office along with a Park 

County Commissioner.  This was an introduction to the Comprehensive Plan and Trailôs Right of Way designation using the Trailôs 

PowerPoints that can be found on our website.  This was followed up with a field visit to Park County, Wyoming, on October 20 at the 

invitation of the Park County Commissioners.   
 

The NPNHT Staff are still asking for comments on the Trailôs Proposed Objectives and Practices which are found on the website.   

These are required elements under the National Trails System Act for all Comprehensive Plans.  The 1990 Comprehensive Plan did not 

have these identified so this is a major part of the reason for the Planôs revision.  We are asking to have your first set of comments in by 

March 31, 2016.  These will be used to edit, update, add to or revise the proposed Objectives and Practices to be used in the draft 

Comprehensive Plan and NEPA document.  The next public meetings and request for comments will be after the draft is released.   
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http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/npnht/landmanagement/projects/?cid=stelprdb5247606
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Forest Service Releases Interactive Tribal Connections Map Providing  Historical and 

Current Tribal Lands in Relation to National Forests and Grasslands 
 

Washington D.C. -- The U.S. Forest Service recently 

released Tribal Connections a new online interactive 

mapping tool that shows how lands managed by the 

agency connect or overlap with current tribal trust lands 

and lands tribes exchanged with the federal government 

prior to 1900. This reference tool will help Forest 

Service employees and the public better understand 

historical treaties and the role they play in making 

current land management decisions. 
 

ñOur country has a deep yet sometimes forgotten 

connection to indigenous people and their lands, which 

all Americans now call home,ò said Arthur ñButchò 

Blazer, Deputy Under Secretary for Natural Resources 

and Environment. ñBy showing historical and modern 

connections to public lands in one place, we can all understand that land management decisions should take into account more than 

what meets the eye.ò 
 

Tribal Connections compiles information from hundreds of Smithsonian Institute maps and displays them in a single visual 

presentation. Forest Service mapping experts have used information by Smithsonian ethnographer Charles C. Royce published in 1899. 

At the time, Royce used the best tools and information available, but incorporated geographic descriptions that have been difficult to 

replicate with modern technology. 
 

Tribal Connections contains multiple layers that include information on forests and grasslands managed by the agency, lands owned by 

tribes and historical data on lands ceded by treaties. Nearly 4,000 miles of shared boundaries between tribal lands and Forest Service-

administered/owned land are identified. 

 

Clicking on the map provides additional current and historical detail for each location. Tribal Connections uses the most current data 

available from Federal Census Bureau, Forest Service, Smithsonian and other sources. Having this information easily available in one 

online resource will improve the efficiency of agency-tribal coordination, collaboration and consultation. 
 

Tribal Connections can serve as a helpful reference tool; however, it is not a legally binding map nor a source for legal descriptions. 

The Forest Service will use the map to help improve decision-making on incident and resource management and to honor and 

strengthen treaty rights and the federal trust responsibility. It will also help identify opportunities for new and expanded partnerships 

between tribes and the agency. 
 

ñTribes are an integral part of our American story, leaders in our natural resource heritage and the original stewards of the lands we hold 

dear,ò said Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell. ñTribal Connections helps improve agency collaboration with Tribes and allow for new 

opportunities by visually depicting just how much of our natural and cultural resource interests overlap and meet geographically. 

Approximately 52 million acres of land are held in trust by the U.S. for various Indian tribes and individuals. The largest is the 16 

million-acre Navajo Nation Reservation in Arizona, New Mexico and Utah. Much of the lands managed by the Forest Service and other 

federal agencies were ceded to the United States by tribes. Although they no longer reside on these lands, many tribes retain rights and 

interests in national forests and grasslands by treaty. 
 

The Forest Service Office of Tribal Relations worked with the agencyôs Geospatial Service and Technology Center to develop the map. 

The map includes information from the U.S. Census Bureau and the Smithsonian Institution, with input from other federal agencies, 

intertribal organizations and individual tribal members. 
 

The Tribal Connections viewer is available online through the Forest Service Geodata Clearinghouse, the online collection of digital 

data related to forest resources. 
 

The mission of the U.S. Forest Service, an agency of the Department of Agriculture, is to sustain the health, diversity and productivity 

of the nation's forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations. The agency manages 193 million acres of 

public land, provides assistance to state and private landowners and maintains the largest forestry research organization in the world. 

Public lands managed by the Forest Service contribute more than $13 billion to the national economy each year through visitor spending 

alone. Those same lands provide 20 percent of the nation's clean water supply, a value estimated at $7.2 billion per year. The agency 

also has a direct or indirect role in stewardship of about 80 percent of the 850 million forested acres within the U.S., including 100 

million acres of urban forests where most Americans live. 
 

Email: pressoffice@fs.fed.us, Contact Phone: (202) 205-1134, Twitter Address: @forestservice 

 

http://usfs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=fe311f69cb1d43558227d73bc34f3a32
http://usfs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=fe311f69cb1d43558227d73bc34f3a32
mailto:pressoffice@fs.fed.us

